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Can Israel's Blue Boulevard Unite the Country?
Rick Meghiddo · Wednesday, February 13th, 2013

The pioneering spirit that shaped Israel’s thriving society and developed sophisticated technologies
may once again launch a dream that could shake the imagination of many, rattle unbending
ideologies and constructively transform the Middle East. Professor Michael Burt calls it “The Blue
Boulevard” option. The idea is to build progressively a number of artificial islands along the
country’s coastal plain that could absorb 3,000,000 people and infrastructure. Unlike artificial
islands built elsewhere, Prof. Burt invented a new technology that uses only 7% of material to
build the islands’ volume and is friendly to the marine ecosystem.
This technology is in full contrast with the ones used to build artificial islands and land reclamation
around the world, which are all based on the use of filling materials. Since Israel does not have
enough filling materials to build artificial islands in a conventional way, the use of prefabricated
“Sponge Breakwaters” is a practical solution. Eventually, it could be used in similar situations
elsewhere, considering that over 50% of the world’s population lives along coastal areas.

Prof. Burt’s ideas confront the “laissez-faire” and the implicated dangers of environmental
deterioration, agricultural extinction and skyrocketing real estate prices. The time is ripe for such
an approach because:
1. The cost of building the islands has been calculated is to be a fraction of the cost of land along
the coastal plain;
2. Polluting industries and dangerous materials’ storage in the vicinity of populated areas could be
relocated to some of the islands, thus freeing valuable land for new development and open spaces;
3. The islands could generate tens of thousands of jobs close to densely populated areas;
4. Coastal cities will become a place to expand for future populations;
5. A new international airport could replace the negative impact of the existing Ben Gurion
Airport;
6. Some of the new islands could be built across Gaza, thus creating an important tool of
development for the Palestinians.
In spite of the gloom into which the world seems to be submerged these days, Prof. Burt’s artificial
islands present a pragmatic vision for the future capable of easing many of Israel’s problems,
trigger economic growth and stimulate a constructive alternative for the region.
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