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Cultural Daily
Independent Voices, New Perspectives

Flexible High School Programs That Promote Student Success
and Well-Being
Our Friends · Thursday, November 20th, 2025

High school students thrive when their learning environment adapts to their needs, goals, and
personal pace. A flexible program can offer room to grow academically and emotionally without
forcing every student into the same mould. This kind of approach supports learners who want
deeper engagement, those who require a fresh start, and anyone who benefits from expanded
options. Many communities have started exploring modern ways to arrange classes, schedules, and
support systems so that every student has a chance to progress with confidence. The following
sections describe several models and practices that can strengthen student success and well-being
by giving them space to learn with purpose.

Expanded Pathways Through Flexible Scheduling

Schedules function as the backbone of a student’s daily routine. When that structure becomes more
adaptable, young people gain opportunities to manage their workload with a sense of balance.
Some schools offer morning, afternoon and evening blocks so learners can select timeframes that
match their personal rhythms. A teenager juggling family duties, part-time work or health
challenges may perform far better once their schedule stops conflicting with their outside
commitments.

Expanded scheduling also supports students pursuing advanced coursework, arts programs or
career-based learning. Having access to classes at various points in the day lowers the pressure that
comes from trying to fit every subject into a crowded timetable. Flexible scheduling works
especially well in settings that promote self-direction, since learners can gradually build habits that
help them stay organised and productive. This structure gives students a chance to develop
accountability in a setting that respects their individual circumstances.

Credit Recovery Options That Support Steady Progress

Some learners struggle to keep pace, and a missed credit can create a heavy burden. Many districts
respond by opening dedicated programs that allow students to revisit material, strengthen
understanding, and move forward without feeling stuck. These programs come in different forms,
including credit recovery high schools, which offer room for students to regain momentum in a
supportive environment. Approaches vary, yet most rely on targeted instruction, smaller class
sizes, and personal guidance so learners can rebuild confidence.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/flexible-high-school-programs-that-promote-student-success-and-well-being/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/flexible-high-school-programs-that-promote-student-success-and-well-being/
https://svhs.co/credit-recovery-high-school/
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Credit recovery models work best when they avoid placing blame and instead focus on growth.
Students often take part in individualised plans tailored to the courses they need. Instead of
repeating an entire year, they concentrate on the subjects that require renewed attention. This style
of learning helps preserve motivation, since the path forward feels manageable rather than
overwhelming. Many programs allow flexible pacing, giving students time to revisit lessons until
they feel ready for the next step. Support teams often include counsellors and mentors who track
progress and check in regularly, creating an environment where students feel encouraged rather
than judged. When learners succeed in these settings, they often return to their primary school or
graduate directly from the credit recovery program with renewed confidence.

Blended Learning That Expands Access to Instruction

Blended learning combines online content with in-person support. Students can complete readings,
exercises, and quizzes through a digital platform, then attend sessions where teachers help them
apply concepts or address difficult topics. This blend gives learners more control over the pace of
their coursework. A student who grasps a topic quickly can advance, while another who needs
extra time can review materials without feeling pressured.

Digital platforms create room for interactive lessons, multimedia resources and instant feedback.
Teachers can monitor performance through online dashboards and spot areas where a student may
need extra attention. In-person time then becomes more focused, turning each meeting into a
chance to ask questions, discuss new ideas or collaborate with peers. Blended learning can bring
comfort to students who hesitate to speak up in traditional classes, as the online component
provides them with space to think before responding.

Families benefit as well, since online access allows students to complete work from home during
busy periods or health-related absences. Schools using this model often notice stronger
engagement because students gain a sense of autonomy. At the same time, the presence of regular
face-to-face support prevents learners from feeling isolated. This balance promotes steady growth
and a stronger connection between students and teachers.

Project-Based Learning That Strengthens Curiosity and
Confidence
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Photo: Taylor Flowe via unsplash.

Project-based learning invites students to work on extended assignments that mirror real-world
challenges. Instead of memorising information for a test, learners investigate questions, design
solutions, and present their findings. This approach encourages curiosity by giving students the
chance to explore topics that genuinely interest them. Projects vary by subject, yet they often share
common elements such as research, collaboration, creativity, and reflection.

Teachers guide students through each stage of the project. They offer resources, help refine
questions, and introduce strategies for organising information. Students gradually gain
independence as they navigate obstacles, revise their ideas, and present their work to others. The
presentation phase often becomes a highlight, since students take pride in sharing something they
shaped from start to finish.

Flexible high school programs provide students with the opportunity to succeed through adaptable
schedules, personalized plans, blended learning, project-based approaches, wellness resources, and
credit recovery models that reframe setbacks as growth opportunities. Young people benefit when
their environment recognizes their individual path, supporting them as they build confidence,
independence, and a sense of purpose that prepares them for the future.

Photo: Kenny Eliason via unsplash.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

Posted in Uncategorized, Check This Out | No Comments »

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/project-based-learning-equipping-learners-future-guide-cailey-oqxyf
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Natalie Marino: Three Poems
Natalie Marino · Thursday, November 20th, 2025

When the Roses Bloom Again[1]

 
For years what I remembered
was her sad heart,
how her cancer made the sky gray with sickness.

I couldn’t say how she was born
in a valley sweet with orange blossoms.

