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Cultural Daily
Independent Voices, New Perspectives

How Are We Feeling?
Ann Haskins · Wednesday, February 12th, 2025

A modern dance icon’s twisty 60th in Costa Mesa and Northridge; social media and personal
feelings in the Arts District; colonial considerations in Little Tokyo; Afrofuturistic perspectives in
Westwood; Israel’s innovative modern dance company downtown; contemporary dance fest finale
in West LA; more SoCal dance this week, plus a peek at next week.

Live This Week

Turbulent times

The unsettled state of the world provides grist for Choose the Face that best describes how you’re
feeling, the newest from choreographer Laurie Sefton and her Laurie Sefton Creates. The
program also includes More Please (2014) and The Mythology of Self considering the impact of
social media. The always strong line up of dancers includes Carmen Callahan, Hunter Wayne
Foster, Leah Hamel, Enya Kollek, Harry Louis, Leah McCall, Zachary Medina, Megan Pulfer, and
Jane Zogbi. LA Dance Project, 2245 E. Washington Blvd., LA Arts District; Thurs.-Sat., Feb.
20-22, 8 pm, $35 presale, $40 at door. Tickets.

Laurie Sefton Creates. Photo by Skye Schmidt Varga

A curtain closer

Curated by Barbara Mueller-Wittmann, the 2025 Dance at the Odyssey festival closes with the

https://www.culturaldaily.com/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-are-we-feeling/
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35353/production/1189190
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/laurieseftoncreates-skyeschmidtvarga-2-e1739229291594.jpg
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multi-genre Clay Collective. Led by Gheremi Clay, this eclectic ensemble brings a fusion of hip
hop and contemporary dance. The Odyssey Theatre, 2055 S. Sepulveda Blvd., WLA; Fri.,-Sat.,
Feb. 14-15, 8 pm, Sun., Feb. 16, 2 pm, $25. Odyssey Theatre.

Gheremi Clay. Photo by Jimmy Love

https://odysseytheatre.com/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/gheremiclay-jimmylove-e1739229203272.jpg
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Graham to “Gaga”

Founded in 1964 with help from the legendary choreographer Martha Graham, Israel’s Batsheva
Dance Company established an international reputation that has continued to grow since
groundbreaking choreographer Ohad Naharin assumed stewardship of the company in 1990.
Known for his distinctive dance approach known as “Gaga,” Naharin has cultivated a generation of
movers, this time launching them in his latest, MoMo, with 70-minutes of music drawn from the
Laurie Anderson/Kronos Quartet album Landfall, Philip Glass, Arca, and Maxim Waratt. Music
Center, Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, 135 N. Grand Ave., downtown; Fri.-Sat., Feb. 14-15, 7:30 pm,
Sun., Feb. 16, 2 pm, $49-$163. Music Center.

Batsheva Dance Company. Photo by ascaf

Where did the time go?

For six decades Twyla Tharp has brought her ever innovative brand of dance to everything from
modern dance to ballet companies to Broadway and to her own touring troupes. Tharp and her
dancers celebrate her Diamond Jubilee at two SoCal venues. No surprise, Tharp eschewed any
‘greatest hits’ program, instead selecting her Olivier-nominated Diabelli Variations that tackled
Beethoven’s masterpiece, and a new dance set to Philip Glass’ Aguas da Amazonia, arranged and
performed live by Third Coast Percussion. Segerstrom Center for the Arts, 600 Town Center Dr.,
Costa Mesa; Sat., Feb. 15, 7:30 pm & Sun., Feb. 16, 1 pm, $44.07 – $134.47. SCFTA. Also at Cal
State University Northridge, 18111 Nordhoff St., Northridge; Feb. 22, 8 pm, Sun., Feb. 23, 3 pm, 
$47-$128. The Soraya.

https://www.musiccenter.org/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/batsheva-momo-ascaf-e1739229104937.jpg
https://www.scfta.org/
https://thesoraya.org/en/
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Twyla Tharp. Photo by Greg Gorman

Going to ground

The ongoing salon series presented by Heidi Duckler Dance opens 2025 with Truth or
Consequences: Close to the Ground, curated by dancer/choreographer Jasmine Albuquerque. On
the program: dance by B Grosse, Maija Knapp, and Albuquerque, who also provides a short 2018
film shot in Bolivia, plus poetry from Nandi Zulu. The Bendix Building, 1206 Maple Ave., Suite
1100B, LA Arts District; Sat., Feb. 15, 6 pm, $40 presale, $50 at door. Heidi Duckler.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/twylatharp-greggorman-e1739228617972.jpg
https://heididuckler.org/events-cal/
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Maija Knapp. Photo courtesy of the artist

Part 3 of 3

The Brooklyn-based arts collective Tribe brings Black Hole, the final third of choreographer
Shamel Pitts’ BLACK. Known for combining multidisciplinary performance elements viewed
through a lens of Afrofuturism, the work considers the journey of three people of African heritage.
The dancers include Tushrik Fredericks, Marcela Lewis, and Pitts. UCLA Glorya Kaufman Dance
Theater, Kaufman Hall, 120 Westwood Plaza, Westwood; Sat., Feb. 15, 8 pm, $38.08. CAP
UCLA.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/maijaknapp-1.jpg
https://cap.ucla.edu/event/shamel-pitts
https://cap.ucla.edu/event/shamel-pitts
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Shamel Pitts. Photo by Adeboye Brothers

Cirque goes full circle

As a youth in Guinea, Yamoussa Bangoura became enamored of cirque, going on to a career with
Cirque du Soleil, Cirque Éloize, and Cavalia. Now he heads his own Cirque Kalabanté which
brings Afrique en Cirque to town for one performance with Afro-jazz, percussion, and kora
musical accompaniment. Cal State University LA, Luckman Fine Arts Complex, 5151 State
University Dr., East LA; Sun., Feb. 16, 6 pm, $25-$65. Luckman Fine Arts Complex.

