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Crossing the Mediterranean

Pleasure

Nick says that we're inherently selfish
but he buys the homeless man dinner. | wonder
if we do these things just to feel pleasure.
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| do it to forget the time | hit arabbit with my car
and kept driving, saw it split to piecesin the rear
view mirror. Thetime | left a date and went straight

to another. | watch peoplein traffic stop to help
others, the boy who sells roses on the freeway
exit sells out of flowers, asign tied to afencetells

me I’m loved but the homeless man grabs
my hand and putsit to his heart—says it’s not beating
because of the chip in hisarm.
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