I couldn’t retell her survival stories,
how she turned herself into a border
on the shore of cold water.

My therapist tells me I need to write her
a last letter,

that the beginning of recovery
is singing in the pain.

Earlier today while sitting at a stop light
Claire de Lune was on my car radio.

I let myself cry
and thought about the sound of her laughter,
when she sat at her old piano after midnight

playing without sheet music
in a housedress covered in flowers.

____

[1] this is the title of a song written by William D. Cobb in 1901

*

Memory as Night Stranger

 
Sometimes when I can’t forget
what I don’t want to remember—
when my bedroom window is a silver hue—

when sleep is almost as far away as sky,
I can almost hear the high pitch of a lost child

and I remember that even though my mother
could not hear what I could hear,

https://www.culturaldaily.com/natalie-marino-three-poems/
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I would tell her early in the morning

that there was again that voice,
a plea for help, that again

it had come from just beyond the river
behind the backyard and she would again

tell her story of a black umbrella left outside
that the very young and drowsy
saw as an angry Jabberwocky.

She would say that sometimes
what looks like the darkest cloud in the growing night
is a flock of starlings about to take flight.

*

The Sky’s Vast Blue

 
A man and a woman
stand in front
of the ocean.

Their children run back
and forth
in the water.

The tide’s yin and yang.

A revelation—
I love you,
I don’t love you.

Eating scraps of bread,
a communion
of seagulls

forgives the man
and the woman.

Giving back seashells,
the children
forgive the shore.

***

(Featured image from Pexels)

https://www.pexels.com/photo/white-and-blue-cloudy-sky-695657/
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The New Pressures Shaping Today’s Plumbing Contractors
Our Friends · Thursday, November 20th, 2025

Plumbing has always been one of those trades people only think about when something goes
wrong, yet the pressures shaping the industry today are anything but behind the scenes. Contractors
are juggling homeowner expectations, shifting construction costs, and a steady drumbeat of tech
demands that used to belong only to larger firms. It is a space where reputation builds slowly but
can unravel the second a project stalls or a client feels left in the dark. The conversations around
skill, trust, and communication are changing fast, and contractors who read the moment well are
finding themselves ahead of the curve. Those who resist the shifts feel the pinch quickly. What
makes this moment different is that the push did not come from a single trend. It came from every
direction at once.

Rising Expectations In The Home Renovation Landscape

Homeowners bring a different level of awareness to renovation conversations these days. They
have spent years watching prices fluctuate, seeing supply chains tighten, and noticing how long
even simple upgrades can take. When someone hires a plumbing contractor now, they usually
arrive already tuned into the big picture. They want to know how the process will unfold, what
timelines look like, and why certain projects cost what they do. The sensitivity around budgets is
especially strong in bathroom work, where the cost of a bathroom remodel can swing wildly from
one home to the next. Contractors who approach these conversations with clarity and calm often
find that clients are not looking for perfection. They are looking for someone who can explain the
variables without overcomplicating the work. That shift toward steady communication has become
a business advantage rather than a nice extra.

Technology That Quietly Transforms Daily Operations

The pressure to move faster without cutting corners has nudged contractors toward tools that help
them stay organized, and the change has been surprisingly natural. Even smaller firms have seen
the benefit of streamlining operations with things like plumbing contractor software or similar
tools that remove the bottlenecks of scheduling, invoicing, and follow up. What used to live in a
stack of notebooks or a cluttered phone folder now lives in systems that actually talk to each other.
Homeowners notice the difference immediately because the workflow feels more consistent.
Contractors feel it too, especially when juggling multiple jobs across different parts of town.
Clearer timelines and fewer mix ups create a workday that feels more predictable. None of this
replaces the hands-on expertise that defines the trade, yet it frees more time to focus on it.

The Push Toward Transparent Cost Communication

One of the strongest pressures shaping the industry is the growing desire for detailed cost
explanations. Clients have always wanted honest pricing, but the tone of the conversation has
grown more open. Many homeowners are flattening their budgets across several projects, so they

https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/literature/poetry/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/natalie-marino-three-poems/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/the-new-pressures-shaping-todays-plumbing-contractors/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-much-does-a-5x8-bathroom-remodel-really-cost-in-roseville-ca/?output=pdf
https://buildops.com/industries/plumbing/
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want to understand why a line item looks the way it does. Plumbing contractors who walk clients
through material choices, labor windows, and potential hurdles often build trust before the first
wrench comes out of the toolbox. The transparency does not need to sound defensive or overly
technical. When handled with confidence, it becomes part of the client experience, not an awkward
moment to push past. Contractors who embrace this pressure find that better communication leads
to higher satisfaction and often repeat business.

A Renewed Focus On Quality Craftsmanship

Despite all the new tools and shifting expectations, the industry is still grounded in craftsmanship.
The pressure to move quickly sometimes collides with the patience required to do the job right,
and contractors feel that tension every day. Yet the demand for well executed plumbing work has
only increased. Homeowners are paying closer attention to finishes, durability, and overall
function. They want to understand why one method is chosen over another and how the work will
hold up over time. Contractors who lean into that curiosity find themselves shaping projects in
more collaborative ways. Quality always had its place, but the emphasis today has a sharper edge.
People want the confidence that comes with knowing the work behind their walls is not going to
surprise them later.

