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Giulia: The Poison Queen of Palermo
David Sheward - Friday, July 17th, 2026

You really have to admire author-actress Jennifer Nettles. In addition to playing the title role, the
Grammy-winning vocalist of the duo Sugarland wrote the songs and book for the new musical
Giulia: The Poison Queen of Palermo, now at the Perelman Performing Arts Center. She (or the
producers) enlisted Tony-winner Mary Zimmerman to direct. Plus the basic idea is intriguing. The
plot is based on a true story of a 17th-century Italian female apothecary who aided the women of
her community by poisoning several abusive husbands including her own. Nettles creates a proto-
feminist heroine, sort of a socially progressive Sweeney Todd.
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Jennifer Nettles and company in Giulia: The Poison Queen of Palermo.
Credit: Andy Henderson

Unfortunately, while there are several entertaining elements, Giulia doesn’t quite come together for
a satisfying whole. Nettles' book is earnest in its desire to create a plucky protagonist challenging
an oppressive patriarchy represented by a hypocritical cardinal (powerful Quentin Earl Darrington)
and a villainous civil governor (mustache-twirling Christopher M. Ramirez). But Nettles doesn’t
seem to be able to make up her mind as to what kind of show thisis. The tone is mostly deadly
serious, but switches to dark humor halfway through the first act, but then switches to girl-power
tract as Giulia gleefully massacres all the nasty men who assault their spouses and sets up a
women'’s talk therapy session in her shop. The show opens like Pippin with a commedia dell’ arte
troupe performing a scene-setting intro number led by an overplaying Bre Jackson. But then the
play-within-a-play concept is dropped.

Nettles' scoreis alively mix of rock, pop, and rap with several Hamilton-like contemporary riffs
and soaring “1 want” songs. But her lyrics are obvious and often filled with off-rhymes such as
“invite” and “like,” “expect” and “edge.” The performances are vocally impressive with plenty of
sustained high notes, but everyone’s dramatic limning is so over the top, it’'s hard to sympathize
with or believe in most of the characters. Nettles does her best to bring bring shading to Giulia's
motivations and she delivers the singing goods. Naomi Serrano is a stand-out as her naive daughter
Vitoria, skillfully morphing from innocent teenager to avenging angel.
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Didi Romero and Andrew Kober in Giulia: The Poison Queen of Palermo.
Credit: Andy Henderson

Zimmerman's direction is surprisingly pedestrian, given her imaginative Tony-winning work on
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her own adaptation of Ovid’s Metamorphosis. There are cleverly staged moments when Giulia and
friends have to hide the body of avictim, but the only really out-of-the-box direction comes late in
the second act. Up to this point, Zimmerman had employed set designer Daniel Ostling’s three
large cabinets with pocket doors to provide for shifting environments. Here, one of the cabinets
opens to reveal the plotting Duchesse (Didi Romero) in bed with her depreciate, sleeping husband,
plotting to get Giuliato help her do him in. Both actors are standing up, creating the illusion we are
viewing them from the ceiling. More of this innovative stagecraft would have gone a long way to
sell the repetitive story. Choreographer Austin McCormick does have an opportunity to let loosein
one number where an exuberantly evil Romero as the conniving Duchessa expounds on her
wickedness and resembles Madonna in her “Vogue’ number from the 1990 MTV Awards.
Otherwise, the dancing is fairly routine. Kudos, though to Ana Kuzmanic’s colorful period
costumes.

(]

Jennifer Nettles and Naomi Serrano in Giulia: The Poison Queen of Palermo.
Credit: Andy Henderson

Giulia has its share of feel-good power ballads, but Harold Prince, Stephen Sondheim and Hugh
Wheeler were more successful in striking the right balance between wry graveyard humor, gory
horror and restrained melodrama with Sveeney Todd.

Giulia: The Poison Queen of Palermo. July 10—Aug. 2. Perelman Performing Arts Center,
251 Fulton St., NYC. Running time: two hours and 20 mins. including intermission.
pacnyc.org.
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Creating Memorable Concert Moments: A Comprehensive

Event Organizer Guide
Our Friends - Thursday, July 16th, 2026

Fans decide whether a concert was truly special based on how it made them feel, not ssmply who
performed on stage. For event organizers, this emotional connection presents an exciting
opportunity. Every touchpoint, from the initial ticket purchase to the final venue exit, can build
memories that strengthen audience loyalty and elevate the event’ s reputation.