Cirque Kalabanté. Photo courtesy of the artists

Influential events

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/shamelpitts-adeboye-brothers-e1739227617594.jpg
https://theluckman.org/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/cirquekalabante-e1739227515241.jpg
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Originally commissioned for the Egyptian Pavilion at the 2024 Venice Biennale, the film
installation Drama 1882 from Wael Shawky considers the events that countered a revolt against
European colonial influence, resulting in Britain cementing its control of Egypt for another seven
decades. Adapting the storied events into the form of an opera and performed in classical Arabic,
Shawky choreographed, wrote, scored, and directed. This event is the latest in the museum’s
Wonmi’s WAREHOUSE Programs. Related events include a conversation with Shawky and
assistant curator Alex Sloane on Sat., Feb. 22 at 3 pm. WAREHOUSE, MOCA Geffen
Contemporary, 152 N. Central Ave., Little Tokyo; Thurs., Feb. 20 – Sun., March 16, 11 am, free
w/reservation at Tickets.

Bonnie Langford, Bernadette Peters, Lea Salonga and the company of Stephen Sondheim’s Old

Friends. Photo by Danny Kaan

With friends like these

Directed by legendary choreographer Matthew Bourne, with additional choreography from
Stephen Mear, and headlined by Bernadette Peters, Lea Salonga, and a lineup of British and
American musical theater luminaries, LA has the U.S. premiere of Stephen Sondheim’s Old
Friends before it goes to Broadway. Music Center, Ahmanson Theatre, 135 N. Grand Ave.,
downtown; official opening Thurs., Feb. 13, then Tues.-Fri., 8 pm, Sat., 2 & 8 pm, Sun., 1 & 6:30
pm, $25 – $195.50. Center Theatre Group.

A Peek at Next Week

Tanz Tanz Revolution — Deception of a Fall at Highways Performance Space, 1651 18th St.,
Santa Monica; Fri.-Sat., Feb. 21-22, 8 pm, $20.50. Highways Performance.

The Soft Creates — Spotlight at Stomping Ground LA, 5453 Alhambra Ave., El Sereno; Sat.,
Feb. 22, 7 pm, $10. Stomping Ground LA.

Marjani Forté-Saunders — Uplifting Black Legacy at Annenberg Beach House, 415 Pacific
Coast Hwy., Santa Monica; Thurs., Feb. 27, 7 pm, free w/reservation at Eventbrite.

https://moca.ticketapp.org/portal/product/288/events
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/of3-bonniebernadette-dannykaan-e1738794658240.jpg
https://www.centertheatregroup.org/
https://www.highwaysperformance.org/
https://www.stompinggroundla.org/events/soft-creatives-spotlight
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uplifting-black-legacy-tickets-1223981554779
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Rhythm India: Bollywood & Beyond at Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts, 18000 Park Plaza
Dr., Cerritos; Sat. Feb. 22, 8 pm, $40-$80. CCPA.

Rhythm India: Bollywood & Beyond. Photo courtesy of the artists

World Ballet Company — The Great Gatsby at Irvine Barclay Theatre, 4242 Campus Dr., Irvine;
Tues.-Wed., Feb. 25-26, 7:30 pm, $68-$114. Irvine Barclay Theatre.

UCI Dance Department — Dance Visions at UC Irvine Barclay Theatre, 4242 Campus Dr.,
Irvine; Thurs.-Fri., Feb 20-21 8 pm, Sat. 22, 2 & 8 pm, $34, $30 seniors, $13 students. Irvine
Barclay Theatre.

Bereishit Dance Company — Balance & Imbalance / Judo at USC, Bovard Auditorium, 3551
Trousdale Pkwy, University Park; Sun., Feb. 23, 6 pm, free. Visions and Voices USC.

Boston Conservatory at Berklee — Commercial Dance Showcase 2025 at El Portal Theater,
5269 Lankershim Blvd., North Hollywood; Wed., Feb. 26, 7 pm., requires registration. Boston
Conservatory at Berklee.

Posted in Theatre, Music, Dance, Performing | No Comments »

How to Handle a Construction Project Efficiently
Our Friends · Wednesday, February 12th, 2025

Focus on efficiency when managing a construction project, whether a small renovation or a large

https://ccpa.cerritos.gov/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/rhythmindia-e1739227008879.jpg
https://www.thebarclay.org/Online/default.asp
https://www.thebarclay.org/Online/default.asp
https://www.thebarclay.org/Online/default.asp
https://visionsandvoices.usc.edu/
https://bostonconservatory.berklee.edu/commercial-dance/commercial-dance-showcase-2025
https://bostonconservatory.berklee.edu/commercial-dance/commercial-dance-showcase-2025
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/theatre/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/music/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/dance/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-are-we-feeling/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-to-handle-a-construction-project-efficiently/
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development. Knowing the best practices can help you finish on time and within budget. Project
management involves proper planning, clear communication, and the right tools.

A solid plan is essential for any successful construction project. Before starting, define the project
scope, goals, and timeline. This plan guides your work and helps prevent miscommunication. A
detailed project plan keeps everyone informed and responsible.

Also, prepare for unexpected challenges like bad weather, supply shortages, or worker availability.
Allowing flexibility and having strategies to deal with issues as they come up will help you stay on
track.

Learn more about how to handle a construction project efficiently.

Prioritize Communication

Good communication is vital in construction. With many people involved, it’s essential to keep
everyone informed. Hold regular meetings to discuss details and updates. Create a central
communication channel to address questions and concerns quickly.

Clearly define roles and responsibilities from the start. When everyone knows what to do,
misunderstandings decrease, and teamwork improves. This helps you spot issues early and keep
the project on track.

Adopt Construction Software

Using technology can change how you manage construction projects. Good construction software
improves communication, streamlines tasks, and gives you quick access to data. You can have all
project details, schedules, and budgets at your fingertips, ready to share with your team.

