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Used Material Handling Equipment: 8 Key Tips to Evaluate
Our Friends - Tuesday, July 30th, 2024

When purchasing used material handling equipment, it’s crucial to make informed decisions to
ensure you get reliable and efficient machinery. In this article you will learn the eight essential tips
to help you evaluate used equipment effectively.

1. Check Equipment Conditions

Check the physical condition of the equipment carefully. Look for any signs of wear and tear, like
rust, which could indicate damage or poor maintenance. Make sure all moving parts work
smoothly and that the equipment has been well-maintained over time.

In addition, detailed inspection helps you understand the equipment’s overall condition and spot
any problems that could affect its performance or safety. Thisway, you can make a more informed
decision about whether it’s agood fit for your needs.

2. Review Maintenance Records

Request and review the equipment’ s maintenance history to ensure it’s been well cared for. Having
agood maintenance record will show detailed information, such as:

o Past repairs
e Service dates
¢ Any parts that have been replaced.

Moreover, consistent upkeep means the equipment has been regularly checked and repaired,
making it less likely to have hidden issues. This helps you avoid surprises and ensures you’re
getting areliable piece of machinery.

3. Verify Equipment Age and Usage

Don't forget to check the equipment’ s age and usage before buying, because some older equipment
or those used a lot might have more damage, which can affect how well it works. Make sure to
compare the equipment’s age and usage with how much life it has left and whether it fits your
business needs. Doing this will help you decide if it's a good investment and if it will serve you
well for the long run.
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4. Assess Performance Specifications

Always check the equipment’s performance specifications to ensure that it meets your needs and
confirm that the equipment can handle your workload effectively. For example, if you need
equipment to lift heavy loads, make sure it has the right lifting capacity. By verifying these details,
you can avoid choosing equipment that might not perform well or fit your operational
requirements.

5. Inspect Compliance for Safety

Are you considering used material handling equipment? Y ou need to ensure that the equi[ment
meets current safety standards and regulations. Remember to check the important safety features
that equipment has, such as:

e Guard
¢ Emergency stop buttons.

Also, equipment that follows safety rules is crucial for creating a safer workplace and reducing
risks. Selecting an equipment that prioritizes safety, you can avoid potential hazards and ensure a
safer, more efficient working environment.

6. Evaluate Seller Reputation

Conducting research on the seller’s reputation is important when buying used material handling
equipment. Find a dealer or seller with a strong reputation for quality and reliability. Check
reviews from previous customers to ensure that it has a history of selling well-maintained and
dependable equipment.

Furthermore, a trustworthy seller will provide accurate information about the equipment and offer
support if any issues arise after the purchase. Talking to a reputable seller can increase the
likelihood of a successful transaction and a better overall buying experience.

7. Test the Equipment

If possible, test the equipment before buying it, to check if everything works correctly and can
reveal problems that you might not notice just by looking at it. That’s why, running the equipment
in real-world conditions, you can make sure it meets your needs and avoid unexpected issues later.

8. Consider Warranty and Support

Did you know that checking for a warranty or support options is essential when buying used
material handling equipment? A warranty gives you protection against possible defects or issues
that might arise after purchase.

On top of that, support services are also important as it offers help with repairs and regular
maintenance. This means you won't be left on your own if you encounter problems. Having a
warranty and access to support services can make your purchase more valuable and give you peace
of mind, knowing that you are covered for any unexpected issues.

Smart Choices, Reliable Equipment!
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By following these tips, you can make smart choices when buying used material handling
equipment. Checking the equipment’ s condition, confirming it matches your needs, and ensuring it
has good support will help you avoid costly mistakes. Investing time in evaluating used equipment
properly will pay off by giving you dependable machinery and better overall value.
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Technology: The Impact on Your Work Injury Claim
Our Friends - Tuesday, July 30th, 2024

Technology is being used in new ways in work injury claims, both helping and potentially harming
cases. And so if you suffer an on-the-job injury and pursue compensation, expect technology to
play amajor rolein your case.

Common Types of Technologies Used

Let’s explore some specific kinds of technologies frequently utilized in work accident cases:

Surveillance Cameras

e Security camera systems are now prevalent in most workplaces, continuously recording
operations. Footage may provide visual proof of how an accident transpired.

e Employers also hire private investigators to conduct video surveillance of injured employees.
They record activities to potentially demonstrate the exaggeration of disabilities.

¢ Drones equipped with cameras make surveillance easier without close physical proximity.
Injured workers may be followed and filmed without their knowledge.

Social Media

e Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and other platforms provide a wealth of information. Photos,
videos, comments, check-ins, etc. may conflict with disability claimsif engaging in unsupported
physical activities.

¢ Defense lawyers spend hours combing through profiles looking for evidence of exaggeration.