The Shift Toward Long Term Relationships

The final pressure point is that one contractor is often welcome. Homeowners who have a positive
experience tend to stay loyal, especially after seeing how chaotic the broader housing market has
been. They want a dependable contact who understands their home’s plumbing quirks, someone
who remembers the last repair and can give straight advice when an unexpected issue pops up.
That desire for continuity has created a more relational approach to the trade. Contractors who stay
reachable and responsive often find their pipelines filling through referral alone. The work
becomes steadier and less volatile because clients return again and again simply out of trust. It is a
quieter kind of pressure, but a powerful one.

Every shift in the plumbing world highlights the same truth, the contractors who balance
craftsmanship with communication are finding themselves on solid ground. The trade keeps
moving, and those who move with it tend to experience steadier business and stronger client
relationships. The pressures may be new, but the opportunity they create is real, and the contractors
who are willing to adapt are writing the next chapter of the industry.

Photo: pvproductions via Freepik.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
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Designing Communities That Last: The Future of Residential
Development
Our Friends · Thursday, November 20th, 2025

Introduction

Across the United States, the way people live and build is changing. Urban centers are growing
rapidly, while smaller cities are expanding outward to meet rising housing demands. Developers,
architects, and builders are facing a new challenge: how to create living spaces that not only meet
immediate needs but also stand the test of time.

Modern residential projects are no longer defined by how many units they hold or how quickly
they can be completed. Instead, success now depends on how well they serve the people who live
in them. The future of residential development lies in creating communities that foster connection,
sustainability, and long-term comfort.

As cities evolve, thoughtful design and quality construction are becoming the foundation for
livable neighborhoods. The focus is shifting toward smart growth strategies, energy-efficient
materials, and community-oriented layouts that enhance the quality of life for residents of all ages.

The Shift Toward Smarter, Sustainable Living Spaces

The demand for sustainable construction is no longer a niche trend; it has become a defining
feature of modern development. As climate awareness grows, residents expect their homes to be
energy-efficient, environmentally responsible, and equipped with technology that simplifies
everyday living.

Builders and developers are responding by designing spaces that reflect these priorities. The
emphasis is on reducing environmental impact while maintaining comfort and style.

Key priorities in today’s residential projects include:

Green building materials: Using renewable or recycled materials that improve durability and

lower emissions.

Energy efficiency: Installing smart thermostats, efficient lighting, and high-performance

insulation systems.

Technology integration: Equipping homes with smart security systems and automated energy

controls.

Mixed-use communities: Combining residential, retail, and recreational areas to reduce

commuting needs.

Walkability and connectivity: Designing layouts that encourage walking, biking, and public

transit use.

Sustainability is more than a marketing point it’s a responsibility. Developers who embrace this
approach are shaping communities that promote better living while protecting the environment for
future generations.

The Growing Importance of Quality Construction in Urban

https://www.culturaldaily.com/designing-communities-that-last-the-future-of-residential-development/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/designing-communities-that-last-the-future-of-residential-development/
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Areas

Urban growth places new demands on the construction industry. As cities become denser, quality
craftsmanship becomes even more critical. Buildings must withstand environmental stress,
accommodate more residents, and maintain aesthetic value over time.

Poorly executed construction can lead to maintenance issues, safety risks, and financial strain for
property owners. In contrast, high-quality construction enhances a property’s reputation, extends
its lifespan, and creates a more comfortable environment for occupants.

Attention to detail in materials, structural integrity, and design precision ensures that developments
remain valuable assets within their communities. For builders, prioritizing quality is not just about
meeting codes it’s about setting a standard that strengthens the reputation of the entire industry.

Building for People, Not Just Structures

The most successful developments are those that prioritize people over blueprints. While structural
soundness is essential, the human experience within those walls ultimately determines the success
of a project.

Modern residential design focuses on creating spaces that promote social interaction, well-being,
and flexibility. Whether it is a shared courtyard, rooftop garden, or community lounge, thoughtful
features encourage residents to connect and engage with one another.

Elements that define people-centered design:

Comfort and functionality: Interiors should be intuitive and adaptable, offering both private1.

and communal spaces.

Accessibility: Designs that accommodate all ages and abilities make communities more2.

inclusive.

Aesthetic appeal: Harmonious architecture and landscaping enhance emotional connection and3.

pride of ownership.

Outdoor integration: Natural light, greenery, and fresh air play a vital role in physical and4.

mental wellness.

By blending architecture with human needs, developers create communities that feel alive, places
where people don’t just live but thrive.

Collaboration Between Developers, Architects, and Builders

Successful developments are built through collaboration, not competition. Each stakeholder brings
a unique perspective that contributes to the final product. Developers provide the vision, architects
shape that vision into design, and builders turn it into reality.

When these roles work together seamlessly, the result is greater efficiency, fewer delays, and
higher quality outcomes. Transparent communication, modern project management tools, and
shared accountability are key to success.

Digital collaboration platforms, virtual modeling, and cloud-based scheduling systems now allow
teams to coordinate more effectively than ever before. This integration of technology into
teamwork helps prevent costly errors and keeps projects moving on time and on budget.
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Why Multifamily Projects Play a Central Role in Modern
Housing

The rising cost of living and the demand for flexible housing options have made multifamily
projects a cornerstone of modern development. These communities provide practical solutions for
individuals, families, and professionals seeking accessibility and affordability in growing cities.

