Cultural Dally

Independent V oices, New Perspectives

Off the Page is On the Verge
Cultural Daily - Tuesday, September 10th, 2024

We love poetry at Cultural Daily, especially when it aims to engage the public in non-traditional
ways.

Off the Page is a Chicago-based project curated and edited by Madeline McConico and Sarah
Peecher. It's an ambitious project that begins with a literary magazine, continues with artist
collaborations, and culminates with an exhibition.

From their mission statement:

Off the Page aims to foster community among artists and poets while broadening the
public’s understanding of poetry. This collaborative project prioritizes those who
have been previously marginalized and silenced in social, political, and artistic
spaces. We believe that all art forms should be a microphone to amplify social
change. Our curatorial vision celebrates, mourns alongside, and envisions the future
with new and established poets and artists. We believe in the power of poetry and
collaboration to foster healing and facilitate change.

Issue 1.5iscaled “On the Verge.” Here is a sample spread from the zine:
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https://www.culturaldaily.com/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/off-the-page-is-on-the-verge/
https://poetryoffthepage.wixsite.com/theproject
https://poetryoffthepage.wixsite.com/theproject/issue-1-5

God!

Eatana Smith

God heldp me accept the things | cannat stop thinking about!
(God remove the word cannot which ks stuck in my teethl
God let me have good teeth at least If | cannot be beautifull
God it | have to be & woman at least let me be beautifull
God let me it in the at least as i it were a comiortable seat!
(God het that be the comfortable leather seat of my own brand-new carl
God et me drive to a party and dance like Fm in a mowiel
Geod let mee smile and Say ot least we are all still alive and mean it
Geod et me Feel things th ¢ things alive people feel before | diel
(od give me samething
Gad ghe me all your mo
God hit repeat ¢ :|n “Prat What | Want I:l,| Placehol
0 ten | am tired o

Gaod listen 1|:| all

God tesch me 1

God tesoh m:

God help me stap thinking about the t cannot accept!

Off the Page: On the Verge. Issue 1.5

Issue 2, called “Bodies Luminous,” will feature the award-winning Diamond Forde as the guiding
poet who will prompt fellow writers to express their relationship to their bodies.

It's exciting to see projects like Off the Page that aims to do exactly what its name says—to take
poetry away from stagnating on a page, to inspire artists and writers to use poetry to bring
communitiesto life.

It returns this October to St Luke's Lutheran Church of Logan Square in Chicago, IL.

(Featured image used by permission from Off the Page)

This entry was posted on Tuesday, September 10th, 2024 at 5:06 am and is filed under Community,
Poetry, Visual Art

You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. You can leave a
response, or trackback from your own site.
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