Smartphones & Wearables

¢ The average smartphone contains huge amounts of data — call & text logs, emails, browsing
history, apps used, GPS travel patterns and more. Plaintiffs may be court-ordered to surrender
phones.

« Fitness trackers record exercise patterns, heart rate info, sleep cycles, steps taken, etc. The life-
logging capabilities can reveal if claimed activity restrictions are truthful.
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e Implanted medical devices also generate patient data. Pacemakers, insulin pumps, nerve
stimulators and more detect biometric readings that assess medical conditions.

Job Site Technology

* More worksites utilize algorithms, sensors, wearables, and other technology to monitor employee
productivity, safety compliance, and movement patterns during shifts. This data may indicate
worker activity levels prior to reported injuries.

¢ Heavy machinery and equipment is now fitted with sensors and data recording systems that track
operating conditions, pressures, temperatures, velocities, forces exerted, faults or errors
occurring, who operated it when, etc. This telemetry data provides insight into workplace
accidents and can help ensure you receive compensation for your injuries.

Medical Records

e Electronic medical records continue to replace paper files. This facilitates the fast sharing of
patient information between treating physicians, employers, insurers and their legal teams. Rapid
access streamlines disability disputes.

» Advanced diagnostic technology creates far more detailed patient health data. High-tech imaging,
nerve conduction, pain mapping, gait analysis, spinal flexibility measurement and more
quantified proof informs compensation decisions.

How Lawyers Utilize Technology

Insurers leverage technology to reduce claim costs. But plaintiff injury lawyers equally tap modern
gadgets and digital capabilities when representing clients:

Evidence Collection

¢ Online calendars, notes apps, medication trackers etc. log critical dates to support claim timelines
— when the incident happened, physician visits and their orders given, duration of medications
taken, lost work days, etc.

¢ Cloud-based case management software centralizes medical records, doctor communications,
pharmacy databases, state reporting procedures, legal references and client files for organized,
shareabl e access across computers/devices.

Case Development

e Expanding legal analytics tools aggregate public and paid data sets — prior verdicts, opposing
lawyer tactics, judicial histories, medical research, workers comp standards, social media feeds
etc. Thisequips plaintiffs attorneysto build strong arguments.

¢ Custom mobile apps aid clients in gathering required reporting information such as accident
details, treatment providers, medical restrictions, lost wage amounts, disability interference and
more to speed compiling legal demands.

o Simulation software depicts how accidents occur using 3D workplace/equipment visualizations
based on photos, videos, blueprints, telemetry data and more to convince judges and juries of
liability arguments.

Life Evidence

o Small wearable cameras can visually capture daily injury struggles at home that phones/cameras
miss — pain while bending/lifting, limping downstairs, needing help dressing etc. Jurors relate
better to seeing real-life limitations.
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e Specialized apps track symptoms in real-time — pain levels, medication effects, treatment side
effects, mobility restrictions, transportation difficulties etc. documenting lived experience data
for court.

How to Prevent Technology from Hurting Your Claim

While technology provides advantages, injured workers must also be aware of how it poses threats
to receiving fair compensation for injuries sustained. Y ou want to avoid easily preventable errors
stemming from everyday gadgets and online activity:

Social Media Precautions

Y our photos, comments, check-ins and other social media actions may contradict claimed work
restrictions. Heed this guidance:

¢ Assume anything posted can be used against you and restrict accounts as much as possible. Make
profiles completely private, even deleting old content if necessary.

¢ Do not discuss injuries, treatments, activity levels or anything related to the work accident online
where an insurance company team can access it. They will likely comb through all your profiles
once a serious claim is reported.

¢ Never post photos/videos of yourself engaging in physical activities that exceed stated medical
limitations or which could alternatively explain your injuries. Consider suspending your social
media presence altogether until claim resolution.

Mobile Device Caution Technology

Smartphones and tablets contain extensive data from communications, browsing, apps and more
that you may be ordered to surrender:

¢ Disable background app location tracking functions not essential. The GPS travel logs can revea
if you go to places that exceed injury claims.

o Never access work servers/femail or do anything claim-related from a personal device. IT records
and metadata can become evidence. Keep separate gadgets for personal and employer realms.

¢ Be selective in allowing apps to access microphones, contacts, photos and other permissions.
Only enable what’ s absolutely necessary.

¢ Enhance security with multifactor authentication for important accounts, VPN connections,
guarded WiFi use and strongest passcodes to reduce hacking risks. Y ou don’t want sensitive life-
logging data stolen.

Medical Device Safety

Implanted technology aids treatment but also betrays personal biometrics. Insurers leverage real-
time health metrics to dispute disability assertions:

e Consider potential privacy risks before consenting to apps and equipment monitoring detailed
medical diagnostics — do the benefits outweigh the vulnerabilities? What exactly is sent to the
cloud?

e Weigh options of medical devices that store or transmit less patient data versus simpler
alternativesif they reasonably meet treatment needs. Not everything warrants connectivity.

