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Picture a Friday evening pop-up gallery in a converted warehouse. A friend pushing a stroller
reaches the front door at the same time as an older neighbour using a walking cane. There is one
small step between them and the art inside. It is only about ten centimetres high, but it is enough to
slow them down and make the entrance feel like an afterthought. Now imagine that same doorway
with a simple ramp placed beside the step. Both visitors roll or walk straight in, greeted by music
and warm light before they have even picked up a drink. A smoother arrival tells people they
belong.

This guide is for anyone who runs a small gallery, studio, library, community hall, or pop-up and
wants to make the front door more welcoming. Y ou do not need a construction background. Y ou
need awillingness to look at your entrance with fresh eyes and make afew practical choices.

Why Ramps Matter for Creative Spaces

Ramps are not only for wheelchair users. They help parents with prams, elders with mobility aids,
dancers recovering from knee injuries, volunteers wheeling in catering trolleys, and anyone
carrying heavy gear. When you remove a barrier at the door, you send a clear message: everyoneis
welcome to take part.

For artists and community organisers, hospitality starts before the first conversation. It starts at the
kerb. A welcoming entrance reflects the same values that often drive the work inside: care,
participation, and respect. It also reduces awkward moments at arrival, when visitors may
otherwise need to ask for help before they have been welcomed. A broader look at inclusive living
spaces can aso help organisers think about access as part of everyday participation, not a special
add-on.

Read Your Space Before You Buy or Borrow
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Before spending any money, spend twenty minutes walking the route your visitors will take.
Observation is more useful than any product catalogue at this stage.

Map the Route

Start at the street or car park and walk to your front door. Count every step, kerb, and threshold
along the way. Note which entrance most people actually use. It is not always the one you planned.
If there is a side entrance that avoids steps altogether, that may be the simpler solution.

Check the Ground and Landings

Look at the surface at the top and bottom of any step or level change. Isit flat and firm, or uneven
and crumbly? A ramp needs stable ground at both ends. Check whether a door swings outward
over the landing area, because a door that opens over the top of a ramp can create a hazard. Also
note how exposed the areaisto rain or afternoon sun.

Measure What You Need to Fit Through

Grab a tape measure and record the width of each doorway. Note any tight turns just inside the
entrance. Think about where a helper might stand if someone asks for support. These details will
guide every ramp decision you make later.

Types of Ramps and When to Use Them

Ramps come in several styles. The right choice depends on your space, budget, and how often you
need to set up and pack down. Here is a plain-language overview of the most common categories.

Portable Folding Ramps
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Portable folding ramps are useful for pop-ups and shared venues because they fold flat for storage
and transport. They suit single steps or short rises. Before choosing one, check the traction surface,
inspect the hinge mechanism, and confirm the working load limit listed by the manufacturer. A
ramp rated for a manual wheelchair may not suit a heavy powered chair or aloaded trolley.

Threshold Ramps

Threshold ramps are low-profile wedges that sit against a door frame to bridge a small level
change. They work well for indoor doorways and sliding doors. Pay attention to how the ramp
lines up with the door lip, and make sure the door can still swing or slide freely once the ramp isin
place.

Kerb Ramps

A kerb ramp bridges the step between the roadway or car park and the footpath. These are common
at outdoor events. When placing one, think about the approach angle. A visitor coming along the
footpath needs enough room to turn onto the ramp without veering into traffic. The surface should
be firm and dip-resistant, especialy if it might get wet.

Modular or Permanent Ramps

If your venue hosts events regularly, a modular or permanent ramp may be worth considering.
These are typically aluminium or timber systems that bolt together on site. For anything
permanent, get professional advice and check local council requirements and relevant Australian
Standards before committing.

If you are comparing options for a portable or threshold access ramp for Australian venues, 10ok
at therise it can cover, its width, weight capacity, storage needs, and surface grip. Always match
the ramp type and load rating to your actual use, not just the height of the step.

Setup and Hosting Basics

Having the right ramp is only half the job. How you set it up and how you greet people at the door
matter just as much.

Set It Safely

Place the ramp on stable, even ground. Make sure the top lip sits flush against the step or threshold
as designed by the manufacturer. Remove loose mats or rugs that could shift underfoot. If the
surface feels dlippery, use a suitable non-slip mat at the base. Keep the full width of the ramp clear
of signage stands, pot plants, or stacked chairs.

Host the Arrival

Assign afriendly greeter near the entrance, someone who can offer help when asked but does not
rush people or make assumptions. A calm, unhurried pace at the door sets the tone for the event. If
the ramp is around a corner or not immediately visible, a simple sign pointing the way is enough.

Weather and Visibility

For outdoor or evening events, plan for rain and low light. A wet ramp surface can be slippery, so
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keep a towel or squeegee nearby. Add a battery-powered light or reflective tape along the ramp
edges so visitors can see where they are stepping after dark.

Care, Storage, and Quick Checks

A short routine before and after each event keeps your ramp safer and extends its life. Use this
simple checklist:

o Clear debris, dirt, or leaves from the surface.

Check for cracks, dents, or any wobble in the frame.

Confirm the traction surface is till grippy and not worn smooth.

Test that folding ramps open, close, and lock correctly.

Wipe down metal partsif they got wet, then store the ramp in adry, accessible spot so it is easy
to grab next time.

Remember that any weight capacity or suitability claim applies only to the specific ramp and
manufacturer rating you are working with. Do not assume one ramp’s specs apply to another
model.

Conclusion

A ramp at your door is a small investment with a powerful message: everyone belongs here. By
taking time to observe your space, choosing the right ramp for your needs, and setting it up with
care, you remove a barrier and invite more people in. Accessibility starts at the entrance, and it sets
the tone for everything that happens inside.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

This entry was posted on Friday, June 26th, 2026 at 1:13 pm and is filed under Check This Out
You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. You can leave a
response, or trackback from your own site.
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