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How to Plan a Veterinary Fit Out for Better Care and Workflow
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A clinic visit can be stressful for pets and for the people who care for them. Barking dogs,
unfamiliar smells, and crowded hallways can raise tension before an exam even starts.

A thoughtful veterinary fit out can calm patients, reduce wasted steps, and build code compliance
into the space from the beginning.

This guide helps practice owners and clinic managers plan a new build or renovation, with U.S.
considerations and examples common in Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Virginia

Start With Patient and Team Flow

Before sketching walls, map avisit from arrival to discharge for both the pet owner and the team.

Good veterinary clinic design treats layout, lighting, acoustics, and technology as parts of the care
experience. The way a space feels, not only how it functions, shapes that experience, a point
explored in this reflection on interior spaces. Exam-room access, visibility, and communication
tools should support the way the team actually works.

For anxious cases, consider direct-to-room arrivals so a pet skips the busy lobby. Surfaces and air
quality also matter, since seams and soft finishes can trap allergens and pet dander that linger
between visits.

Zone Your Clinic on Day One

Onstage areas include public and patient-facing spaces such as reception, waiting, and exam
rooms. Offstage areas include staff, administration, storage, and support spaces.

Clear adjacencies cut steps between exam, treatment, surgery, imaging, and sterilization, so your
team walks less and moves patients faster.

Plan isolation placement carefully and confirm any negative pressure needs. Mechanical
requirements vary, so verify local code with your engineer.

Rooms That Lower Stress and Speed Exams

Reducing contact between species is one of the simplest ways to calm patients. A cat-only exam
room, or at least a cat-only waiting zone, cuts the sights and sounds that upset many feline patients.
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Compliance by Design

Building rules into the plan is cheaper than fixing them later. Treat this as a planning checklist,
then confirm details with your authority having jurisdiction, meaning the local office or official
that approves the project.

o ADA medical care guidance specifies a 32-inch minimum clear opening for accessible doorways
and a 60-inch turning space in exam rooms.

e Accessible car spaces are at least 96 inches wide with a 60-inch access aisle, and signs are
mounted at least 60 inches above the ground.

e The DEA requires controlled substances in Schedules Il through V to be stored in a securely
locked, substantially constructed cabinet.

¢ Virginia requires veterinary X-ray machines to be inspected every three years and advises
consulting amedical physicist for shielding design.

¢ NIOSH guidance advises exam rooms to supply 10 cfm per person of outdoor air plus 0.12 cfm
per square foot. Procedure and recovery areas use 10 cfm per person plus 0.18 cfm per sgquare
foot.

¢ OSHA references 15 air changes per hour, with 3 outdoor, in operating rooms and 6 air changes
per hour, with 2 outdoor, in recovery areasto dilute waste anesthetic gases.

Requirements vary by state and municipality. Use these figures as a starting framework, not as a
substitute for professional code review.
Materials, Acoustics, and Cleanability

Finishes carry a heavy load in a clinic. Nonporous, easy-to-clean surfaces and seamless flooring
help maintain hygiene and reduce places where moisture and debris can collect.

Specify flooring with coved bases and drains where appropriate. Coved bases remove the hard-to-
clean corner where the floor meets the wall.

Manage noise with insulated partitions, door seals, and acoustic panels. Quieter rooms lower stress
and make conversations with owners easier.

Sterilization flow deserves special attention. AAHA design guidance recommends a one-way
sterilization workflow that moves from dirty to clean without backtracking, which protects both
instruments and staff.

Budget, Timeline, and Partners

A turnkey veterinary fit out can include design, construction, compliance support, and project
management. Some providers estimate compact fitouts at roughly 6 to 10 weeks once approvals
and materials are in place, but local permitting and project complexity can change that timeline.

Whatever partner you choose, set expectations early. Confirm who handles permits, inspections,
submittals, equipment coordination, and compliance documentation before work begins.

A 10 Step Planning Checklist
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Set clear goals for care quality and workflow.

Map afull patient and staff visit from arrival to discharge.

Confirm occupancy classification with your authority having jurisdiction.
Pre-meet with a medical physicist about imaging and shielding.

Draft an onstage and offstage zoning diagram.

Size rooms for ADA clearances such as the 60-inch turning space.
Design a one-way sterilization flow from dirty to clean.

Specify ventilation targets for exam, procedure, and recovery areas.

Pick durable, nonporous, seamless finishes.

Line up final inspections and staff training before opening.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Do we need separate cat and dog entries?

Separate entries or waiting zones are not universally required, but they can reduce feline stress by
limiting contact between species. Even a small cat-only area can calm anxious patients and make
exams smoother.
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This entry was posted on Thursday, July 23rd, 2026 at 11:38 am and is filed under Check This Out
You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. You can leave a
response, or trackback from your own site.
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