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Vape devices may be small, but they contain components that should not go into household
rubbish. Most rechargeable vapes, pod kits, mods and disposable-style devices contain electrical
parts, lithium-ion batteries, plastic and metal. When thrown in a general waste or recycling bin,
damaged batteries can cause firesin bin lorries and waste facilities.

Under the UK’s Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) rules, vape devices are
treated as electrical waste. This means they should be collected separately from normal household
waste and sent through an appropriate recycling route. Batteries must also be handled separately
wherever possible.

The rules matter even more following the UK-wide restrictions on single-use vapes introduced in
2025. While reusable alternatives are now the focus for most adult vapers, rechargeable devices,
pods and batteries still eventually reach the end of their usable life. Knowing where each part
should go makes recycling safer and more effective.

This guide explains how to recycle vape devices and batteries under the WEEE framework in
2026, including what to do with rechargeable kits, removable batteries, pods, e-liquid bottles and
damaged devices.

Vape Recycling at a Glance
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Reghargeablevape No WE_EI_E re_cycllng_p0| nt or Trest as dlectrical waste
device participating retailer
I WEEE/dectrical recycling Do not try to remove a
Built-in battery vape No collection sealed battery
Removable 18650 or . . Tape battery terminals
similar battery No Battery recycling point before transport

Empty pods are not
aways accepted in
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Rinse and check local recycling  Remove remaining liquid
guidance where possible

Check local authority guidance or

Used pod or cartridge  Usually no retailer scheme

E-liquid bottle Sometimes
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Disposable or single-use No WEEE recycling point if you still Do not put it in abin,
vape have one even if empty

Damaged or swollen NoO Contact your council or recycling Handle carefully and
battery/device provider for advice avoid charging it

What Do the UK WEEE Rules Mean for Vape Devices?

WEEE stands for Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment. The UK WEEE Regulations are
designed to prevent electrical products from being sent to landfill or incineration when their
materials can be recovered or treated safely.

A vape device usually counts as electrical equipment because it contains a battery, circuitry,
wiring, a heating coil or a charging connection. This applies to rechargeable pod kits, vape pens,
box mods and many other devices. Even a product that looks simple can contain a lithium-ion
battery and electronic components.

In practice, this means you should not place an old vape in your household waste bin, food waste
bin or kerbside recycling box. Standard household recycling systems are not designed to safely sort
electrical devices or loose lithium batteries.

The safest option is to use a local household waste recycling centre, an electrical recycling
collection point, a battery recycling service for removable cells, or aretailer that offers a suitable
take-back scheme.

1. Recycle Rechargeable Vape Kits as Electrical Waste

Rechargeable vape kits, including pod systems, vape pens and mods, should be treated as small
electrical items once they are no longer usable.

If the device has a built-in battery, do not attempt to force it open to remove the battery. Many
compact vape devices are sealed, and opening them can puncture the battery or expose electrical
parts. Instead, take the whole device to a WEEE recycling point that accepts small electricals.

Many local authorities have recycling centres where residents can dispose of small electrical
appliances. Some supermarkets, electrical retailers and specialist recycling points also accept small
WEEE items, although accepted products vary by location.

Before recycling your vape, remove any pod, tank or bottle if you can do so safely. If thereis e-
liquid residue, keep it contained and avoid pouring large amounts down the sink.

Key Steps

o Switch off the device if it has an on/off function.

Remove detachable pods, tanks and batteries where safe.
Do not dismantle sealed devices.

Store the device somewhere dry until you can recycleit.
Take it to a WEEE collection point or participating retailer.

Why This Matters

Electrical recycling helps recover materials such as metal and plastic while ensuring batteries are
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dealt with using the correct processes. More importantly, it reduces the risk of battery-related fires
in household bins, collection vehicles and recycling facilities.

2. Remove and Recycle Replaceable Vape Batteries Separately

Some larger vape devices use removable lithium-ion batteries, commonly 18650, 20700 or 21700
cells. These batteries should never go in general waste or ordinary household recycling.

Instead, take them to a dedicated battery recycling point. You may find these at supermarkets,
hardware shops, electrical retailers, council recycling centres and specialist vape retailers. Not
every battery bin accepts lithium-ion vape cells, so it is sensible to check first.

