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Flora Midwood: Two Poems
FloraMidwood - Sunday, November 3rd, 2024

Ashes for Dust

But you see me flying in and out
you hear my heart race,

freeze,

the same way as hers does

Catholic liturgy, Protestant stall
Islam and the infidels

40,000

and the Shoa still echoing in the hall.

My daddies tried —

Sweet Emperors of apocryphal peace —
but they were just like yours,

Cataling,

you gonna be bad?
don’t be bad.
Temperature rises,
dust on its feet.

*

Just Before

Half crooked smile
She'sin the duck pond
Up to her neck
You'reflirting

My eyes are on her though

Y ou haven’t turned your head yet
My toes are digging into the grass
I’ll beat your anger to the punch
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I’ll get in the duck pond too

There’ s about five yards

To the water

Y our whole breath spent on the last puff

So | think | could
In afew strides win this race

Up, step, step, splash
a second before your mind breaks
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How to Personalize Christmas Stockings for that Festive

Family Touch?
Our Friends - Sunday, November 3rd, 2024

Christmas stockings signify much more than just decoration; they are holiday traditions. What
makes each one special for a family member is that special touch in the stocking. A little
creativity will easily transform the simple stocking into a keepsake, speaking volumes about a
person’s personality. Personalized with added names, initials, colors, or even themes,
personalized stockings will add warmth and festivity to any holiday decoration. Here is
something a little different for a Christmas stocking, which anyone would love this holiday
Season.

Choose Your Ideal Stockings Style

First, choose the style of stocking that works best for your holiday theme. Besides this, thereis also
a variety of types of material, such as stocking velvet, burlap, or knitted wool, which may suit
different decoration styles. Velvet lends arich, traditional feel to your decoration, while burlap or
wool lends a rustic, homespun touch. To get the right personalized Christmas decor ations,
choose whether you want it plain colored, patterned, or even themed for the holiday. Thiswill give
basic features to make each one personalized and special for al family members.

Add Names or Initials

Some of the simpler personalizations to do on stockings are names or initials. You can sew in,
paint, or iron on letters displaying the name of each family member. For a more professional
presentation, you may use embroidered or felt letters. Using only the first initial of the name adds
an air of subtlety and class. More than just making them easily identifiable, personalized stockings
with names or initials bring a warm, family-oriented atmosphere to your holiday decor.

Try Different Colors

Make each stocking special by choosing its color scheme based on every family member’s favorite
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color or personality type. Take bright colors for kids and soft pastels to give off a more calming
appeal. One could even go with specific holiday colors like red, green, or gold, to better match the
overall decor. That adds that nice detail to make the stocking special and individual to each.
Personalized stockings, which capture an individual’s taste, give a more personal jolly touch to
Christmas morning.

Add Small Decorative Charms

Each stocking is given a personality of its own with various types of decorative charms and
embellishments. Small holiday-themed charms, such as snowflakes, bells, or stars, could be
attached. For nature lovers, it might be the addition of little pinecones or other fake greenery, while
animal lovers would love small, festive animal charms. That makes each one different and just
such afun, whimsical touch. It is the little elements that are added in that create a stocking design
to be more festive and special to each family member.

Special Theme or Character Creation

Give each one a different theme, whether it be an individual interest or even a holiday character.
One may be reindeer-themed, and another may have snowman accents. Y ou can make a stocking
fit someone’s hobby-for instance, baking, sports, or art by adding little things that relate to the
respective theme. In such a way, the stockings become exciting, especially to the kids, since it
would seem that each of them was made for them.

Conclusion

Personalizing Christmas stockings is one of the easiest and fun ways to gather your family on this
holiday. This adds a great deal of warmth, charm, and character to your holiday decor, making
every stocking unique. Y ou may select styles, add some names incorporating the color scheme, or
go with some theme to create something special for every one of them. Whether classic, whimsical,
or rustic, personalized Christmas decorations mean alot in Christmas traditions. Try these ideas to
make your holiday season more fun and memorable.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

Posted in Lifestyle | No Comments »

The Fusion of Al and Camera Innovation: A Look at Today’s

Leading Drones
Our Friends - Saturday, November 2nd, 2024

How are advanced technol ogies shaping the future of aerial imaging and autonomous flying? With
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the rapid evolution of artificial intelligence and camera systems, modern drones have taken on new
capabilities. They are transforming industries and reshaping how users capture data from the skies.
Today, they are more than flying gadgets; they have become sophisticated tools.

