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Independent Voices, New Perspectives

How Brian Quinn Built a Multi-Platform Entertainment
Business
Our Friends · Friday, October 10th, 2025

Brian Quinn transformed his Impractical Jokers television success into a comprehensive
entertainment enterprise spanning podcasting, live performance, producing, merchandising,
promotions and corporate speaking. The former FDNY firefighter’s methodical approach to
business diversification demonstrates how genuine personality and strategic timing can create
sustainable multimedia revenue streams that operate independently of traditional network
decisions.

Turning 32 Million Viewers Into Business Opportunities

Impractical Jokers premiered on December 15, 2011, attracting over 32 million viewers in its first
season and establishing itself as TruTV’s highest-rated series. By Season 12, which premiered in
July 2025 on TBS, new episodes consistently average 1.7 million viewers. This television success
provided Quinn with the platform necessary to explore additional revenue streams beyond
traditional acting roles.

Quinn’s business philosophy centers on leveraging consistent personality across different mediums
rather than chasing trending formats. The transition from employee to entrepreneur required
developing skills in audience demographics, market timing, and brand consistency. His approach
has been notably methodical—building each component systematically to ensure new projects
enhance rather than detract from existing success while maintaining quality control across different
audience segments.

Tell ‘Em Steve-Dave and the Podcast Gold Rush

Brian Quinn entered podcasting in February 2010 with the ongoing Tell ‘Em Steve-Dave!,
positioning himself during the industry’s early growth phase when competition was limited. The
show won multiple awards, including Podcast Awards and Stitcher recognition, while his second
venture, What Say You? with Sal Vulcano, earned additional industry acclaim. These early
investments transformed into valuable intellectual property commanding premium advertising
rates.

Podcasting provided Quinn with direct audience access without network intermediaries or
production company oversight. This autonomy allowed him to develop content reflecting his voice
while building relationships with listeners that translated into support for other business ventures.
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“Podcasting lets me connect with fans on a different level than TV ever could,” Quinn has noted
about the medium’s intimacy.

The financial model, which combined advertising revenue, premium subscriptions, and
merchandise sales, offered Quinn consistent income streams complementing his television work.
Unlike television projects dependent on renewal decisions, podcasts provided creative and
financial control over content output.

Corporate Speaking Empire

Quinn’s expansion into corporate speaking commands $50,000 to $100,000 per engagement
through AAE Speakers Bureau, placing him within the upper tier of entertainment industry
speakers. His presentations focus on career transition, team dynamics, and maintaining
pressure—topics drawn from his experiences in firefighting and entertainment, which resonate
with corporate leadership themes.

The “DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE” Tour (2023-2024) sold out prestigious venues
including Radio City Music Hall, Madison Square Garden and London’s O2 Arena, reaching over
millions of fans while generating substantial ticket revenue. “The live shows give us a chance to
connect with fans in a way that’s impossible through TV,” Quinn has observed about touring
success.

Convention appearances at events like San Diego Comic-Con, where Quinn has appeared annually
since 2013, provide additional income while maintaining fan relationships. These live appearances
support television promotion while generating independent revenue through meet-and-greets,
merchandise sales, and appearance fees.

From Brewing Beer to Making Hand Sanitizer

Brian Quinn’s revival of the historic Rubsam & Horrmann Brewing Company on Staten Island in
August 2019 represented a significant departure from entertainment-focused ventures. The “Q’s
Brews” line leveraged his existing fanbase while targeting local consumers who appreciated the
historical brewery revival, creating multiple pathways to profitability through dual market
approach.

During COVID-19, Brian Quinn demonstrated remarkable business adaptability by converting
brewery operations to produce hand sanitizer. He personally distributed nearly 1,000 bottles to
Staten Island firefighters, police, sanitation workers, and hospital staff, transforming a business
challenge into community service. “You always have to give back to the community that supports
you,” Quinn stated regarding his pandemic response efforts.

This response illustrated how celebrity engagement could create positive publicity while serving
genuine community needs, strengthening brand credibility, while generating media coverage
through traditional advertising channels.

2 Million Followers and Strategic Brand Partnerships

Quinn’s social media presence spans 2 million Instagram followers, 960,000 Twitter followers, and
over 500,000 Facebook likes, with TikTok expanding his reach to younger demographics. This
multi-platform approach provides diverse audience segments for various business ventures while

https://www.tiktok.com/@bqquinn?lang=en
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enabling integrated marketing that eliminates traditional advertising costs through direct fan
engagement.

Strategic partnerships amplify reach while sharing operational responsibilities. Quinn’s
collaboration with fellow Impractical Jokers cast members creates synergistic marketing effects,
while his partnership with the Tunnel to Towers Foundation has generated impressive fundraising
through vehicle donations and virtual fundraising. Licensing opportunities from Tell ‘Em Steve-
Dave! Merchandise and brewery products generate passive income streams that require minimal
ongoing investment.

Staten Island’s official “Impractical Jokers Day” declaration represents unprecedented local
government recognition, enhancing regional business credibility while providing marketing value
that strengthens community ties benefiting brewery operations and local partnerships.

Building a Network-Independent Entertainment Empire

As streaming platforms disrupt traditional television, Quinn’s diversified business model positions
him advantageously for industry changes. His direct audience relationships, established through
podcasts and social media, provide independence from network decisions, while live performance
revenue operates outside the algorithms and monetization changes of digital platforms.

The entertainment industry’s increasing focus on genuine personalities over manufactured content
aligns with Quinn’s established brand approach. His fan relationships and community
connections create competitive advantages difficult for newer entertainers to replicate quickly,
with this premium becoming more valuable as audiences grow skeptical of commercialized
content.

Brian Quinn’s business evolution demonstrates how entertainment figures can build enterprises by
leveraging consistent personalities across multiple revenue streams. His diversified approach
ensures career sustainability regardless of individual project success, creating a template for
modern entertainment entrepreneurship that prioritizes long-term value over short-term gains.

Images at top courtesy of Bob Quinn via social accounts
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