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Moving in with a partner is an exciting step in any relationship, but it also comes with challenges.
Combining two lives under one roof means merging styles, organizing belongings, and making the
space feel like home for both individuals. Whether you’re moving into a new place together or one
person is joining the other’s existing home, refreshing the space beforehand can create a
welcoming and comfortable environment.

A home should be functional, organized, and visually appealing. Taking the time to make small
updates before the move ensures that both partners feel equally at home, reducing potential tension
and making the transition smoother. Simple improvements, such as updating windows for better
natural light, reorganizing storage, and enhancing shared spaces, can have a big impact.

From choosing neutral décor to improving energy efficiency, there are many ways to refresh a
home before cohabitation. One of the first things to consider is the home’s structure and efficiency,
starting with the windows. Properly installed and energy-efficient windows not only improve
comfort but also enhance the home’s overall aesthetic and function.

Upgrade Your Home’s Windows for Comfort and Efficiency

Windows plays a vital role in a home’s comfort, lighting, and energy efficiency. If windows are
outdated or poorly insulated, they can cause drafts, allow excessive outdoor noise, and lead to
higher energy bills. Before moving in together, it’s worth assessing whether the home’s windows
need an upgrade.

Replacing old windows can improve insulation, enhance natural light, and make the space more
comfortable. If your home windows are outdated or no longer effective, work with professional
window installers to upgrade to energy-efficient options that improve insulation and enhance curb
appeal. Modern windows come in various designs, allowing homeowners to choose styles that
complement the home while increasing functionality.

Energy-efficient windows help regulate indoor temperatures, making heating and cooling systems
work more efficiently. It means lower utility bills and a more comfortable living space throughout
the year. Additionally, new windows can reduce outside noise, which is particularly useful for
homes located in busy areas or near main roads.

Beyond energy efficiency, updating windows can also improve the home’s visual appeal. Clean,
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modern window frames create a fresh, polished look that makes the entire home feel newer and
more inviting. If you’re unsure whether replacing windows is necessary, consider checking for
drafts, condensation between panes, or difficulty in opening and closing them.

Redecorate with a Shared Style in Mind

One of the most important aspects of moving in together is ensuring that the home reflects both
partners’ styles. It’s common for couples to have different tastes in décor, furniture, and color
schemes. Rather than sticking with one person’s style, blending both preferences can make the
space feel equally shared.

Start by discussing what each person likes in terms of colors, furniture, and overall design. A
neutral color palette works well as a base since it complements different styles. From there, add
personalized touches such as artwork, decorative pillows, or accent furniture to bring character into
the space.

Another key step is deciding which items to keep, donate, or replace. Combining two households
often means having duplicates of furniture or appliances. Sorting through belongings together
allows both partners to contribute to the home’s look and functionality. Creating a cohesive style
ensures that the space doesn’t feel dominated by one person’s taste.

Maximize Storage and Organization

Bringing two people’s belongings into one home requires good organization to avoid clutter.
Maximizing storage ensures that everything has a designated place, making the home more
functional and tidier.

Consider using:

Built-in shelving for a clean and organized look.

Multipurpose furniture, such as ottomans with storage or beds with built-in drawers.

Closet organizers to make the most of wardrobe space.

Under-bed storage for seasonal clothes and other infrequently used items.

Decluttering before the move is just as important. Sorting through personal belongings and getting
rid of unnecessary items helps create a fresh start. This process prevents overcrowding and ensures
that the home feels spacious and well-organized.

Refresh Key Living Spaces for a Cozy Atmosphere

Living rooms and bedrooms are central to a home, so making them cozy and inviting is essential.
Simple updates can improve the ambiance and make shared spaces more enjoyable.

Some easy upgrades include:

Soft furnishings like throw blankets, rugs, and decorative pillows can be added to create warmth.

Updating lighting fixtures to improve ambiance. Warm lighting is great for relaxation, while

bright lighting works well in workspaces.

Rearranging furniture to optimize space and create a balanced layout.

Bringing in indoor plants to add freshness and a natural touch.

https://www.thisoldhouse.com/storage-organization/21018128/37-ways-to-add-storage-to-every-room
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Making small but thoughtful changes in these spaces enhances comfort and helps both partners feel
at home.

Update the Bathroom and Kitchen for Functionality

Bathrooms and kitchens are some of the most frequently used spaces in a home, so ensuring they
meet both partners’ needs is important. Making minor updates in these areas can significantly
improve functionality and convenience.

In the kitchen, adding extra storage solutions—such as pull-out cabinet organizers, hanging racks
for pots and pans, or an island with storage—can keep the space tidy. Replacing outdated cabinet
handles, adding a backsplash, or updating lighting fixtures are quick ways to refresh the space
without major renovations.

For bathrooms, small updates like installing additional shelving, replacing an old showerhead, or
updating the vanity can enhance usability. If counter space is limited, wall-mounted organizers or
over-the-door storage can help keep essentials organized.

A well-organized kitchen and bathroom make daily routines easier and create a more functional
home for both partners.

Create a Personalized Space Together

While functionality is important, adding personal touches makes the home feel like a shared space
rather than one person’s home with the other moving in. Decorating together allows both partners
to contribute to the space’s character.

Consider incorporating:

Photo frames or artwork that represent shared experiences.

A designated relaxation space with books, music, or hobbies both partners enjoy.

DIY projects like custom shelving or wall art to personalize the space.

Creating a home together strengthens the sense of shared ownership and makes the transition into
cohabitation smoother.

Refreshing your home before moving in with your partner ensures a smooth and enjoyable
transition. Making intentional updates, such as upgrading windows, blending design styles, and
optimizing storage, helps create a home that feels comfortable for both individuals.

Ensuring that key areas like the living room, bedroom, kitchen, and bathroom are functional and
inviting enhances daily routines and promotes harmony in the home. Simple touches like new
lighting, rearranged furniture and shared décor choices further personalize the space.

Taking the time to update and organize the home before moving in together not only makes the
transition smoother but also fosters a positive and comfortable living environment. Thoughtful
planning and collaboration help both partners feel equally at home, making shared living a truly
enjoyable experience.
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