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How to Throw a Winning Derby Betting Pool at Home
Our Friends · Wednesday, April 30th, 2025

Bring the Thrill of the Track to Your Living Room

The Kentucky Derby isn’t just a horse race—it’s a full-on experience filled with tradition,
excitement, and pageantry. And while betting plays a big part of that, you don’t need to be
trackside to feel the thrill. Hosting a Derby party at home? Add a DIY betting pool to the mix and
turn your living room into your own mini Churchill Downs.

Whether you’re a seasoned fan or a first-time host, setting up a betting pool is easier than you
think—and a guaranteed crowd-pleaser.

Why Set Up a Derby Pool?

While online sportsbooks are great for individual bettors, a home betting pool brings everyone into
the fun—even those who’ve never placed a wager before. It’s inclusive, easy to set up, and perfect
for groups of all sizes.

And because you can customize the format, you can make it as competitive or as casual as you
want.

Step 1: Print the Field

On the morning of the Derby, visit KentuckyDerby.com and print out the official list of horses,
post positions, jockeys, and odds. This gives guests something to reference during the party and
makes the experience feel more official.

If you want to go the extra mile, print out multiple copies, laminate them, or add photos of the silks
for each horse.

Step 2: Choose Your Format

There are several easy ways to run a pool:

Basic Drawing Pool

Each guest draws a horse at random from a bowl. Everyone chips in $5 or $10, and the winner
takes the pot. You can also award smaller prizes for second and third place.
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Win-Place-Show Game

Guests choose one horse to win, one to place (top 2), and one to show (top 3). Assign points (3 for
win, 2 for place, 1 for show). The highest score wins a prize.

Prop Bet Sheet

Create a Derby-themed prediction sheet with questions like:

Will the winning time be over or under 2:02?

Will the favorite win?

Will there be a photo finish?

Tally the results and reward the guest with the most correct answers.

Step 3: Pick Your Prizes

Cash is always fun—but so are creative alternatives like:

A bottle of Kentucky bourbon

A mini Derby trophy or ribbon

Gift cards

“Winner’s Circle” crown or sash

You can also have a “best dressed” or “most outrageous hat” category to keep things extra lively.

Step 4: Build the Buzz

Before post time, let everyone talk up their horses. Encourage bold predictions. You can even do a
“horse parade” where each guest announces their pick with a dramatic intro.

Print fun name cards for each horse and set them out near drinks or food stations. Little touches go
a long way in building atmosphere.

Step 5: Make It a Full Experience

A betting pool is fun—but it’s even better with Southern charm to match. Serve mint juleps or
bourbon mules, decorate with roses and racing silks, and play a playlist filled with bluegrass and
brass.

Don’t forget to announce “My Old Kentucky Home” before the race and have everyone toast
together before the gates open.

Final Thoughts: Bet on Fun

You don’t need deep knowledge of the odds or racing strategy to enjoy the Derby. Sometimes,
drawing a horse out of a hat and cheering it home with friends is all you need.

A home betting pool is the easiest way to add excitement, bring people together, and create lasting
memories on the first Saturday in May.
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So pick your pony, pass the juleps, and may the best horse win.

Photo: Vitaly Gariev via Pexels
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