Before transporting aloose battery, cover the terminals with non-conductive tape, such as electrical
tape. This helps prevent the battery terminals from touching metal objects or other batteries, which
could create a short circuit.

Key Steps

¢ Remove the battery only if your deviceis designed for removable cells.
Inspect it for tears, dents, corrosion or swelling.

Cover the positive and negative terminals with tape.

Keep batteriesin anon-metal container for transport.

Use a battery recycling point that accepts rechargeable lithium-ion batteries.

Why This Matters

Loose lithium-ion batteries can retain a significant charge even when they no longer power a vape
effectively. When crushed, punctured or short-circuited, they can overheat and ignite. Separate
battery recycling is the safest route and hel ps recover valuable materials.

3. Take Built-In Battery Vapes to a WEEE Collection Point

Many modern vape devices use integrated batteries that cannot be removed without dismantling
the product. These include compact pod kits and rechargeabl e disposable-style devices.

For these products, use a collection point that accepts small electricals or vape waste. Y our local
council website is usually the best place to check whether your nearest household waste recycling
centre accepts vape devices. Search for terms such as “small electrical recycling”, “WEEE
recycling” or “battery-powered devices’.

Do not put a built-in battery vape in a standard battery collection tube unless the collection point
specifically says it accepts complete vape devices. Battery-only schemes may not be equipped to
process the casing, circuit board and other components.

Key Steps

o Keep the device intact.

¢ Do not crush, pierce or bend it.

e Donat leaveit in direct sunlight or ahot car.

e Takeit to asmall eectricals or WEEE recycling point.

o Ask the site staff if you are unsure which container to use.
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Why This Matters

A complete vape with a built-in battery needs specialist separation. The recycler can safely remove
and process the battery while handling the electrical and plastic components through the
appropriate waste stream.

4. Dispose of Pods, Cartridges and Tanks Carefully

Pods and cartridges are not usually accepted in household recycling because they can contain amix
of plastic, metal, cotton and e-liquid residue. Whether they can be recycled depends on the product
design and the collection service available in your area.

Reusable tanks can often be cleaned and reused for a long time, reducing waste. When they
eventually crack, leak or become unusable, check with your local authority or specialist vape
recycling scheme to see whether they accept them.

For used pods, do not assume that “plastic” means kerbside recyclable. Small items can be missed
during sorting, and residue can contaminate other materials. If your usual vape retailer provides a
pod or vape return scheme, follow itsinstructions on what can be returned.

Key Steps

Use pods until they are empty and no longer suitable for use.

Keep used pods away from children and pets.

Do not put pods loose into mixed household recycling unless your council confirms this is
accepted.

Check for retailer-led take-back schemes.

Why This Matters

Pods are often made from mixed materials, making them harder to recycle through ordinary
collections. Using a purpose-built scheme, where available, gives the materials a better chance of
being processed correctly.

5. Recycle E-Liquid Bottles Only When They Are Empty and
Clean

Most e-liquid bottles are made from plastic, often with a separate cap and nozzle. Whether they can
go in your household recycling depends on the type of plastic and your local council’s collection

policy.

First, make sure the bottle is empty. Any leftover e-liquid should not be poured into drains, rivers
or outdoor areas. Nicotine-containing e-liquid is a chemical product and should be kept away from
children, pets and wildlife.

If your council accepts the bottle material, rinse the bottle where practical, separate components if
local guidance asks you to, and place it in the appropriate recycling container. If you are uncertain,
place it in general waste rather than contaminating a recycling load — but check whether a local
recycling centre can accept it first.
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Key Steps

e Use up the e-liquid where possible.

o Keep unwanted liquid in itsoriginal labelled bottle.

Check local guidance before rinsing or recycling.

Separate caps and nozzles only where required by your council.

Never leave e-liquid bottles loose where children or animals could access them.

Why This Matters

E-liquid packaging may be recyclable, but it needs to be empty and prepared according to local
authority guidance. The rules for plastic bottles vary between councils, so local instructions should
always take priority.