Tools made for construction management let you manage every part of the project more easily.
These programs often have features like task assignments, document management, budgeting tools,
and safety checklists. This easy access makes decision-making faster and increases accuracy and
accountability.

Stay on Budget

Budget overruns can lead to serious problems in construction projects. To avoid this, keep a close
eye on your spending. Start with a clear budget that includes possible hidden costs or changes that
might come up.

Track every expense and regularly compare it to your original budget. This helps you spot any
issues early and adjust before spending exceeds your planned amount. Regular monitoring gives
you a better view and can help shield you from unexpected costs.

Use Project Management Techniques

Using effective project management methods can boost your efficiency. Approaches like Agile or
Lean management focus on steady progress and reducing waste. These principles help your team
adapt quickly to changes and challenges.

Tools like construction management software can help you see the workflow and project

https://www.jonasconstruction.com/
https://www.jonasconstruction.com/features/job-project-management-for-construction/
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timelines. These tools keep you organized and identify slow points in the project. Whether you
have experience in project management or are just starting, these techniques can improve how your
project runs.

Prioritize Safety

Keeping your team safe on-site is important legally and morally. Focusing on safety leads to a
smoother work process and reduces costly accidents. Create a solid safety plan, hold regular safety
meetings, and offer training to lower risks.

Encourage workers to talk about potential hazards to build a culture of safety. When everyone feels
responsible for safety, teamwork improves, leading to fewer interruptions and delays.

Review and Learn

After finishing the project, take time to review the results. Look at what went well and where you
can improve in future projects. Feedback from your team can provide insights into communication,
resource use, and overall management.

Creating a culture of continuous improvement means learning from mistakes. Analyzing what went
wrong can lead to better strategies, improved teamwork, and more tremendous success in the
future.

Manage Risk Effectively

Risk management is a critical aspect of construction project management. Identify potential risks
early on, including financial, operational, and environmental factors that could impact your project.
Conduct thorough risk assessments and develop mitigation strategies to minimize the likelihood of
issues arising.

Review and update your risk management plan regularly as the project progresses. Engaging your
team in discussions about potential risks fosters a proactive approach and enhances everyone’s
awareness, ensuring everyone is prepared to act quickly if challenges arise.

Encourage Collaboration

Fostering a collaborative work environment can significantly enhance project outcomes.
Encourage teamwork among all stakeholders, including contractors, subcontractors, suppliers, and
clients. Facilitating open dialogue and shared goals supports a positive working atmosphere.

Utilize collaborative tools allowing real-time updates and shared access to project documents.
Encourage team members to share insights and ideas that could lead to innovative solutions. A
collaborative culture enhances productivity and cultivates a sense of ownership among team
members.

Photo by Anamul Rezwan via Pexels

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS

https://www.pexels.com/photo/two-man-holding-white-paper-1216589/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
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AND CULTURE

Posted in Check This Out | No Comments »

Maximizing Real Estate Profits: The Impact of Commission
Rates on Investment Returns
Our Friends · Wednesday, February 12th, 2025

Investing in real estate is all about maximizing profits. While many real estate investors focus on
securing low mortgage rates and finding properties with high ROI, they often overlook the factor
that can significantly impact their bottom line, which is the real estate commission. So,
understanding how commission structures work and choosing cost-effective options can mean the
difference between an average and an outstanding return on investment (ROI).

Understanding Real Estate Commissions and Their Impact

Real estate commissions are typically one of the highest transaction costs when buying or selling
property. Traditional real estate agents often charge between 4% to 6% of the home’s selling price,
which can quickly add up to tens of thousands of dollars. For example, selling a $800,000 home
at a 5% commission means paying $40,000 in fees. That’s a significant amount that cuts into your
profits. Investors who buy and sell frequently or those looking to maximize their equity need to
factor in the aforementioned costs when calculating their bottom line. 

Investors who frequently buy and sell properties or aim to maximize their equity should carefully
evaluate commission costs when calculating their bottom line. Various lower-commission models
exist in the real estate market, including one percent realtors, which offer alternatives to
conventional fee structures. These options can lead to reduced selling costs while maintaining
professional representation, depending on individual transaction needs.

How Lower Commission Rates Boost Profitability

Opting for low commission real estate services can dramatically improve an investor’s profit
margins. Some real estate options offer one percent commission models, allowing sellers to save
thousands in fees without sacrificing quality representation.

Consider the difference:

Home Price 5% Traditional Commission 1% Commission Savings

$500,000 $25,000 $5,000 $20,000

$800,000 $40,000 $8,000 $32,000

$1,200,000 $60,000 $12,000 $48,000

By cutting commission expenses, investors can pocket more profit, which can be reinvested in new
properties, or channel those savings into upgrades that enhance a home’s appeal and resale value.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/check-this-out/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-to-handle-a-construction-project-efficiently/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/maximizing-real-estate-profits-the-impact-of-commission-rates-on-investment-returns/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/maximizing-real-estate-profits-the-impact-of-commission-rates-on-investment-returns/
https://www.investopedia.com/financial-edge/0611/understanding-real-estate-commissions-who-pays.aspx
https://propertymesh.ca/selling-realtor/
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Because every dollar saved is an opportunity to grow your portfolio or increase a property’s market
potential, making smart financial moves is essential for long-term success.

Mortgage Rates and Their Role in Profitability

In addition to saving on commissions, investors should consider how mortgage rates impact their
returns. A lower mortgage rate means reduced borrowing costs, which directly translates into better
cash flow and higher long-term profits.

If you are interested in learning how mortgage rates play a crucial role in real estate investments,
check out our in-depth guide: Why Mortgage Rates Are Key to Making Smart Real Estate
Investments.

