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There’s a particular kind of traveler who plans a trip around a bookshelf rather than a beach —
someone who wants to stand in the rooms where “War and Peace” or “Crime and Punishment”
were written, not just read about them from a hotel armchair. Russia rewards that kind of traveler
more generously than almost anywhere else, because so much of its literary and artistic history is
still physically standing, preserved as house-museums, archives, and galleries rather than plaques
on demolished buildings.

Where the Novels Actually Happened

Start in St. Petersburg, where Dostoevsky set much of “Crime and Punishment” within walking
distance of the apartment where he lived and wrote it. The Dostoevsky Literary Memorial Museum
recreates his final study almost exactly as he left it, down to the clock stopped at the hour of his
death. A few canals over, the Hermitage occupies a different register entirely — one of the largest
art collections on earth, housed in the Winter Palace, with enough Rembrandts, Titians, and
Impressionist rooms to make a single afternoon feel absurdly insufficient.

Moscow answers with its own literary geography. Tolstoy’s Moscow estate, Khamovniki, is where
he wrote “Resurrection” and where visitors can walk the same garden paths and see the study
where he worked standing up, by choice, well into old age. The Tretyakov Gallery, meanwhile,
holds the definitive collection of Russian painting — Repin, Serov, the icon tradition that predates
the novels by centuries and quietly shaped their visual imagination.

Beyond the two capitals, Kazan offers a different cultural register altogether: a city where
Orthodox cathedrals and the Qol Sharif Mosque share a skyline, reflecting a genuinely layered
religious and artistic history rather than a single dominant tradition. It’s an easy add-on for
travelers extending a Moscow–St. Petersburg itinerary by rail.

Building the Itinerary Around the Art, Not Around Logistics

A cultural trip like this rewards slowness. Trying to compress the Hermitage, the Tretyakov, and
multiple house-museums into a long weekend usually means seeing everything and absorbing very
little. Ten to fourteen days, split roughly between St. Petersburg and Moscow with a rail excursion
to a third city, gives the itinerary room to breathe — enough time to sit in the museum café rather
than sprint past it, or return to a favorite gallery room a second time.
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The practical groundwork, though, deserves the same advance attention as the museum tickets.
Most visitors need a visa to enter Russia, and every standard tourist visa application requires an
invitation letter before a consulate will process it. The good news is that this step, once the slowest
part of planning, has become largely automated — a russia visa invitation letter online can
typically be issued within minutes of submitting a passport copy and hotel reservation, since
Russian consulates have accepted electronic invitations as standard practice since 2012. Sorting
that early leaves the rest of the planning window free for the part that actually matters: deciding
which Russian visa category and length of stay actually fits a slower, culture-focused trip, since
tourist visas typically cap at 30 days — enough for an unhurried literary circuit, but worth
confirming before building a longer itinerary around it.

For travelers still deciding how to divide time between cities, a rundown of the best Russian cities
to build a cultural itinerary around is a useful starting point before locking in flights.

Why It’s Worth the Extra Planning

There’s something particular about reading a novel in the city where it was set, or standing in the
exact room where a writer worked through a difficult chapter. It doesn’t change the words on the
page, but it changes how they sit in memory afterward. Russia’s literary and artistic institutions
have, for the most part, resisted the flattening effect that turns historic sites into generic tourist
stops — the Dostoevsky museum still feels like an apartment, not an exhibit designed for
photographs. That’s rare, and it’s worth the modest extra effort of sorting the paperwork properly
to get there.
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