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Independent V oices, New Perspectives

Healthy Boundaries Everyone Should Learn In Early Life
Our Friends - Monday, February 23rd, 2026

Many people grow up without learning how to set healthy boundaries. They try to please everyone.
They avoid conflict. Over time, this leads to stress, resentment, and emotional exhaustion.
Boundaries are not about pushing people away. They are about protecting your time, energy, and
mental peace. Learning them early makes relationships heathier and life simpler.

Ideas discussed in the Let Them theory book show how letting people act as they choose can
reduce unnecessary struggle. When you stop controlling others and start managing your own
responses, life becomes calmer and more balanced.

What Healthy Boundaries Actually Mean

Boundaries are personal limits. They define what you accept and what you do not. Many people
think boundaries are rude. But actually, they create respect. When others understand your limits,
communication becomes clearer.

A boundary can be simple. Saying no to extra work. Asking for personal space. Choosing not to
engage in arguments. These small actions protect emotional well-being. Healthy boundaries are
clear and communicated limits that protect your physical, emotional, and mental well-being.

Why People Struggle With Boundaries

Most boundary problems start with fear. Fear of rejection. Fear of disappointing others. Fear of
being seen as selfish. Children tend to seek approval by agreeing with others. This pattern can stick
with them into adulthood. As a result, many people end up overcommitting themselves and feeling
overwhelmed.

Without boundaries, resentment builds quietly. Relationships then suffer because needs remain
unspoken.

Letting People Be Who They Are

One powerful lesson explained in The Let Them Theory book is simple. Let people show you who
they are. Trying to control others creates stress. Y ou cannot force someone to behave differently.
Y ou can only decide how you respond.

If someone often cancels plans, let them. Then choose whether you continue making plans with
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them or prioritise other connections. This mindset removes emotional chasing and replaces it with
clarity.

Learning to Say No without Guilt

Saying no is one of the hardest skills to learn. Many people overexplain or apologise excessively.
A healthy no is calm and respectful. It does not require long excuses. Short responses can work
best. Clear communication prevents misunderstandings and protects your schedule.

For example:
| cannot commit to that right now.

| need time for myself today.

Emotional Boundaries in Relationships

Emotional boundaries stop you from carrying other people’s feelings as your responsibility.
Supporting someone does not mean solving every problem for them. Listening is healthy.
Absorbing stressis not.

When someone is upset, you can care without losing emotional balance. This separation helps
maintain long-term emotional strength.

Recognising Unhealthy Reactions to Boundaries

Not everyone will like your boundaries. Some people benefit from your lack of limits. They may
react with guilt, anger, or pressure. This response often confirms why the setting boundary was
needed. Healthy relationships adjust over time. Respect grows when expectations become clear.

Constant availability leads to burnout. Healthy boundaries include setting limits on calls, messages,
and social commitments. Scheduling personal time is not selfish. It allows rest and improves focus
on personal improvement. People who manage their time well often feel more present in
relationships.

DONATE NOW TO SUPPORT OUR FRONT-PAGE COVERAGE OF ARTS AND
CULTURE
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Jordan Schnitzer Wants to Share His Art With the World
R. Daniel Foster - Sunday, February 22nd, 2026

Jordan Schnitzer stands in his 50,000-square-foot Portland warehouse, 22,000 artworks on shelves
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backing him. It’s the largest collection of prints and multiplesin the U.S. Schnitzer, areal estate
mogul, art patron, and philanthropist, wants you to experience it.

Moreover, Portland-born Schnitzer wants young people to view, contemplate, and absorb art. In an
exhibit space that fronts his warehouse, about a dozen teenagers do just that on an early February
morning. Schnitzer has bused them in from a high school in Aurora, set in arural area, 25 miles
south of Portland.

Jordan Schnitzer, in an exhibition space that fronts his art warehouse | Photo: R.
Daniel Foster

A Mission for Inclusivity

A teacher tells Schnitzer that her school’ s funding has been cut; there are no more art classes. All
the more reason to “ bring the school to us,” Schnitzer tells the instructor and teenagers.
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The 50,000 square-foot warehouse that houses Jordan Schnitzer’s art collection | Photo: R. Daniel
Foster

With students encircling him, Schnitzer says, “For too many decades, women, people of color were
not represented on the walls of major museums.” His collection includes works by Kara Walker,
Marie Watt, and Hank Willis Thomas. Schnitzer adds that his collection is nhow geared toward
expanding holdings of younger artists, especially indigenous, women, and those of color. Still, he
admits, works by Ellsworth Kelly, Frank Stella, and Robert Rauschenberg—all represented in his
collection—might now languish in archives as they make room for new and underrepresented
artists. Still, he views this shift as a necessary evolution.
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Schnitzer’ s real estate offices are filled with art | Photo: R. Daniel Foster

All told, Schnitzer’s collection includes mixed mediaworks, glass, paintings, and sculptures.

Before the warehouse tour, Schnitzer gave a walk around his real estate headquarters, Schnitzer
Properties on Salmon Street. Original modern art covered every wall, with sculptural pieces lining
shelves in meeting rooms and along hallways. Even the copy room was adorned with artwork. We
passed delicate glass works by Dutch artist Frank van den Ham, who has been fascinated with
Africa and the Far East throughout his career. Also, Jay Macdonnell’ s towering whimsical 2006
piece (it resembles a strung-out jellyfish): “Diablo Red Cane with Pomegranate Red and Saffron
Yellow.”

Nearby, a Judy Chicago cast glass sculpture stood out: “Grand Flaming Fist,” part of alater series
in Chicago’s 60-year career.

The Evolution of a Private Collection
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“David Hockney: Works from the Collections of Jordan D. Schnitzer and His Family Foundation” at
the Portland Art Museum.

Schnitzer acquired Chicago’s print archives in 2021, which, upon expansion, is now the largest
collection of Chicago’'s work in all media. In 2023, the Jordan Schnitzer Family Foundation
published Judy Chicago: The Inside Story, described in the book as “a crucial collection of prints
and multiples from the doyenne of feminist art.” (The foundation also has a publishing arm that
creates exhibition catalogs and artist monographs.)

Schnitzer aims to expose the masses to art—whether in his real estate offices, by busing in
teenagers, or by lending his art to more obscure museums where the populace would be unlikely to
seeit if not for his efforts. He calls it “art as a public good.” He's shared his private collection,
which he calls his “lending library,” with millions via loans through his non-profit foundation,
which has organized more than 180 exhibitions appearing in over 130 museums.
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At the Portland Art Museum: “David Hockney: Works from the Collections of Jordan D. Schnitzer
and His Family Foundation” | Photo: R. Daniel Foster

Schnitzer’ s mother, Arlene Schnitzer (1929-2020) founded the Fountain Gallery in 1961, credited
as Portland’ s first professional commercial art gallery. She was intent on providing a venue for
local artists to sell and exhibit their work, and helped launch the careers of Hilda Morris, Louis
Bunce, Mel Katz, and Robert Colescott. Alongside her husband, Harold, the couple became known
as Portland’ s “First Family of the Arts.”
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At the Portland Art Museum: “David Hockney: Works from the Collections of Jordan D. Schnitzer
and His Family Foundation” | Photo: R. Daniel Foster

The couple’s only child, Jordan, caught the art bug, collecting prints and multiples in earnest
starting in the late 1980s. At age 14, he bought hisfirst piece, a small study named “ Sanctuary,” by
Portland artist Louis Bunce. With afamily discount, he paid $60 for the work, with its vivid shapes
in blue, green, orange, and red.

[

Schnitzer has since established three academic art museums in the Pacific Northwest, one at
Washington State University, another at the University of Oregon, and a third at Portland State
University. Continuing the legacy of his parents, the Harold & Arlene Schnitzer CARE Foundation
has given over $300 million to fund nonprofits, including those geared to arts and culture, youth,
educational programs, and medical and social services.

Schnitzer’s newest exhibit is located a few blocks from his real estate headquarters—at the
Portland Art Museum. “David Hockney: Works from the Collections of Jordan D. Schnitzer and
His Family Foundation” opened February 14 and runs until July 26. It's the largest North
American survey exhibition of Hockney’s work.

Hockney: Merging Art and Technology
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On opening night, 200-plus prints, video, collages, photographic, and iPad drawings were on
display—a six-decade survey of Hockney’s work. Always an early adopter of technology,
Hockney has forever experimented; the show is a singular overview of his work presented in
varied forms. Seen as a whole, viewers can perceive exactly how Hockney’s ingenious mind
works.

Far from using technology as a gimmick, Hockney employed it as a way to convey fresh
perspectives, including how to depict a 3D world onto a 2D surface. He first used Polaroid
photographs to create collages of dozens of photos, mimicking how the human eye surveys a room.
In the late 1980s, Hockney used office copies as a kind of printing press, layering colors and
textures by running sheets through a machine multiple times. Later, he began faxing his art to
galleries and friends, favoring the technology’ s low-resolution lines.
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Nathan Rivas; “ Transmission”
Nathan Rivas - Saturday, February 21st, 2026

Transmission

In 2023

| commissioned my mechanic to build a new transmission,

an official intermission for acar in remission.

| love and hate my Chevy Cruze, named Nightwing

on one hand, he isthe key to a thousand wonderful memories;
on the other hand, he’ s an American engine,

so my prevailing thought

isthat he' sin the shop more often than not.

As ateacher and grad student who couldn’t afford dental,

It was never the plan to land a long-term rental.

Instead, | commuted on foot from the West Side to Lincoln Heights,
three-hour rides,

meaning mornings began before the Dawn could ignite the first light.

L os Angeles transportation might be the worst in the nation

or so | wastold by people

who'’d never set foot in a station.

| dog-sat in Burbank, danced in South Gate,

stayed up all night in West Hollywood

then walked over to Silver Lake.

| played softball in Culver, basketball in Long Beach,

| ate taguitos smothered in green salsa on the lovely Olvera Street,
| yelped my karaoke songsin K-Town

and ate Bacon Wrapped hot dogs in Downtown.
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| even cleaned the LA River with a couple of its friends
and | learned alesson that was unexpected back then:
walking was never ameansto an end

The journey more important than the destination.

| certainly missed the scenic drives

from Mulholland to Malibu, til the pink hit the skies.

| miss cruising through nightfall, amid the city lights and coyote cries
| missed blasting my audio waves for al to hear,

for my immaculate music collection was now constrained to my ear.