Practical Steps to Maximize Real Estate Profits

To ensure you maximize your profits when buying or selling real estate, follow these key
strategies:

Compare Commission Rates – Do not settle for traditional high commissions. Seek out lower-1.

cost alternatives that align with your financial goals.

Negotiate Closing Costs – Work with your lender and real estate professionals to minimize2.

closing fees.

Monitor Mortgage Rates – Lock in a low interest rate when financing your property to keep3.

monthly payments low.

Invest in Value-Boosting Renovations – Small upgrades, such as kitchen or bathroom4.

remodels, can significantly increase resale value.

Leverage Tax Benefits – Understand tax deductions available to real estate investors to reduce5.

taxable income.

Final Thoughts

Real estate investing is not just about buying and selling properties—it is about making every
dollar work smarter. Savvy investors know that trimming unnecessary costs and maximizing
returns can significantly impact their bottom line. Negotiating lower commission rates and locking
in the best mortgage terms are not just small wins; they are game-changers that add up over time.
Whether you’re dipping your toes into the market for the first time or you have been in the game
for years, paying close attention to these financial levers can set you up for long-term success. The
more strategic you are, the bigger the earnings.

Photo by Khwanchai Phanthong via Pexels

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE
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5 Strategies to Ensure Your Transportation Logistics Are
Effective
Our Friends · Wednesday, February 12th, 2025

Effective logistics are crucial for businesses that rely on the timely delivery of goods and services.
Poor transportation logistics can lead to increased costs, decreased customer satisfaction, and lost
business opportunities.

To optimize these processes, companies must implement strategic measures tailored to their
specific needs. The more prepared you are, the smoother your entire operations will be.

In this article, we will discuss five essential strategies to ensure that your transportation logistics
are efficient, effective and successful. Let’s begin!

Partner with a 3PL

One strategy that can enhance your logistics is to partner with a 3PL service. These providers offer
specialized expertise and resources that can significantly improve your operations. By outsourcing
transportation and warehousing needs, you can benefit from their advanced technology, industry
knowledge, and established networks. 

Just take a look at the Ryder State of the Industry Report as an example. You can clearly see
how their knowledge can help you optimize your transportation logistics. Not to mention they offer
a variety of other services so that you can focus on your core competencies. 

Focus on Inventory Management

Effective inventory management plays a crucial role in transportation logistics. Maintaining
optimal inventory levels reduces excess stock and ensures that products are available for timely
delivery.

Inventory Management Software provides real-time visibility into stock levels, helping you make
informed decisions about restocking and order fulfillment. In addition, regularly reviewing
turnover rates will allow you to identify slow-moving items and adjust logistical strategies
accordingly. 

In short, by synchronizing inventory management with transportation logistics, companies can
reduce lead times and improve overall efficiency. This improves your financial gain and profit in
the long run.

Optimize Route Planning

One of the most critical aspects of transportation logistics is route planning. Efficient route
optimization reduces travel time, minimizes fuel consumption, and improves delivery schedules.

To achieve this, utilize advanced software that incorporates real-time traffic data, weather
conditions, and delivery time windows. Moreover, by analyzing historical data, you can identify
the most efficient routes and make adjustments as necessary.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/5-strategies-to-ensure-your-transportation-logistics-are-effective/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/5-strategies-to-ensure-your-transportation-logistics-are-effective/
https://www.ryder.com/en-us/insights/blogs/transportation/seven-trucking-industry-trends
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Leverage Technology and Automation

Embracing technology is vital for enhancing your logistics. Implementing automated systems can
streamline processes, reduce human error, and increase overall efficiency.

For instance, Transportation Management Systems can help manage operations by providing
visibility into the supply chain, tracking shipments and analysing performance metrics.
Additionally, using GPS tracking allows you to monitor vehicle locations in real-time, improving
communication with drivers.

Prioritize Customer Communication

Finally, clear communication with customers is vital for successful transportation logistics.
Keeping customers informed about their shipments fosters trust and enhances their overall
experience.

Utilize automated notification systems to send updates regarding order status, anticipated delivery
times and any potential delays. Providing customers with a platform to track their shipments in
real-time can also improve transparency. 

Final Words

Effective transportation logistics are essential for maintaining a competitive edge in today’s
market. By following the above, you can streamline your processes and enhance overall efficiency.
Remember, implementing these strategies won’t just reduce costs and improve customer
satisfaction, but contribute to long-term success.

Photo by Mad Knoxx Deluxe via Pexels
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3 Culturally Rich Ideas to Build Collaboration and Grow a
Business
Our Friends · Wednesday, February 12th, 2025

Cultural richness. It’s the kind of power phrase board meetings adore. For many organizations, it
does not go beyond the handful of routine holiday parties that many business employees dread
attending. 

Imbibing culture at work can take many approaches. For example, the human resources team may

https://smallbusiness.chron.com/improve-business-communication-707.html
https://bmmagazine.co.uk/marketing/build-trust-signals-for-your-brand-to-unlock-next-level-trust-and-loyalty/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/workers-loading-bags-onto-truck-in-industrial-setting-30674793/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/check-this-out/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/5-strategies-to-ensure-your-transportation-logistics-are-effective/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/3-culturally-rich-ideas-to-build-collaboration-and-grow-a-business/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/3-culturally-rich-ideas-to-build-collaboration-and-grow-a-business/
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choose to celebrate the culture of the city where the office is. It can encompass various facets of
music, cuisine, and architecture. This approach elevates a business from a passive to an animated,
breathing entity.

These three ideas can support cultural integration in a business to promote collaboration and
overall growth. They may also make the office a happier place to be, which bodes well for
employees and clients.

#1 Take Part in and Support Cultural Events

Your business may organize events annually, like a suppliers’ conference or a stakeholder meeting.
You may have some casual get-togethers like a Christmas party or team drinks. But cultural events
transcend these routine affairs. 