Multifamily developments also contribute to sustainable growth by maximizing land use and
reducing infrastructure strain. They offer shared amenities, energy-efficient systems, and
community environments that promote both independence and connection.

Companies that specialize in multifamily construction understand that these projects require a
careful balance between architectural innovation, durability, and cost-efficiency. The focus is on
creating living spaces that meet diverse needs while maintaining structural integrity and visual
appeal.

Well-executed projects benefit entire neighborhoods by supporting local economies, increasing
property values, and offering a more sustainable model for urban housing.

Innovation and Technology in Residential Development

Technology continues to redefine what’s possible in residential construction. From 3D modeling
and virtual design tools to prefabrication and smart monitoring systems, innovation is helping
projects move faster and perform better.

Some of the most impactful technologies include:

Building Information Modeling (BIM): Allows for accurate project visualization and

coordination among all parties.

Modular and prefabricated construction: Speeds up timelines while maintaining quality and

reducing waste.

Sustainable material innovation: Advances in concrete alternatives, solar roofing, and water

recycling systems improve efficiency.

Smart home infrastructure: Integrates safety, energy management, and comfort systems

controlled by residents.

These advancements are more than conveniences, they represent a new era of precision and
accountability in building. They help reduce costs, prevent errors, and deliver results that align
with modern expectations for efficiency and sustainability.

Conclusion

Residential development is evolving to meet the needs of a changing world. The future belongs to
communities that combine thoughtful design, reliable construction, and a commitment to
sustainability. Each new project offers the opportunity to redefine how people live, work, and
connect.

The most successful developments will be those that prioritize collaboration, innovation, and
human experience. Builders and developers who invest in quality today are shaping cities that will
thrive tomorrow.

https://eliteconstructionusa.com/multifamily-construction/
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When design and purpose align, construction becomes more than the process of creating buildings;
it becomes the foundation for vibrant, resilient communities built to last.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

Posted in Check This Out | No Comments »

Emotional Negotiations
Ann Haskins · Thursday, November 20th, 2025

Vets and dancing gymnasts conquer obstacles in Lincoln Heights; rabbits and red queens in
Northridge; 20th anniversary brings new contemporary dance in LA Arts District; Taiko master
feted in Little Tokyo; contemporary choreography in Santa Monica, Long Beach, and Downtown
LA; story ballets in Thousand Oaks and Santa Barbara; more SoCal dance this week, plus a peek at
next week.

Live This Week

Thank you for your service

This week ends Diavolo and its Veterans Project’s performances of Escape. Vets and
dancer/gymnasts move inside, outside, over and through the often outsized architectural structures
that are signature elements of Jacques Heim’s choreography, this time up close and personal in the
intimate studio setting. Proceeds support ongoing military and educational programs. L’Espace
Diavolo Studios, 616 Moulton Ave., Lincoln Heights; Fri.-Sat., Nov. 21-22, 8 pm, Sun., Nov. 23, 6
pm,  $51.74-$93.14. Diavolo – Escape.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/check-this-out/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/designing-communities-that-last-the-future-of-residential-development/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/emotional-negotiations/
https://www.diavolo.org/escape
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Diavolo Veterans Project. Photo by George Simian

Ways to tell the tale

Jillian Meyers has credentials as assistant and co-choreographer as well as an Emmy in her own
right. Now LA Contemporary Dance Company brings Meyer’s Story (Un)Structured to the
stage. This world premiere blends movement, text, and story-telling, signature elements as LACDC
marks two decades since its founding by Kate Hutter and Michelle Jolly. LA Dance Project, 2245
E. Washington Blvd., Downtown Arts District; Fri.,-Sat., Nov. 21-22, 7:30 pm, Sun., Nov. 23, 2 &
6 pm, $20-$60. LA Contemporary Dance Company.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Diavolovets2021.jpg
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35353/production/1252546
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LA Contemporary Dance Company. Photo courtesy of the artists

Shared stage

In this shared concert, Maya Billig and Camila Arana tackle the lovely and ugly sides of love,
intimacy, and power. Billig’s Not My Queen pivots between witch trials and a 1980’s pageant with
help from dancers Marcella Thile, Quinn Wynacht, and Maia Driz-Diaz. Arana examines the
porous border between love and hate. Arana is joined by dancers Santiago Villarreal and Donny
Collinson. Highways Performance Space, 1651 18th St., Santa Monica; Fri.-Sat., Nov. 21-22, 8
pm, $25.63. Maya Billig & Camila Arana.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/lacdc2024jpg-e1729621472299.jpg
https://www.highwaysperformance.org/events/maya-billig-camila-arana-2025-11-21-20-00
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Momix’ “Alice.” Photo courtesy of the artists

Another side of the looking glass

The imaginative, gymnastic, contemporary dance company MOMIX returns with Alice, its
theatrical retelling of Alice in Wonderland. While the larger than life-size set grabs the eye, the
accomplished dancers of this ever-touring contemporary company should not be overlooked.
Soraya, Cal State University Northridge, 18111 Nordhoff St., Northridge; Sat., Nov. 22, 3 pm,
$46-$94. Momix – Alice.

