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Cultural Daily
Independent Voices, New Perspectives

Festivals That Bloom in the Spring
Ann Haskins · Wednesday, April 24th, 2024

LA dance celebrates in Lincoln Heights and North Hollywood festivals, South Asian dance pops
up at Venice Beach and around the Westside; a hip hop battle in Burbank; new contemporary
dance in the Arts District, percussive performance against the Glendale hills, contemporary ballet
in Santa Monica, French visitors in West LA, more So Cal dance this week, and a peek at next
week (May 3 to 9).

Live This Week

One for the home team

This weekend, the 2024 LA Dance Festival opens with LA Dance Chronicle’s
founder/editor/publisher Jeff Slayton receiving the festival’s Lifetime Service to the Field Award.
Slayton’s five decade career began as a dancer with Merce Cunningham and then Viola Farber,
then teaching, choreographing, and directing his SoCal-based Jeff Slayton & Dancers, before
establishing LA Dance Chronicle to respond to the dearth of dance reviews and coverage. After the
presentation, Friday’s performance includes SoCal companies MashUP Dance Company, Gretchin
Ackerman, Akomi Dance, Kybele Dance Theatre, Celeste Lanuza Dance Theater, Charlotte
Katherine & Dancers, and festival host BrockusRED. On Saturday, festival founder and producer
Deborah Brockus receives her own tribute as the evening performance BALANCE draws from her
long dancemaking career for her own company BrockusRED. Info on free classes, workshops, and
other free and ticketed events in the three-day festival are detailed at the ticket link. Brockus
Project Studios, 618 B Moulton Ave., Lincoln Heights; Fri., April 26, 7 pm, $15, Eventbrite. Sat.,
April 27, 7 pm, $16. Eventbrite.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/festivals-that-bloom-in-the-spring/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/los-angeles-dance-festival-2024-tickets-885945365437
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/balance-tickets-885966759427?aff=erelpanelorg
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BrockusRED. Photo by Denise Leitner

New for spring

Two different programs, each with a work by Janie Taylor and two from artistic director Benjamin
Millepied are part of LA Dance Project’s Spring Dances. Both programs include Millepied’s
newest Me, You, We, They, set to music by his frequent collaborator Nico Muhly. Both programs
also include the premiere of Taylor’s Sleepwalker’s Encyclopedia with a set from artist Ben Styer.
Millepied’s Moving Parts completes Program A, alternating with Triade in Program B. LA Dance
Project, 2245 E. Washington Blvd., Arts District; Program A – Thurs., May 2, Fri., May 8, & Sat.,
May 11, 8 pm, Sat., May 4, 4 pm, Sun., May 12, 1 pm. Program B – Fri.-Sat., May 3-4, 8 pm, Sun.,
May 5, 1 pm, Sat., May 11, 4 pm, Sun., May 12, 5 pm, $45, $30 students & seniors. LA Dance
Project tickets.

Los Angeles Dance Project. Photo courtesy of the artists

Crossing the LINES

Led by its namesake choreographer, San Francisco’s Alonzo King LINES Ballet brings its

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/brockusred-deniseleitner2024-e1713811717930.jpg
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35353/production/1193578
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35353/production/1193578
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ladp2024-e1713812019639.png


3

Cultural Daily - 3 / 46 - 25.04.2024

contemporary brand of ballet in Deep River. Set to spiritual music compositions from Black and
Jewish traditions plus original compositions by Jason Moran, the work has drawn high praise since
its 2022 debut. The Granada Theatre, 1214 State St., Santa Barbara: Fri., April 26, 8 pm, $41-$106.
UCSB.

Alonzo King LINES Ballet. Photo by R J Muna

With a few invited friends

With Poetry in Motion, Hollywood Ballet offers a performance followed by its 2024 gala dinner.
In addition to artistic directors Petra Conti and Eris Nezha, the former La Scala, Boston Ballet and
Los Angeles Ballet principal dancers have invited several friends to perform, including
international ballet dancers Ana Sophia Scheller, Myrna Kamara, Tigran Mkrtchyan and Alexander
Maryianowski. The announced program includes classical selections from Le Corsaire and La
Bayadere, Balanchine’s Gershwin homage Who Cares? plus contemporary works. The
BroadStage, 1310 11th St., Santa Monica; Sat., April 27, 7 pm; $69-$89 (performance only), $350
and up for post-performance gala). Hollywood Ballet.

https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/events-tickets/events/23-24/alonzo-king-lines-ballet/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/AlonzoKingLINESBallet_RJMuna-e1686009545170.jpeg
https://www.hollywoodballet.org/poetryinmotion
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Hollywood Ballet’s Petra Conti. Photo by Costin Radu