Participating in and supporting major cultural extravaganzas is a sure-shot way to gain brand
visibility. These platforms allow your business to meet diverse clients and potential partners. They
can see the organization’s values and beliefs upfront. Further, they encourage community building
and cement your company as an active, interested member.

Sponsoring music concerts and food events is a relatively affordable approach for companies to get
a far-reaching impact. Business owners can also encourage the staff to volunteer at local affairs,
like workshops or art exhibitions.

For employees, such events are an opportunity for self-expression. In June 2024, a Deloitte survey
found that many workers claim to feel the need to cover their identities to become one with the
mainstream. It could pertain to cultural symbols, gender, or sexual orientation. Over time, it leads
to emotional fatigue and burnout. Cultural celebrations deal with these feelings.

Cultural events can be the perfect way to stir up excitement and boost engagement at work. The
staff can see these avenues as platforms to own their distinctive belief systems, complete with
lesser-known foods and fashions. 

#2 Let the City Culture Seep Into Your Office

Another practical way to integrate culture at work is to take hints from the city and its unique
symbols. The United States, in all its huge size and geographical variations, offers brilliant scope
for doing this. 

Think of New York’s imposing Statue of Liberty and indigenous hip-hop music. Consider Florida,
warm in its picture-perfect, beachy sunshine and contemporary art. Why not integrate some of
these elements in your office to give it a distinct character? 

Sometimes, even showing the willingness to collaborate with clients at their preferred location
shows sensitivity. 

For example, many companies now deal with clients worldwide but don’t have dedicated office
space in the corresponding cities. A convenient way to facilitate such client meetings is through a
virtual office address at a strategic address like Florida or California. You can use this office to
meet clients, get packages, or receive business guests.

https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/topics/talent/identity-covering-could-be-undermining-workplace-well-being-efforts.html
https://www.thefarmsoho.com/product/virtual-office/
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Co-working spaces have become popular among business owners eager to interact with
stakeholders from across the globe. A physical office in a prestigious spot can be your calling card
to establish these ties. These spaces house professionals from many backgrounds, speaking diverse
dialects or separate languages. It is a testament to being open, flexible, and eager.

If you select a virtual office, The Farm Soho recommends considering a receptionist and a waiting
area. It is a good way to show regard for your guest’s time and interest. You could also consider an
on-demand meeting room to attend urgent discussions when a client must head back promptly. 

#3 Take Cultural Initiatives Beyond Lip Service

As of 2025, the US is going through rapid changes on the cultural front after President Trump’s
reelection. His recent directives have propelled many businesses, like Amazon, to cut back on DEI
initiatives. However, some firms like Costco and Apple are holding their ground. They maintain
that diversity and inclusion are integral to their business.

One cannot deny that building a culturally rich workplace can have long-lasting repercussions. If
implemented correctly, it can counter the rising toxicity in workplaces. 

Recently, People Management reported that sick leaves in the UK have surged after the pandemic,
affecting productivity. Many employees suffer low morale and reduced work engagement, which is
also causing a greater turnover. The situation is similar in the US as well, with poor culture
triggering the great resignation (and also quiet quitting).

Companies that lend meaning to cultural sensitivity don’t hesitate to take a stand. For example,
Coca-Cola started a global campaign in 2024 to exemplify its spirit of cultural richness. The
company proudly showcased artistic interpretations of its brand logos across countries like Brazil,
Indonesia, and Australia. The varied artwork stresses how integral the soda brand is to different
cultures and how it unifies them.

A culturally aware business should convey topical messaging at this time. It will reassure diverse
employees and audiences. Being open to discussions with government authorities is essential in
this era of global supply chains and dependencies.

They say human beings are social creatures: we believe in building communities and exploring
new frontiers. While we may gravitate toward others like us, we benefit from new perspectives and
ways of thinking. As a concept, culture connects closely to business growth. It makes organizations
flexible, intuitive, and better able to communicate with far-flung audiences.

Let’s go out on a limb and admit that the additional effort to integrate culture into a workplace is
worth it. It is unclear which direction America will take in the future. Still, losing culture as a
powerful force for employee engagement will likely impede business growth.
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Key Features That Make Online Casinos Stand Out in the USA
Our Friends · Tuesday, February 11th, 2025

Online casinos in the USA have evolved significantly, offering innovative features that enhance
user experience, security, and entertainment value. Players looking for the best platforms seek
reliability, game variety, and rewarding promotions. This article examines the most crucial
elements that set leading online casinos apart in the competitive U.S. market.

Security and Licensing

Top U.S. online casinos operate under licenses from authorities like the Nevada Gaming Control
Board and the New Jersey Division of Gaming Enforcement. These regulatory bodies enforce strict
security protocols, ensuring fair play and secure transactions.

Most reputable platforms utilize 128-bit or 256-bit SSL encryption to protect user data. This level
of security is equivalent to that used by financial institutions, preventing unauthorized access to
sensitive player information.

Game Variety and Software Providers

Leading online casinos in the USA offer thousands of games, including slots, table games, poker,
and live dealer options. Titles from industry giants like Microgaming, NetEnt, and Playtech
enhance the gaming experience. Live dealer games bring real-time interaction with professional
croupiers, bridging the gap between land-based and online gaming. These games use high-
definition streaming technology for immersive play.

User-Friendly Interfaces

Top casinos design their platforms for seamless user experiences. Menus are structured logically,
allowing quick access to games, promotions, and account settings. Mobile gaming has surged in
popularity, with leading casinos offering dedicated apps and optimized websites. Players enjoy
uninterrupted gameplay on iOS and Android devices.

Promotions and Loyalty Programs

New players are attracted by generous welcome packages, including match deposit bonuses and
free spins. Some platforms offer up to $5,000 in bonus funds for first-time users. Frequent players
benefit from VIP programs, earning points for wagers. High rollers receive exclusive benefits like
cashback, personal account managers, and luxury gifts.

