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Championing Civic Safety: How Abels & Annes Fight for
Chicago’s Injured Road Users
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In bustling metropolitan environments, public space extends far beyond parks, plazas, and cultural
venues. Streets, crosswalks, and bike lanes form the connective tissue of daily civic life. However,
as urban transit patterns shift with expanding cycling lanes, micro-mobility options, and rising
vehicular congestion, the safety of vulnerable road users remains an ongoing challenge.

Creating safer, more livable cities requires more than civil engineering. It demands strong legal
advocacy to enforce traffic standards and hold negligent parties accountable. In Chicago, personal
injury attorney Dave Abels and his firm, Abels & Annes, P.C., have spent nearly three decades
standing up for victims of catastrophic accidents and driving systemic accountability across
Illinois.

From Prosecutorial Roots to Personal Injury Advocacy

Dave Abels began his legal career in trial courtrooms prosecuting criminal, misdemeanor, and
traffic offenses at a State’s Attorney’s Office, where he conducted over 20 jury trials early in his
career. That intensive litigation experience laid the groundwork for his transition to personal injury
law in 1997.

Recognizing that victims of serious accidents often face overwhelming physical and financial
hurdles, Abels focused his practice entirely on advocating for injured individuals. In 2008, he
partnered with prominent litigator Gary Annes to establish Abels & Annes, P.C., a firm built
around client-centered advocacy and aggressive trial preparation.

For Abels and his team, legal representation is not just about recovering financial compensation
after a crash. It is about holding negligent drivers and corporate entities accountable so public
spaces become safer for everyone.

Proven Track Record: Recovering Millions for Accident
Victims

Under the leadership of Abels and Annes, the firm has recovered tens of millions of dollars for
victims of motor vehicle collisions, bicycle crashes, pedestrian incidents, and premises liability.
Notable case recoveries achieved by the firm include:

$6,000,000 for a severely injured cyclist in a bicycle accident case.
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$4,500,000 recovered in a high-stakes premises liability claim.

$3,000,000 for a victim of a catastrophic motorcycle collision.

$2,750,000 settlement secured following a severe motor vehicle crash.

These results have earned Dave Abels continuous peer recognition, including selection to the Super
Lawyers Top 100 Lawyer List in Illinois (placing him in the top fraction of one percent of
attorneys statewide) and lifetime membership in the Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum.

How Legal Advocacy Enforces Public Transit Safety

When collisions occur, civil litigation serves a vital public safety function. By thoroughly
investigating crash scenes, securing surveillance footage, and proving driver negligence, personal
injury attorneys bring light to recurring hazards at dangerous intersections and commercial fleet
safety failures.

Navigating a traffic accident claim with a dedicated Chicago car accident lawyer involves several
key steps:

Immediate Evidence Collection: Securing police reports, traffic camera footage, and witness

accounts right after an incident.

Evaluating Duty of Care: Proving that motorists failed to yield to pedestrians or maintain safe

passing margins around cyclists.

Calculating Comprehensive Damages: Accounting for emergency medical care, rehabilitation,

lost income, and long-term suffering.

Essential Steps Following an Urban Traffic Collision

For pedestrians, cyclists, or drivers involved in a traffic crash, taking prompt action protects both
personal health and legal rights:

Obtain Immediate Medical Care: Undergo a complete medical evaluation, as internal injuries or1.

concussions may not show symptoms immediately.

File an Official Police Report: Ensure law enforcement records the exact circumstances and2.

location of the incident.

Document Scene Evidence: Capture photos of vehicle placement, road conditions, traffic signals,3.

and injuries.

Identify Bystanders: Collect names and contact details from any witnesses present.4.

Seek Legal Counsel Early: Consult an experienced attorney before agreeing to recorded5.

statements with insurance adjusters.

A Firm Built on Accessibility and Community Support

Beyond trial results, Abels & Annes, P.C. maintains an A+ rating with the Better Business Bureau
and a 10.0 Superb rating on Avvo. Understanding that severe accidents happen without warning,
the firm ensures attorneys are available 24/7 to provide free legal consultations to injured victims
and their families.

Through continuous legal advocacy and dedication to client outcomes, Dave Abels and his team
continue to enforce safety standards across Chicago roadways, helping injured residents rebuild
their lives while advocating for safer streets.
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