All these yearslater, | have been working in Watts.
Low-key, | get excited when Nightwing isin the shop.
| believe the timing was orchestrated by the Divine,
Cusas soon as | got here, Metro added aline.

The Tap card isthe key that holds all the power
And this time my commute takes less than an hour.

* k%

(Featured image from Pexels)
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The Art of Living Simply: Minimalism,
Anti?Consumerism, and the Role of Savings
Our Friends - Friday, February 20th, 2026

In a world where consumption is often equated with success, the concept of
minimalism offers a refreshing counter-narrative. Minimalism challenges the
conventional ideas of wealth and success, focusing instead on the art of living with
less. By shedding excess material goods and simplifying one’s lifestyle, minimalism
advocates for alife centered on purpose, mindfulness, and sustainable happiness. In a
society dominated by consumerism, this movement offers a much-needed antidote to
the pressures of “keeping up.”

But what does this way of life mean for our relationship with money and, more
specifically, how we save? Minimalism isn't just about getting rid of things; it’s about
being intentional with what we have. This philosophy can have a profound effect on
how we think about our finances and how we save for the future.

Minimalism and Saving Money: Rewriting Financial
Priorities

At the heart of minimalism lies a deliberate re-prioritization of values. Rather than
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spending money on fleeting pleasures or accumulating goods that eventually clutter
our lives, minimalists focus on purchasing only what truly adds value. This shift in
perspective influences everything, from the way we approach daily expenses to long-
term financial planning.

Minimalists often ask themselves tough questions before making purchases: “Do |
really need this? Will it contribute to my overall happiness or well-being?’ This
mindful approach to spending doesn’t just help reduce waste; it also frees up more
money for savings. Instead of pouring money into things that don’t bring lasting
satisfaction, minimalists tend to focus on the quality of their experiences,
relationships, and the things that align with their deeper values.

Interestingly, this focus on saving goes hand-in-hand with the importance of long-
term financial planning. While the minimalist movement is often associated with
living simply, it doesn’'t suggest neglecting one’s future. In fact, many minimalists
embrace the idea of financial independence and security. They are less likely to
overextend themselves with debt, and more likely to invest in their financial futures
with careful attention. One of the simplest and most effective ways to do thisis by
using a savings account.

In today’ s world, having a practical tool to manage finances helps minimalists stay
focused on their goals. It’s not about extravagant wealth or opulence but about being
intentional and secure. A savings account provides a secure space to keep funds,
whether for emergencies, future projects, or big life events. With minimalism
emphasizing the importance of being prepared for the unexpected, it becomes not just
asafety net, but a space for freedom and control.

The Connection Between Anti?Consumerism and the
Desire to Save

Anti-consumerism, like minimalism, encourages us to step away from the cycle of
constant consumption. It challenges the notion that happiness can be bought or that
worth istied to the things we own. Instead, anti-consumerism promotes values such as
sustainability, well-being, and ethical consumption. It suggests that we live more
fulfilling lives when we focus less on accumulating material goods and more on
fostering connections, personal growth, and experiences.

For many, one of the unexpected benefits of this shift in valuesis financial liberation.
By rejecting the consumerist cycle, individuals find themselves spending less on
impulse purchases, designer labels, or the latest trends. This newfound freedom not
only reduces clutter in their homes but also in their bank accounts.

As people begin to shed their dependency on consumer goods, they often experience a
profound change in their financial habits. They recognize that spending on things they
don’t need detracts from their long-term financial goals. As aresult, there's a natural
inclination to save more. Saving isn’'t about accumulating wealth for the sake of
wealth; it’s about having the financial freedom to live the life they truly want.

In this context, managing finances becomes not just a practical step, but a symbol of
intentionality and self-discipline. It allows individuals to put their money where their
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values lie. By saving money in a secure place, they’re reinforcing the principles of
anti-consumerism — prioritizing the future over the present and creating a buffer
against aworld that constantly encourages us to spend.

Minimalism in Action: Practical Steps to Simplify and
Save

While the philosophy of minimalism is abstract, its principles can be applied to
tangible actions that lead to meaningful changes in one’s finances. Here are a few
practical ways minimalists save money:

1. Decluttering and Selling Unnecessary ltems

Minimalists often find that their home is full of things they don’t truly need. One of
the first steps in the minimalist journey is decluttering — going through
belongings and selling or donating anything that no longer serves a purpose. The
money earned from these sales can then be redirected into a secure financial space,
where it can accumulate over time. This process of letting go of material
possessions can also bring about a greater sense of peace, knowing that the things
we keep are truly valuable to us.

. Mindful Shopping

Minimalists adopt a mindful approach to shopping, carefully considering whether
an item is necessary or if it will truly enhance their lives. Before making any
purchase, they ask themselves if it aligns with their values or whether it will just
contribute to the clutter in their homes. By being more intentional with spending,
they naturally save more money.

. Embracing Secondhand Goods

Minimalists often turn to secondhand shops and thrift stores for items they need,
from furniture to clothing. Not only does this practice support sustainability, but it
also saves money, as secondhand goods are typically much cheaper than new ones.
The money saved from these purchases can contribute to long-term financial goals.

. Focusing on Experiences Over Things

Many minimalists prefer to invest in experiences rather than material goods.
Instead of spending money on possessions that quickly lose their luster, they opt for
travel, creative projects, and activities that enrich their lives. These experiences
tend to be more fulfilling than acquiring new things, and the savings they
accumulate by focusing on experiences can be set aside to prepare for future
adventures or emergencies.
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The Bigger Picture: Saving as a Path to Freedom

For many minimalists and anti-consumerists, saving money isn't just a financial
strategy — it’s a way of reclaiming their autonomy. By stepping away from the
constant pressures of consumption, they free themselves to live on their own terms.
This financial freedom allows them to choose how they spend their time, where they
live, and what projects they pursue, without being bogged down by unnecessary debt
or financial insecurity.

At its core, the practice of saving is about security and choice. It’s about knowing
that, no matter what happens, you have a cushion to fall back on. Whether it’s an
emergency fund, a future investment, or a dream project, having money set asidein a
savings account empowers you to live with confidence, knowing that you' ve created a
solid foundation for the future.

In aworld where we' re constantly bombarded with messages that tell us to buy more,
save less, and focus on external markers of success, minimalism and anti-
consumerism offer an alternative vision. It's away of living that prioritizes quality
over quantity, sustainability over excess, and mindfulness over mindless consumption.
Saving money, then, becomes not just a financial goal but a reflection of the values
we hold dear — values that will ultimately shape the future we' re building.

Photo: rawpixel.com via Freepik.
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How Online Casinos Are Innovating in 2026
Our Friends - Friday, February 20th, 2026

The last time online casinos made a serious leap forward, it was because smartphones
got fast enough to run live dealer feeds without buffering. That was roughly 2018.
Since then, most of what passed for progress was cosmetic: better graphics, more slot
themes, quicker registration forms. 2026 is different because the underlying
infrastructure of these platforms has changed. The games look similar on the surface,
but the systems running them, the payment methods funding them, and the algorithms
managing player sessions have all been rebuilt in ways that affect how people actually
play and spend. This article covers where that rebuilding is happening and what it
means in practical terms.
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Phones Run the Business Now

Over 92% of online casino players access games through mobile devices, according to
Digital Edge. That figure has consequences for how platforms are designed and
funded. Mobile and tablet use captured 53.65% of revenue in 2025, and Mordor
Intelligence projects this segment will grow at a 13.65% compound annual rate
through 2031.

Platforms that still treat mobile as a secondary channel are falling behind. The ones
gaining traction in 2026 build for small screens first, then adapt upward for desktop.
GRS Tech has pointed to adaptive mobile interfaces as a core trend this year, meaning
the layout, button placement, and game sel ection change depending on the device and
connection speed a player is using. A person on a 4-year-old phone with spotty
reception sees a different version of the same site than someone on a flagship device
with fiber Wi-Fi.

This matters because load time and responsiveness affect how long a session lasts and
how likely a player is to deposit again. Platforms that get this wrong lose players
quietly, with no complaint and no return visit.

Where Players Are Actually Spending Time in 2026

The market is on track to hit USD 101.45 billion by 2026 according to Mordor
Intelligence, and much of that money flows through platforms that would have been
hard to categorize five years ago. Real-money casino apps, blockchain poker rooms,
online sweepstakes casinos, and crypto-native sportsbooks all compete for the same
player base now, each offering different entry points and payout structures.

What separates them is less about the games and more about how deposits and
withdrawals work. GR8 Tech reports 3x lower transaction costs for crypto turnkey
clients, which explains why newer platforms lean heavily on flexible payment rails to

pull in players.
Al That Watches How You Play

Algorithms analyzing player behavior are the most transformative element in 2026
casino games. These systems study a person’s playing style within minutes of a
session starting. Based on that data, they adjust game difficulty and bonus frequency
to keep engagement levels steady.

SOFTSWISS published its 2026 iGaming Trends Report, which documented a surge
in Al-driven monitoring tools that identify risky behavior in real time. If a player's
betting patterns suggest distress or compulsive activity, the system can flag the
account or trigger an intervention prompt before a human reviewer even sees the data.

On the commercia side, the same technology is used to personalize promotions. A
player who tends to deposit small amounts on weekends might receive a targeted
bonus on Friday evening. A high-volume table game player might see loyalty rewards
structured differently than a slots player. The goal is precision. Blanket promotions
sent to entire player databases are becoming less common because they perform
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worse than tailored offers.

Blockchain and Provably Fair Games

Since 2022, provably fair games built on blockchain technology have grown to
command a 15% market share in new platform launches, per Digital Edge. Provably
fair means the outcome of each game round can be independently verified by the
player using a cryptographic hash. The casino cannot alter results after the fact, and
the player does not need to trust the operator’ s word alone.

This has attracted a segment of players who are skeptical of traditional random
number generators. The verification process is automatic and takes seconds.