Triptych of the new, week 3

This year’s REDCAT New Original Works (NOW) Festival wraps up with three distinctive artists
bringing their newest. Lu Coy draws on movement to consider Tecciztecatl—a gender-expansive
Mexican moon deity. Jeremy de’jon guyton offers “autofiction” of his family’s move west. Luna
Izpisua Rodriguez presents a theatrical prism examining home and land ownership and
dispossession. Saturday’s show has a streaming option. Details at the website. Disney Hall,
REDCAT, 631 W. 2nd St., Downtown LA; Thurs.-Sat., Nov. 20-22, 8 pm, $25. REDCAT NOW.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/momixAlice.jpg
https://thesoraya.org/whats-on/en/momix-alice/
https://www.redcat.org/events/2025/now/week2


15

Cultural Daily - 15 / 26 - 21.11.2025

jeremy de’jon guyton. Photo courtesy of the artist

Drum decades

The joyful, energized experience of Taiko or Japanese drumming happens in the context of highly
choreographed movement that surrounds the percussive performance. LA-born taiko master
Kenny Endo is revered in Japan for his mastery of taiko (the first non-Japanese awarded the
presitious ‘natori’ title) and for his boundary crossing mix of tradition with jazz, funk, Afro-Cuban,
Hawaiian, and other Asian influences. Celebrating his 50 Years of Taiko, Endo performs on taiko
set, tsuzumi, and odaikois, joined by Chizuko Endo on percussion, Jay Lai on keyboard and
ukulele, Abe Lagrimas on percussion and ukulele, with special guest arranger Dave Iwataki on
keyboard. Aratani Theatre, 244 San Pedro St., Little Tokyo; Sat., Nov. 22, 7:30 pm, $35-$55 (plus
$3.50 – $5.50 fee). Kenny Endo.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/jeremydejonguyton-guytonsilo-e1762805041233.jpg
https://my.jaccc.org/fy26-performing-arts/251122-kenny-endo-50-years-of-taiko
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Kenny Endo. Photo courtesy of the artist

It’s a snap

Under the banner New Works, Synapse Contemporary Dance Theater spotlights Santa Monica
College faculty choreographers who cover the dance spectrum from postmodern to jazz, hip hop to
contemporary ballet and dance theater. The dancemakers include Seda Aybay, Angela Jordan,
Sophie Monat, Mark Tomasic, and Vanessa Van Wormer, guest artist Vanessa Hernández Cruz,
and student choreographers Sonny James Lira, Lessly “Mar” Marroquin, and Oxana Safronova.
The Broad Stage, 1310 11th St., Santa Monica; Sat.-Sun., Nov. 22-23, 7:30 pm, $21. Synapse
Contemporary Dance theater.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/kennyendo.jpg
https://www.smc.edu/calendar/tickets.php
https://www.smc.edu/calendar/tickets.php
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Vanessa Hernández Cruz. Photo by Angel Origgi

These also “do”

Choreography from Cal State University Long Beach faculty members is danced by students in
CSULB Dance in Concert. Works by Rebecca Bryant, Lorin Johnson, Rebecca Lemme, Andrew
Vaca, Tsiambwom M. Akuchu & Danzel Thompson-Stout are featured plus guest Tashara Gavin-
Moorehead. Cal State University Long Beach, Martha B. Knoebel Dance Theater, 6200 E.
Atherton St., Long Beach; Thurs.-Fri., Nov. 20-21, 8 pm, Sat., Nov. 22, 2 & 8 pm, $30, $20
students. CSULB Dance in Concert.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/vanessahernandezcruz-angeloriggi-e1730231461627.jpg
https://www.tix.com/ticket-sales/carpenterarts/6773
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Lemme1-e1478772262242.jpg


18

Cultural Daily - 18 / 26 - 21.11.2025

CSULB Dance in Concert Photo courtesy of Rebecca Lemme

Listen to the drum

Live dance and drumming are part of drumming bodies dancing. The evening also includes a
screening of Susanna Knittel’s documentary on Senegal’s Sabar dance and drum culture, a Q&A
with the director, and live Sabar dance with Erin Desmond, master drummer Dethie Sarr Diouf,
and sons Hkadine and Youssouf Diouf. Electric Lodge, 1416 Electric Ave., Venice; Sat., Nov. 22,
7:30 pm, $15 suggested donation. drumming bodies dancing.

A birthday gone amiss

A full-length Sleeping Beauty populated with dancers from Ukraine and other Eastern European
countries, stops off on a national tour produced by Classical Arts Entertainment. Scherr Forum
Theatre, Bank of America Performing Arts Center, 2100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks;
Tue., Nov. 25, $59-$105. Ticketmaster.

Classical Arts Entertainment. Photo courtesy of the artists

Gilded glitz

The jazz age of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby goes on pointe in this version by the touring
company World Ballet Company. Granada Theatre, 1214 State St., Santa Barbara; Sun., Nov. 23,
6 pm, $54-$129. Tickets.

A Peek at Next Week: (November 28 to December 4)

Heidi Duckler Dance — MAP LIVE! at Bendix Building, 106 Maple Dr., 11th Floor, Downtown
Arts District; Wed., Dec. 3, 7 pm, $15. Heidi Duckler Dance.