Fortunately, creating these memorable moments doesn’t require ballooning budgets or headline-
grabbing surprises. Instead, the most impactful strategies stem from practical, fan-first decisions
that place audience enjoyment at the center of the event. The following strategies can help you
transform your next production into a musical extravaganza.

Eliminate Wait Times

Audiences arrive to concerts prepared for minor delays, but excessive queues at entry gates,
merchandise booths, food vendors, and guest services can sour their overall impression of the
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event. In fact, excitement fades quickly when attendees spend significant portions of their day
standing in lines.

To avoid this, deploy adequate staffing at key touchpoints to maintain efficient movement
throughout the venue. For instance, schedule more entry checkpoint personnel and team members
to merchandise areas when the gates open to keep the energy—and the lines—moving.

Beyond staffing, modern technology offers a powerful toolkit to streamline operations. For
example, mobile ticketing, cashless payments, and express pickup stations can reduce congestion
at the entrance and food booths.

Elevate Every Welcome Package

The impact of a swag bag depends on the thought behind it. After all, attendees can instantly
distinguish between items tossed in for convenience and those selected to genuinely enhance their
experience. To make a real impact, prioritize practical products over generic promotional
materials. For example, reusable water bottles, rain ponchos, gums/mints, earplugs, and hand fans
provide immediate, real-time value during the concert.

In tandem with daily utility, limited-edition collectibles can strengthen an attendee’ s emotional
attachment to your event. A perfect example is a specially designed bag containing LED concert
bracelets, light sticks, commemorative passes, and stickers. It creates a sense of exclusivity that
fans will proudly display and use for years. Ultimately, the goal is to ensure that every item
enriches the fan journey rather than ssmply filling a goodie bag.

Make Travel Effortless

Because major concerts frequently attract attendees from different cities, states, and even countries,
the fan experience actually begins well before guests arrive at the venue gates. If you recognize
this extended journey, you can generate massive goodwill by offering travel-focused promotions.
For instance, you can partner with local hotels, transportation providers, restaurants, and tourism
organizations and offer packages that bundle accommodations, airport transfers, local transit, and
dining discounts. This way, you actively remove the logistical stress out of the weekend for your
out-of-town visitors.

Consequently, these packages encourage attendees to view your concert as a premium destination
experience. A fan who enjoys a seamless, hassle-free trip naturally associates those positive
feelings with the event itself, making them far more likely to lock in tickets for future editions.

Create Moments Worth Sharing

Social media has become a powerful extension of live events. This means that fans will naturally
document their experience and share them online. You can amplify their organic reach by
intentionally designing shareable moments through interactive installations, themed photo
environments, artist-inspired displays, and immersive brand activations. These provide perfect
backdrops to create unique content.

To maximize this impact, ensure these activations feel intrinsically connected to the concert’s
theme rather than tacked on as an afterthought. For instance, you can add interactive exhibits and
fan community activities to create rich layers of value throughout the venue. These curated areas
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encourage exploration and help attendees maximize their time on-site.

Turn the Crowd into the Show

Some of the most unforgettable concert moments happen when the audience becomes a vital part
of the performance atmosphere itself. So, transform them from passive spectators into active
participants. You can easily achieve this by synchronizing the crowd’s lighting using wearable
tech, like sound-activated LED wristbands or lightsticks, which illuminate in response to the
music, sending vibrant waves of color rippling across the arena. During peak moments in the set,
thousands of these synchronized lights transform a static crowd into a living, breathing visual
element that elevates the main production.

Furthermore, this immersive tactic doubles as a memorable keepsake. Long after the encore ends,
the wristband serves as a physical reminder of a shared experience. This potent combination of
real-time interactivity and souvenir value builds a lasting emotional connection that generic
giveaways simply cannot match.

Surprise People Thoughtfully

While curated photo ops are excellent, unexpected experiences become the definitive stories
attendees tell for years to come. Crucially, meaningful surprises do not require massive celebrity
cameos or expensive production overhauls. Instead, small, carefully planned gestures leave the
deepest impressions. Consider randomly upgrading select ticket holders to the front row,
distributing exclusive merchandise to a limited row of seats, unlocking hidden perks via hidden QR
codes, or hosting pop-up acoustic performances in designated lounge areas. Rather than focusing
solely on the scale of the surprise, focus on creating genuine delight that reinforces the concert’s
unique atmosphere.

End on a High Note

Just as the pre-show buildup matters, the final moments of an event exert an outsized influence on
how attendees remember the entire experience. This can take several digital and physical forms.
Y ou can distribute exclusive digital media, send personalized thank-you messages, share same-
day-edit highlight videos, or offer limited-time access to official event galleries. These targeted
touchpoints allow attendeesto relive their favorite moments while their excitement is still peaking.

