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My Mother Said

We were always moving,

and often in the dead of winter.
Y our father would go on ahead
to set up the machine shop

at yet another new oil field.

I’d be left to pack up the house
with three kids underfoot.

| packed boxes for days,

until 1 ran out of energy.

Then, I'd start a bonfire

in the snow out in back,

burn magazines, catal ogues,
torn clothes, broken toys.
Once, | threw an old doll

of your sister’s onto thefire.
I’ll never forget how

it began to melt,

opened its eyes

and cried out,

“Mama, Mama.”
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17th Avenue, Just Past the Calgary Zoo

Through yellow birch trees on my left,
theriver flashes silver.

A sky so blue, it makes me ache.

My grandson sings in the back seat.

Cultural Daily -1/2- 30.10.2025


https://www.culturaldaily.com/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/poetry-patricia-scruggs-horizon-lines/

Hold this moment, hold this day.
Forget the winter’s naked trees,
the snow, the frozen river,

the long darkness ahead.
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October Moon

“Why hello, Beautiful,” | say,
as the moon pops up,

huge and orange,

over the Arco sign.

Later, | noticeit has climbed
out of the smog layer—

still large, but paler now

in the eastern sky.

Attwo A.M., it fillsthe skylight.
In the morning, it's still there,
with only afew stars

for company.

“Hello, Beautiful.”

And | am filled with love

for thislife, this earth,

this moon, this sun

just over the horizon.
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