Grandeza Mexicana Folk Ballet Company — Diciembre Mexicano at Luckman Fine Arts, 5151
State University Dr., East LA; Sat., Nov. 29, 8 pm, $30-$68. Ticketmaster.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-of-freedom-drumming-bodies-dancing-tickets-1971529371422
https://www.ticketmaster.com/event/0B0063670256A711
https://www.ticketmaster.com/event/0B0063670256A711
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/worldsleeping-e1763333729494.webp
https://ticketing.granadasb.org/20771/20772
https://heididuckler.app.neoncrm.com/nx/portal/neonevents/events?path=%2Fportal%2Fevents%2F28810
https://www.ticketmaster.com/grandeza-mexicana-los-angeles-california-11-29-2025/event/0B00632BA35C1764
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Grandeza Mexicana Folk Ballet Company. Photo courtesy of the artists

USC Kaufman School of Dance — Fall 2025 BFA Showcase at USC, Kaufman School of Dance,
3400 Watt Way, University Park; Thurs., Dec. 4, 7:30 pm, Fri., Dec. 5, 2 & 7:30 pm, Sat., Dec. 6,
2 pm, free w/reservation Eventbrite.

Coming soon: The Annual Nutcracker Round Up!

Posted in Theatre, Music, Dance, Performing | No Comments »

What Does Medical Cannabis Access Look Like Now
Our Friends · Wednesday, November 19th, 2025

We’ve come a long way since 1996, when California became the first US state to legalize medical
cannabis. Nowadays, most US states allow citizens to consume cannabis for medical purposes, and
around half allow recreational consumption as well.

According to recent data, there are over 4.1 million enrolled patients in medical cannabis programs
across the country. Still, this doesn’t tell us much about how easy it is to find and access medical
professionals who feel comfortable recommending it.

We did the research, and here’s what you need to know about medical cannabis access in the US
today.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/grandeza2023-e1696945026934.jpeg
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-2025-bfa-showcase-tickets-1962550252636
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/theatre/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/music/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/dance/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/emotional-negotiations/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/what-does-medical-cannabis-access-look-like-now/
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More States are Joining In 

As of 2024, 38 states, plus D.C. and three territories, allow for cannabis to be used for medical
purposes through comprehensive programs, and 47 states allow the use of medical cannabis in
general.

New programs launched quite recently (like the one in Kentucky) and major upgrades in states like
Texas (expanding qualifying conditions and dosage limits) continue to broaden the legal patient
base.

States are continually adding conditions, with chronic pain, TBI, Crohn’s disease, and
terminal/hospice care being increasingly included, opening up the program to more patients. Also,
recent discoveries show cannabis may be useful for hormone health as well, so the list of
conditions is bound to expand. 

Telehealth was a Game-Changer

Nowadays, you can get your medical cannabis evaluation over telehealth in many states. Patients
can obtain or renew their medical cannabis card certification entirely online via a HIPAA-
compliant platform like marijuanadoctors.com.

Here, you can schedule a remote appointment with a licensed doctor, verify qualifying conditions,
and identify dispensaries near your location. Overall, telehealth made this process a lot smoother
than it used to be.

Plus, it solved the access problem for rural patients and those in small towns. Medical cannabis
clinics and certifying physicians often cluster in major metropolitan areas, which meant little to no
options for those who didn’t live nearby.

Medical Dispensaries are Everywhere

Finding a medical cannabis dispensary in the US is generally quite easy, especially if you live in
one of the states with a comprehensive medical cannabis program. 

There are nearly 15,000 cannabis dispensaries operating across the United States, and recent data
indicates that the most Americans now live in a county with at least one cannabis dispensary.

But you’re quite lucky if you live in states on the West Coast, the Northeast, plus Michigan,
Oklahoma, and Colorado.

It’s important to know that, in states that are medical-only, you must first register and obtain a
valid medical cannabis patient card (or equivalent documentation) before you can legally purchase
products from a licensed medical dispensary.

Medical vs. Recreational Cannabis

While there are states that legalize both medical and adult-use cannabis, the medical type is more
common and easily accessible.

Some states reserve higher potency products (especially concentrates/edibles with higher THC
content) exclusively for medical patients. Also, medical dispensaries often carry a wider variety of

https://www.cdc.gov/cannabis/about/state-medical-cannabis-laws.html
https://www.culturaldaily.com/balancing-the-body-and-mind-how-cannabis-shapes-conversations-around-hormone-health/
https://www.marijuanadoctors.com/
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specialized products with specific cannabinoid ratios (like high-CBD/low-THC formulas) geared
toward therapeutic use.

Then there’s the quality issue. Medical cannabis programs are generally required to adhere to
stricter testing standards for contaminants, pesticides, and potency consistency than recreational
products, ensuring a medical-grade standard for patients.

Finally, there’s the tax differential. Recreational cannabis is typically subject to significantly higher
excise, sales, and local taxes than medical cannabis, leading to substantial cost savings for
registered patients.

While the price of legal cannabis has generally dropped in many markets, medical patients often
benefit from lower overall retail prices and/or loyalty programs not available to recreational
consumers.

In Summary

While there’s still more work to do on both the law and access front, medical cannabis is a lot more
accessible nowadays. Science is also keeping pace, looking into additional health benefits that have
not yet been discovered or acknowledged. Overall, the future is pretty bright on this front.

