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Setting your sights to becoming a maritime lawyer?  Then there will be some important
information that will help you navigate to the position.

Since 90% of the world’s trade is carried by sea, the post of maritime lawyer is, and will be,
integral to the shipping industry for now and in the future. The cases will be varied, presenting
challenges designed for a dedicated individual, probably working in a team, demonstrating
expertise and an unwavering commitment to the seas.

Such a maritime career will incorporate a wide range of issues related to marine activities,
including how to operate a vessel, disputes regarding cargo or accidents at sea and environmental
concerns. Since the UK has an extensive coastline, many bustling ports and a large maritime
industry, smoothing over the choppy waters where disagreements have arisen, is essential.

Those who require the employment of a maritime lawyer may include businesses, shipping
companies and individuals whose career has brought them into the world of the shipping sector.

Knowledge of international law will become important since some disputes will involve
international conventions and agreements.

Nations have historically used the rule of law to assert their authority, although now it has evolved
to meet the demands of the modern maritime world.

When deciding on a career in maritime law, it will become requisite to obtain a qualifying law
degree. An LLB (Bachelor of Laws) or other undergraduate degree entailing law as its focus, is the
preferred requirement. This will enable a proficient understanding of judicial principles and the
legal system. However, there is another entry point and that is to acquire a Graduate Diploma in
Law (GDL), which is a conversion course, specifically if you came to your decision to choose law
as your selected career somewhat later.

Two choices will present themselves after graduation, and they are opting to become a solicitor or
barrister. A solicitor will target a Legal Practice Course (LPC) after the completion of your
requisite degree. Alternatively, a BPTC (Bar Professional Training Course) will set you on the
course of becoming a maritime barrister which will entail a year-long pupillage, allowing you to
learn from experienced barristers.

Some of the qualities desired by employers taking on a professional lawyer include great analytical
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skills. An understanding of complex legal documents involving intricate regulations, conventions
and contracts will be indispensable.

Details will no doubt be the thorn in many a lawyer’s paw, with meticulous thumbing through
every contract clause, maritime regulation and court filing proving to be essential to a positive
outcome.

Courtrooms and chambers demand clear and concise delivery of details essential to the case and
strong communication skills will undoubtedly have their merit in such circumstances.

In accordance with new regulations maritime lawyers will have to keep up to date on the changing
face of international law and thus adapt their strategies. Environmental law, international trade law
and admiralty law are just three of the areas which will need to be fully grasped by a successful
maritime lawyer.

Intellectual prowess and the ability to think creatively will be crucial to the success of a case
involving disputes where actions have had to be justified or criticized. Resilience will also be a
valuable character trait in almost all situations.

While not being essential, a passion for the sea will enable a connection to your subject that will
fuel your commitment to the industry and your clients, throughout your career.

Photo: TravelScape via Freepik.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

This entry was posted on Tuesday, March 17th, 2026 at 9:50 am and is filed under Check This Out
You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. You can leave a
response, or trackback from your own site.

https://www.freepik.com/free-photo/boat-huangpu-river-with-shanghai-urban-architecture-cargo-crane_26767960.htm#fromView=search&page=1&position=6&uuid=276fe62d-f8ac-4e6a-8273-9c2a636e10b1&query=maritime+law
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/check-this-out/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/comments/feed/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/a-guide-for-those-aspiring-to-be-a-maritime-lawyer/trackback/

	Cultural Daily
	A Guide for those Aspiring to be a Maritime Lawyer