Crypto payments tie into this directly. GR8 Tech reports delivering 1.6x higher
deposit conversions for crypto turnkey clients compared to traditional payment
processing. Faster deposits, lower fees, and fewer failed transactions all contribute to
that number.

Regional Splits Worth Noting

Europe held 56.90% of global online gambling revenue in 2025. North Americais
catching up at a 15.40% compound annual growth rate through 2031, driven by state-
by-state legalization in the United States and provincial regulation in Canada. Digital
Edge projects global online casino revenue will reach $114.4 billion by 2026, with
mobile-first platforms capturing the largest portion of new playersin both regions.

NFTs and Gamification Features

GR8 Tech highlighted NFT-based gamification as a growing feature set in 2026
platforms. Players earn or purchase NFTs that function as loyalty tokens, unlockable
content, or entry passes to exclusive tournaments. These tokens sit in a player’ s wallet
and can sometimes be traded or sold outside the platform.

The appeal hereis ownership. A traditional loyalty point disappearsif the casino shuts
down or the player closes their account. An NFT stored on a blockchain does not.

Where This Leaves the Industry

Online casinos in 2026 are building around Al personalization, crypto payment
infrastructure, blockchain verification, and mobile-first design. The platforms gaining
ground are doing so by reducing friction at every step, from signup to withdrawal.
The market numbers support this direction, and the technology is now mature enough
that these features work reliably at scale. What happens next depends on regulation,
but the technical foundation is already in place.

Photo: pikisuperstar via their website.
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A Guide to San Miguel de Allende Real Estate
Our Friends - Friday, February 20th, 2026

San Miguel de Allende has become one of the most sought-after property destinations
in Mexico for buyers who want both lifestyle and long-term value. The city offers
architectural beauty, a vibrant cultural scene, and a climate that supports comfortable
living year-round. Buyers are drawn not only by its visual charm but by the quality of
daily life it supports. Walkable neighborhoods, established infrastructure, and a strong
international community create a setting where homeowners can settle in with
confidence rather than uncertainty.

Interest in real estate in San Miguel de Allende continues to grow among full-time
residents, seasonal homeowners, and investors looking for stable demand. Choosing
the right property here requires more than reacting to beautiful listings. It calls for a
clear understanding of neighborhoods, property types, ownership considerations, and
long-term costs. With the right approach, buyers can secure a home that delivers both
personal enjoyment and lasting value in one of Mexico’'s most respected real estate
markets.

How Pricing and Value Work in San Miguel’s Property
Market

San Miguel does not operate like atypical volume-driven real estate market. Pricing is
highly sensitive to micro-location, architectural character, and outdoor living quality.
Two homes with similar square footage can differ significantly in priceif one sitson a
quiet callejon near Centro and the other is on a busier street with limited parking.
Buyers quickly learn that value here istied to experience rather than size alone.

Historic charm carries real weight. Properties with original stonework, well-preserved
courtyards, and thoughtful restoration often command premium pricing because they
are difficult to replicate. At the same time, buyers expect modern comfort inside those
historic walls. Homes that blend traditional architecture with updated plumbing,
electrical systems, and kitchens tend to move faster and hold value better.

Newer neighborhoods such as Guadiana, Ojo de Agua, and parts of the Golden Zone
attract buyers who want a balance of proximity to Centro and quieter residential
streets. Hillside areas like Atascadero and Balcones offer larger lots and sweeping
views. Each area has its own pricing logic, and understanding that logic is essential
before making an offer.
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What Makes San Miguel Homes Distinct From Other
Markets

Homes in San Miguel are designed around light, air, and outdoor living. Rooftop
terraces, interior courtyards, and thick masonry walls create spaces that stay
comfortable throughout the year. Buyers accustomed to open suburban layouts often
find that San Miguel homes feel more intentional and private, with rooms arranged
around shared central spaces.

Water systems and construction details deserve careful attention. Many homes rely on
cisterns and pressure systems rather than constant municipal water flow. Well-built
properties manage this seamlessly, while poorly maintained systems can lead to
frustration. Roof drainage and waterproofing also matter, especially during the rainy
season, when sudden storms test every surface.

Street access is another defining feature. Centro properties often sit on narrow,
charming streets that limit parking. Some buyers see this as part of the city’s appeal.
Others prefer neighborhoods with easier parking and vehicle access. Understanding
how each area functions day to day helps buyers choose a home that matches their
routine.

Where Buyers Are Choosing to Live and Why

Different buyer profiles gravitate toward different parts of San Miguel. Centro
remains the cultural heart of the city and appeals to those who want galleries,
restaurants, and events within walking distance. Living here places you inside the
city’ s energy, though it can also mean more activity and higher pricing.

Areas such as Guadiana and San Antonio attract buyers who want walkability with a
camer residential feel. These neighborhoods offer access to cafés, markets, and parks
without the constant flow of visitors seen in Centro. Many full-time residents find this
balance ideal for daily living.

For buyers seeking space and views, hillside neighborhoods like Atascadero and Los
Frailes offer larger homes and quieter surroundings. These areas often require driving
rather than walking, but they provide privacy and expansive layouts that are harder to
find closer to the historic core. Each neighborhood supports a different lifestyle, and
the right choice depends on how you plan to spend your time.

Why Architecture and Restoration Quality Matter Here

San Miguel’s visual identity depends heavily on architectural integrity. Buyers are
often drawn to homes with hand-carved stone details, wooden doors, and traditional
facades. Y et the true value of these properties liesin how well they have been restored
or maintained. A thoughtful renovation that respects original design while upgrading
infrastructure can significantly increase long-term value.

Poorly executed renovations create the opposite effect. Cosmetic updates that ignore
plumbing, electrical, or structural realities may look appealing at first but can require
major reinvestment later. Buyers benefit from evaluating what lies behind the walls as
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carefully aswhat isvisible.

New construction continues to expand across the city, offering modern layouts and
updated systems. Quality varies widely. Some contemporary homes are built to high
standards with excellent materials and drainage planning. Others prioritize appearance
over durability. Inspection and local knowledge help buyers distinguish between the
two.

The Role of Lifestyle in Choosing the Right Property

San Miguel is a city where lifestyle and property choice are closely connected. Many
residents structure their days around walking, meeting friendsin local cafés, attending
cultural events, and enjoying outdoor spaces. A home that supports this rhythm will
feel far more satisfying than one chosen solely for size or price.

The outdoor living space is often the most-used part of the home. Rooftop terraces for
sunset views, shaded courtyards for afternoon meals, and gardens for morning coffee
all contribute to daily comfort. Buyers should consider how these spaces function
across seasons rather than viewing them as decorative features.

Community also plays a role. Some neighborhoods foster close connections among
residents, while others offer more privacy. Buyers should think about how much
interaction they want and choose a location that supports that preference. The right
socia environment can shape the entire ownership experience.

Long-Term Value and Ownership Experience in San
Miguel

San Miguel’s appeal has proven durable over time. Demand remains steady because
the city offers a combination of cultural richness, livability, and architectural beauty
that few destinations match. Properties that are well-located and thoughtfully
designed tend to attract strong interest from both domestic and international buyers.

Ownership success here often depends on choosing a home that aligns with how you
actually live. Part-time residents benefit from properties that are easy to maintain and
secure. Full-time residents often prioritize walkability, comfort, and community
integration. Investors look for homes with strong rental appeal and reliable
infrastructure.

A well-chosen property in San Miguel de Allende becomes more than areal estate
asset. It becomes part of a daily routine shaped by light, architecture, and a city that
rewards those who choose carefully.

Photo: Freepik via their website.
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Posted in Check This Out | No Comments »

Siblings and Spirits at City Center
David Sheward - Thursday, February 19th, 2026

The two-actor cast of Ngozi Anyanwu'’s The Monsters at the intimate Stage I at City
Center in a Manhattan Theater Club production, go through quite aworkout in its 90-
minute running time, both physically and emotionally. So does the audience.
Anyanwu’s tight and devastating script rings some familiar bells in the estranged-
family division, but her script is honest and heartfelt. Her direction is well-paced and,
with the aide of Cha See€’s lighting, creatively transforms Andrew Boyce's simple
gym setting into amyriad of locales.
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Aigner Mizzelle and Okieriete Onaodowan in The Monsters.
Credit: T. Charles Erickson

As the play opens, Big and Lil (short for Little) are disconnected African-American
siblings, survivors of an abusive father. Big, whose real name is not revealed until the
end of the play, is a champion mixed-martial arts fighter. His half-sister Lil (actual
name: Josephine) attempts to resume their once close relationship after 15 years of
silence. Gradually, their severed bond is knit back together as Big trains Lil in MMA.
As sheraises in the ring ranks, long buried resentments and secrets are revealed and
their conflict erupts in a grueling grudge match. (Gerry Rodriguez is the masterful
fight director.)

Okieriete Onaodowan has the massive muscular presence to be convincing as a
dominating fighter, and the acting skill to convey Big's sensitive hidden side. Aigner
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Mizzelleis equally versatile as the needy yet boisterous Lil, displaying both her brash
exuberance and her concealed vulnerability. In one interesting piece of staging
Anyanwu has the two break from a rigorous training session into an interpretative
dance expressing their love and joy in each other’s company. Rickey Tripp supplied
the fluid dance movement, flowing from calisthenics to choreography.

Aigner Mizzelle and Okieriete Onaodowan in The Monsters.
Credit: T. Charles Erickson

Not surprisingly, the siblings reconcile but only after exposing their rage and
resentment over having to express their emotions through violence. In other words, in
order for society to respect them, they feel they have to become the monsters of the
title. Anyanwu allows them to let their inner monsters go in a compassionate climax.