Combining powerful Al with cutting-edge camera technology, these drones offer enhanced
functionalities that cater to various applications. For instance, brands like Skydio X10 Drone,
which exemplifies how Al-driven features can revolutionize tasks like mapping and surveillance.
This article explores how Al and camera advancements are driving innovation in drones. It
highlights their impact on various industries and practical applications.

Al-Driven Precision and Automation

One of the most remarkable advancements in drones is their integration with Al, which has
significantly improved automation and flight precision. Unlike earlier models that required manual
control, today’s drones can autonomously navigate complex environments with minimal human
input. This capability not only streamlines operations but also enhances the accuracy of data
collection, making them more efficient and reliable tools for both professionals and hobbyists.

« Autonomous Navigation: With Al at the helm, they can navigate through obstacles and avoid
collisions, enabling them to perform tasks in challenging environments.

¢ Object Recognition: Advanced systems allow them to identify and track objects, making them
invaluable for tasks like wildlife monitoring or search-and-rescue missions. This capability also
supports automated surveying and mapping in industries such as agriculture and construction.

e Data Analysis. Al-powered drones can process datain real time, delivering actionable insights
on the spot. Thisis especially useful in sectors like agriculture, where rapid data processing can
help identify crop health issues before they become widespread problems.

Enhanced Imaging Capabilities of Drones

Incorporating sophisticated camera systems, modern drones offer unparalleled imaging
capabilities. These devices are equipped with high-resolution cameras and specialized sensors,
allowing users to capture stunning visuals and gather detailed information from above. The fusion
of Al and advanced optics takes aerial imaging to a new level, enabling users to obtain clearer and
more accurate visual data.

¢ High-Resolution Imagery: Today’s drones are equipped with high-resolution cameras that can
capture clear and detailed photos and videos, ideal for professional photography and
videography. These cameras are often equipped with wide dynamic range features that allow
them to produce balanced images even in challenging lighting conditions.

e Thermal Imaging: Many now include thermal cameras, which can detect heat signatures and are
particularly useful in search-and-rescue operations and industrial inspections. This technology
allows users to identify temperature variations and locate hot spotsin real time.

e Multi-Spectral Sensors: Advanced drones also carry multispectral cameras, which can capture
data beyond the visible spectrum. This is valuable in precision agriculture, where data on crop
health and soil conditions can be gathered through infrared and ultraviolet imaging.

Versatile Applications Across Industries

The convergence of Al and camera technology has made them indispensable tools across a wide
range of industries. Their capabilities go beyond simple aeria photography, alowing businesses to
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optimize their operations, enhance safety, and reduce costs. Here are some key sectors where these
advanced drones are making a substantial impact:

e Agriculture: Drones equipped with multispectral sensors help farmers monitor crop health,
assess soil conditions, and optimize irrigation. This technology enables more efficient and precise
farming practices, elevating the agriculture industry to new levels.

¢ Public Safety: In emergency response scenarios, drones with thermal and high-resolution
cameras can quickly locate individuals or assess damage in disaster-affected areas.

e Infrastructure Inspection: They are widely used in infrastructure inspections for bridges,
pipelines, and power lines. They can safely access hard-to-reach areas, capturing detailed images
and identifying potential issues without putting human inspectors at risk.

e Media and Entertainment: Advanced camera systems are also popular in film and media,
capturing breathtaking aerial shots that would be difficult or impossible to achieve otherwise.

Improving User Experience and Safety

They are designed to be user-friendly, making them accessible even to those with limited
experience. Automated flight paths, intuitive controls, and built-in safety features minimize the risk
of accidents and make operations more straightforward.

o Automated Flight Paths: Many now come with pre-programmed flight paths that allow users to
capture consistent footage without needing to manually control the device.

¢ Obstacle Avoidance: Al-driven obstacle avoidance technology helps them detect and avoid
obstacles in real-time, reducing the risk of collisions.

¢ Return-to-Home Functionality: Most modern drones include a return-to-home feature that
automatically brings the device back to its starting point if it loses connection or runs low on
battery.

The fusion of Al and camerainnovation has taken drones to new heights, transforming them into
essential tools across various fields. By combining automation with advanced imaging, brands like
Skydio have the X10 Drone provide users with the ability to capture detailed data and gain
insights like never before. As technology continues to advance, drones will undoubtedly play an
increasingly important role in shaping how we interact with and understand the world from above.
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