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Relocating your home or office is already a complex task, but transferring a collection of fine art
adds an entirely new layer of responsibility. Paintings, sculptures, framed prints, and delicate
photography are not standard household items; they are vulnerable investments that require
specialized handling. Knowing how to move art safely requires a clear understanding of materials,
climate conditions, and structural protection.

Whether you are relocating a single family portrait or transporting a gallery collection across the
country, careful preparation prevents irreversible damage. Dropped frames, cracked glass, torn
canvases, and temperature-related warping are all common risks during transit. In this guide, we
will break down the essential steps for packing artwork, constructing protective enclosures, and
ensuring your valuable pieces arrive at their destination intact.

How to Move Art Without Damaging Your Collection

Understanding how to move art begins with recognizing that art objects react differently to
movement, vibration, and atmospheric changes than standard furniture. Paint layers can micro-
fracture when exposed to sudden temperature shifts, and paper works can tear or absorb moisture if
not properly sealed.

Before wrapping a single frame, taking time to organize and assess your collection establishes a
foundation for safe transit.

Conduct a thorough inventory: Create a detailed log of every piece in your collection, noting its

dimensions, medium, current condition, and monetary or sentimental value.

Inspect for pre-existing damage: Take high-resolution photos of each artwork from multiple

angles to document its condition before it enters packing materials.

Separate delicate mediums: Group your collection by material types, keeping oil paintings,

acrylics, framed works under glass, and sculptures in distinct categories for tailored packaging.

Avoid touching surfaces directly: Wear clean cotton gloves when handling unframed canvases,

prints, or sculptures to prevent oil from your skin from smudging or staining the surface.

Learning moving art techniques helps minimize handling errors. Always lift framed pieces by their
outer wooden or metal borders rather than grabbing the hanging wire, which can snap under
sudden pressure.
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How to Pack Large Artwork for Moving Step by Step

Oversized canvases and large framed prints present unique mechanical challenges because of their
size and awkward weight distribution. Knowing how to pack large artwork for moving requires a
systematic approach that builds structural reinforcement from the inside out.

Standard cardboard boxes rarely fit oversized pieces, meaning you must create custom-fitted layers
to cushion the object against physical shocks during transport.

Apply a protective face barrier: Place a sheet of archival paper directly against the surface of the

canvas or glass before applying any plastic or foam cushions.

Protect the corners: Attach rigid plastic or corrugated cardboard corner guards to absorb impact if

the piece bumps against doorways or truck walls.

Build a cardboard sandwich: Place heavy double-walled cardboard sheets over both the front and

back of the frame, taping them securely together at the edges.

Use specialized picture cartons: Slide the reinforced piece into a heavy-duty telescoping art box,

filling all empty spaces with folded paper or foam pads to eliminate movement.

Mastering how to pack large artwork for moving keeps heavy canvases from flexing in transit. If a
large piece flexes or bends under its own weight, the paint layer can pop or crack off the canvas
stretched beneath it.

How to Wrap Art: Glassine, Bubble Wrap, and Cardboard

Knowing how to wrap art correctly requires using the right materials in the correct sequence.
Wrapping art directly in plastic wrap or standard bubble wrap is a common mistake; synthetic
materials can trap humidity or stick directly to oil paint surfaces, causing permanent surface
damage.

If you are coordinating a complex residential move alongside your collection, hiring a full-service
moving storage company can provide secure, climate-controlled environments for your items
until your new space is ready.

When learning to wrap art, you must apply materials in three distinct functional layers: surface
protection, cushioning, and exterior shielding.

Primary surface layer: Use glassine paper – a smooth, acid-free, grease-resistant paper – directly

against the art surface to prevent moisture accumulation and friction.

Cushioning layer: Wrap the glassine-covered piece in multiple layers of small-cell bubble wrap,

keeping the bubbles facing outward so they do not leave circular imprints on the frame or glass.

Corner and edge reinforcement: Wrap heavy-duty corner protectors over the bubble wrap to

distribute external pressure away from fragile frame joints.

Outer barrier layer: Seal the entire bundle in plastic stretch film to lock out moisture, dirt, and

ambient dust during handling.

Taking the extra time to wrap art properly ensures that environmental factors like rain, humidity,
and dust never come into direct contact with fragile paper or canvas surfaces.

Custom Crates for Valuable and Oversized Art

https://nextmoving.com/storage-units/
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While standard cardboard boxes work well for low-value prints, high-value oil paintings, antique
frames, and delicate sculptures require wooden custom crates. A well-built wooden crate acts as a
rigid outer shell that absorbs external impacts, prevents crushing, and shields the artwork from
sudden drops.

Constructing custom crates involves tailored wood carpentry lined with specialized shock-
absorbing foams.

Select exterior-grade plywood: Build the outer box using strong plywood panels reinforced with

exterior wooden battens to ensure high structural rigidity.

Line the interior with density-matched foam: Insert high-density polyethylene or polyurethane

foam panels along all inside walls to absorb road vibrations.

Create a snug interior cavity: Cut the internal foam liner to match the exact dimensions of the

wrapped piece so it cannot slide or shift inside the crate.

Incorporate thermal insulation: Add vapor barriers and foam insulation inside the wooden crate

to protect sensitivity-prone works from outdoor temperature extremes.

Investing in custom crates is the single best line of defense when moving art across long distances.
The rigid wooden structure ensures that heavy boxes stacked nearby in a moving truck cannot
crush your valuable collection.

Packing Artwork for International or Long-Distance Moves

Long-distance transit introduces prolonged exposure to climate fluctuations, engine vibration, road
shocks, and repeated loading cycles. Consequently, packing artwork for international or cross-
country transit demands higher safety margins than moving items across town.

When moving art across state lines or international borders, mechanical protection must be paired
with administrative preparation and regulatory compliance.

Choose climate-controlled transport: Ensure long-haul moving vehicles maintain constant

temperature and humidity levels to prevent wood frames from warping or paint from cracking.

Secure international customs documentation: Prepare export permits, museum releases, and

detailed commercial invoices to avoid delays at border crossings.

Include shock and tilt indicators: Attach specialized monitoring labels to the outside of crates that

permanently register if the container was dropped or tilted improperly.

Insure items for full restoration value: Obtain a dedicated fine art insurance rider that covers

transit risks rather than relying on standard carrier liability limits.

Thorough packing artwork procedures combined with proper transit insurance give collectors
complete peace of mind, ensuring that every painting, sculpture, and photograph reaches its
destination safely.

The process of moving art does not end when the moving truck arrives at your new property.
Unpacking requires the same patience and attention to detail as the initial packing phase to ensure
items transition smoothly into their new environment.

Allowing your collection to acclimate slowly prevents atmospheric shock and structural stress on
sensitive materials.
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Let crates acclimate inside: Leave sealed wooden crates and wrapped boxes inside the climate-

controlled destination room for 24 hours before opening them.

Unpack on a clean surface: Set up a padded work table cleared of tools, tape, and hardware

before opening outer cardboard or wood containers.

Inspect each piece carefully: Examine surfaces, glass, and frame joints against your initial

inventory photographs to verify that no damage occurred during transit.

Mount hardware into wall studs: Hang heavy framed pieces using heavy-duty wall anchors or

studs rather than standard drywall nails to prevent future falls.

By following these professional guidelines for packing artwork, utilizing durable custom crates,
and knowing how to wrap art correctly, you can safeguard your entire collection through every
phase of your move.
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