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6 Ways to Start Getting Ready for Winter
Our Friends · Monday, September 8th, 2025

As the days get shorter and the air turns chilly, it’s time to get ready for winter. Preparing for the
colder months involves practical steps to keep your home comfortable and safe.

Getting your home ready for winter can feel overwhelming. Breaking it down into smaller tasks
can make the process more manageable. Being proactive this season ensures you have everything
in place. Let’s look at how to prepare for winter.

Home Insulation

One of the best ways to prepare your home for winter is to make sure it is well-insulated. Cold
drafts can come in through windows, doors, and cracks, which can raise your heating bills and
make you uncomfortable. Check your windows and doors to find areas that need sealing. You can
use weatherstripping or caulk to block cold air.

Consider adding insulation to your attic and basement as well, since these areas can affect your
home’s temperature. Good insulation keeps warm air in and cold air out, making your home cozy
without straining your heating system.

Heating System Maintenance

Before winter arrives, ensure your heating system is working well. Hire a professional to inspect
your furnace, boiler, or heating unit to prevent issues when you need heat the most. Regular
maintenance helps your system run efficiently and can extend its life.

Remember to replace air filters, which is crucial for good air circulation and air quality. Clean
filters help keep your home comfortable and healthy during winter. Taking these steps now gives
you peace of mind later when you are warm inside.

Liquid Magnesium Chloride

As winter comes, keeping your walkways and driveways safe from ice is vital. Liquid magnesium
chloride is a good option for this. It melts snow and ice effectively while being environmentally
friendly.

Liquid magnesium chloride works at lower temperatures than regular salt. It’s less likely to
damage concrete and plants around your home, making it a smart choice for managing ice.
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Spraying it on surfaces before a snowstorm creates a protective layer to help prevent ice, keeping
pathways safe for everyone.

Winter Supply Check

Check your winter supplies. Gather important items like snow shovels, salt for de-icing, and winter
clothing such as gloves, hats, and scarves. If you have a fireplace, get firewood or prepare your
alternative heating options.

Also, think about your vehicle. Winter tires improve safety and control on icy roads, so change
them if you haven’t already. Keep an emergency kit in your car with a blanket, flashlight, food,
and water for unexpected winter situations.

Outdoor Preparations

Even if you want to stay inside, preparing your yard for winter is important. Trim branches that
could fall in snow or ice storms, and clear away debris that could cause damage in severe weather.

For outdoor plants, cover them or move potted plants closer to your house for extra protection from
the cold. Check your garden’s drainage system to keep water from accumulating and freezing.

Home Safety Checks

Winter can bring safety risks, especially during storms or cold spells. Check smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors to make sure they work. Replace batteries and test them to help keep your
home safe.

Have an emergency plan ready for dark winter days. Stock up on batteries, water, and non-
perishable foods in case a storm takes out the power. Maintain a communication plan with family
and friends to ensure everyone’s safety during bad weather.

Energy Efficiency

As winter approaches, it’s a good time to think about improving energy efficiency in your home.
Upgrades can lower your heating bills and make your home more comfortable. Start by checking
how much energy your home uses. You can conduct an energy audit to assess your insulation,
heating efficiency, and identify any drafts.

Upgrading to energy-efficient windows or adding thermal curtains can help keep your home at a
steady temperature. Installing a programmable thermostat lets you lower the heat when you’re not
home, saving energy while keeping your house warm when you are there.
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