Body tapping

The always-welcome spring series at this scenic venue in the San Gabriel foothills opens
with DrumatiX bringing together tap dance and bodydrumming with drumming using found items
and invented instruments. Led by Noa Barankin, the bi-coastal ensemble’s performances include
rhythmic historical dance references and global rhythms. Curated by Jamie Nichols who draws on
her deep history with SoCal dance, the series is a proven platform for local dance. Brand Library &
Art Center, 1601 W. Mountain St., Glendale; Sat., April 27, 5 pm, free. Brand Library.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/petra2024-costinradu.jpg
https://www.brandlibrary.org/dance-series
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DrumatiX. Photo courtesy of the artists 

Honoring Bella

Under the banner EMPOWERMENT: Maxine + Bella, this weekend festival includes
performances, workshops and documentary screenings honoring the late Bella Lewitzky (The
documentary Bella screens Sunday at 2 pm) and American born Chinese writer/educator Maxine
Hong Kingston. Festival sponsor, the City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs,
commissioned dance and spoken word works by Bernard Brown, Mona Jean Cedar, Chris Emile,
Caitlin Javech, Ibuki Kauramochi, Genna Moroni, Siwaraya Rochanahusdin, and Tracy Silver that
pay tribute to the honorees. A full list of performances, screenings, workshops and other events is
at DCA. Lankershim Arts Center, 5108 Lankershim Blvd., North Hollywood Arts District; Fri. &
Sat., April 26 & 27, 8 pm, Sun., April 28, 6 pm, free to $1. Brown Paper Tickets.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/drumatix-e1713813112526.jpg
https://culture.lacity.gov/event/empowerment-maxine-bella-at-dcas-lankershim-arts-center/2024-04-26/
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/6285707
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Bella Lewitzky. Photo courtesy of the documentary film “Bella”

Go another round

Round two of the qualifying battles for Versa Style Dance Company‘s 2024 festival is 1vs1
Popping Dance Battle. A workshop at 6:30 pm precedes the dance battle. Mihran K. Studios, 135
N. Victory Blvd., Burbank; Fri., April 26, 8:30 pm, battle or watch $15, workshop at 6:30 pm $20,
both $30. Versa Style Dance Company.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/bella-lewitzky.jpg
https://versastyledance.org/


7

Cultural Daily - 7 / 46 - 25.04.2024

Versa Style Dance Company. Photo courtesy of the artists.

French plumes

Set against a fantastical, dreamlike backdrop, France’s Compagnie Pyramid brings Sous le poids
des plumes” (Beneath the weight of feathers). The work launches four hip-hop dancers in a series
of sketches where different memories of life collide amid mime, hip-hop, and physical theater.
Fouad Kouchy is the choreographer. Yann Crayssac, Mounir Kerfah, Benjamin Midonet, Mounir
Touaa are the dancers. Theatre Raymond Kabbaz, 10361 W. Pico Blvd., West LA; Wed., May 1, 8
pm, $35.  Theatre Raymond Kabbaz.

Compagnie Pyramid. Photo courtesy of the artists

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/VersaStyle2019-e1701275675853.jpg
https://www.theatreraymondkabbaz.com/upcomingevents/2024/5/1/sous-le-poids-des-plumes
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/pyramid-e1713813539586.jpg
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Winning a prince

Watch for the slipper to fit as Inland Pacific Ballet brings Cinderella to the stage complete with
the mistreated heroine, her wicked stepsisters, malevolent stepmother, fairy godmother with her
fairy entourage, and a persistent prince. Kelsey Dorr from Boston Ballet guests with dancers from
the respected training academy. Lewis Family Playhouse, 12505 Cultural Center Dr., Rancho
Cucamonga; Sat. & Sun., April 27 & 28, 11:30 pm & 4 pm, $55-$79, $28-$33 children 12 &
under. City of Rancho Cucamonga.

Inland Pacific Ballet. Photo courtesy of the artists

A pop up quartet

In what may prove a pleasant surprise, Leela Dance Collective brings India’s Kathak dance to
Venice Beach, UCLA, Santa Monica Promenade, and the Culver Steps in four days of free pop up
performances, plus a concluding concert performance in Agoura Hills. It’s part of Asian American
& Pacific Islander Heritage (AAPI) Month. Bruin Plaza, UCLA Campus, 308 Westwood Plaza,
Westwood; Thurs. & Fri., May 2 & 3, noon, free. Also along Ocean Front Walk between Venice
Blvd. and Rose Ave., Venice, Beach; Sat., May 4, 10 & 11 am, free. Also at the 3rd Street
Promenade, Santa Monica; Sat., May 4, 3 & 4 pm, free. Sun., May 5, noon, 2 & 5 pm, Culver
Steps, 9300 Culver Blvd., Culver City; Also ticketed performance at Agoura Hills Performing Arts
& Education Ctr., 28545 W. Driver Ave., Agoura Hills; Sat., May 11, 4:30 & 7:30 pm, $25 The
PAECs; livestream $10 Imagine India.

https://www.cityofrc.us/news/cinderella
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ipball-e1713813749950.jpg
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35610/production/1192819
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35610/production/1192819
https://lvusd.ticketspice.com/2023-24-imagine-india
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Leela Dance Collective. Photo by Margo Moritz