Photo: Budding via their website unsplash.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

Posted in Check This Out | No Comments »

How AI Testing Reflects the Way People Use Technology
Today
Our Friends · Wednesday, November 19th, 2025

In today’s rapidly evolving digital landscape, the way people interact with technology has
fundamentally changed. Users now expect seamless experiences across multiple devices,
demanding speed, efficiency, and intuitive interfaces. This shift has significant implications for
software testing. Traditional methods often fall short in replicating the complexity of real-world
user behavior. Enter AI agents for testing, advanced tools capable of simulating authentic human
interactions, such as tapping, scrolling, typing, and multitasking, to deliver more accurate and
insightful testing outcomes.

The Modern User Experience: Fast, Mobile-First, and Visual

Understanding contemporary user behavior is essential for effective software testing. Mobile-first

https://unsplash.com/es/fotos/persona-sosteniendo-pinzas-grises-y-kush-h3PWUqxpP_0
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/check-this-out/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/what-does-medical-cannabis-access-look-like-now/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-ai-testing-reflects-the-way-people-use-technology-today/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-ai-testing-reflects-the-way-people-use-technology-today/
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usage dominates daily interactions, with users accessing services through smartphones and tablets
rather than desktops. Users expect immediate results, effortless navigation, and visually compelling
interfaces. They anticipate software that adapts seamlessly, predicts their needs, and responds
without friction.

Traditional testing approaches, manual testing, or scripted automation struggle to capture this level
of complexity. While they can verify functional correctness, they rarely replicate the dynamic,
multi-device interactions that define modern user behavior.

AI Agents: Simulating Real Human Interactions

AI-driven testing tools now bridge this gap. AI agents for testing replicate human behavior with
remarkable precision, performing tasks such as swiping through an app, entering data, or
interacting with multiple features simultaneously. Unlike conventional scripts, these agents adapt
in real time, learning from changes in the software environment and uncovering usability issues
that traditional testing would likely miss. For a deeper look at how AI-driven testing works in real-
world scenarios, check out this detailed guide on AI agents in software testing.

Aligning Testing with Mobile-First Behavior

The mobile-first mindset has fundamentally reshaped expectations for software performance. AI
agents can evaluate mobile interactions, ensuring that user experiences remain consistent across
devices and screen sizes. From detecting touch sensitivity issues to identifying layout
inconsistencies, AI-driven testing provides critical insights that enhance user engagement and
minimize frustration.

Incorporating these insights early in development ensures that applications are optimized for real-
world usage patterns, not just functional benchmarks.

Evaluating Performance in Real-Time Interactions

Modern users prioritize speed and responsiveness. AI agents assess not only whether software
functions correctly but also how it performs under realistic conditions. They simulate rapid inputs,
multitasking behavior, and frequent context switching, providing developers with data on potential
bottlenecks and performance limitations.

This approach allows organizations to optimize responsiveness, reduce latency, and deliver
smoother, more satisfying experiences. By reflecting the natural rhythms of user interactions, AI-
driven testing ensures software is both reliable and user-centric.

Enhancing Visual and Experiential Testing

Beyond functional testing, AI agents can evaluate visual consistency and user experience across
multiple devices. They identify layout discrepancies, misaligned elements, or interface anomalies,
ensuring that the software not only works but also looks and feels as intended.

As often highlighted in discussions about AI’s societal impact, AI is not just a technical tool, it
actively shapes the experiences we have every day. In the same way, AI-driven testing ensures that
applications align with user expectations by delivering smooth, reliable, and visually coherent
digital experiences.

https://testrigor.com/ai-agents-in-software-testing/
https://www.ibm.com/think/topics/artificial-intelligence
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Learning from User Behavior and Culture

The strength of AI in testing lies in its ability to learn from actual user behavior. By analyzing
patterns such as navigation paths, feature usage, and interaction frequency, AI agents can
continuously refine their testing strategies. This approach ensures that software development
remains user-centric, reflecting genuine usage patterns rather than hypothetical scenarios.

It’s often emphasized that AI holds transformative potential in technology, especially in the way
intelligent systems continuously adapt to human behavior. In software testing, this same
adaptability leads to more accurate, context-aware, and insightful quality assurance processes.

The Future of AI-Driven Testing

AI-powered testing is poised to evolve further with advances in machine learning and predictive
analytics. Future AI agents will anticipate user behavior, identify potential issues before they
occur, and provide actionable insights to developers in real time. Organizations that adopt these
technologies will be better positioned to deliver seamless, human-centric digital experiences,
reducing development cycles and enhancing user satisfaction.

For a deeper understanding of AI’s role in modern testing and its wider impact on society, you can
explore various in-depth analyses and discussions that cover these evolving developments.

Conclusion

AI testing is no longer a futuristic concept; it is a reflection of how users engage with technology
today. By leveraging AI agents for testing, organizations can simulate authentic human behavior,
optimize for mobile-first usage, ensure rapid interactions, and validate visual and experiential
quality. The result is software that not only functions flawlessly but also resonates with modern
user expectations.

Ultimately, AI-driven testing bridges the gap between human behavior and software performance,
enabling developers to create experiences that are as dynamic, intuitive, and fast-paced as the users
themselves.