Organize the Perfect Concert

Memorable concerts that stick with fans the longest are those that make them feel involved, valued,
and connected to something larger than a single night of entertainment. The music on stage may
only last afew hours, but the right event strategy ensures those moments remain a part of afan’s
story for alifetime.

Photo: Teddy Yang via Pexels
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How Professional Representation Changes the Outcome of a

Property Tax Appeal in Texas
Our Friends - Thursday, July 16th, 2026

Property taxes in Texas are an important part of owning real estate because they affect long-term
ownership costs. If a property’s assessed value appears higher than its actual market value, a
property tax appeal gives owners the opportunity to request a review. Building a strong appeal
takes more than submitting a form.

It requires accurate records, reliable evidence, and a clear presentation. Professional representatives
understand each stage of the process and know how to prepare a well-supported case. The sections
below explain how professional representation can improve the outcome of a property tax appeal.

Why Professional Preparation Matters for Appeals in Texas

A successful appeal begins with a thorough review of the property’s appraisal records. Across
Texas, professional representatives examine important property details, gather supporting
documents, and prepare the appeal before it reaches the appraisal district. Services like
texastaxprotest show how a well-organized approach helps create a stronger case from the
beginning.

Representatives review information such as property size, condition, location, and recent appraisal
records. They also compare the available information with supporting documents to confirm
everything is accurate. Careful preparation helps ensure the appeal is supported by clear and
reliable information.

Strong Evidence Gives an Appeal Greater Support

A property tax appeal depends on facts that support the property’s value. Professional
representatives collect reliable documents and organize them in a way that makes them easy to
review. This helps appraisal officials clearly understand the reasons behind the appeal.

Comparable property sales, public records, and property details all help support the case. Each
document adds value because it explains why the assessed value deserves another review. A
complete file presents a stronger and more credible appeal.

Documents That Strengthen an Appeal

¢ Comparable sales from similar nearby properties
o Accurate property records and measurements

o Documents that reflect the property’s condition

¢ Public records that support market value
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Professional Representation Keeps the Appeal on Track

Every property tax appeal follows a structured process with specific filing requirements and
deadlines. Professional representatives understand these requirements and make sure every
document is submitted correctly. Their organized approach helps prevent unnecessary delays and
keeps the process moving smoothly. They also communicate with appraisal officials and present
supporting evidence in a professional manner. Property owners benefit from having someone who
understands the process and knows how to present the case clearly.

Careful Record Reviews Can Improve the Case

Small errors in appraisal records can affect a property’ s assessed value. Incorrect measurements,
outdated property information, or missing details may lead to an inaccurate assessment.
Professional representatives carefully review these records to identify information that deserves
closer attention.

They compare appraisal records with available documentation to verify important property details.
Services such as texastaxprotest reflect how careful research and organized evidence help
strengthen a property tax appeal. A detailed review provides solid support before the case reaches
the appraisal district.

Advantages of Professional Representation

¢ Reviewsimportant property records with close attention.
¢ Organizes evidence into a clear and completefile.

o Handles required paperwork and filing deadlines.

¢ Presents supporting information in a professional manner.

Experience Helps Manage Every Stage of the Appeal

A property tax appeal involves document reviews, filing requirements, evidence preparation, and
communication with the appraisal district. Professional representatives manage each step through
an organized process that keeps the case moving forward. Their experience helps ensure every
requirement receives proper attention. For property owners, professional representation brings
confidence throughout the appeal process. Every document, deadline, and presentation becomes
part of awell-prepared case that supports afair property assessment.

Professional representation helps strengthen a property tax appeal through careful preparation,
organized documentation, and reliable evidence. Experience and clear communication also help
create a more effective review process from start to finish. A well-prepared appeal gives property
ownersin Texas greater confidence while seeking afair property assessment.

Photo: lan Findley via Pexels
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8 Best Random Video Chat Apps to Meet New People
Our Friends - Thursday, July 16th, 2026

Meeting new people online has become much easier than it was afew years ago. Whether someone
wants to make friends, have casual conversations, practice another language, or simply enjoy
talking with people from different backgrounds, random video chat apps offer a simple way to
connect. Many platforms now focus on privacy, accessibility, and quick connections without
requiring lengthy sign-up processes.

The experience, however, varies from one platform to another. Some apps prioritize anonymous
conversations, while others include filters, moderation tools, or community features.
Understanding these differences helps users choose a platform that matches their preferences while
staying safe online.

