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BBQ: Eight Great Recipes for an Unforgettable Summer
Our Friends · Saturday, July 13th, 2024

Among the many joys of summer, few experiences compare to the excitement of hosting a BBQ.
The aroma of grilled meat, the laughter of friends and family, and the warm, sunny weather create
a perfect setting for memorable gatherings. Whether you’re sipping on a cold Balter Cerveza or
flipping burgers on the grill, a summer BBQ is a fun occasion that requires thoughtful planning and
the right recipes to ensure success, especially if it’s your first time hosting.

1. Selecting the Perfect Cut of Meat

Choosing the right meat is crucial for a successful BBQ. The quality of the meat can make or break
your event. Opt for well-marbled cuts for grilling, such as ribeye, brisket, and pork shoulder. These
cuts are known for their rich flavor and tenderness, which makes them perfect for grilling. 

2. Preparing the Perfect Marinade 

A good marinade can enhance the flavor of your meats and make them more tender. Creating a
versatile marinade involves combining a few simple ingredients that can elevate any cut of meat.
Here’s a basic recipe:

Ingredients: 1/2 cup olive oil, 1/4 cup soy sauce, 4 cloves garlic (minced), 2 tablespoons lemon

juice, 1 tablespoon honey, 1 teaspoon black pepper, and a handful of fresh herbs (like rosemary

or thyme).

Instructions: Whisk all ingredients together in a bowl. Place your meat in a large resealable bag

or container and pour the marinade over it. Seal the bag or cover the container and refrigerate for

at least 4 hours or overnight for the best results.

This marinade works well with chicken, beef, and pork, imparting a savory and slightly tangy
flavor that enhances the natural taste of the meat.

3. Grilled Delights

A showstopper at any BBQ is the grilled tomahawk steak. This impressive cut of meat is both
delicious and visually stunning. Here’s a simple recipe to help you master this dish:

Ingredients: Tomahawk steak, kosher salt, ground black pepper, vegetable oil.

Instructions: Start by seasoning the steak generously with kosher salt and black pepper. Let it sit

at room temperature for 45 minutes. Preheat your grill for indirect cooking and set it to a low
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temperature. Brush the steak with vegetable oil and place it on the grill. Cook slowly until the

internal temperature reaches 115°F. Finish with a high-temperature sear on both sides. Rest the

steak for 10 minutes before slicing to ensure the juices are evenly distributed.

This method, known as reverse searing, ensures that the steak is cooked evenly and has a perfect
crust. The result is a tender, juicy steak that will impress your guests.

Grilled seafood can also be a refreshing addition to your BBQ menu, providing a light and healthy
option alongside the traditional meats. Shrimp, salmon, and scallops are excellent choices for
grilling and are sure to impress your guests. 

4. Crafting Flavorful Veggie Skewers

Not everyone at your BBQ might be a meat lover. Veggie skewers are a great alternative that can
be just as flavorful. Here’s a simple recipe:

Ingredients: Bell peppers, cherry tomatoes, mushrooms, zucchini, red onions, olive oil, salt,

pepper, and your favorite herbs.

Instructions: Cut the vegetables into bite-sized pieces. Toss them in a bowl with olive oil, salt,

pepper, and herbs. Thread the vegetables onto skewers, alternating the types of veggies for a

colorful presentation. Preheat your grill to medium-high heat. Grill the skewers for about 10-15

minutes, turning occasionally until the vegetables are tender and slightly charred.

These veggie skewers are not only delicious but also add a vibrant and healthy option to your BBQ
spread.

5. Perfecting the Art of BBQ Sauces

Homemade BBQ sauces can elevate your grilling game. Making your own BBQ sauce allows you
to control the flavors and ingredients, ensuring a perfect complement to your grilled meats. Here’s
a basic BBQ sauce recipe:

Ingredients: 1 cup ketchup, 1/2 cup brown sugar, 1/4 cup apple cider vinegar, 1 tablespoon

Worcestershire sauce, 1 tablespoon mustard, 1 teaspoon smoked paprika, 1/2 teaspoon garlic

powder, and a pinch of salt.

Instructions: Combine all ingredients in a saucepan over medium heat. Stir well and bring to a

simmer. Reduce the heat to low and let it cook for about 15-20 minutes, stirring occasionally

until thickened. Allow the sauce to cool before using it as a marinade or a dipping sauce.

Experiment with additional flavors like honey, hot sauce, or even fruit purees to create your
signature BBQ sauce.

6. Adding Fresh Salads to the Mix

A fresh salad can complement your grilled dishes perfectly, adding a refreshing crunch to your
meal. Consider a simple cucumber and tomato salad with red onions, feta cheese, and a light
vinaigrette. Here’s a quick recipe:

Ingredients: Cucumbers (sliced), cherry tomatoes (halved), red onions (thinly sliced), feta

cheese (crumbled), olive oil, lemon juice, salt, and pepper.

https://www.health.harvard.edu/staying-healthy/becoming-a-vegetarian
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Instructions: In a large bowl, combine the sliced cucumbers, halved cherry tomatoes, and sliced

red onions. Drizzle with olive oil and lemon juice—season with salt and pepper to taste. Toss

everything together and sprinkle with crumbled feta cheese.

This salad is not only easy to prepare but also adds a bright, fresh element to your BBQ cuisine,
balancing the richness of the grilled meats.

7. Preparing Refreshing Beverages

No BBQ is complete without refreshing drinks to keep your guests cool and hydrated. Offer a
variety of options like homemade lemonade, iced tea, and fruit-infused water. Here’s a basic
lemonade recipe:

Ingredients: Fresh lemons, sugar, water, and ice.

Instructions: In a pitcher, combine freshly squeezed lemon juice, sugar, and water. Stir until the

sugar is dissolved. Add ice and sliced lemons for garnish.

This simple and refreshing drink is perfect for hot summer days and can be easily customized with
additional flavors like mint or berries.

8. Creating a Memorable Dessert

End your BBQ on a sweet note with a delicious dessert. Grilled fruits like peaches and pineapples
served with a scoop of vanilla ice cream can be a delightful treat.Here’s a recipe for grilled
peaches:

Ingredients: Ripe peaches, honey, cinnamon, and vanilla ice cream.

Instructions: Preheat your grill to medium heat. Cut the peaches in half and remove the pits.

Brush the cut sides with honey and sprinkle with cinnamon. Grill the peaches cut-side down for

4-5 minutes until they are tender and have grill marks. Serve with a scoop of vanilla ice cream.

Alternatively, s’mores are a fun and interactive dessert option for guests of all ages. Set up a
s’mores station with graham crackers, marshmallows, and chocolate bars for a classic campfire
treat.

Conclusion 

Hosting a summer BBQ is a rewarding experience that brings people together and creates lasting
memories. By mastering these recipes and curating such a diverse menu, you’ll ensure your BBQ
is not only unforgettable but also enjoyable for everyone involved. With the right planning and a
bit of culinary creativity, you’ll be the star of the summer BBQ season, providing your guests with
a delightful and delicious experience.
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