Photo: Freepik via their websites.
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How Efficient Heating Systems Are Transforming Residential

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Software_testing
https://www.freepik.com/free-ai-image/businessman-working-futuristic-office_94952417.htm#fromView=search&page=1&position=26&uuid=0b995956-843e-4391-8acd-1898d283d396&query=AI+AGENT
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/check-this-out/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-ai-testing-reflects-the-way-people-use-technology-today/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-efficient-heating-systems-are-transforming-residential-comfort/


24

Cultural Daily - 24 / 26 - 21.11.2025

Comfort
Our Friends · Wednesday, November 19th, 2025

In today’s evolving residential landscape, efficient heating systems are reshaping how homeowners
achieve comfort while minimizing energy consumption. Modern heating solutions, such as
advanced furnaces and heat pumps, are not just about warmth—they represent a holistic shift
towards cost savings and environmental responsibility. Homeowners seeking expert solutions for
furnace repair in Toms River, NJ, often look for technology that provides both peace of mind
and practical benefits. Embracing new heating technologies helps residents stay comfortable
throughout seasonal changes while also supporting a more sustainable future. With the dual aims
of reducing utility bills and slashing carbon emissions, it’s no surprise that the interest in energy-
saving HVAC solutions is accelerating.

Understanding Heat Pumps

Heat pumps are powerful devices that efficiently manage both heating and cooling needs
throughout the year. Instead of generating heat through combustion, they transfer thermal energy
from outside to inside during colder months, then reverse the process in the summer. This efficient
mechanism enables high performance even when outdoor temperatures fluctuate, making heat
pumps increasingly popular in residential settings.

What sets heat pumps apart is their ability to deliver up to three times more heating energy than
they consume in electricity, drastically cutting household energy use. According to the U.S.
Department of Energy, advancements in heat pump technology now enable operation in far colder
climates than previously possible, expanding their practical applications nationwide.

Advancements in Furnace Technology

Traditional furnaces historically operated at modest efficiencies, losing significant energy during
the burning process. This is rapidly changing, as today’s high-efficiency furnaces now convert up
to 98.5% of fuel into usable heat. Innovations such as variable-speed blowers and modulating gas
valves have optimized performance, ensuring even heat distribution and reduced cycling, which in
turn lowers wear and tear. The result is not only greater comfort but long-term savings for
homeowners. Before making a replacement decision, industry guidelines from reputable sources
can help select the right system.

Integration of Smart Thermostats

The incorporation of smart thermostats into home heating systems is redefining control and
efficiency. Smart thermostats, such as the Nest Learning Thermostat, learn homeowners’ habits,
adjusting settings in real-time for maximum efficiency without sacrificing comfort. These devices
can be managed remotely via smartphone apps, providing flexibility and convenience for busy
modern lifestyles. With data-driven insights, smart thermostats can recommend custom schedules
and allow fine-tuned temperature adjustments. Studies show that homes equipped with smart
thermostats can reduce annual energy consumption by up to 15%—a compelling argument for their
widespread adoption.

Government Initiatives and Incentives

https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-efficient-heating-systems-are-transforming-residential-comfort/
https://www.guaranteedservice.com/heating-ocean-county/heating-toms-river
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Recognizing the significance of efficient heating, federal and state governments are ramping up
programs to stimulate adoption. A notable effort includes a coalition of governors and the current
U.S. administration aiming to quadruple the number of residential heat pump installations by 2030.
This surge is designed to slash emissions and align with climate goals. Financial incentives, tax
credits, and rebates can offset the initial cost of upgrading, making it more accessible for average
homeowners. These initiatives signal a broader commitment toward energy independence and
sustainability across communities.

Consumer Demand for Sustainable Solutions

Homeowners are increasingly placing value on sustainability in their purchasing decisions. Surveys
show that a majority of people advocate for greener HVAC options, even expressing a willingness
to pay a premium for homes equipped with such features. This consumer-driven demand is
compelling builders and manufacturers to prioritize efficient, environmentally friendly systems. As
sustainable living becomes mainstream, features such as efficient heating systems are now
considered standard expectations among property buyers and tenants.

Economic Benefits of Upgrading Heating Systems

Investing in efficient heating offers both short-term and long-term financial rewards. Energy
savings quickly accumulate, resulting in lower monthly utility costs. Additionally, properties
equipped with state-of-the-art HVAC solutions can command higher sales prices and attract more
discerning buyers. According to analysis from reputable sources, homes with modern heating
upgrades are shown to sell for significantly more than comparable properties without similar
investments.

Overcoming Challenges in Adoption

High upfront costs and uncertainty about the complexity of installation are common barriers to
upgrading home heating systems. Fortunately, with the advancement of technology and
streamlined installation processes, these obstacles are diminishing. Available tax credits, utility
rebates, and buying guides help make upgrades financially feasible for most households. The long-
term perspective is clear: while the investment may seem significant at first, the combination of
ongoing savings and incentive programs often outweighs the initial expenditure.

Conclusion

The transition to efficient heating technology is redefining the modern home’s comfort and
energy profile. With robust support from new product innovations, government incentives, and
evolving homeowner expectations, efficient heating solutions are quickly becoming the norm. By
adopting these systems, homeowners can secure greater comfort, enjoy long-lasting savings, and
contribute positively to a greener world.
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