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Crosswalks Aren’t Always Safe: Common Places Where
Accidents With Pedestrians Happen
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All pedestrians deserve the simple assurance that a crosswalk means safety—but for far too many,
that promise is broken. Despite obeying traffic signals and walking with caution, countless
individuals are struck each year due to distracted drivers, poor urban planning, and neglected
infrastructure. These aren’t just accidents—they’re failures of a system that places convenience
over human lives.

We must challenge the idea that pedestrian injuries are inevitable. They’re not. They are the result
of preventable conditions, and change starts by identifying where the risks are highest. From
intersections that lack proper signage to dimly lit rural roads and congested parking lots,
pedestrians are vulnerable in more places than most realize. It’s time for communities, lawmakers,
and city planners to take real action—because no one should fear for their life just by crossing the
street.

Signalized Intersections with Left-Turning Vehicles

One of the most dangerous scenarios for pedestrians is crossing at a green light while a vehicle
makes a left turn from the opposite direction. Many drivers misjudge the timing or fail to notice
someone in the crosswalk, especially when they’re trying to beat oncoming traffic. These crashes
happen in a split second—and often leave pedestrians with serious injuries.

Signalized intersections should, in theory, be the safest places to cross. But unless there are
dedicated pedestrian signals and clear left-turn protections, they remain hotspots for collisions.
Improved signal timing, dedicated turn arrows, and raised crosswalks can reduce the risk—but
until such improvements are widespread, these areas require extra caution from everyone involved.

Midblock Crosswalks with Limited Visibility

Midblock crosswalks—those placed between intersections—are designed to make long roads more
accessible for pedestrians. But because they’re not always expected by drivers, they can be
incredibly dangerous. When visibility is limited by parked cars, trees, or road curves, drivers may
not see someone crossing until it’s too late.

These crosswalks are especially hazardous at night or in poorly lit areas. Without flashing beacons
or reflective signage, pedestrians blend into the background, even when using the crosswalk
legally. While midblock crossings improve walkability, they also require proactive engineering and
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consistent enforcement to ensure they don’t become traps for the unwary.

Driveways and Alley Exits

Driveways and alleys are often overlooked in discussions about pedestrian safety, yet they account
for a surprising number of accidents—especially involving children. When a driver exits a parking
garage, commercial lot, or residential alley, they may be focused on oncoming traffic and fail to
check the sidewalk or curb area thoroughly.

These collisions often happen at low speeds but can still cause significant harm, particularly to
vulnerable pedestrians. Rear-view cameras and cross-traffic alerts help, but many drivers become
complacent in these everyday situations. Raising awareness and enforcing local speed and
visibility laws can help make these transitional zones safer for pedestrians.

Parking Lots and Shopping Centers

Many pedestrian accidents happen in parking lots, where drivers are focused on finding a space or
navigating tight rows—not looking for people walking behind their cars. Children and elderly
individuals are particularly at risk in these settings because they’re less visible and may move
slowly.

Although speeds are generally low in parking lots, the lack of marked pedestrian lanes, poor
lighting, and driver distractions make these areas surprisingly hazardous. While some newer lots
incorporate better signage and pathways, many older designs lack basic safety features. Being
cautious in these settings is essential, even for short walks to and from a vehicle.

Crosswalks Without Adequate Signals

Not all crosswalks are created equal. In some areas, crosswalks exist without flashing lights, stop
signs, or even clear striping. These “uncontrolled” crossings place the burden entirely on drivers to
stop for pedestrians—something that doesn’t always happen in fast-moving traffic.

When a pedestrian is struck by a vehicle in these zones, legal questions often arise about right of
way, visibility, and local ordinances. These cases require strong legal advocacy to hold negligent
drivers accountable. Municipalities also share responsibility for maintaining safe infrastructure that
makes pedestrian visibility and driver compliance more likely.

School Zones and Residential Streets

Ironically, areas designed to protect children—like school zones—are often the site of pedestrian
accidents. While speed limits are reduced and signage is posted, drivers in a rush often ignore
them, especially during off-peak hours. Children may dart into the street unexpectedly, and drivers
who aren’t paying full attention can’t react in time.

Residential streets also pose hidden dangers. With fewer traffic controls, drivers may speed
through thinking it’s safe. Meanwhile, residents often walk, jog, or play near the roadway. A lack
of sidewalks, streetlights, or speed bumps can contribute to a false sense of security for both
pedestrians and drivers.
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Transit Stops and Bus Zones

Transit stops, especially those without shelters or clearly marked zones, present another danger
point. Passengers often cross the street to catch a bus or step out unexpectedly after being dropped
off. Drivers may not anticipate someone appearing suddenly from behind a parked bus or across an
uncontrolled intersection.

The design of bus zones can help or hurt pedestrian safety. Curb extensions, pedestrian islands, and
signals that hold traffic when buses stop are all helpful tools. However, in their absence, these
areas remain high-risk and require heightened awareness from both pedestrians and drivers alike.

Rural Roads and Highways Without Sidewalks

Pedestrian accidents aren’t confined to city streets. In rural parts of California, where sidewalks are
rare and shoulders narrow, people walking alongside highways or backroads face severe risks.
Drivers often don’t expect to see a pedestrian in these areas, especially at night or in low-visibility
conditions.

These crashes tend to be more severe due to higher vehicle speeds and the lack of protective
infrastructure. Efforts to expand pedestrian walkways and improve lighting in rural areas are
growing—but until they become the norm, pedestrians must exercise extreme caution in these
environments, and drivers must stay vigilant.
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