¢ Inform physicians of injury claim timelines to avoid procedures that needlessly heighten
surveilling access to personal bodies. Ask what diagnostic functionality is actually necessary.
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Further Loss Prevention Measures
Additionally:

¢ Never use company devices like phones, laptops, cars etc. for anything claim-related. Maintain
strict work/personal data barriers.

o Promptly gather tangible supporting evidence like photos of unsafe conditions, withess
statements, accident reports, etc. while memories/accessis fresh. Don't rely just on digital files.

¢ Create secure backups of important claim information and store also on external hard drives or
disks in case online accounts are compromised. Don't keep all logs/records digitally vulnerable
through apps/clouds.

As ageneral rule, injured employees have rights against overreaching intrusion but must also take
responsible precautions to not enable unnecessary liability through carel essness with technol ogy.

Consult with an attorney to fully protect yourself. They can issue data requests, subpoenas and
other procedures to legally obtain files beneficial to your claim. Y our attorneys may also block
access to privileged personal records irrelevant to the work accident issues.

Why Lawyers Are Key to Navigating Technological Impacts

As this overview reveals, modern technology introduces many potential influences on injury
claims — both supportive and challenging.

Keeping current with rapid legal, ethical and practical implications of evolving technology is
extremely difficult for lay individuals. That’s why partnering with an attorney isinvaluable for
injured workers.

Attorneys have training and resources to:

o Strategically apply technology — collecting digitally preserved incident proof from myriad
sensors, data recorders, communications archives etc. present in workplaces and medical
facilities today. They ensure properly certified evidentiary standards.

e Aggressively protect clients — legally blocking invasive access to personal devices, medical
implants and biometric readings, social media accounts, etc. They prevent unlawful violations of
privacy and proprietary secrets.

e Alleviate inappropriate investigation — limiting the scope of video surveillance, photo
documentation hours, miles tracked via GPS and sources of health metrics accessed. Lawyers
constrain exploitation beyond reasonable verification needs.

Key Takeaways

Technology increasingly underpins injury claims in various ways — some beneficial for obtaining
rightful compensation, others jeopardizing what you deserve.

The key takeaways from this blog post include:

¢ Surveillance cameras, social media histories, biometric recordings and more provide evidence for
both plaintiffs and defendants.

o Plaintiff attorneys utilize technology to prove claims, while employers/insurers leverage it to
dispute disabilities.
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e Social media, smartphones, medical devices and daily activity gadgets create potential claim
risksif not cautious.

o Experienced lawyers skillfully employ tech tools to advance your case while protecting you from
intrusions.

Understanding the growing role of technology and having an expert guiding your claim is vital to
receiving the maximum legitimate benefits you deserve from suffering awork injury. Do not leave
money on the table or neglect security precautions.
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The Beauty of Guitar: What You Need to Know to Start Playing

this Instrument Today
Our Friends - Tuesday, July 30th, 2024

The guitar is atruly wonderful instrument to learn how to play. A classic acoustic guitar, after all,
sounds fantastic and doesn’t need any electronic elements to play. Y ou can then bring it with you
on your trips or just play around with it in your living room without any additional setup. Of
course, if you want to move on to something heavier and more powerful, you’re always free to
swap over to an electric guitar once you have the practice and the setup.

That’s for the future, however. For now, you' Il want to use this guide to help you start playing and
performing with a classic acoustic guitar:

Understanding the Instrument’s Essential Parts

Take alook at your acoustic guitar and become familiar with the different parts. This will help
you understand how to play and how to read tab music sheets later on.

¢ Body: The body of the guitar is the hollow belly, which is what really produces the sound you
hear.

o Neck: The neck iswhere you will find the frets (the bars that are split up along the neck) and the
strings.

¢ Headstock: The head of the guitar. Here, you'll find the tuning pegs. Y ou will need to tune your
guitar here to keep in the right octave and to make sure each string sounds correct.

e Strings: These vary in weight and produce different sounds when strummed open or closed.

e Frets: The frets determine the octave of the note. Holding down a fret when strumming or
playing a string changes its sound.
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How to Tune Your Guitar

You will tune your guitar by turning the pegs on the headstock. As a beginner, you will want to
use a tuner, but as you get more familiar with how notes are supposed to sound, you can then start
tuning your guitar by ear.

How to Hold Your Guitar

The good news is the guitar is very relaxed when it comes to your posture. You can play it
standing, sitting, or even laying down so long as you have full control over the body and neck.

