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When the weather starts to get cooler, your wardrobe starts to focus on clothes that keep you warm
and look good. A good sweater or cardigan is a worthwhile investment, but not all knits are the
same. In fact, you can avoid these mistakes if you know what to look for when buying basic luxury
items. This article explores the six signature quality indicators that signal a truly top-knitwear
piece.

Superior Natural Fibre Composition

Luxury clothing is nearly exclusively built from natural fibres such as cashmere, merino wool and
silk. In contrast to synthetic blends, these materials naturally regulate temperature and let air flow
through them.

Synthetic fibres, such as acrylic, can initially feel soft, but they tend to trap heat and odours.
Natural fibres, on the other hand, become softer with every wear while maintaining their structural
integrity. When you select natural materials, you are selecting a garment that looks as stunning as it
feels.

Precision in Fully Fashioned Construction

If you look more closely at the seams of a high-end sweater, you might notice small marks that line
up around the neckline and armholes. They are called “fashioning marks”, and they indicate that
the garment was properly knitted to its specific shape. This is a much more sophisticated way of
knitting than the less expensive “cut and sew” method.

Fully fashioned clothes fit better into tailored shapes and keep their shape longer. This
meticulousness is one of the characteristics of the finest Australian knitwear brands that put
longevity and fit first. It guarantees that your piece will drape onto your body and won’t twist or
lose its structure after being washed.

Consistent Tension and Even Stitching

How well a knit is sewn makes a big difference in how it looks overall. Put the item of clothing up
to the light to see if the weave is flawed. From the cuffs to the collar, the tension of a well-woven
knit will be the same all the way through.

Even stitching isn’t just for looks; it means the yarn was knitted evenly all the way through.
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Stitches that are too close together or too loose can get caught and tear. A dense, even knit
indicates that the brand has invested in high-quality tools and skilled workers.

Reinforced Hems and Ribbed Edges

The parts of a sweater that stretch the most are the cuffs, the hem, and the neckline. These parts of
high-end knitwear are usually strengthened with a tighter rib, a different stitch thickness, or at least
one stitch density. That keeps the clothes from looking “stretched out,” which makes them look old
and worn.

Check your cuffs for elasticity when you put on a piece. They need to spring back into place
straight away when you stretch them. Excellent ribbing ensures sleeves stay put and the neckline
stays crisp, so it looks polished for many years.

Minimal Pilling and High Staple Length

The process of pilling occurs when short fibres rub against one another, resulting in the formation
of smaller balls that are then deposited on the fabric. In fact, the “long-staple” fibres used by high-
end manufacturers are often noticeably smoother and more friction-resistant.

Wool naturally has some pilling, so this item will endure for quite some time; however, a better-
quality item will be much more long-lasting. The length of the staples can usually be determined
just by feeling the fabric. With longer fibres, you can skip the fabric shaver and enjoy the
delightful, new-feeling garment for longer.

Hand-Finished Details and Seaming

More upscale knitwear tends to have hand-linked seams, which are much flatter and more skin-
friendly. It’s a very labour-intensive procedure, but it results in a more refined finish. Check the
inside of the garment to see how seams are handled.

They have to be clean, neat, and free from bulky overlocking. It is these tiny, unseen details that
make these goods unique.

Investing in Timeless Wardrobe Staples

Choosing the proper knitwear is about looking beyond the initial softness and at the bones. Don’t
forget to touch the fabrics and examine the seams before you buy.

The great work you choose will be with you through the cold months and beyond, a stylish little
friend who keeps you at ease and on-trend. Your closet is made to last with the kind of quality that
can only come from higcraftsmanship.
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