Payment Methods and Fast Withdrawals

Players prefer casinos that support credit cards, e-wallets, and cryptocurrency. Visa, Mastercard,
PayPal, and Bitcoin transactions enhance convenience. Top-tier platforms ensure speedy
withdrawals, processing transactions within 24-48 hours for most payment methods, reducing wait
times for winnings.

Responsible Gaming Features

Licensed casinos promote responsible gaming by offering self-exclusion tools and deposit limits.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/key-features-that-make-online-casinos-stand-out-in-the-usa/
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These features help players manage their gambling habits. Many casinos collaborate with
organizations like Gamblers Anonymous and the National Council on Problem Gambling,
providing resources for responsible gaming. The top US online casinos provide Customer support
through live chat, email, and phone, ensuring assistance is always available. To accommodate
diverse player bases, top platforms offer multilingual support, enhancing accessibility for
international users.

Trends Shaping the U.S. Online Casino Industry

Blockchain ensures transparency and fairness in online gaming, reducing fraud risks and increasing
trust among players. VR casinos offer immersive experiences, allowing players to interact with 3D
environments and other users in real-time. Before signing up, players should research casino
reputations through user reviews and industry watchdogs like eCOGRA. A diverse game library
and competitive promotions influence players’ choices, ensuring engaging and rewarding
experiences.

Conclusion

Online players looking for the best online casinos in the USA will find platforms that prioritize
safety, variety, and engaging features. From security and game variety to customer support and
responsible gaming tools, these elements define the leading online casinos in the U.S. market.
Whether seeking immersive live dealer experiences or lucrative promotions, choosing a well-
regulated platform ensures a premium gaming experience.

As the industry continues to evolve, innovations like blockchain integration and virtual reality
gaming are setting new standards for entertainment and security. These advancements contribute to
a more immersive and fair gaming environment, attracting more players to online platforms.
Additionally, the increasing focus on responsible gaming ensures that players can enjoy their
favorite games while maintaining control over their gambling habits.

The competition among online casinos is fierce, pushing operators to consistently improve their
offerings. From enhanced mobile compatibility to more rewarding VIP programs, players have a
wealth of options to choose from. By prioritizing reputable platforms with strong security
measures, excellent customer support, and a diverse game selection, players can make informed
decisions and enjoy a superior online gaming experience. Whether you are a casual player or a
high roller, the best U.S. online casinos cater to all preferences, delivering entertainment,
security, and rewarding opportunities.
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Laurie Kuntz: Three Poems
Laurie Kuntz · Monday, February 10th, 2025

Away From Her

 
I want to remember my mother when she was still herself,
not in a grip of sorrows and congestions.
As death sits at her table, I am away from her,
now, the last questions can never be answered
no going back to mother and daughter
only on to the dealings with death.

Cummings said, Dying is fine,

but my mother is hooked up to a life gone stagnant,
there is only the waiting, but once gone,
and out of the aching descent,
I will easily remember a woman,
holding in her palms the lines
of all her children’s futures.

As death eats at her table, I am away from her
picking huckleberries from trees rooted in my daily paths,
like a child I engage in pulling down the heavy berried limbs
carrying such sweetness, like a mother carries
the wishes and woes of her children.

When I should be near, I am far
picking huckleberries, their juices run
over my crescent fingertips and stain my skin —

stains that remain for days,
like the memory of my mother
when she was still herself.

*

Resting My Eyes

 
I would often find my mother splayed
on plastic slip covers in July
a wet rag over her crinkling brow.

As a child, I knew nothing
of what could ache a worried head.
I’d wake her for meals, for answers to questions:

Where are my sneakers,

https://www.culturaldaily.com/laurie-kuntz-three-poems/
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the key to the bike shed,
spare change for the Good Humor Man,
the ring of bells, a more welcomed sound
than my tired mother on a couch taking uneven breaths.

Why are you asleep? It is daytime,
one of the many wakening questions.
I am just resting my eyes, she would say,

and now I know what a woman’s eyes need rest from
tired chores, unflinching children
asking too many and so much,
bells that ring not with a sweet ending,
but a reminder of what else needs to be done.

Sometimes, all a woman wants
is to rest her wide and aching eyes
from the world that demands her constant gaze.

*

The Unveiling

 

The “unveiling” is a formal graveside ceremony marking one year of mourning.

We don’t have to wait a year,
just until the ground is not frozen.

What remains frozen are memories,
the stone a permanent engraved label
of who she was:

devoted wife, beloved mother,
proud grandma, great grandmother,
survived by many,

yet her raspy whisper
of my daughter
is gone.

We now face our own lives,
once put on hold
for her survival.

When we unveil the stone, what do we really unveil?

The dead have no need for words,
nothing etched in granite
will make a difference.
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As for the living,
we are as good as the last time we felt loved,
that is what we hold–not wanting to unveil
the lament we carry.

***

(Featured image from Pexels)
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How Assistive Listening Apps Are Changing Accessibility for
the Deaf Community
Our Friends · Monday, February 10th, 2025

Technology has made communication easier for everyone, but for the deaf and hard of hearing,
it’s been life-changing. The days of relying only on hearing aids or written notes are long
gone. 

Now, mobile apps are stepping in to bridge the gap. These apps do more than just amplify
sound—they turn speech into text, connect users to sign language interpreters, and even help
with phone calls. With so many options, it’s worth exploring how they’re making everyday life
more accessible.

Speech-to-Text Apps: Real-Time Conversations Without
Barriers

Talking to someone in a noisy place is tough for everyone, but it’s even harder for those with
hearing loss. Real-time transcription apps fix that problem. 

They listen to spoken words and turn them into text on a screen. This makes conversations
smoother, whether it’s a casual chat with a friend or an important work meeting.

Apps for hearing impaired like Nagish and Live Transcribe are great examples. Ava creates live
subtitles for group conversations, so users can keep up without asking people to repeat themselves. 