Tips for Playing

Now it’s time to start playing. Y ou can do this on your own by watching videos, or you can hire a
guitar tutor to help you on a one-to-one basis. Either way, these tipswill help you in the beginning:

o Start Slow: It takes time to build up the strength in your fingers and the callouses needed to hold
down the strings firmly.

e Start Easy: Learn the easiest songs so you can start putting technical theory to the test.

e Practice, Practice, Practice: Every instrument needs practice to learn. Eventually, you'll be able
to learn how to play by ear and picking up new music or jamming along will be a breeze.

Tips for Learning Songs

Once you know how to play different notes and have worked up some natural callouses on your
fingers, it’s now time to start learning actual songs. The good news is that you can start playing
your favorite songs by looking at guitar notes rather than full sheet music. This is commonly
called tabs, which is short for tablature.

With tabs, you basically just look at where you put your fingers for the chord. You' |l then use your
knowledge of the song to match the tempo and rhythm. To read tabs, you' [l need to know:

e TheLines: Intabs, horizontal linesin differing thickness denote which string you play.
e The Numbers: Each number corresponds to a different fret, with O being open.

In short, tabs help you easily learn how to play popular songs, which can help you stay motivated
and loving the craft.
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Material Handling Equipment: A Practical Guide
Our Friends - Monday, July 29th, 2024

Imagine trying to run a warehouse or factory without the right handling equipment. Products would
pile up, workers would have a hard time, and productivity would drop. For operations to run
smoothly and safely, the right material handling equipment is a must. This guide will provide an
overview of material handling equipment.

Types of Material Handling Equipment
Storage and Handling Equipment

Storage and handling equipment is used to store and organize items safely. This includes shelves,
racks, and bins. Shelves and racks help keep items off the floor and make them easy to access. Bins
are used to store smaller items neztly.

This equipment helps maximize space and keeps the work areatidy. It also makesit easier to find
and retrieve items quickly, improving efficiency and reducing the risk of accidents.

Industrial Trucks

Industrial trucks are vehicles used to move things around a facility. Examples include forklifts,
pallet jacks, and hand trucks. Forklifts can lift and transport heavy loads, making them essential for
moving pallets and large items.

Pallet jacks are used to lift and move pallets short distances. Hand trucks, also known as dollies,
are used for moving smaller, lighter items.

Bulk Material Handling Equipment

Bulk material handling equipment is designed to move and manage large quantities of items, often
in loose form. Examples include conveyor belts, hoppers, and stackers.

Conveyor belts move materials along a continuous path, ideal for production lines. Hoppers hold
and release bulk materials as needed, while stackers help pile materials efficiently. This equipment
is crucial for industries that handle things like grains, coal, and gravel, as it helps move large
amounts quickly and efficiently.

Automated Systems

Automated systems are advanced machines that perform material handling tasks with minimal
human intervention. These include automated guided vehicles (AGVSs), robotic arms, and
automated storage and retrieval systems (AS/RS).

AGVs are robots that transport materials within a facility, following a set path. Robotic arms can
pick up, move, and place items with precision. AS/RS systems automatically store and retrieve
items from storage, reducing the need for manual labour.

Factors to Consider When Choosing Equipment
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Load Characteristics

When choosing equipment, it's important to consider load characteristics. This means
understanding the weight, size, and shape of the items you will handle.

For heavy or bulky items, you need strong, durable equipment. Light or small items may require
more precise and gentle handling. Knowing these details hel ps ensure you pick equipment that can
safely and effectively manage your things.

Operational Environment

Think about where the equipment will be used. For indoor environments, equipment like electric
forklifts is best because they produce no emissions and are quieter. Outdoor environments may
need gas or diesel-powered equipment that can handle rough terrain.

Additionally, consider temperature, humidity, and other conditions that might affect the
equipment’s performance. Choosing equipment suited to your specific environment ensures
smooth and safe operation.

Frequency of Use

Fregquency of use refers to how often you will use the equipment. If the equipment will be used
daily or continuousdly, invest in high-quality, durable options that can withstand heavy use.

For occasional or light use, more economical options might be sufficient. Regular use also means
you should consider maintenance needs and availability of spare parts. Selecting equipment that
matches your usage frequency helps maintain productivity and minimizes downtime.

Space Constraints

Space constraints involve the physical space available for using and storing the equipment. In tight
spaces, smaller, more maneuverable equipment is necessary. Measure aisles, doorways, and
storage areas to ensure the equipment can move freely and fit comfortably.

If spaceis limited, consider compact or multi-functional equipment that can perform multiple tasks
without taking up too much room. Taking space constraints into account helps optimize your work
area and ensures safe operation.

Learn More About Material Handling Equipment

Understanding material handling equipment is essential for improving efficiency, safety, and
productivity in your operations. By selecting the right equipment, maintaining it properly, and
staying updated with the latest trends, you can significantly enhance your material handling
processes.
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