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A VIOLENT SOUND IN ALMOST EVERY PLACE #208

| believe in the language of salvation.
| believer that language loses certainty
with each decibel it rises. | believe

any sound that shakes the ground
IS too dynamic to carry another person
& that realization could save everybody,

could save non-believers, could create
a beautiful uneasein every bully’s gullet.
| believe it mattersif you cross the river

& it matterslessif you can describe
in great detail the ecstatic state you felt
when you reached the waiting arms

of someone who cannot describe
that feeling either. If we must use words
to give faith, can we make them inexact

& quiet. Can we make those words
the symbol for radical, inclusive searching?
Can | tell you a secret? Can | whisper it?
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A VIOLENT SOUND IN ALMOST EVERY PLACE #210

The ribbon of your great, lonesome
ability to be a giant, stomping through
the valley with your tremendous voice,

burying, re-planting humanity beneath
previous burials, mounds of spirit
ground into dust again by your thrusting

tongue. Y ou have arrived at my cheek
with no more than atrail of spittle.
If you had more than volume

& the shuttle-shake of a modern prophet,
bent to out-shout the rattle of progress,
| would listen. | would be tender

with your words, the way | expect you
to be tender with mine. | am not afraid
that the people will hear your voice

over mine. | am petrified by the thought
that what you are saying will waste the tide
we' ve spent years culling from the cosmos.
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ALL THE BIRDS ARE LEAVING #22

We see the wings dance.
We hear the un-tempered
songs, fat with everything

& none of us are happy.
We are watching
the experience, waiting

to befilled by it. Thisregret
has no beautiful lining,
no celestial bargaining

& if we only learn the nevers
of flight, we will be buried
as adust without wind.
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