
1

Cultural Daily - 1 / 3 - 13.07.2024

Cultural Daily
Independent Voices, New Perspectives

Healthcare Abroad: 8 Things to Consider
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Relocating to a whole new country can be an exciting journey, but it also presents a number of
difficulties, especially with regard to healthcare abroad. Making sure that you have access to high-
quality healthcare is an essential part of taking care of yourself and your family.

To help you figure things out, let’s go over eight important factors to take into account when
managing your healthcare abroad. 

Understand the Local Healthcare System

When you move over to your new country, spend some time learning about the nuances of the
local healthcare system.

Examine the public and private sectors’ involvement in the delivery of healthcare, as well as the
workings of various insurance policies. Knowing the fundamentals will help you feel more capable
of using the system wisely when the time comes and you need medical attention.

Private health insurance in the UK, for example, is the best option for expats, but this can differ
from country to country. 

Secure International Health Insurance

As you probably already know, public healthcare is provided in certain countries, but it might not
always be available to foreigners or it might not meet all of their needs. 

Purchasing foreign health insurance guarantees that you will be compensated for various medical
services, like emergency care, doctor visits, and hospital stays. Look into various plans to figure
out which one best fits your family’s needs and budget. Talking to professionals or even your
immigration agent might be useful in these circumstances. 

Check for Reciprocal Healthcare Agreements

Residents of certain countries can obtain medical treatments in other regions thanks to what are
known as reciprocal healthcare agreements. You can do some research to determine whether your
own country and your new home have such an agreement and learn more about the coverage it
offers.

While some agreements offer more extensive services, others could simply cover emergency
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treatment. Learn the steps involved in obtaining healthcare under these agreements and decide if
they’re worth it for you. 

Locate English-Speaking Healthcare Providers

Getting a proper diagnosis and the right treatment depends heavily on effective communication
between patients and healthcare professionals. In order to prevent any mishaps caused by
miscommunication, try to find medical professionals who can speak your language fluently or who
employ English-speaking staff. 

This is especially crucial when talking about symptoms, understanding different medicines, and
managing follow-up care. Hospitals and clinics that target English-speaking citizens are luckily
common in cities with large expat populations, so this shouldn’t be troublesome. 

Vaccinations and Preventive Care

Health concerns differ by region, so it’s important to know if there are any immunizations or
preventive measures required or advised for people traveling to your destination.

Make an appointment to speak with your doctor before you move, or chat to a nearby healthcare
practitioner once you’ve arrived. Discuss your medical history and ask about recommended
immunizations. On top of this, you should of course keep up with routine check-ups and
screenings, and talk to other expatriates in the area or on internet forums to learn about any
prevalent health issues and how to avoid them.

Emergency Services and Contacts

Find out the location of the closest clinic or hospital, as well as the emergency numbers in your
new country. Learn the process for requesting emergency medical assistance, including how
ambulances work and whether certain medical issues may require a different emergency
department.

Additionally, having a list of contacts like neighbors, co-workers, or acquaintances who live
nearby and can help in an emergency or go with you to doctor’s appointments is also a good idea.

Prescriptions and Medications

Before going abroad, make sure that any prescriptions you depend on are available in the country
you’re moving to. To do so, you could get in touch with a with a local chemist or medical expert.
Consider the procedure for getting medications, whether from a pharmacy directly or through a
specialist or general practitioner.

For certain drugs, you might struggle to find them locally, or even to import them due to various
restrictions. If you find that this is the case, research ways in which you might be able to acquire
your medicine, or seek out more accessible alternatives. 

Cultural Considerations in Healthcare

Remember that different cultural perspectives on healthcare can influence treatment preferences,
doctor-patient relationships, and attitudes towards preventative care. Spend some time learning
about these cultural quirks to improve your experience receiving healthcare in general.For instance,
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whilst certain cultures value more natural or alternative treatments, others may take a more
Westernised route first. In addition to making it easier for you to go about the healthcare system,
cultural sensitivity will help improve your relationships with medical staff. Ignorance can be
dangerous, so do your research and practice tolerance, but make sure that you’re still getting the
healthcare you need.
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