A story ballet that’s funny

It dates back to 1870, yet the comic ballet Coppélia strums chords of troubled young love as
current as a Taylor Swift song. The delightful tale of a young maiden’s efforts to win back her
feckless young man enamored with an aloof young woman sitting in the toymaker’s balcony brims
with subplots— toyshop break-ins, impersonations, and the toymaker’s efforts to bring a doll to
life. Festival Ballet welcomes guest artists Katherine Barkman and Estaban Hernandez from San
Francisco Ballet in the leads, backed by students of this respected ballet academy. Irvine Barclay
Theater, 4242 Campus Dr., Irvine; Sat. April 27, 7 pm, Sun. April 28, 2 pm, $35-$60. Irvine
Barclay Theater.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leela-margomoritz-e1699330542785.jpeg
https://www.thebarclay.org/
https://www.thebarclay.org/
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Festival Ballet. Photo by Dave Friedman

Cello lifting

Aerialist and cellist Cellista brings her talents to and above the stage in Élégie. Highways
Performance Space, 1651 18th St., Santa Monica; Sat., April 27, 8:30 pm, $15-$20. EVENTS |
Highways.

Cellista. Photo by Yellow Bubbles Photography

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/festivalballet1-davefriedman.jpg
https://www.highwaysperformance.org/shows
https://www.highwaysperformance.org/shows
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/cellista-yellowbubblesphotography-e1713814340989.jpg
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Out of the classroom

Contemporary dance performance along with live music, large-scale projection mapping, and
interactive installations are part of this edition of Rhythms + Visions/Expanded + Live4. The
outdoor event draws talent from a range of campus programs. Meldman Family Cinematic Arts
Park, USC, 900 W. 34th St., University Park, Sat., April 27, 7 pm, free w/reservations. Visions and
Voices USC.

DATA or 7 ways to dance a dance through prison walls. Photo by Ciro Hurtado

Walled in

During the pandemic, choreographer Suchi Branfman and her collaborators were unable to
continue in-person sessions with incarcerated participants in Dancing Through Prison Walls. The
inventive program shifted to written expressions on yellow pads rather than physical dance. The
result fueled DATA or 7 ways to dance a dance through prison walls. Scripps College Dance Tent,
Jacqua Quadrangle, 1030 N. Columbia Ave., Claremont; Thurs., April 25, 5 pm, free w/reservation
at Eventbrite.

https://visionsandvoices.usc.edu/allevents/
https://visionsandvoices.usc.edu/allevents/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/branfman2022a-cirohurtado.jpg
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dancing-through-prison-walls-tickets-858478862387
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Vanessa Hernández Cruz. Photo by Paula Kelly

Out of the gallery

The artists and performers who usually inhabit the Hollywood gallery LACE (Los Angeles
Contemporary Exhibitions) are temporarily nomadic as the gallery undergoes renovation. Ten
can be found in the Arts District this week with Abundance, a program of new work and re-
stagings. Contributing performance, sound and literary artists include Frias, Jessica Carolina
González, Vanessa Hernández Cruz, Alima Lee, Caleb Luna, Melba Martínez, Cody Perkins, Ghis
Rodriguez, Yesika Salgado, and Dorian Wood. LA Dance Project, 2245 E. Washington Blvd., Arts
District; Wed.-Fri., April 24-26, 7 pm, free with reservation at Eventbrite.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/vanessahernndezcruz-paulakelly-e1713308283638.jpg
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/abundance-tickets-851840296257
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LA Opera. Photo by Cory Weaver

The final flower

A new production of La Traviata at the Los Angeles Opera boasts gender duality costumes for
choreography by John Heginbotham. At its San Francisco Opera premiere, director Shawna
Lucey and her team received critical raves for a fresh approach that retained everything that makes
this among the most beloved operas while subtly spotlighting the backdrop of a gay but entirely
money-dominated world in which love almost transcends the transactional. Dorothy Chandler
Pavilion, Music Center, 135 N. Grand Ave., downtown; Sat., April 27, 7:30 pm, $39-$399. LA
Opera.

A Peek at Next Week (05-03 to 09)

midLife dance project — Varietals, Blends and Flashbacks at Highways Performance Space,

1651 18th St., Santa Monica; Fri., May 3, 8:30 pm, $20-$25, $20 students. Highways Performance.

Re:BorN Dance Interactive Brand Library & Art Center, 1601 W. Mountain St., Glendale; Sat.,
May 3, 5 pm, free. Brand Library.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/traviata-laopera-cory-weaver4-e1713814574707.jpeg
https://www.laopera.org/performances/202324-season/la-traviata/
https://www.laopera.org/performances/202324-season/la-traviata/
https://www.highwaysperformance.org/shows
https://www.brandlibrary.org/dance-series


14

Cultural Daily - 14 / 46 - 25.04.2024

Re:born Dance Interactive. Photo by Skye Schmidt

Jamila Glass — First Look at Stomping Ground, 5453 Alhambra Ave., El Sereno; Fri., May 3, 2
pm, $5. LA Contemporary Dance Company.