CamRound

Camround is one of several modern platforms that makes random video conversations easy to
start. Instead of building extensive profiles, users can quickly connect with people from different
countries and begin chatting amost immediately. This straightforward approach appeals to people
looking for spontaneous conversations rather than traditional social networking.

For users exploring different random chat site alter natives, CamRound is one example that
focuses on simplicity and accessibility. Like many similar platforms, it encourages respectful
interactions while giving users the option to move on to another conversation whenever they
choose. As with any online communication platform, following basic online safety practices
remains important.

Chat to Strangers

Chat to Strangers has become familiar to many users looking for live one on one cam. The
platform centers on connecting strangers through video chat while keeping the process
straightforward. People often use it to meet individuals from different cultures, improve
communication skills, or simply enjoy casual conversations during their free time.

Those interested in free cam to cam chat often come across platforms like Chat to Strangers while
comparing available options. Features such as instant matching and browser-based access have
made similar services increasingly popular among users who prefer quick, uncomplicated
conversations without lengthy registration requirements.

OmeTV

OmeTV iswidely known for connecting users from around the world through instant video chats.
One reason for its popularity isits clean interface and simple matching process. Users can switch
between conversations with asingle click, making the experience fast and engaging.
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The platform also includes moderation tools designed to improve community behavior, although
no moderation system is perfect. Users should still avoid sharing personal information and remain
cautious during conversations with strangers. These habits contribute to a safer and more enjoyable
online experience regardless of the platform being used.

Chatroulette

Chatroulette helped introduce random video chatting to a global audience and remains one of the
most recognizable names in this category. Over the years, it has introduced various moderation
improvements intended to reduce inappropriate behavior while preserving the spontaneous nature
of random conversations.

Many people use Chatroulette ssmply to experience conversations with individuals from different
countries and cultures. Since every interaction is unique, users never know who they will meet
next, making each session feel different from the last.

Emerald Chat

Emerald Chat approaches random chatting with additional community-focused features.
Alongside video conversations, users can participate in text chats and build ongoing discussions
when they find people with shared interests. This creates a slightly different experience compared
with platforms focused entirely on anonymous encounters.

Its matching options and moderation efforts aim to encourage respectful conversations. While
random connections remain the core feature, community guidelines help create an environment
that many users find more comfortable for longer conversations.

Camsurf

Camsurf emphasizes accessibility across desktop and mobile devices, allowing users to start
conversations with minimal setup. Its straightforward design makes navigation easy even for first-
time visitors, reducing the learning curve often associated with new communication platforms.

The platform also reminds users to follow community standards and practice respectful
communication. Since online interactions involve people from diverse backgrounds, maintaining
courtesy helps create positive experiences for everyone involved.

Monkey

Monkey takes a slightly different approach by combining random video chatting with social
networking elements. Many younger adults use the platform to discover new friendships through
quick video introductions before deciding whether to continue the conversation.

Because conversations happen quickly, users should remain mindful of their privacy settings and
avoid sharing sensitive information. A thoughtful approach helps ensure that online interactions
remain enjoyable while minimizing unnecessary risks.

Tinychat

Tinychat focuses more on group conversations than traditional one-on-one random matching.
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Users can join public chat rooms based on shared interests or create their own rooms for
discussions with friends or new acquaintances. This makes it appealing for people who enjoy
community conversations rather than only private chats.

The variety of available chat rooms means users can participate in discussions about hobbies,
entertainment, travel, gaming, and many other topics. Instead of relying solely on random
matching, Tinychat encourages people to connect through common interests, creating a different
social experience.

Staying Safe While Using Random Video Chat Apps

Random video chat platforms can be enjoyable ways to meet people, but online safety should
always come first. Avoid sharing your home address, financial information, passwords, or other
personal details with strangers. If a conversation becomes uncomfortable, leaving the chat
immediately is usually the safest option.

It is also helpful to use platforms with active moderation, report inappropriate behavior when
necessary, and review each platform’s privacy settings before getting started. Organizations such
as the Federal Trade Commission provide practical guidance on protecting persona information
and recognizing online scams, making them valuable resources for anyone spending time on online
communication platforms.

Final Thoughts

Random video chat apps continue to provide new opportunities for meeting people across different
countries and cultures. While each platform offers a slightly different experience, the overall goal
remains the same: making conversations accessible and spontaneous.

Choosing the right platform often depends on personal preferences, comfort level, and the type of
conversations someone hopes to have. By understanding each platform’s features and following
sensible online safety practices, users can enjoy meaningful conversations while protecting their
privacy.
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