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Women Under the Influence is the newest collection of poems from the iconic Los Angeles
wordsmith Michael C. Ford. Author of 24 books, his best-known work Emergency Exits was
nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in Poetry. He's recorded a dozen Spoken Word recordings and
received a Grammy nomination for his Spoken Word album LANGUAGE COMMANDO. Ford
has lived 74 of his 77 years in Los Angeles and there is not a corner of the region his work has not
mapped.
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Published by Word Palace Press, the 71 poems in this new collection celebrate women associated
with the arts, especially the femme-fatales from 1950s B movies like Rita Hayworth, Janet Leigh
and Marie Windsor. Ford’s poetic aim though does not stop with these actresses; he also sketches
songbirds like Billie Holiday and Janis Joplin and literary lionesses from Emily Dickinson to the
contemporary Los Angeles poets Laurel Ann Bogen and Gail Wronsky. Ford’s poetic register
frequently uses apostrophe addressing the figures and places within each piece. For example,
“Boise, Idaho: you'd better be advised! / Penelope and | are ecologically balanced. / We have
biodegradable tolerance.”

These poems oscillate between formal, informal, conversational and playful employing closed
forms like villanelles and pantoums to several free verse prose poems. Born in 1939, Ford knows

20" Century film, musical and all around cultural history intimately on the strength of his life
experience. Many of the women in the book were figures he knew personally and most of the
others are personalities that he witnessed in their glory years when their films or records were in
the mix. Time travel is ever-present in these poetic polaroid’s. In the poem, “Marie Windsor,”
celebrating the actress of the same name, Ford remembers: “1 admired her most, when she essayed/
arocket scientist from East St. Louis/ and convivially commiserating with/ Cat Women on the
Moon/ And the sultry sound her lush voice/ makesis velvet stretched across/ afield of gravel.”

One element that makes this book different from most poetry collections is that there are images
next to almost every poem. Dozens of both black and white and color photos accompany the
poems, assisting in giving the reader a visual picture of Dorothy Dandridge, Clara Bow, Judy
Garland and Dinah Shore and all the others to illustrate the poems further. Ford delivers a history
lesson on cinema and popular culture with both humor and pathos. Ford knows the backstory and
where the bodies are buried. Simultaneously, the poems travel from Hollywood and Beverly Hills
to the Central Coast, Flagstaff, Boise, Idaho, Chicago and beyond.
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The book’ s title taken from a John Cassavetes film, fits the chronologically-arranged dream-like
quality of the work. Ford laments these mostly long-gone icons and paints them all in broad, yet
electric brushstrokes. In the piece, “In Honor of Chris Connor,” Ford writes: “it was about saving
your jazz/ bouqguets from being nailed to a cross erected/ by the false gods of American music(.)”
A few lines later he concludes, “ Then, we know ironically, in order to find your/ songs again we
might quite, simply, have to/ lose you.” Thanks to these piercing poems, the subjects in each piece
will not be forgotten. Ford remembers them all and wants us “to mix poetic imagination with the
imagination of cinema.”

[alert type=alert-white | Please consider making a tax-deductible donation now so we can keep
publishing strong creative voices.[/alert]
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Now as a method of changing gears, is a poem | composed in December 2016 on Ford's 77"
birthday and a surprise party held for him at Beyond Baroque one Friday night.

L anguage Commando

(For Michael C. Ford’ s Birthday 12/16/2016)
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