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Cannabis packaging has come a long way from the days of unmarked plastic bags and handwritten
labels. Today, licensed operators in every legal market navigate a detailed set of packaging
requirements designed to protect consumers, prevent diversion, and keep products out of children’s
hands. Of all those requirements, child-resistant packaging is the most universally mandated and,
for many brands, the most technically demanding to get right.

This article breaks down what child-resistant cannabis packaging actually means, how the
standards work, and what operators need to know to stay compliant in an environment where the
rules keep evolving.

Why child-resistant packaging exists in cannabis

The foundational law governing child-resistant packaging in the United States is the Poison
Prevention Packaging Act of 1970, which granted the Consumer Product Safety Commission
authority to mandate child-resistant packaging for household substances that pose risks to children.
The Act defines child-resistant packaging as packaging that is significantly difficult for children
under five years of age to open within a reasonable time, while still being usable by normal adults.

Cannabis itself isn’t technically covered under the PPPA at the federal level, since it remains
federally classified as a Schedule I substance. But every state with a legal cannabis program has
filled that gap with its own child-resistant packaging mandates, most of which reference federal
CPSC protocols as their testing benchmark. The result is a patchwork of state-specific
requirements that all point in the same direction: cannabis products must be packaged in ways that
children can’t easily access.

The reason is straightforward. Edibles in particular, which can look and taste like candy or baked
goods, pose a genuine accidental ingestion risk. The industry produces an estimated one billion
units of single-use child-resistant packaging annually in the United States, a number that
reflects both the scale of the market and the seriousness with which regulators treat this issue.

How child-resistance is tested and certified

Not all packaging that’s marketed as child-resistant is actually certified to be. This is one of the
most common compliance mistakes operators make, and it’s one that regulators notice.
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Certification requires third-party testing against ASTM D3475 or 16 CFR 1700.20 protocols.
Under the CPSC protocol, a package must be tested with a panel of 50 children between 42 and 51
months old and a separate panel of senior adults. To pass, at least 85% of children must be unable
to open the package within a set time period, while a sufficient percentage of adults must still be
able to open and reseal it without difficulty.

Certification isn’t permanent. It must be renewed every five years or whenever the packaging
design, material, or closure mechanism changes. Operators who rely on supplier assurances
without requesting actual test documentation are taking a compliance risk that can result in
recalls, license suspensions, and fines that climb into six figures in markets like California.

What counts as child-resistant: formats and mechanisms

Child-resistant packaging in cannabis takes several forms, each suited to different product types
and price points.

Push-and-turn caps are the classic pharmaceutical-style closure, requiring simultaneous downward
pressure and rotation to open. They’re widely used on tincture bottles and some flower containers.
Squeeze-and-turn mechanisms work similarly and are common on smaller containers. Zipper
closures on Mylar pouches can be certified as child-resistant when properly designed and tested.
And pop top containers, the small rigid bottles used widely for flower and pre-rolls, are by design
child-resistant, requiring simultaneous squeezing of the sides and lifting of the cap to open, a
motion combination that young children consistently struggle with.

The format you choose matters beyond just the closure mechanism. For multi-serving products like
edibles, many states require packaging that is both child-resistant and resealable, meaning the
child-resistant feature must work every time the package is opened and reclosed, not just on first
use. Single-use child-resistance on a multi-serving product can create compliance exposure
even if the initial packaging passes certification.

State-by-state variation: what operators need to know

Child-resistant packaging is required across all major cannabis markets, but the specific standards
vary. More than 25 states explicitly require child-resistant packaging for cannabis products, and
the list continues to grow as new markets come online.

California’s requirements are among the most detailed. The state requires resealable child-
resistance for any product containing more than one serving, mandates the universal cannabis
symbol on all packaging, and specifies font sizes and warning statement language. Colorado, one
of the earliest legal markets, has refined its packaging regulations extensively over the years and
has taken enforcement action against operators for missing tamper-evidence features. New York
adds minimum font size requirements and prohibits any imagery that might appeal to minors.

For operators in multiple states, the most practical compliance approach is designing to the strictest
standard first, typically California, and then adjusting label copy per market. A package certified to
California’s requirements will generally meet the threshold in less restrictive states, while the
reverse isn’t always true.

The balance between compliance and brand experience
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Child-resistant packaging creates a real tension for cannabis brands trying to build a premium
consumer experience. A closure mechanism that’s genuinely difficult for children to open can also
be frustrating for adult consumers, particularly older users or those with limited dexterity. The best
packaging solutions find the balance: certifiably child-resistant under testing protocols, but
intuitive enough for adult consumers to use without a struggle.

This is where packaging design decisions have real downstream effects on brand perception. A
package that consistently frustrates consumers will generate negative feedback and affect repeat
purchase rates. Brands that invest in thoughtfully designed, properly certified child-resistant
packaging are investing in both compliance and customer experience at the same time.

Getting it right from the start

Child-resistant packaging requirements aren’t going away, and the trend across most cannabis
markets is toward stricter standards, not more lenient ones. For new operators, building compliance
into packaging decisions from day one is considerably less expensive than redesigning packaging
mid-production cycle after a regulatory audit.

That means working with suppliers who can provide third-party certified test documentation, not
just verbal assurances. It means understanding the specific requirements of every state you operate
in. And it means keeping records, because when a regulator asks for documentation, having it on
file is the difference between a manageable inspection and a costly enforcement action.
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