6. Do Not Bin Damaged, Leaking or Swollen Vape Batteries

A vape device that becomes unusually hot, swollen, damaged, corroded or leaky needs extra care.
Stop using and charging it immediately. Do not keep it in a pocket, bag or vehicle, and do not put it
in any household bin.

If possible, place the device somewhere non-flammable and away from combustible materials
while you arrange disposal. Avoid handling it more than necessary. Your local council’s waste
team, household recycling centre or a specialist battery recycler may be able to advise on the safest
disposal route.

Do not try to repair a swollen battery, puncture it, submerge it in water or put it in afreezer. These
are not safe disposal methods.

Key Steps

Stop using the device straight away.

Do not charge a damaged vape battery.

Keep it away from heat and flammable materials.

Contact your council or recycling centre for local instructions.
Tell staff that the item contains a damaged lithium-ion battery.

Why This Matters

Damaged lithium batteries carry a greater fire risk than intact cells. Giving the recycling provider
clear information helps them manage the item safely.

Buying a More Sustainable Vape Device

Recycling is important, but choosing a vape device that produces less waste can make a bigger
difference over time. Since the move away from single-use vapes, rechargeable pod kits and
refillable devices have become the practical option for many adult vapers.

A refillable pod kit generally creates less waste than repeatedly buying fully prefilled, throwaway
devices. Look for a device with replaceable pods or coils, USB-C charging and a battery capacity
that suits how often you vape. A well-maintained rechargeable device can last considerably longer
than a disposabl e product.

Cultural Daily -5/7- 14.10.2026



When buying a new device, it is also worth checking the retailer’s information on end-of-life
recycling, compatible replacement parts and battery safety. For a range of rechargeable vape
devices, refillable pod kits, e-liquids and accessories, adult customers can browse Washington
Vapes. Before placing an order, check product details carefully and choose a device that you can
maintain rather than replace unnecessarily.

What to Consider Before Recycling Your Vape

The first consideration is whether the vape has a removable battery. If it does, separate the battery
and take it to a suitable battery recycling point. If it does not, treat the entire unit as WEEE and use
asmall electrical recycling service.

It is also important not to rely on packaging labels alone. A crossed-out wheelie bin symbol means
the item should not be disposed of with unsorted household waste. However, it does not always
explain exactly where your local collection point isor which items it accepts.

Another common mistake is putting vape devices in kerbside recycling with cans, paper and plastic
bottles. This can damage sorting machinery and create a serious fire risk if the battery is crushed.
Never place avape in ablack bin, recycling wheelie bin or litter bin.

Finally, plan ahead. Keep a small, dry container at home for used batteries and end-of-life devices,
out of reach of children and away from metal objects. When the container is full, take the items to
an approved collection point rather than making repeated journeys for one battery at atime.

Frequently Asked Questions
Can | put avape in the bin?

No. Vape devices contain electrical parts and often lithium-ion batteries, so they should not go in
general waste, household recycling or public litter bins. Take them to a WEEE or small electrical
recycling point instead.

Can vape batteries be recycled?

Y es. Removable vape batteries can usually be recycled through a battery collection point that
accepts rechargeable lithium-ion batteries. Cover the terminals with tape before transport to reduce
therisk of short circuits.

Where can | recycle old vapes in the UK?

You can usually recycle old vapes at alocal household waste recycling centre, a small electrical
recycling point or a participating retailer. Check your local council website for the nearest
approved facility and confirm that it accepts vape devices.

Do | need to remove the battery from my vape before recycling it?

Only if the battery is designed to be removed safely. If the battery is built into the device, do not
try to open or dismantle the vape. Recycle the complete device as WEEE.

Can | recycle vape pods in household recycling?
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Usually not. Used pods can contain mixed materials and e-liquid residue, and they may be too
small for standard sorting systems. Check your council’ s guidance or ask a vape retailer whether it
offers a pod recycling scheme.

What should | do with a swollen vape battery?

Stop using or charging it immediately. Keep it away from heat and flammable items, do not
puncture it, and contact your local recycling centre or council for advice on handling damaged
lithium-ion batteries.

Photo: RETURN E-Waste via Pexels

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

This entry was posted on Wednesday, October 14th, 2026 at 10:44 am and is filed under Check This
Out

You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. You can leave a
response, or trackback from your own site.
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