Meanwhile, in the same City Center building, a totally different theatrical experience
has materialized in the form of Encores!’ concert staging of High Spirits, the long
neglected 1964 musical version of Noel Coward’s frothy and ghostly comedy Blithe
Spirit. Coward' s tightly constructed play about a writer accidentally summoning the
specter of his first wife and thus disrupting his current marriage has had several
notable Broadway, regional and stock productions since its debut in the 1940s. But
thismusical by Hugh Martin and Timothy Gray (who collaborated on the book, music
and lyrics) vanished without a trace after 375 performances. Despite delightful star
turns by Tammy Grimes and Beatrice Lillie, it was overwhelmed by smash hits Hello,
Dolly! and Funny Girl, garnering no Tonys.
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Andrea Martin in High Spirits.
Credit: Joan Marcus

The book adheres closely to Coward’s original, but adding comedy numbers for the
medium role (originally played by Lillie) and giving her a side line as the proprietor
of spiritually-centered coffee shop. This location allows for the chorus to play
beatniks. Martin and Gray’s songs are sparkling and funny, often sporting ingenious
rhymes and images. In “Home Sweet Heaven,” the ghost Elvira merrily sings of
Casanova attempting to flirt with Gertrude Stein and Joan of Arc bringing the spark to
every party.

This type of obscure tuner with several worthy elements is exactly the type of
production to fulfill Encores!’s mission statement, bringing neglected musicals down
from the attic for another look. Director Jessica Stone has blown away the cobwebs
and polished up the old darling with a spiffy, spooky, self-referential but still clever
staging and music director Mary-Mitchell Campbell delivers a splendidly rich
performance of the score, with afull 29-piece orchestra.

The concert version employs Coward himself as a narrator, elegantly embodied by
Campbell Scott who also plays Dr. Bradman. Binders with scripts are used, and often
ingeniously worked into the staging. For example, Andrea Martin as the zany medium
has her script pasted on the back of her ouijaboard and refersto it as she sings.

That’s just of asample of Stone’'s charming work. Fabrics fly through the air, a chorus
of bicycles pedals along, and ghosts, tables and chairs levitate. (Skylar Fox is credited
with Magic and lllusions.)
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Phillpa Soo and Steven Pasquale in High Spirits.
Credit: Joan Marcus

The company is obviously enjoying themselves. Real-life husband and wife Steven
Pasguale and Phillipa Soo drily trade barbs with aplomb as Charles Condomine and
his second, living wife Ruth. Katrina Lenk is a silvery, silken slyph as the
otherworldly Elvira. Andrea Martin is riotously and uninhibitedly eccentric as the
daffy medium. Rachel Dratch mugs skillfully as the put-upon maid Edith. As noted,
Scott is a martini-dry delight as the Cowardly narrator and Dr. Bradman and Jennifer
Sanchez is appropriately ditzy as hiswife.

High Spirits is a dated affair and there is little chance of a full-scale Broadway
revival. So it's a treat to see this gorgeous ghost of another musical-comedy era
briefly brought back to life.

The Monsters: Feb. 11-March 22. Manhattan Theater Club in association with
Two River Theater at New York City Center Stagell, 131 W. 55th St., NYC.
Running time: one hour and 40 mins. with no intermission. nycitycenter.org.

High Spirits: Feb. 4—15. Encores! at New York City Center, 131 W. 55th St.,
NYC. Running time: two hours and 30 mins. including intermission.
nycitycenter.org.

Posted in Theatre, Music, Reviews, Performing | No Comments »

Adaptive Leadership in Modern Sports Administration
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Our Friends - Thursday, February 19th, 2026

In today’s rapidly shifting sports landscape, administrators face unprecedented
levels of complexity, competition, and uncertainty. Sports management is no
longer just about maintaining the status quo; it has become afield characterized by
rapid transformation and new challenges at every turn. The concept of adaptive
leadership has therefore become more crucia than ever, equipping leaders with the
tools and approaches necessary to thrive in a constantly changing world. Advanced
educational programs, such as earning a doctor ate in sports management online,
now serve as essential pathways for both emerging and established |eaders to
acquire the critical knowledge and practical leadership frameworks necessary for
navigating this dynamic environment. With the sports industry evolving through
shifts in technology, social expectations, and global events, developing the
capacity to adapt effectively can determine whether a sports organization
flourishes or falls behind in a hyper-competitive market.

Effective sports administrators are increasingly expected to strike a delicate balance
between operational demands, stakeholder interests, and the well-being of
athletes—all of which are often required in real-time and amid high public scrutiny.
Adaptive leadership is about more than merely reacting to new information as it
arises; it demands a commitment to continuous learning, proactive innovation, and
purposefully guiding teams through uncertainty toward shared goals. By embracing
this mindset, modern leaders can transform potential crises into opportunities for
growth, foster sustainable high performance, and ensure their organizations remain
relevant as the industry continues to evolve.

Understanding Adaptive Leadership

Adaptive leadership is a dynamic approach that combines courage, flexibility, and
strategic vision, empowering sports leaders to confront complex, emerging challenges
directly. Rather than relying solely on rigid or hierarchical decision-making models,
adaptive leaders break away from top-down approaches. They empower their teamsto
engage in critical thinking, encourage a diversity of viewpoints, and foster an
organizational culture rooted in experimentation, resilience, and continuous
improvement. As sports organizations navigate disruptive forces like new business
models, heightened expectations from fans, and advances in technology, adaptive
leaders must learn to accurately diagnose shifting realities and deploy both technical
expertise and creativity in problem-solving. Research from St. Thomas University
highlights how the best adaptive |eaders model emotional intelligence, invite dissent
and constructive feedback, and reframe setbacks as valuable opportunities for
individual and organizational growth. This mindset has become indispensable in
guiding sports organizations through today’ s landscape of uncertainty.

Effective Communication: The Cornerstone of
Adaptability

Transparent, ongoing communication serves as the bedrock of adaptive leadership,
ensuring that entire organizations remain aligned during periods of transition and
uncertainty. Sports leaders are increasingly called upon to communicate authentically
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and clearly, whether guiding teams through organizational restructuring, responding
to a public relations crisis, or making difficult trade-offs for the long-term benefit of
the organization. Building environments in which staff and athletes feel heard and
valued—not simply instructed or informed—significantly reduces resistance to
change, boosts buy-in, and improves organizational resilience. Insights from Forbes
emphasize that regular check-ins, open forums, and structured feedback loops are
essential for maintaining open channels of dialogue. In sports organizations where
open communication is prioritized, leaders are better equipped to identify and address
friction points early, leading to greater adaptability and more robust long-term
outcomes.

Enhancing Decision-Making Skills

One of the hallmarks of adaptive leadership in sports administration liesin the ability
to make informed, timely decisions under pressure. From overseeing event logistics
and developing recruitment strategies to navigating compliance issues and responding
to crises, modern leaders must continually sharpen their decision-making skills.
Effective decision-makers strike a balance between intuition developed through
experience and data-driven analysis, as well as forward-thinking scenario planning.
Many sporting organizations now emphasize ongoing education and training that
feature real-world simulations, case studies, and mentorship, enabling leaders to
practice and refine their decision-making abilities in a supportive environment.
Cultivating the willingness to view mistakes not as failures but as opportunities for
iterative improvement and organizational learning further strengthens a leader’s
ability to act confidently in high-stakes situations. This approach also encourages
team members to contribute their insights actively, increasing the likelihood of well-
rounded and inclusive decisions.

Building a Collaborative Team Culture

Top-performing sports organizations recognize that adaptability thrives within
collaborative, inclusive team cultures. Leaders play a vital role in shaping
environments where different perspectives are invited, respected, and leveraged for
innovative problem-solving. By actively promoting mentorship and interdepartmental
partnerships, as well as endorsing distributed leadership models, administrators can
foster a strong sense of shared ownership and accountability throughout the
organization. This not only leads to more creative and effective solutions in
addressing challenges, but it also strengthens organizational loyalty and morale. When
athletes, coaches, and staff are given the autonomy to contribute meaningfully, they
are more likely to embrace change, experiment with new strategies, and take
calculated risks that drive the organization forward. Moreover, organizations that
celebrate both individual and team achievements nurture cultures of trust—critical
foundations for navigating uncertainty as a unified, resilient group.

Technological Integration in Adaptive Leadership

Integrating advanced technology is now a central component of adaptive leadership in
sports management. Digital innovation is reshaping everything from performance
analytics and fan engagement to internal workflows and strategic planning. Tools like
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real-time analytics platforms and digital communication suites—such as Slack or
Microsoft Teams—streamline the sharing of critical information, making it easier for
leaders and teams to coordinate quickly and accurately across departments. Data-
driven insights from cutting-edge software and artificial intelligence enable faster,
more evidence-based decision-making, giving organizations a vital edge in
maintaining agility in a competitive environment. The broader adoption of technology
in sports—exemplified by organizations highlighted on SportTechie—demonstrates
how powerful digital tools can drive efficiency and open new avenues for innovation.
However, adaptive leaders must not simply chase every technological trend; they
must carefully evaluate and implement solutions that truly align with their unique
organizational goals, ensuring that technology serves as an enabler of strategy rather
than a source of distraction or inefficiency.

Conclusion

Adaptive leadership is increasingly indispensable to the ongoing evolution and future
success of sports administration. As sporting organizations confront relentless change,
investing in continuous professional development—such as pursuing a Doctor of
Education in Educational Leadership with a focus on Sports Administration—allows
leaders to cultivate the agility, resilience, and innovative thinking needed to guide
their organizations confidently through both crisis and opportunity. By embracing
adaptive leadership principles, especially in communication, collaboration, decision-
making, and technology integration, sports administrators can position their
organizations for sustained achievement and adaptability. As the world of sports
continues to change, those who lead with flexibility and vision will set new standards
and achieve lasting success, ensuring their organizations not only survive but thrivein
this new era.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT
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Nurses as Leaders: Driving the Future of Healthcare
Our Friends - Thursday, February 19th, 2026

Leadership grows inside this profession without warning. Y ou spend a long shift
moving through rooms, answering tough questions, calming anxious families, and
absorbing more tension than any one person should. Somewhere in the blur, it hits
you that you' re doing more than caring for patients.

Y ou're shaping the direction of the day. You're guiding choices. You're giving the
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team something steady to lean on. Nurses everywhere are stepping into leadership
with a clarity that feels honest and earned. The job keeps stretching, and the
expectations keep rising, yet the commitment stays firm.

The Reality of Leadership at the Bedside

L eadership shows itself before anyone hands out titles. A patient starts declining. A
new nurse freezes. A family spirasinto panic. Y ou step into the moment because you
know what needs to happen, and you trust your instincts more than the noise around
you.

