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Betting-Led Entertainment Platforms Are Changing Online
Gambling in South Africa
Our Friends · Thursday, May 14th, 2026

Johannesburg, South Africa — 12 May 2026 — SouthAfricanCasinos.co.za says South Africa’s
online gambling market is moving into a new phase, as betting-led platforms expand beyond
traditional sportsbook products and become broader digital entertainment destinations.

The trend is being driven by a market where sports betting now plays the leading role in gambling
activity. The National Gambling Board’s audited statistics for the 2024/25 financial year show total
gambling gross gambling revenue, or GGR, of R74.5 billion across casinos, betting, bingo and
limited payout machines. Betting accounted for R52.0 billion, equal to 69.8% of total GGR, while
casinos accounted for R16.6 billion, or 22.3%.

The same National Gambling Board data shows total gambling turnover of R1.5 trillion in
2024/25, with betting responsible for R1.13 trillion, or 75.0% of all turnover. The regulator defines
turnover as the rand value of money wagered, including amounts that are staked more than once.

For SouthAfricanCasinos.co.za, these figures point to a clear industry shift. Many players are
entering gambling platforms through sport, but the same accounts increasingly give them access to
casino-style games, live games, lucky numbers, jackpots, promotions and mobile-first
entertainment.

Betting Is Now the Main Driver of South Africa’s Gambling
Market

The National Gambling Board is mandated under the National Gambling Act to monitor market
conduct and market share, and it gathers national gambling statistics on turnover, GGR and taxes
or levies. Its 2024/25 report covers legalised gambling modes including casinos, betting on horse
racing and sport, bingo and limited payout machines.

The audited data shows how central betting has become to the sector. When betting is broken down
further, the National Gambling Board records online betting GGR of R44.46 billion, equal to
59.7% of total gambling GGR. Retail betting generated R7.52 billion, or 10.1%. The report labels
online betting across Western Cape, Mpumalanga, Limpopo, North West, Eastern Cape and
Northern Cape.

This explains why sportsbook-led platforms are becoming more important in the South African
gambling experience. Sport remains a natural entry point, particularly through football, rugby,
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cricket, horse racing and live in-play betting. However, betting platforms are no longer only
competing on odds and fixtures. They are also competing on the wider account experience.

A spokesperson for SouthAfricanCasinos.co.za said:

“The South African market is moving beyond the idea of a betting site as a place where players
only place sports bets. The modern platform is becoming more varied, with sports betting, casino-
style games, live entertainment, jackpots and promotions often sitting within the same player
journey.”

This is also visible in public finance data. Stats SA reported that gambling and betting are included
in the 2025 Consumer Price Index basket and account for 1.6% of total household spending,
making it the 12th highest-weighted item in the basket, just behind beer. Stats SA also noted that
GGR rose from R23.3 billion in 2020/21 to R59.3 billion in 2023/24, before the latest National
Gambling Board figures took the market to R74.5 billion in 2024/25.

Betting-Led Platforms Are Broadening the Player Experience

SouthAfricanCasinos.co.za reviews and compares online casino and betting sites for South African
players, including brands such as 10bet, Zarbet, YesPlay Springbok Casino, Yebo Casino, Punt
Casino and Hollywoodbets. These operators show how the market is moving towards broader
entertainment platforms where sports betting sits alongside additional game categories.

Brand
Core entry
point

Additional
entertainment layers

What players may
compare

10bet
Sports betting,
horse racing and
live betting

Games, live dealer games, lucky
numbers and promotions

Sports coverage, live betting,
games, payments and
responsible gambling tools

Zarbet
Sports betting and
promotions

Casino access, jackpot-style
promotions and mobile account
features

Promotions, bet limits, licence
details, payments and safer
gambling information

YesPlay
Lucky numbers,
sports betting and
BetGames

Casino-style games, live games, slots
and lottery-style products

Lucky numbers, live games,
fixed-odds casino-style
products and limit-setting

Pantherbet
Sports betting,
horse racing and
live in-play betting

Spina Zonke games, Aviator, crash
games, casino games, lucky numbers
and promotions