Live Transcribe, built by Google, does something similar but also lets users type back responses. It
even works offline, which helps in places with poor internet. These apps aren’t perfect, though.
Background noise and strong accents can sometimes lead to mistakes. 

But for most people, the accuracy is good enough to follow along. Many apps also learn over time,
getting better at understanding specific voices. For someone who struggles with lip reading or
prefers reading over listening, these tools are game changers.
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Amplification and Noise Reduction: Turning Phones into
Hearing Devices

Not everyone with hearing loss wants or needs hearing aids. Some just need a little help in certain
situations, like understanding a lecture or watching TV.  That’s where sound amplification apps
come in. They use a phone’s microphone to pick up sounds, boost the volume, and reduce
background noise.

Petralex and Sound Amplifier are two solid choices. Petralex works like a customizable hearing
aid, adjusting sounds based on individual needs. It can amplify quiet voices or make speech
clearer in noisy places. Sound Amplifier, another app from Google, does something similar by
filtering out unwanted sounds. These apps work best with headphones, so they’re great for one-
on-one conversations or watching TV. They’re not perfect replacements for hearing aids, but
they’re a cheaper and more flexible option. Some even allow users to fine-tune frequencies,
making it easier to hear high-pitched voices or specific tones.

Sign Language and Video Interpretation: Breaking Down
Language Barriers

Sign language is the primary way many deaf individuals communicate, but not everyone
understands it. This creates problems in everyday situations like doctor’s visits, job interviews,
or customer service calls. Video interpretation apps solve this by connecting users to live sign
language interpreters in seconds.

Rogervoice and Convo are two of the best options. Rogervoice is designed for phone calls. It
automatically transcribes what the other person says and lets the user type or sign back. Convo
takes it a step further, offering real-time video interpretation with human interpreters. This
makes it possible for deaf individuals to handle phone calls without needing a friend or family
member to help.

Some newer apps are even using AI to recognize sign language through a phone camera. This
technology is still developing, but it has huge potential. Imagine an app that could translate sign
language into text in real time, making it easier for deaf users to communicate with those who
don’t sign. While this isn’t fully reliable yet, it’s a glimpse into what the future holds.

Captioning for Calls and Video Meetings: Making Work and
Socializing Easier

Phone calls and video meetings are some of the biggest challenges for those with hearing loss.
Audio quality varies, people talk over each other, and there’s no way to lip-read. Captioning apps
help by transcribing conversations in real time, making calls and meetings more
accessible.CaptionCall and InnoCaption are two popular choices. CaptionCall provides real-
time captions for phone conversations, making it easier for users to follow along. 

InnoCaption does the same but adds AI and human-assisted captions for better accuracy. It works
with video calls too, so it’s useful for remote work and online classes.Some video conferencing
apps, like Zoom and Microsoft Teams, now have built-in live captioning. These aren’t always
perfect, but they’re improving

The best part is that they remove the stress of missing important details. Whether it’s a work

https://www.culturaldaily.com/building-tomorrows-apps-today-strategies-for-mobile-development/
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meeting, an online class, or a casual chat with friends, these tools make conversations
smoother.

Challenges and the Future of Assistive Listening Apps

Even with all these advancements, assistive listening apps still have room to grow. One big
challenge is accuracy. Speech-to-text apps can struggle with fast talkers, heavy accents, or
technical jargon. Sign language recognition is still in its early stages, and not all services are
available worldwide.

Another issue is privacy. Many of these apps rely on cloud processing, which means conversations
get stored temporarily on servers. Some users worry about sensitive information being recorded.
Companies are working on better security features, but it’s something to keep in mind when
choosing an app. Despite these challenges, the future looks promising. AI is improving at
recognizing speech and sign language, and developers are finding ways to reduce background
noise more effectively. 

Some companies are even experimenting with augmented reality (AR) to display live captions in a
user’s field of vision. Imagine wearing smart glasses that show subtitles in real time—this could
make communication even more seamless.

Final Thoughts

Apps for hearing impaired individuals are making a huge difference in accessibility.  Whether it’s
transcribing speech, amplifying sound, or connecting users to interpreters, these tools are
changing how people interact with the world.  They aren’t perfect, but they’re getting better
every day. As technology improves, expect even more innovative solutions that make
communication easier for everyone.

Photo by Christian Wiediger via Unsplash
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Buy Bitcoin Cash With a Credit Card: Fast and Safe BCH
Transactions
Our Friends · Monday, February 10th, 2025

Buying Bitcoin Cash (BCH) with a credit card offers a fast and secure way to enter the crypto
market. This guide explains the benefits, steps, and key considerations for using a credit card to
purchase BCH. Learn how to choose a reliable platform, manage fees, and ensure safe transactions.
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Why Buy Bitcoin Cash (BCH) With a Credit Card?

Purchasing BCH with a credit card offers several benefits. Transactions are processed instantly,
allowing buyers to receive their BCH within minutes. Credit cards provide easy access to
cryptocurrency without requiring a bank transfer, making the process more convenient. Security is
another key advantage, as credit cards come with fraud protection and encryption to safeguard
transactions.

Additionally, many exchanges worldwide, including Kyrrex, support credit card payments,
ensuring accessibility for users across different regions. This makes using a credit card a fast,
secure, and efficient way to buy Bitcoin Cash.

Choosing a Reliable Platform for BCH Purchases

Selecting a trustworthy exchange ensures a smooth and safe transaction. Key factors to consider
include:

Security – Look for platforms with two-factor authentication and encryption.

Regulatory Compliance – Choose licensed and regulated exchanges.

Transaction Fees – Compare charges to avoid excessive costs.

Customer Support – Ensure the platform offers reliable assistance.

Popular platforms for buying BCH with a credit card include Binance, Coinbase, and Kraken.