Plenty of people don’t realize how much responsibility rests on your shoulders. You
keep units functioning when communication slips or when stress peaks. You
coordinate care, catch errors, and redirect situations that could turn messy fast.

The Push for Formal Leadership Paths

A stage arrives when the work starts hinting at something bigger. Y ou notice patterns
that slow care and gaps that keep adding pressure on patients and staff. Those gaps
stay on your mind long after the shift ends. Y ou offer ideas during huddles and watch
them help, and that small spark pushes you to think about what else you could do. For
many nurses, that curiosity grows into areal interest in advanced education.

Nurses who hold a Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) start seeing how deeper
training could shape care beyond the bedside. Earning a Doctor of Nursing Practice
(DNP) becomes a path toward roles focused on systems improvement and long-term
change. Nurses looking for avenues in leadership can explore MSN to DNP online
programs to expand their capacity. Online programs give space for tough schedules
and steady growth, letting nurses use new skills right away. The idea feels bold.

The Impact of Small, Everyday Decisions

L eadership builds through choices that feel simple in the moment. Y ou pause before
reacting to frustration. Y ou remind yourself to show patience when the unit hits
another rough patch. You explain a difficult update to a family with a calm voice,
even when your nerves feel frayed. These choices may not seem grand, yet they shift
the tone of an entire team.

People start relying on your steadiness without ever saying it. They notice how you
move through tough moments with intention. They follow your cues during situations
that feel chaotic.

The Rise of Collaborative Care

Healthcar e works only when communication stays clear, and nurses end up guiding
most of it. You talk with physicians racing through tight schedules. Y ou check in with
techs who juggle their own pressures. Y ou trand ate information for patients who want
to understand what’ s happening. Y ou close gaps before they turn into delays or risks.
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The repetition wears on you, especially when you' re saying the same update for the
sixth time that hour. Still, coordination keeps patients safe. 1t keeps the team aligned.
It keeps frustration from turning into mistakes. That ability to bring people together
becomes one of the strongest forms of |eadership on the floor.

The Technology Shift Nurses Are Navigating

Technology keeps landing in units faster than anyone can fully adjust to it. New
systems promise improvement, yet the learning curve feels steep when you' re already
stretched thin. You juggle screens with real people who need your attention. Some
updates help. Others slow everything down. Y ou adapt because patients can’t wait for
the perfect rollout.

L eadership shows up when you speak honestly about what works. Y ou offer insight
that comes from real shifts, real workflows, real consequences. Y our feedback shapes
better decisions. It pushes developers and administrators to see what daily practice
actually looks like. The process drains you at times, yet you stay involved because the
work needs someone who understands the floor.

The Value of Mentorship and Real Guidance

L eadership feels less intimidating when someone ahead of you tells the truth without
pretending they’ ve mastered everything. A real mentor talks about the nights they
questioned every choice. They remember moments that shook their confidence and
moments that pushed them to grow in ways they didn’t expect. Hearing those stories
hits hard because they sound familiar. Your own struggles stop feeling like flaws
you' re supposed to hide.

Y ou start understanding things through their experience. Y ou figure out how to speak
up without turning every discussion into a fight. You figure out how to steady
yourself before walking into a room that feels tense enough to snap. Y ou figure out
that the leaders you admire once felt lost, too.

The Future Nurses Are Building

A shift takes shape when nurses push for changes that protect patients and the teams
caring for them. You see coworkers fighting for safer staffing and workflows that
actually make sense during a busy shift. Y ou hear talk about policies that match the
reality of the floor instead of some neat version created far away from it. The
momentum feelsreal, even if the progress moves more slowly than anyone wants.

The future of healthcar e grows through nurses who speak clearly about what needs
fixing. You push for better technology that supports care instead of pulling attention
away from it. Y ou push for roles that recognize judgment, skill, and lived experience.
Y ou push for respect that fits the responsibility.

Nursing has always required courage, and leadership asks for even more. You carry
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exhaustion, hope, frustration, and purpose all at once, and the mix can wear you
down. The days don’'t aways feel smooth. The choices don’t always feel perfect. You
still show up ready to guide a team, steady a room, and push for better care than the
day before.

The future of healthcare leans on the kind of presence nurses bring. The kind that
understands real pressure and real people. The kind that grows through experience
instead of waiting for a title. Leadership rises through small decisions, honest
conversations, and a quiet refusal to let things slide. Nurses move the work forward
even when they’re tired, and that steady push shapes what healthcare becomes next.

Photo: gobjio via Unsplash.
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Dancing With Dudamel
Ann Haskins - Wednesday, February 18th, 2026

Jazz-fueled ballet in Northridge; fairy tale ballet in Hancock Park; swan ballet in
Thousand Oaks, Santa Clarita, and Irvine; compelling contemporary in West LA and
Downtown LA; French/North African urban dance in Beverly Hills; tap mastery in
Downtown LA; Vietnamese dance in Sierra Madre; faculty dancemakersin Irvine and
Downtown LA; a multi-discipline diarist with teddy bearsin West LA; more SoCal
dance thisweek, and a peek at next week.

Live This Week (thru February 26)

They fought back

The Grammy-winning, LA Phil-commissioned ballet score, Revolucion diamantina
(Glitter Revolution), is composer Gabriela Ortiz’ consideration of the 2019 feminist
uprising confronting Mexico’s epidemic of violence against women. Now the work
has choreography by Cassi Abranches and Rodrigo Pedermeiras created on the
Brazilian contemporary company Grupo Cor po. The Brazilian dancers join Gustavo
Dudamel and the L A Phil for the premiere. Four performances at Disney Hall, 111 S.
Grand Ave., downtown; Thurs.-Fri., Feb. 26-27, 8 pm, Sat.-Sun., Feb. 28-March 1, 2
pm, $84-$364.50. LA Phil.
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Grupo Corpo. Photo courtesy of the artists

Self-helper

In her one-woman show, We Cook, talented Kyreeana Breelin Alexander dances,
and much, much more. She taps with speed and clarity. With contemporary dance she
displays impressive command of her body as she moves from hip hop to modern to
jazz. Then her dance skills are woven into a diary-like narrative that she wrote with
music that she composed. LA Dance Chronicle writer Leah Bass-Bayliss, who
dubiously journeyed 40 miles for the debut concert, was rewarded by a widely
accomplished, joyful talent, and drove home wanting to see more. That wish has been
granted (with a shorter commute.) Read the full review at Review-We Cool. At
UCLA Nimoy, 1262 Westwood Blvd., Westwood; Sat., Feb. 21, 8 pm, $38.08-
$48.67. Kyreena Breelin Alexander.

Kyreena Breelin Alexander. Photo courtesy of the artist
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From French streets

With its distinctive blend of urban street dance, Capoeira, polished contemporary
movement, and an enormous swath of gold fabric that can create worlds, the
French/North African Compagnie Hervé Koubi concludes the four-city California
leg of its current U.S. tour. The calling card is the critically acclaimed Sol Invictus,
described by the choreographer “as a celebration of hope in dark times that comes
from antiquity, celebrating bonds that unite intertwined with the cycle of the seasons.”
Read an interview with the co-founder at Compagnie Hervé Koubi. At the Wallis,
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly Hills; Thurs.-Fri., Feb. 19-20, 7:30 pm, Sat.,
Feb. 21, 2 pm, $42.90-$110.90. The Wallis.
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Compagnie Hervé Koubi. Photo by Melaniem Lhot

Displaced dancing

An ousted princess, ajeal ous stepmom, seven newfound friends, and a prince prone to
kKissing—the Grimm’s fairy tale Show White is the latest offering as the Grand Kyiv
Ballet returns. Its laudable Nutcracker was a late entry at the end of December and
this venue has brought the company back for another visit. Home to dancers with
Ukrainian connections who sought US refuge after the Soviet Invasion, the company
now tours from its base in Washington state to help fund rebuilding in Ukraine. At the
Wilshire Ebell Theatre, 4401 W. 8th St., Hancock Park; Fri., Feb. 26, 7 pm, $49-$79.
Tickets.
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Grand Kyiv Ballet in “Snow White.” Photo courtesy of the artists
SF visitor

The welcome mat should always be out for the dazzling dancers of San Francisco’s
Alonzo King LINES Ballet. The celebrated choreographer and the distinctive
dancers of his eponymous contemporary ballet company are often at their best
working with jazz music. This visit brings King's Ode to Alice Coltrane with music
from her 1971 album Journey in Satchidananda, along with The Beauty of Dissolving
Portraits set to jazz trumpeter Ambrose Akinmusire. At the Soraya, Cal State
University Northridge, 18111 Nordhoff St., Northridge; Sat. Feb. 21, 8 pm $46-$94.
LINES Ballet.

Alonzo King LINES Ballet. Photo courtesy of the artists
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Swans a-flutter

The LA-based touring company World Ballet brings its Svan Lake to SoCal venues,
including two with live orchestra. At Fred Kavli Theatre (with live orchestra), 2100
Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks; Wed., Feb. 19, 7 pm, $61.25 — $143.25. Swan
Lake Fred Kavli Theatre. Also at Santa Clarita Performing Arts Center, 26455
Rockwell Canyon Rd, Santa Clarita; Fri., Feb. 20, 7 pm, $50-$115 (w/fees) Swan
Lake — Santa Clarita. Also at Irvine Barclay Theatre (with live orchestra), UC Irvine,
4242 Campus Dr., Irvine; Tues.-Wed., Feb. 24-25, 7 pm, $91-146 (w/fees). Swan
Lake-Irvine Barclay Theatre.