Backhausdance — Open Rehearsals at Bowers Museum, 2002 N. Main St., Santa Ana; Tuesdays
from 10am to 1pm, May 7 to June 4, included in museum admission. Backhausdance.

Backhausdance. Photo by Kira Bartoli

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/reborn2-skye-schmidt-e1684279337194.jpg
https://www.lacontemporarydance.org/events/first-look
https://www.backhausdance.org/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/backhaus-kirabartoli1jpg.png
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CalArts Spring Dance — LAUNCH at REDCAT, Disney Hall, 631 W. 2nd St., downtown; Wed.-
Thurs., May 7-8, 8:30 pm, $20. REDCAT Tickets.

High Voltage at Electric Lodge, 1416 Electric Ave., Venice; Fri., May 3, 8 pm, $10. Electric
Lodge.

Max 10 at Electric Lodge, 1416 Electric Ave., Venice; Mon., May 6, 7:30 pm, $10.  Electric
Lodge.

Jerron Herman & Molly Joyce Left and Right at the UCLA Nimoy Theater, 1262 Westwood
Blvd., Westwood; Fri., May 3, 8 pm, sold out but wait-list sign up at CAP UCLA.

Posted in Theatre, Music, Dance, Prose, Performing | No Comments »

Discover Endless Opportunities: Enroll in a Master’s in Music
Performance Program Now!
Our Friends · Wednesday, April 24th, 2024

The Master’s in Music Performance program is a comprehensive and innovative graduate-level
programme that provides a holistic understanding of the music industry.

The Master’s in Music Performance program will train in traditional and contemporary disciplines,
including theory, music theory, education, research skills, recording technology, business relations,
and online brand management.

Are you a music enthusiast and have a passion for music? Then, you must master different
instruments, fine-tune your vocal skills, or have skills in composing mesmerising melodies. To
master and equip yourself with all these advanced skills, you must embark on an exciting journey
by enrolling in a master’s in music performance program.

In this article, let’s delve into why choosing is the better step for you and your career.

What career opportunities can you get from a Master’s in Music
Performance program?

When you think about the different types of music performance careers, the job profile of the
professional musician will likely be top of mind. If you have a passion for performing, pursuing a
career on stage could be the right path.

Here are other options you can consider with the Master’s in Music Performance program:

Professional musician: As a professional musician or a singer, you’ll have the opportunity to

perform in groups such as brands or orchestras. You typically play the music at bars, clubs,

weddings, and other private events. To enhance your employability in the music industry, it’s

important to develop skills in different genres, instruments, and styles. To improve your brand,

https://ci.ovationtix.com/34348/production/1185790
https://www.electriclodge.org/
https://www.electriclodge.org/
https://www.electriclodge.org/
https://www.electriclodge.org/
https://cap.ucla.edu/event/molly-joyce-and-jerron-herman
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/theatre/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/music/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/dance/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/literature/prose/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/festivals-that-bloom-in-the-spring/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/discover-endless-opportunities-enroll-in-a-masters-in-music-performance-program-now/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/discover-endless-opportunities-enroll-in-a-masters-in-music-performance-program-now/
https://www.lccm.org.uk/courses/postgraduate/mmus-in-music-performance/
https://www.lccm.org.uk/courses/postgraduate/mmus-in-music-performance/
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you’ve got to do with media interviews, social media campaigns, and photo shoots. 

Disc Jockey (DJ): In the past, DJs primarily worked for radio stations, where they were involved

in playing music or giving running commentary in radio stations. However, today it has

drastically changed, and a DJ refers to someone who mixes tracks and performs at events. Some

DJs work at bars and clubs, weddings, private parties, concerts, music residencies etc. 

Music educator: If you’re passionate about music and are not confident enough to perform on

stage, then the better career option you can have is becoming a music teacher or music educator.

You’ll have two primary options if you want to become a music teacher. The first option is that if

you want to teach music in public schools, you’ll be required to become a licensed music teacher,

and for private music studios, you do not need to be licensed.

Music producer: As a music producer, you’ll be closely working with the editor and the writer,

and the primary role of the music producer is to ensure that bringing out music is as good as

possible and reflects the vision of the piece.

Music agent: If you’re genuinely passionate about music but have no idea where you have to

perform professionally or work in the recording studio, then, you must consider developing your

personality, equipped with excellent communication skills, and a knack for working well with all

different types of people. Having all these skills will help you become a music agent, which

would be great career choice for you. 

So, are you ready to embark on your musical journey? Start exploring Master’s in Music
Performance programs today and take the first step towards achieving your dreams. Apply now!

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

Posted in Check This Out | No Comments »

How New Filmmakers Can Connect with Independent Film
Distributors to Amplify Their Audience
Our Friends · Wednesday, April 24th, 2024

For all filmmakers, be they budding or established in the film business, choosing the right
distributor is crucial for success. Making any film is a long-term investment, carried through with a
huge team and through long months of production, shooting, and editing. Thus, collaborating with
the right distributors is crucial to achieving a good response from the audience. 