Step-by-Step Guide to Buying BCH With a Credit Card

Follow these steps to purchase BCH securely:

Choose a Trusted Exchange – Register on a reputable platform.1.

Complete Identity Verification – Submit ID for KYC compliance.2.

Select Payment Method – Add your credit card details.3.

Enter Purchase Amount – Specify how much BCH you want to buy.4.

Confirm and Pay – Review details and complete the transaction.5.

Receive BCH – Funds are transferred to your wallet instantly.6.

Most platforms provide a simple, user-friendly interface for quick transactions.

Fees and Limits When Using a Credit Card for BCH

Credit card purchases involve various fees and restrictions:

Exchange Fees – Typically range from 2% to 5%.

Credit Card Surcharges – Some issuers charge additional processing fees.

Transaction Limits – Daily and monthly purchase limits apply.

Currency Conversion Fees – Extra charges if buying in a different currency.

Check platform policies to understand the total cost before proceeding.

Buying Bitcoin Cash with a credit card is a fast and convenient way to enter the crypto market.
Choosing a secure platform, understanding fees, and following safety measures will help you

https://kyrrex.com/buy-bitcoincash-bch
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complete transactions smoothly. Store your BCH in a secure wallet to protect your investment and
enjoy hassle-free crypto trading.

Photo at top: Aleksi Räisä via Unsplash
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Which Foods Contain Probiotics?
Our Friends · Monday, February 10th, 2025

Probiotics are billions of tiny, invisible superheroes working tirelessly to keep your gut healthy and
your immune system in top-notch condition. Probiotics have many benefits, and the good news is
that they’re available in a wide range of foods. 

Probiotics play a crucial role in gut health and overall well-being. But why should they matter to
women in particular? This guide explores probiotics for women and their unique health and
wellness benefits.

What Are Probiotics?

Probiotics are live bacteria and yeasts that are good for your health, especially your digestive
system. These friendly microbes help maintain a healthy balance of gut bacteria, supporting
digestion and boosting your immune system. With various strains available, each with its own
benefits, probiotics truly are the superheroes of the microbial world.

Yogurt: Creamy Cultured Goodness

Yogurt is the classic probiotic superstar! This creamy delight is made by fermenting milk with
different bacteria strains, creating a rich source of beneficial probiotics like Lactobacillus and
Bifidobacterium. With a smooth texture and tangy flavor, yogurt is a delicious snack and promotes
gut health by enhancing digestion and supporting the immune system.

Kefir: The Versatile Fermented Drink

Kefir is another probiotic powerhouse, a fermented drink made from kefir grains and milk. Packed
with multiple strains of bacteria and yeast, kefir boasts a tangy taste and creamy consistency. This
bubbly beverage adds a refreshing twist to your day and provides essential probiotics that aid in
maintaining a healthy gut microbiome.

Sauerkraut: German Tangy Crunch
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Sauerkraut is a traditional German delight, a type of fermented cabbage that offers a crisp and
tangy flavor profile. Fermentation transforms cabbage into a probiotic-rich dish brimming with
Lactobacillus bacteria. A spoonful of sauerkraut supports gut health by fostering a diverse and
healthy gut flora.

Kimchi: Spicy Korean Fermentation

Hailing from Korea, kimchi is a spicy fermented cabbage dish that steals the show as a probiotic-
rich food. Bursting with flavors from garlic, ginger, and chili peppers, kimchi undergoes
fermentation, yielding a pungent and tangy condiment. With its potential to enhance digestion and
immune function, kimchi is a delicious and beneficial addition to your diet.

Miso: Umami Fermented Paste

A Japanese staple, miso is a fermented paste made from soybeans, salt, and a koji starter. This
probiotic-rich ingredient boasts a deep umami flavor and a velvety texture, making it a versatile
addition to soups, marinades, and dressings. Packed with probiotics such as Lactobacillus, miso
enhances the taste of dishes and contributes to a healthy gut environment.

Kombucha: Fizzy Fermented Tea

Kombucha, a fizzy fermented tea, has gained popularity for its refreshing taste and health benefits.
Made by fermenting sweetened tea with a symbiotic culture of bacteria and yeast (SCOBY),
kombucha offers a tangy, effervescent drink filled with probiotics. Sip on kombucha to enjoy a
bubbly treat that aids digestion, boosts energy, and provides a probiotic punch.

Apple Cider Vinegar: Tangy Gut-Boosting Elixir

Apple cider vinegar, a pantry favorite, isn’t just for salad dressings—it also serves as a probiotic-
rich elixir. Made by fermenting crushed apples, it contains acetic acid and other beneficial
compounds that support gut health. 

Incorporating a splash of apple cider vinegar into your meals can add a tangy flavor. It also
promotes optimal digestion and healthy gut flora.

Sourdough Bread: Fermented Bread Bliss

Sourdough bread undergoes a fermentation process that makes it a probiotic-rich choice.
Sourdough bread develops its distinct tangy flavor and airy texture by employing wild yeast and
beneficial bacteria during fermentation. 

Indulge in a slice of sourdough bread, relishing its unique flavor while reaping the benefits of a
probiotic-rich choice. This fermented delight offers a potential boost to digestion and supports a
healthy gut microbiome. By incorporating sourdough into your diet, you can enjoy its taste and the
nourishing impact it may have on your digestive health.

Embrace the Power of Probiotics!

From fermented favorites to vibrant fruits, vegetables, and even the convenience of probiotic
supplements, there are countless ways to introduce these beneficial bacteria into your diet. Whether
you’re looking to improve digestion, strengthen your immune system, or simply boost overall

https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/6-proven-health-benefits-of-apple-cider-vinegar
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health, probiotics offer a natural and delicious solution. 

When you explore the diverse range of foods containing probiotics, you’ll journey towards a
healthier gut and a happier, healthier you. It all starts with the next delicious bite. 
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