World Ballet. Photo courtesy of the tists
They dance and create

Any chance to enjoy the outstanding dancers of LA-based BODY TRAFFIC should
be seized. For this rather intimate performance dubbed BT Creates, the contemporary
company brings works by its dancers anchored by artistic partner Trey Mcintyre's
homage to singer Sam Cooke. Baguette sandwiches and a cash bar greet early arrivals.
At Théétre Raymond Kabbaz, 10361 W. Pico Blvd., West LA; Thurs., Feb. 26, 8 pm,
$42.85. BODY TRAFFIC.
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BODY TRAFFIC. Photo courtesy of the artists

Thefeet haveit

For the event Tap Fest: Listen to This, Colburn Tap fields a sterling line up of tap
masters and musicians. Among the tappers, look for the alums from LA’s beloved
Jazz Tap Ensemble, and JTE’s drummer/music director Jerry Kalaf fills those roles
for this show. Announced dancers are Derick Grant, Sam Weber, Josette Wiggan,
Johnnie Hobbs 111, Melinda Sullivan, Joseph Wiggan, Colburn’s level V tap students,
and Denise Scheerer, who does extra duty as Colburn tap chair and the show’s
producer. At Zipper Hall, Colburn School, 200 S. Grand Ave., Downtown LA; Sat.,
Feb. 21, 7 pm, $35. Colburn School Tap.
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Sam Weber. Photo by Judith Francesconi

Reflective encore

Often focused on humanities’ concerns using dance and spoken word, L ineage Dance
reprises Healing Blue, a thoughtful consideration of life after and while navigating a
cancer diagnosis. At Lineage Performing Arts Center, 920 E. Mountain St., Pasadena;
Sun., Feb. 22, 4 pm, $33.42, $23.02 students/seniors. Lineage Dance-Healing Blue.
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Those who teach, also do

Choreography by the faculty of UCI Claire Trevor Department of Dance is
showcased in Dance Visions 2026. Artistic directors Kelli Sharp and Linsay Gilmour
assembled a program reflecting a range of contemporary and classical dance. UC
Irvine, Irvine Barclay Theatre, 4242 Campus Dr., Irvine; Thurs.-Fri., Feb. 19-20, 8
pm, Sat., Feb. 21, 2 & 8 pm, $34, $30 seniors, $13 students. The Barclay.

UC Irvine Dance Visions. Photo courtesy of the artists
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Incoming dance

The showcase Fresh Sesh offers choreography and dance from the fresh incoming
class of USC Kaufman Dance. As of press time, the time and reservation link for the
free show was not yet live on the website. At USC Glorya Kaufman International
Dance Center, 849 W. 34th St., University Park; Thurs., Feb. 26, time ?, free with
reservation USC Kaufman.

Viethamese new year

Just in time for the T2, SoCal-based Thuy Van Dance brings traditional Vietnamese
dance in a family-friendly program. At the Sierra Madre Playhouse, 87 W. Sierra
Madre Blvd., SierraMadre; Sun., Feb. 22, 4 pm, $25. Thuy Van Dance.

A Peek at Next Week (February 27 — March 5)

Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Company — Still/Here at UCLA, Royce Hall, 10756
Dickson Ct., Westwood; Thurs., March 5, 8 pm, $42-$64. Bill T Jones/Arnie Zane
Company.

Benita Bike's DanceArt at Manhattan Beach Library, 1320 Highland Ave.,
Manhattan Beach; Sat., Feb. 28 2 pm, free, limited seating. Benita Bike' s DanceArt.

Will Rawls — Unmade at Hammer Museum, 10899 Wilshire Blvd., Westwood; Feb.
28, noon to 4 pm, free. Hammer Museum.

HomeL A — Marcella Lewis: Home Under One’s Skin at Historic Belmar Park, Pico
Blvd. at 4th St., Santa Monica; Sat., Feb. 28, 3, 4, & 5 pm, free w/reservation at
HomeLA.

Marcella Lewis. Photo by Sylvia Drav
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Ballet Festival-Jerome Robbins at the Granada Theatre, 1214 State St., Santa
Barbara; Tues.-Wed., March 3 & 4, 7:30 pm, $75-$95. Ballet Festival-Jerome
Robbins.

Bar celona Flamenco Ballet — Carmen at the Alex Theatre, 216 N. Brand Blvd.,
Glendale; Sun., March 1, 6 pm, $18-$108. Barcelona Flamenco Ballet.

Red Bull Dance Your Style — Qualifier at Belasco Theatre, 1050 S. Hill St.,
Downtown LA: Fri., Feb. 27, 7 pm, $10 (spectator tix), Red Bull Dance Y our Style-
Spectator & registration.

USC Kaufman Dance — Spring Works in Progress at USC Glorya Kaufman
International Dance Center, 849 W. 34th St., University Park; Fri., Feb. 27, free
w/reservation at USC Kaufman.

Posted in Theatre, Music, Dance, Performing | No Comments »

The Best Red Light Therapy Masks for Skin Care (2026
Guide)
ZeniaKollar - Wednesday, February 18th, 2026

We recently evaluated red light therapy devices for hair regrowth, with the Growell
being our pick as best overall value. Thus, we thought we'd turn our sights on
another very popular usage for this extremely popular health and beauty technology —
skin care. Here's alook at our evaluation of the best red light therapy masks for skin
carein 2026.

Red light therapy has moved from dermatology clinics into everyday skincare
routines—and for good reason. Backed by decades of research in low-level light
therapy (LLLT), these devices use specific wavelengths of red and near-infrared
light to stimulate collagen production, reduce inflammation, improve circulation, and
support healthier, more radiant skin.

If you're looking for the best red light therapy mask for skin rejuvenation, we've
rounded up five of the top options on the market today—evaluating them based on:

¢ Wavelength accuracy
Clinical backing
Comfort and coverage
Ease of use

Overall value

Let'sdivein.
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1. iDerma Youth Restoring Mask — Best Overall Value

If you're looking for a mask that delivers professional-grade results without the
professional price tag, the iDerma Youth Restoring Mask stands out as the best
overall value. While the general design isless attractive than most, the overall valueis
a beautiful asthey come.

Why It's #1:

Dual wavelengths (Red + Near-Infrared) for surface and deeper tissue rejuvenation
Clinicaly validated technology

Flexible, lightweight design for full facial coverage

Hands-free and easy to use at home

Competitive pricing compared to similar premium masks

1Derma

SKIN REJUVENATION MASK

BEST
OVERALL [ad
VALUE: 20268

TheiDermaLED Skin Rej uvenation ask is our pick for Best Overall Value f.red light
masks in 2026.

We mentioned the design above as being unattractive for some, but we found it to be
beneficial. It wears more like awelder’ s mask, which means the mask itself isright on
your face. We found that to be far more comfortable. The iDerma combines visible
red light (typically around 630—660nm) to stimulate collagen and elastin production
with near-infrared light (around 830nm) to support deeper cellular repair. That dual-
action approach means you' re addressing both fine lines and deeper skin structure
support.

For consumers who want maximum performance per dollar spent, iDerma
consistently delivers exceptional value, at a price point that typically hovers between
$199.99 and $249.99, depending on where and when you buy it. It is made by Apira
Science, alongstanding innovator in light therapy for hair regrowth and skin care. It's
important to note that Apira Science is also the company behind the GroWell laser
cap for hair growth, which also took home best value from our editors in our annual
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review of red light therapy devices for hair loss.

Best for: Finelines, uneven skin tone, inflammation, overall anti-aging

Standout Feature: Premium wavelengths at a mid-tier price point

Price: Currently $199.99 if you buy direct from their website HERE. Pricing was
as of February 17, 2026.

2. Dr. Dennis Gross DRx SpectralLite FaceWare Pro —
Best Luxury Brand Option

A well-known name in dermatol ogist-developed skincare, this mask offers both red
and bluelight therapy.

Highlights:

o FDA-cleared device
¢ Short treatment times (around 3 minutes)
o Targets both acne (blue light) and aging (red light)

It's sleek and effective—but typically comes at a higher price point. For many users,
you're paying for brand recognition as much as performance.

Best for: Those loyal to dermatol ogist-led brands
Drawback: Higher cost relative to features
Price: Typically around $500, depending on where and when you buy.

3. CurrentBody Skin LED Light Therapy Mask — Best
for Comfort

Thisflexible silicone mask is known for its comfortable fit and broad facial coverage.

Highlights:

¢ Red + near-infrared wavelengths
¢ Soft silicone design
¢ Reputable brand in beauty tech

It performs well, but pricing is often similar to or higher than iDerma—making value-
conscious buyers take a second |ook.

Best for: Comfort-focused users
Drawback: Premium pricing
Price: About $500, depending on where and when you buy.

4. Omnilux Contour Face — Best Clinical Heritage
Brand

Omnilux hasrootsin professional light therapy systems used in clinics.

Highlights:

e Clinically tested wavelengths
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¢ Flexible and lightweight
¢ Strong reputation in aesthetic practices

While highly regarded, the cost can be significant compared to similarly equipped
competitors.

Best for: Those who want a brand with strong clinical origins
Drawback: High upfront investment, but not as pricey as the premiums
Price: Currently $395.99 on their website.

5. TheraFace LED Mask — Best Multi-Function Option

From the makers of recovery devices, this mask combines red, blue, and near-infrared
light modes.

Highlights:

e Multiplelight settings
¢ High-tech aesthetic
» Backed by awell-known wellness brand

However, additional features often drive the price higher.

Best for: Users who want multi-modal light options

Drawback: Premium cost

Price: $600 plus, depending on when and where you buy it. Current price on their site
is $649.99

What to Look for in a Red Light Therapy Mask
Before purchasing, consider:

1. Wavelength Accuracy

Look for:

¢ Red light: 630—-660nm
e Near-infrared: ~830nm

These ranges are most commonly studied for collagen stimulation and cellular repair.
2. Dual Wavelength Capability

Red light helps the skin’s surface. Near-infrared penetrates deeper layers.

Devices that combine both offer more comprehensive benefits.

3. Coverage & Fit

Rigid masks can leave gaps. Flexible silicone masks often provide better light contact
and comfort.
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4. Treatment Time

Most quality masks require 7—20 minutes per session, 3-5 times per week.

Why the iDerma Stands Out in 2026

While several excellent red light therapy masks are available, the iDerma Youth
Restoring Mask earns the “best overall value” distinction for our team. For some, it's
look might not be as cool, but in the end, the results and value are what matter.
iDermaisour pick for best red light mask because it delivers:

Professional -grade dual wavelengths
Comfortable, flexiblefit

Clinical credibility

Competitive pricing

Simple at-home usability

In a category where many brands charge premium prices for incremental differences,
iDerma offers a strong balance of performance, science, and affordability.For
skincare enthusiasts seeking smoother texture, improved tone, and visible
rejuvenation without recurring spa costs, it's a smart investment.