For new filmmakers, this process becomes even more significant. Getting in touch with the right
distributors is even more important for new filmmakers as they have yet to create a target audience.
They also have to communicate their vision to the audience they seek to communicate with. Other

https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/check-this-out/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/discover-endless-opportunities-enroll-in-a-masters-in-music-performance-program-now/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-new-filmmakers-can-connect-with-independent-film-distributors-to-amplify-their-audience/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-new-filmmakers-can-connect-with-independent-film-distributors-to-amplify-their-audience/
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than that, new filmmakers may initially find it difficult to establish their presence among so many
renowned names in the film industry. 

Various filmmakers have been in the business for quite some time, having carved out their specific
niche in the industry, creating a loyal audience. Passionate cinema-goers will also consider the
filmmaker’s distinction and the relevance of his oeuvre before investing in a movie. In these
situations, it becomes critical for new filmmakers to collaborate with independent film
distributors for the maximum amplification of their audience.

How does an independent film distributor work?

At its core, the agenda of an independent film distributor is to bring a film to its right and targeted
audience. This is why they may prove beneficial for new filmmakers with fresh projects in their
hands. For these to go to the right audience, independent film distributors will effectively strategize
the procedure of its release into the market. Independent film distribution companies handle
various tasks to achieve these, including marketing and promotion, as well as securing good
platforms for dissemination.

Major film studios will usually have in-house distributors to market and promote their films. On
the other hand, independent film distribution companies are equipped with the necessary expertise
needed to navigate the complex landscape of the constantly evolving film industry.

Working with an independent film distributor

Working with an independent film distributor greatly benefits new filmmakers looking to get their
cinematic vision across to the targeted audience. But first, finding a reputable independent
distributor is important to be sure of their experience and expertise. Moreover, the filmmaker has
to make sure that his vision and goals align with those of the film distributor he is willing to
collaborate with.

Networking- Attending industry events like film festivals and markets is a great way to find

potential independent film distributors. This increases industry exposure for new filmmakers,

enabling them to communicate better with the best in the industry. It also makes them aware of

the latest trends in the industry. After this, they can do some back-end research to learn more

about potential collaborators.

Recommendations- Another great way to find independent distributors is to communicate with

existing and established filmmakers who can recommend and refer new filmmakers to reputed

distributors.

Clarity in Communications– Once the filmmaker has found the ideal distributor according to

his goals, establishing open communication and transparency between the parties is the next

crucial step. A clear understanding of the distribution agreement has to be there. This entails

clear communication and understanding of revenue sharing, marketing plans, and distribution

expenses. A detailed contract should be made to help new filmmakers protect their rights and

ensure a fair deal between the parties.

Advantages of working with an independent film distributor

There are various advantages of working with an independent film distributor. It helps budding
filmmakers carve out their unique niche in the industry, communicating their vision to the right
audience.

https://screendollars.com/directory/distributors/
https://screendollars.com/directory/distributors/
https://www.careersinfilm.com/filmmaker/
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Independent film distribution companies can help increase a film’s reach by leveraging the right

streaming services, television networks, and theatres.

With their experience in marketing and promotion, these companies can find the perfect strategy

to market a film based on the budget and target audience of a filmmaker.

Reputed independent distributors have close connections with renowned names in the industry.

They can leverage connections with film festival organizers and industry professionals for

promotion and distribution.

Partnering with reputable independent distributors can help a new filmmaker achieve audience

credibility.

Conclusion:

New filmmakers bringing fresh work into the market should collaborate with independent film
distribution companies. These distributors have extensive experience in promotion and key
connections with established experts. This helps them to achieve a sustained marketing strategy
according to the filmmaker’s budget and cinematic vision. Communicating to the target audience
becomes more effective with independent film distribution and the work of art gets its deserved
due recognition.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

Posted in Check This Out | No Comments »

Maurice Sendak at Skirball
Elisa Leonelli · Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024

“Wild Things Are Happening, the Art of Maurice Sendak” at the Skirball Cultural Center (April
18-September 1) must be seen and experienced.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/check-this-out/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-new-filmmakers-can-connect-with-independent-film-distributors-to-amplify-their-audience/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/maurice-sendak-at-skirball/
https://www.skirball.org/museum/wild-things-are-happening-art-maurice-sendak
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Where the Wild Things Are

Skirball Director Sheri Bernstein stated: “This is the largest and most comprehensive exhibition of
the artist’s work to date. It tells an expansive story of his family upbringing (Sendak was born in
Brooklyn, New York to Polish immigrants), his extraordinary gift as a storyteller, who brought
emotionally powerful stories to life using word and imagery, it looks at his Jewish identity and his
artistic influences.”