Sports depth, app experience,
jackpot-style products, casino
games and support

10bet’s public site lists sports, horse racing, lucky numbers, live betting, games, live dealer games,
promotions and a loyalty club, while also referencing payment methods and responsible gambling
information. Zarbet’s public site lists promotions, bet limits, responsible gaming information and
licensing by the Western Cape Gambling & Racing Board. YesPlay’s public site lists lucky
numbers, BetGames, casino-style games, live casino-style games and a National Responsible
Gambling Programme reference. Hollywoodbets App Store listing describes sports betting, horse
racing, live in-play betting, Spina Zonke games, Aviator, crash games, casino games, lucky
numbers and responsible gambling information.

SouthAfricanCasinos.co.za says the table is not intended to rank the operators. Instead, it shows a
broader market pattern: betting-led brands are increasingly becoming multi-product entertainment
platforms.

https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/sportsbetting/10bet-co-za.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/sportsbetting/zarbet.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/sportsbetting/yesplay.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/online-casino-reviews/springbok-casino.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/online-casino-reviews/yebo-casino.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/online-casino-reviews/punt-casino.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/online-casino-reviews/punt-casino.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/sportsbetting/hollywoodbets.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/sportsbetting/zarbet.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/sportsbetting/yesplay.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/sportsbetting/pantherbet.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/sportsbetting/hollywoodbets.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/crash-games.html
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For players, this makes comparison more useful. A platform may be known for sports betting, but
players may also want to compare casino-style games, live products, jackpot features, mobile
access, Rand payment methods, withdrawal information, free casino no deposit bonuses terms
and responsible gambling controls before registering.

The growing economic contribution of betting also brings more scrutiny. The National Gambling
Board reported total gambling taxes and levies of R5.81 billion in 2024/25, with betting
contributing R3.42 billion, or 58.9% of the total. Casinos contributed R1.72 billion, or 29.5%.

A More Mature Market Needs Better Player Information

SouthAfricanCasinos.co.za says the next stage of online casino in South Africa will be shaped by
clearer information, responsible play and more careful platform comparison.

As betting-led sites add more entertainment features, players need to understand the differences
between product types. A sports bet, a live in-play bet, a slot-style game, a lucky numbers product,
a live casino-style game and a jackpot promotion all have different rules, odds, terms and risks.

The National Responsible Gambling Programme is also central to this discussion. The National
Gambling Board describes the South African Responsible Gambling Foundation as a public-
private partnership between the NGB, Provincial Licensing Authorities and the gambling industry,
funded by voluntary industry contributions from the casino, sports betting, bingo and limited
payout machine sectors. The programme provides counselling and support, including a toll-free
line on 0800 006 008.

The spokesperson added:

“A wider product range can improve choice, but only when players understand what they are
choosing. The role of a comparison site is not only to list promotions. It is to explain the platform,
the product categories, the terms and the safer gambling tools in a way that helps South African
players make more informed decisions.”

SouthAfricanCasinos.co.za says players should treat gambling as paid entertainment, not as a way
to make money. Adults aged 18 and over should read terms carefully, set limits before playing and
only gamble with money they can afford to lose.

As the market continues to grow, SouthAfricanCasinos.co.za will continue to track betting-led
entertainment platforms and provide South African players with information on casino sites,
sportsbook-linked entertainment, promotions, payment options, game categories and responsible
gambling resources. Its list of south african online casinos and betting-led platforms is designed
to help players find quality gambling options while comparing the details that matter before they
sign up.

About SouthAfricanCasinos.co.za
SouthAfricanCasinos.co.za is an online casino comparison and information site focused on South
African players. The site covers casino reviews, betting-led entertainment platforms, promotions,
payment information, game categories and responsible gambling guidance for adults aged 18 and
over.

https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/casino-bonuses/free-no-deposit-casinos.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/online-casinos/casino-list.html
https://www.southafricancasinos.co.za/
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