Red light therapy masks have become one of the most exciting innovations in at-home
skincare. When chosen carefully, they can:

Reduce fine lines and wrinkles
Improve elaticity

Support collagen production
Cam inflammation

Enhance overal skin glow

While luxury options exist, the best device is one that combines clinically effective
wavelengths, comfort, reliability—and real value. For 2026, the iDerma Y outh
Restoring Mask leads the pack as the best overall choice for results-driven skincare
users who want professional performance at a reasonable price.

FAQ: Red Light Therapy Masks for Skin Care
1. What does ared light therapy mask do for your skin?

A red light therapy mask uses specific wavelengths of visible red and near-infrared
light to stimulate the mitochondriain skin cells. Thisincreases ATP (cellular energy),
which supports collagen production, improves circulation, reduces inflammation, and
enhances overall skin tone and texture.

With consistent use, many users notice smoother skin, fewer fine lines, and a healthier
glow.

2. How often should | use a red light therapy mask?

Most high-quality LED masks recommend use:
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e 3-5 times per week

e 10-20 minutes per session

Consistency is key. Resultstypically become visible after 4-8 weeks of regular use.

3. What wavelengths are best for skin rejuvenation?

The most studied and effective ranges include:

e Red Light: 630-660nm (collagen stimulation, surface rejuvenation)

e Near-Infrared (NIR): ~830nm (deeper cellular repair and circulation support)
Devices like the iDerma Y outh Restoring Mask combine both wavelengths for

comprehensive results.

4. Is red light therapy safe?

Yes. Red light therapy is non-invasive, non-thermal, and does not contain harmful UV
rays. It has been studied for decades and is widely used in dermatology and aesthetic
medicine.

Most FDA-cleared devices are safe for at-home use when used as directed.

5. How long does it take to see results?

While some users notice improved glow within a few weeks, more visible
improvements in fine lines and skin firmness typicaly appear after:
o 46 weeksfor early results

e 8-12 weeks for more significant improvements

Results continue with ongoing use.

6. What makes the iDerma Youth Restoring Mask the best
overall value?

The iDerma Y outh Restoring Mask stands out because it delivers:

e Dual red + near-infrared wavelengths
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« Clinical-grade technology

e Full-face coverage

 Flexible, comfortable design

o Competitive pricing compared to premium competitors

It offers professional-grade performance without the luxury-brand markup.

7. Can red light therapy help with acne?

Yes. Red light helps reduce inflammation and support healing. Some masks also
include blue light for acne-causing bacteria. However, red light alone can still
improve redness and skin recovery.

8. Are expensive masks better?

Not necessarily. The most important factors are:

o Accurate wavelengths

 Sufficient light output

 Full facia coverage

o Consistent use

Many high-priced masks offer branding advantages rather than significantly superior
performance. That’s why value-based devices like iDerma are gaining popul arity.

IF YOU LOVE THE ARTS, YOU'LL SUPPORTING OUR NONPROFIT
EFFORTS

Posted in Check This Out | No Comments »
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What Makes a Great Nurse Leader (Even If You're Not
a Manager)
Our Friends - Wednesday, February 18th, 2026

Leadership in nursing isn’t reserved for those with administrative titles or corner
offices. Every day, nurses across healthcare settings demonstrate the qualities that
define exceptional leadership, whether they’re at the bedside, in the emergency
department, or supporting colleagues through challenging shifts. The truth is, you
don’t need a formal management position to make a meaningful impact on patient
care, team dynamics, and the overall healthcare environment. Great nurse leaders
emerge at every level of practice, influencing outcomes through their actions,
attitudes, and commitment to excellence.

Building a Foundation Through Clinical Excellence

True nursing leadership begins with competence. When you consistently demonstrate
strong clinical skills and sound judgment, your colleagues naturally turn to you for
guidance. This doesn’t mean knowing everything, but rather showing a commitment
to continuous learning and staying current with evidence-based practices. Strong
leaders recognize knowledge gaps and actively work to fill them, whether through
formal education, self-study, or seeking mentorship from experienced practitioners.

Clinical excellence also means being reliable. When you show up prepared, complete
tasks thoroughly, and follow through on commitments, you build trust with your
team. This reliability creates a ripple effect, encouraging others to maintain high
standards in their own practice. Your consistency becomes a stabilizing force,
especially during chaotic moments when patients and colleagues need someone steady
they can count on.

Shaping the Path Forward in Healthcare Professions

The landscape of nursing careers continues to evolve, creating opportunities for
professionals at every stage to demonstrate leadership qualities. Whether you’'re a new
graduate finding your footing or a seasoned practitioner with years of experience,
your approach to daily work shapes the future of the profession. Leadership emerges
when you advocate for better patient care processes, mentor newer team members, or
speak up about safety concerns that others might overlook.

This forward-thinking mindset extends beyond individual patient interactions. Great
leaders think about the bigger picture, considering how their actions today influence
tomorrow’s outcomes. They participate in quality improvement initiatives, share
knowledge with colleagues, and remain open to new approaches that could enhance
care delivery. By actively engaging with the profession’s evolution rather than simply
observing it, these nurses become catalysts for positive change.

Communicating With Purpose and Clarity

Effective communication stands at the heart of nursing leadership. This means more
than just relaying information accurately; it involves truly listening to patients,
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families, and colleagues, then responding thoughtfully. Great |eaders create space for
others to voice concerns, ask questions, and contribute ideas. They understand that
communication flows in multiple directions and that some of the best insights come
from unexpected sources.

Strong communicators also know how to adapt their message to different audiences.
Explaining a complex medical situation to a frightened family requires a different
language than discussing the same case with physicians during rounds. Leaders
navigate these transitions smoothly, ensuring everyone receives information they can
understand and use effectively.

Fostering a Culture of Support and Collaboration

L eader ship shines through in how you treat your teammates, especially during
stressful situations. When you notice a colleague struggling, offering help without
judgment creates an environment where people feel safe asking for assistance. This
might mean jumping in to help with a complicated dressing change, covering a break
when someone needs a moment to decompress, or simply checking in with a kind
word during atough shift.

Great leaders also celebrate wins, both big and small. Acknowledging when someone
handles a difficult situation well, learns a new skill, or goes above and beyond for a
patient strengthens team bonds. This positive reinforcement costs nothing but creates
a workplace culture where people feel valued and motivated to maintain high
standards. Recognition doesn’t require formal authority; it just requires paying
attention and expressing genuine appreciation.

Demonstrating Accountability and Integrity

Taking responsibility for your actions, including mistakes, sets you apart as a leader.
When something goes wrong, owning it rather than deflecting blame shows character
and creates psychological safety for others to do the same. Healthcare involves
complex situations where errors can occur despite everyone's best efforts. Leaders
who model accountability help create systems where problems get addressed and
learned from rather than hidden and repeated.

Integrity means doing the right thing even when no one is watching or when taking
shortcuts would be easier. Thisincludes following protocols, maintaining professional
boundaries, protecting patient privacy, and speaking up about concerns. Your
consistent ethical behavior establishes you as someone trustworthy, which is essential
for effective leadership.

Adapting and Problem Solving in Real Time

Healthcare rarely goes according to plan, and great leaders thrive in uncertainty.
When census numbers surge, staffing falls short, or unexpected complications arise,
these nurses shift gears smoothly. They assess situations quickly, prioritize
effectively, and find creative solutions to seemingly impossible problems. This
adaptability reassures both patients and colleagues that someone capable is navigating
the chaos.
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Problem-solving also means knowing when to escalate issues rather than trying to
handle everything independently. Leaders recognize their limitations and understand
that asking for help demonstrates wisdom, not weakness. They build networks of
resources and know who to contact for different types of support. This strategic
thinking ensures problems get addressed by the right people at the right time.

Inspiring Growth in Yourself and Others

L eadership involves continuous self-improvement and helping others develop their
potential. When you pursue additional certifications, take on new challenges, or seek
feedback to improve your practice, you model lifelong learning. This commitment to
growth inspires colleagues to push beyond their comfort zones and develop new
capabilities.

Mentoring naturally flows from this growth mindset. Sharing your knowledge
generously, whether through informal teaching moments or structured precepting
relationships, strengthens the entire profession. Great |eaders remember what it felt
like to be new and overwhelmed, using that empathy to guide others through similar
experiences. They celebrate mentees’ successes and provide constructive feedback
that helps them improve without crushing their confidence.

The beauty of nursing leadership is that it doesn’t require permission or promotion.
Every interaction offers an opportunity to lead through example, support colleagues,
improve patient care, and strengthen your workplace culture.

Photo: medicalertuk via Freepik.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT
COVERAGE OF ARTS AND CULTURE
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Cloud-Native EHR Systems: Why AWS, Azure & GCP
Matter
Our Friends - Wednesday, February 18th, 2026

When it comes to EHR system development for many years, the healthcare
organization only relied on on-premise servers. Most of the legacy systems are built
on this infrastructure, and this worked well when scalability and interoperability were
not mandatory.

However, modern healthcare is based on flexibility, scalability, and connectivity,
which are pillars for efficient and seamless care delivery. These systems struggle with
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fragmentation, increase maintenance costs, limit flexibility, and cannot keep up with
changing regulatory requirements.

And that's where the EHR cloud infrastructure changed how EHR systems are
developed. This shift happened during the 2000s with the adoption of cloud-native
EHR systems. Moreover, hyperscaler platforms such as Amazon Web Services,
Microsoft Azure, and Google Cloud Platform are helping transform EHRs to adopt
the modern healthcare landscape.

The biggest advantage of these AWS, Azure, and GCP in healthcare is that they allow
teams to deploy updates faster, integrate systems, and scale systems easily. More
importantly, they enable healthcare organizations to build future-ready EHRS to
support growing healthcare requirements and technologies, without disrupting
existing systems.

In this blog, we will explore how these platforms are transforming healthcare and how
you can develop a HIPAA-compliant cloud EHR.

The Core of Cloud-Native EHR Architecture

Before we dive into understanding the hyperscaler platforms, we will look into the
core elements of cloud-native EHR systems. Unlike the rigid premise-based
monolithic architecture, which is hard to update, the modern cloud-based EHR system
development focuses on flexibility.