I first became aware of Maurice Sendak as a new mother, when a Jewish friend gifted me the 25th
anniversary edition of his landmark 1963 book Where the Wild Things Are (still displayed on one
of my many bookshelves with other children literature), and I recently gifted another copy to my
toddler grandchild.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/where-the-wild-things-are-5a.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Sendak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where_the_Wild_Things_Are
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/night-kitchen-27.jpg
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At the press preview I was lucky enough to speak with Dr. Jonathan Weinberg, curator of the
Maurice Sendak Foundation, a painter and author of books about artists, and he explained that this
exhibit wants to emphasize what a remarkable artist Sendak is.

His work extends well beyond his most celebrated children’s book, Where the Wild Things Are,
and the other two books of his self-proclaimed trilogy, In the Night Kitchen (1970) and Outside
Over There (1981).

Outside Over There

Weinberg said that Sendak considered himself an illustrator, but then he would say that
Michelangelo was an illustrator as well, when he painted the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.

https://www.jonathanweinberg.com/index.html
https://www.sendakfoundation.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_the_Night_Kitchen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_the_Night_Kitchen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outside_Over_There
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outside_Over_There
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/outside-over-there-29.jpg
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He designed sets, costumes, and poster art for several ballet and opera productions, such as The
Magic Flute by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, directed by Frank Corsaro for Houston Grand Opera
in 1981, Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker choreographed by Kent Stowell at Seattle’s Pacific Northwest
Ballet in 1983.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/magic-flute-13.jpg
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Nutcracker poster

In 1988 Sendak was invited by Robert Redford to become artistic director of the Sundance
Children Theater.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/nutcracker-19.jpg
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For years, he designed posters for the festival New York Is Book Country, and while they usually
featured Wild Things, in the one for 2003 he paid homage to the rescue workers of 9/11.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/sundance-30.jpg
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In 1996 Sendak created an advertising campaign for Bell Atlantic titled “Wild Things Are
Happening.”
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Weinberg observed that Sendak was a great believer in collaboration with other artists, worked
with Spike Jonze on his 2009 live-action movie of Where the Wild Things Are, with composer
Oliver Knussen on operas of Where the Wild Things Are and Higglety Pigglety Pop! performed as
a double bill with Higglety Pigglety Pop! at the Glyndebourne Opera in England in 1985.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where_the_Wild_Things_Are_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where_the_Wild_Things_Are_(film)
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Weinberg added that Sendak was connected with other counter-cultural figurative artists of that
time, working in New York’s Greenwich Village in the 1950s and 60s, who were actually his
friends: Jules Feiffer, Edward Gorey, Tomi Ungerer.

Despite his reputation for being cantankerous, Weinberg, who knew him personally, maintains that
Sendak was warm and charismatic, had a hilarious sense of humor a la Mel Brooks, and everybody
fell in love with him, as did Steven Colbert when he interviewed him at his home in Ridgefield,
Connecticut, in January 2012 a few month before his death at 83.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jules_Feiffer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Gorey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tomi_Ungerer
https://lithub.com/time-to-rewatch-maurice-sendaks-extremely-charming-colbert-interview/


28

Cultural Daily - 28 / 46 - 25.04.2024

Sendak was a gay man, living with his partner of fifty years, psychiatrist Eugene Glynn. The two
men were devoted dog owners. Sendak wrote Higglety Pigglety Pop! or There Must Be More to
Life (1967) about his first dog Jennie, illustrated a comic-strip dog training manual, Some Swell
Pup; or Are You Sure You Want a Dog?

Sendak was an atheist, Weinberg clarified, “a secular Jew, he felt that his ethnicity was essential to
who he was and he could not imagine not being connected to Judaism, but he was certainly very
critical of established religion.” He was inspired by other artists, like Mozart, Herman Melville,
William Blake, “when he’s in trouble he goes to them as a way to find his voice.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_David_Glynn
https://archive.org/details/higgletypigglett0000unse
https://archive.org/details/higgletypigglett0000unse
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I was also inspired by walking through this amazing exhibit and at the end I sat in the Reading
room and read Outside Over There, about a little girl rescuing her baby sister from goblins.

You may click on words underlined in orange for links to more info.

Posted in Fine Art | No Comments »

The Intersection of Art and Chance: Unraveling the Aesthetics
of Casino Culture
Our Friends · Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024

There is nothing like entering through the casino doors. The ambiance is spectacular, the interior
design is luxurious, and the overall experience you get there is truly memorable, creating a true
casino culture. However, every design element in a casino is carefully thought out and serves a
purpose.

The beauty of the casino interior is intentional. After all, you cannot expect to walk into an old
building where it says that you can earn 1 million dollars on the wall. You probably won’t believe
it.

But creating the ultimate luxurious experience is one of their goals. A casino interior also serves

https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/visual-art/fine-art/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/maurice-sendak-at-skirball/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/the-intersection-of-art-and-chance-unraveling-the-aesthetics-of-casino-culture/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/the-intersection-of-art-and-chance-unraveling-the-aesthetics-of-casino-culture/
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another goal, which is to subconsciously force people to play casino games.

How? Well, there are multiple strategies that casinos use that have actual psychological effects on
our behavior, and in today’s article, we will unveil all the secrets of the interior elements of the
casino culture.