These systems are not built on smaller, modular, and independent components. When
components such as scheduling, billing, and reporting are built separately, you can
easily update them because it becomes possible to update a single component and not
overhaul entire systems. Meaning, there are fewer downtimes, faster fixes, and
quicker updates.

Moreover, cloud-native platforms also scale automatically and can grow the system
with a growing patient population. So, whether you are working on a busy day or
attending a virtual consultation, the system adjustsin real time without slowing down
operations.

With this, the biggest benefit is that the implementations can roll out more frequently
and safely, along with faster testing. In short, cloud-native EHR systems can be
improved over time without downtimes, broken workflows, or constant reworks.

AWS, Azure, & GCP: Strategic Platforms for EHR
Development

When clinicians use an EHR, the cloud platform running behind it determines how
fast the system responds, how often it goes down, and how well it supports growing
care demands. In modern EHR system development, hyperscalers provide the
reliability and scalability that on-premise systems simply can’t match.

e Amazon Web Services: AWS is commonly chosen by large provider networks and
health systems that manage high patient volumes and data-heavy workloads. Its
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strength lies in handling scale without performance drops. For clinicians, this
means consistent system speed during peak workloads, reliable access to patient
records, and fewer slowdowns when multiple teams are working simultaneously.

e Microsoft Azure: Azure aligns well with healthcare organizations already
embedded in Microsoft’s ecosystem. It supports smoother integration with
enterprise tools and clinical workflows. From a clinical standpoint, this translates
into fewer disconnected systems, better coordination between departments, and an
EHR that fits naturally into daily operations.

e Google Cloud Platform: GCP is known for its advantage in analytics and Al. It
enables EHRs to surface meaningful insights, support population health initiatives,
and power clinical decision support, without adding complexity to the user
interface clinicians rely on.

Benefits of Cloud-Native EHRs for US Healthcare
Providers

As EHR system development moves to the cloud, providers gain systems that are
easier to maintain, faster to scale, and better aligned with modern care delivery
models. Instead of working around infrastructure limitations, clinical and
administrative teams can rely on an EHR that adapts as patient volumes, regulations,
and care models change.

For clinicians, the benefits are very tangible: faster access to patient records, fewer
system disruptions, and smoother data sharing across care teams. For healthcare
organizations, cloud-native platforms deliver stronger compliance readiness,
improved interoperability, and more predictable costs—without sacrificing
performance or reliability.

Benefit Area How Cloud-Native EHRs Help

Built-in security controls, audit logs, encryption, and access

HIPAA readiness & monitoring support HIPAA-compliant cloud EHR

compliance environments.
Native support for FHIR and HL 7 enables seamless data

I nteroperability exchange across labs, pharmacies, payers, and third-party
systems.

Cost efficiency Pz_iy—asryou—go mf_rastructure reduces upfront capital costs and
aligns spending with actual usage.

Scalabilit Resources scale automatically to support new clinics,

y telehealth growth, or seasonal patient volume spikes.
Availability & High availability, disaster recovery, and regional redundancy
reliability minimize downtime and protect patient access to care.

Together, these benefits make cloud-native architecture a foundation for resilient,
future-ready EHR platforms across US healthcare.

How to Choose the Right Cloud for EHR System
Development?

Choosing a cloud platform for EHR system development is not just a technical
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upgrade; it’s a long-term clinical and operational decision. The right choice should
support how care is delivered today while leaving room for growth, innovation, and
regulatory change in the future. What works for a small multi-provider clinic may not
be the right fit for your clinic.

Start with the size and complexity of the organization. For instance, larger systems
with high patient volumes and multiple facilities need a platform that can scale
reliably without performance drops. At the same time, smaller practices must
prioritize simplicity, predictability, and faster deployments over advanced
customization.

Then, consider interoperability, analytics, and Al needs. If population health
reporting, predictive insights, or research initiatives are part of the roadmap, the cloud
platform must support advanced data processing without complicating clinical
workflows.

Finally, you must thoroughly verify that the system is a HIPAA-compliant cloud
EHR. The features, including data residency, access controls, auditability, and HIPAA
alignment, must be embedded into the platform, not added after development.

Most importantly, align the choice with the future requirements, and the best choice
for the cloud platform is the one that grows with you and does not hinder your
growth.

The Future of Cloud-Based EHR Systems

Today, the cloud-based EHRs are moving beyond just record-keeping tools and
becoming intelligent platforms that support clinical decision-making. As EHR system
development continues to grow, the focus is shifting toward extracting real-time
insights from historical patient data without increasing the complexity.

Artificial intelligence will play a central role in this evolution. Al-driven clinical
insights and predictive analytics will help clinicians identify risk earlier, prioritize
patients more effectively, and support evidence-based decision-making at the point of
care. Instead of reacting to events after they occur, EHRs will increasingly enable
proactive, preventive care.

Another major shift is the real-time ingestion of data from wearables and remote
patient monitoring devices. Continuous streams of vitals, activity data, and symptom
reporting will flow directly into the EHR, giving clinicians a more compl ete picture of
patient health beyond in-person visits. This supports better chronic care management
and more timely interventions.

Equally important, cloud-native platforms make faster innovation possible without
system downtime. New features, integrations, and improvements can be rolled out
incrementally and safely. The result is an EHR that continuously evolves, supporting
modern care models while remaining stable, secure, and clinician-friendly.

Final Thoughts
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In a nutshell, the modern healthcare landscape needs flexible, interoperable, and
compliant EHRs, and thisis where legacy systems can’'t support these needs. They are
mostly dependent on premise-based servers, which are rigid, monolithic, and hard to
scale.

However, cloud-based EHR system development is changing this picture as
healthcare organizations are moving towards flexible and connected cloud-based EHR
software. Moreover, as Al is changing healthcare technologies and evolving, cloud-
based architectures are becoming more essential .

If you want to keep pace with the rapidly changing regulatory environment and
technologies, then building a cloud-native EHR system is the right choice. Click here
to get your first free consultation.

Frequently Asked Questions

¢ How does cloud-native EHR development differ from traditional cloud-hosted
systems?

Cloud-native EHRs are built specifically for the cloud using modular services and
automation, while cloud-hosted systems simply move legacy software online. The
result is better scalability, faster updates, and fewer disruptions to clinical workflows.

e What specific AWS services are most critical for building a HIPAA-compliant
EHR?

Core services include secure storage, encrypted databases, identity and access
management, audit logging, and automated backups. Together, they support HIPAA
safeguards while enabling scalable, resilient EHR cloud infrastructure.

e Can a cloud-native EHR system improve inter operability between different
healthcar e providers?

Y es, cloud-native EHRs are designed around APIs and standards like FHIR and HL 7,
making it easier to exchange data across providers, labs, and payers without custom
integrations or manual data reconciliation.

¢ What arethe main security riskswhen migrating legacy EHR datato Azureor
GCP?

Key risksinclude data exposure during migration, misconfigured access controls, and
incomplete audit logging. These risks are minimized through encryption, phased
migrations, strict identity management, and continuous security monitoring.

e How do microservicesin EHR architecture help reduce clinician burnout?

Microservices allow EHR features to be updated independently, reducing downtime
and workflow disruptions. Clinicians benefit from more stable systems, faster
performance, and incremental improvements instead of disruptive system-wide
changes.
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e What isthe expected ROI for a US healthcare practice switching to a cloud-
native EHR?

Most practices see ROI within 12—24 months through lower infrastructure costs,
reduced IT maintenance, improved clinician productivity, and faster feature
deployment that supports value-based care and operationa efficiency.
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A Visa-Vise: The Suspense of Les Ballets Africains’
12-City U.S. Tour
Ann Haskins - Wednesday, February 18th, 2026

In adubious start to Black History Month, the highly anticipated 12-city, ten state tour
by L es Ballets Africains has been put into limbo by the ongoing refusal of the U.S.
consulate to approve visas for the celebrated West African dance and drumming
ensemble. The February tour was announced long before a January 2026 executive
order that largely banned visas for designated countries, including Guinea where L es
Ballets Africains is the national dance company. Press accounts indicate that even
after Guinea provided the ensemble with official government passports, the U.S.
embassy in Guinea still has not issued visas. The visas have not been denied, but are
in “administrative hold,” placing the visa applications, and the tour, in suspense.

Les Ballets Africains. Photo courtesy of the artists
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As aresult, the initial performances at two theaters in Florida were cancelled. With
hope the visas would be issued and the tour would go forward, the two California
theaters in Santa Barbara and Malibu held out until two days before the scheduled
shows before announcing their cancellation. New Mexico was the next to cancel. As
the calendar approaches the remaining venues, the company has no word on the visas
status and remains in a state of limbo. The remaining performances in Colorado,
Missouri, Virginia, Maryland, New Jersey, and Connecticut have not yet cancelled the
shows, but the venues caution ticket purchasers about the uncertainty, not likely to
boost sales.

Originally formed in 1952 by Guinean choreographer Keita Fodeba, L es Ballets
Africains toured internationally from a base in Paris until Guinean independence in
1958 when Les Ballets Africains became the country’ s national dance company. From
its home country, the ensemble continued as ambassadors of African dance, music,
and culture, touring the world and the U.S., including performances on Broadway.
The company’s history and international recognition may explain the reluctance to
simply cancel the tour as well as the efforts to expedite approval of the visas.

Beyond efforts through official channels, a grass roots campaign has sprouted on
social media. Southern California, in particular, has a raft of West African dance and
drumming groups, and many credit Les Ballets Africains for both building an
audience and igniting performers to form local West African dance and drumming
ensembles. Many of those local artists are urging e-mails to the U.S. Embassy in
Guinea where the visas are in administrative limbo, urging the Consul General to
approve the visas so the rest of the tour might be salvaged.

LesBallets Africainsisonly one of the situations of international artists encountering
similar visa obstructions. Still, the timing of the visa denial of internationally
acclaimed African artists during the U.S.-designated Black History Month is
particularly bad optics and can only add to worries for visitors to the U.S. for the
upcoming World Cup matches and Olympic events.

For moreinformation: LesBallets Africains
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