Carpet Color and Patterns

In most cases, carpets in casinos have vibrant colors, and often casinos pick the color red just
because it represents passion and energy, which is something that the casino space needs.

Carpets play an important role not just in making the entire ambient more luxurious but also in
keeping us engaged in casino games. The use of warm tones creates a sense of excitement, which
encourages players to stay longer at the casino.

The same is true with online casino games, where casinos create immersive gameplay, realistic
graphics, and immersive sounds to keep players engaged. If you want to check out some of the best
online casinos, check out this review list here: https://www.hoopcasino.com/

Some casinos also include special patterns, and there is also a good reason for that, but not a
psychological one this time. Patters on carpets provide a great way for casinos to camouflage dirt
and stains, which makes the entire space more visually appealing.

Absence of Clocks and Natural Light

Have you thought about checking the clock at a casino? Well, they’ve deployed all these elements
to get you fully immersed into casino games to a point where don’t have a sense of time and you
don’t know how much you’ve spent playing casino games.

That’s why casinos never place clocks in a casino environment. This will remind people that it is
time to break the session and stand up.

Additionally, most casinos don’t have windows or they cover them to prevent natural light. Why?
Well, for the same reason they don’t want clocks in their environment. Let’s say you enter a casino
at 2 AM, and a few hours pass and you see the sun rising through the window. Okay, it’s time to go
stand up.

It is all about temporal distortion. But if a casino doesn’t have windows or any natural light, you
don’t know really how much time has passed.

Lighting Techniques

Creating the perfect environment is the goal of every casino. This is why they often use special
lighting techniques the enhance the mood of players and improve their overall experience.

That’s why they often employ a combination of bright and dim lighting to create contrast and focal
points.

Bright lights are strategically placed around gaming areas to draw attention to the machines and
tables, while softer lights are used in lounges and dining areas to create that relaxing atmosphere.

https://www.hoopcasino.com/
https://medium.com/choice-hacking/what-is-temporal-distortion-63faf7fff6ee#:~:text=This%20exclusion%20of%20daylight%20is,temporal%20distortion%E2%80%9D%20for%20their%20customers.
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Layout and Spatial Design

A casino’s layout is carefully thought out to maximize traffic flow and maintain player
engagement. Open areas with unobstructed views to gaming zones, thoughtfully positioned dining
options including pubs and restaurants to promote exploration, and clearly marked routes that lead
visitors through various gaming zones are examples of common architectural elements.

Additionally, casinos often employ a “labyrinth” layout with winding paths and hidden corners,
creating a sense of discovery and prolonging the time spent on the gaming floor.

Soundscapes and Music Selection

A casino’s audio experience is designed to blend in with the entire atmosphere. Casinos create a
dynamic and engaging atmosphere with soundscapes that include ambient noises, background
music, and the subtle sounds of winning.

Some casinos even have a live band playing in the same space where all the action happens, but
they don’t usually want to draw attention to the performer, which is why in most cases they have a
special space for concerts and shows.

In order to increase excitement, lively, fast-paced music is frequently played next to slot machines
and other high-energy gaming sections, while gentler tunes are utilized in lounges and leisure
spaces. This also happens in online slot games, where casinos infuse games with special winning
sounds.

Aromatherapy and Scent Marketing

Scent is another powerful tool in casino design. Casinos often use subtle fragrances and
aromatherapy techniques to create a pleasant and inviting atmosphere. Certain scents, such as
citrus and floral notes, are known to evoke positive emotions and enhance mood, contributing to a
more enjoyable gaming experience for patrons.

Visual Stimuli and Attention to Detail

From ornate decorations and themed motifs to high-definition screens and digital displays, casinos
leverage visual stimuli to capture attention and create a visually stimulating environment. Intricate
details, such as custom-designed furnishings and themed decor, add to the overall ambiance and
contribute to the immersive nature of the casino experience.

By integrating these strategic design elements, casinos are able to craft an environment that
captivates the senses, encourages prolonged engagement, and leaves a lasting impression on
patrons.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE
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6 Payroll Services for Large Businesses in 2024
Our Friends · Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024

With the digital age still growing, big businesses need to manage their payroll more efficiently than
ever. However, since you have a lot of employees, you can not keep up with payroll, taxes, and
benefits for them. 

Fear not, for in 2024, there will be numerous payroll services specifically tailored to meet the
needs of your expansive workforce. In this article, you will explore six top-notch payroll services
for large businesses. 

1. OnPay

OnPay is an online payroll software service that offers a comprehensive range of features to
streamline payroll processes efficiently.

Key features of OnPay include automated payroll processing, tax calculations, and direct deposit
capabilities. It also provides tools for managing employee benefits, such as health insurance and
retirement plans. 

2. Gusto

This platform offers a wide range of features to streamline payroll processing and simplify HR
tasks. One of Gusto’s standout features is its user-friendly interface, which makes it easy for HR
professionals to navigate and manage payroll tasks efficiently. The platform also offers excellent
customer support and integrates seamlessly with other business software systems.

3. Patriot Software Full Service Payroll

With its many features, this platform makes it easy to handle payroll and make sure that tax rules
are followed. Some of the most important features of Patriot Software Full Service Payroll are the
ability to automatically process payroll, file taxes, and make direct deposits. The software also lets
you manage benefits for workers, like health insurance and retirement plans.

4. SurePayroll

Some of the best things about SurePayroll are that it can automatically do things like calculate
payroll, file taxes, and make direct deposits. It is easy for HR professionals to use SurePayroll and
keep track of payroll tasks thanks to its user-friendly interface, which is one of its best features.
Additionally, the platform offers excellent customer support to assist large businesses with their
payroll needs.

5. Square Payroll

This platform offers a range of features to streamline payroll processing and simplify HR tasks.
Key features of Square Payroll include automated payroll calculations, tax filing, and direct deposit

https://www.culturaldaily.com/6-payroll-services-for-large-businesses-in-2024/
https://aurion.com/
https://aurion.com/
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capabilities. 

Aside from that, one of the standout features of Square Payroll is its integration with other Square
products, such as point-of-sale systems and accounting software. This integration allows large
businesses to streamline their operations and access all their financial data in one place.

6. Rippling

With its many features, this platform makes it easier to handle payroll, human resources, and
employee benefits. One great thing about Rippling is how well it works with other business
systems, like accounting software and tools for keeping track of time. With this integration, big
businesses can run all of their operations from one place and get to all of their data at once.

Explore Forward-Looking Payroll Services for Your Business
Needs

Staying ahead in today’s fast-paced business world means getting payroll services that can adapt to
your company’s changing needs. So, take the initiative to explore the diverse range of payroll
services available to find the right fit for your business needs. 

With the right payroll partner by your side, you can navigate payroll complexities with confidence
and pave the way for a successful future.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE
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6 Mistakes to Avoid When Looking for the Right Recruitment
Agency
Our Friends · Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024

Finding the right job can be like searching for a needle in a haystack – daunting, time-consuming,
and often overwhelming. As a result, recruitment agencies are present to promise to make things
easier and connect you with the best job openings. 

Of course, not every recruitment agency is the same, and it can be hard to find your way through
the many choices. In this article, you’ll explore six crucial mistakes to avoid when entrusting your
career to a recruitment agency London. 

1. Not Clarifying Your Needs

When you’re searching for the right recruitment agency, it’s crucial to clearly define what you

https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
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https://www.bainandgray.com/
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need. This means understanding the specific skills, qualifications, and traits you’re looking for in
potential candidates. If you don’t communicate your requirements clearly to the agency, they may
struggle to find suitable candidates for your roles.

To avoid this mistake, take the time to outline your job requirements, including details about the
role, desired experience level, and any specific qualifications or certifications needed. By
providing clear guidelines, you’ll help the recruitment agency better understand your needs and
find candidates who are the right fit for your organization.

2. Overlooking Reputation and Experience

A reputable recruitment agency will have a proven track record of successfully placing candidates
in roles similar to yours. 

Before making a decision, take the time to read reviews, ask for references, and inquire about the
agency’s experience in recruiting for roles like yours. By choosing an agency with a strong
reputation and extensive experience, you’ll increase the likelihood of finding high-quality
candidates for your organization.

3. Ignoring Specialization and Industry Knowledge

Different agencies may specialize in recruiting for specific industries or roles, so it’s essential to
choose one that aligns with your needs. An agency that specializes in your industry will also have
established connections within your industry, allowing them to tap into networks of qualified
candidates more effectively.

When evaluating recruitment agencies, inquire about their experience and expertise in your
industry. Ask about the types of roles they typically recruit for and how they stay updated on
industry developments. By choosing an agency with specialized knowledge in your field, you’ll
benefit from their insights and ability to find candidates who are the right fit for your organization.

4. Focusing Solely on Cost

Sure, cost matters, but it shouldn’t be the only thing you care about. Sometimes, agencies that
charge less might not give you the best service or find you the right people.

So, instead of just going for the cheapest option, consider the value you’ll get for your money.
Look for an agency that offers a fair price while also providing excellent service and delivering
top-notch candidates.

5. Not Reviewing Contracts and Terms

Contracts can be tricky, and if you don’t read them carefully, you might end up with surprises or
hidden fees down the line. Before signing anything, take the time to review the contract
thoroughly. 

Make sure you understand all the terms and conditions, including the duration of the agreement,
the fees involved, and any guarantees or warranties offered. If there’s anything you’re unsure
about, don’t hesitate to ask questions or seek clarification from the agency.
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6. Disregarding Cultural Fit

While skills and experience are essential, cultural fit can make or break a hire. If a candidate
doesn’t mesh well with your company culture, they may struggle to thrive or collaborate
effectively with their colleagues.

When selecting a recruitment agency, look for one that understands your company’s culture and
values. They should take the time to learn about your company so that they can find people who
will not only do a great job but also fit in well.

Have a Careful Approach in Choosing the Right Recruitment
Agency

When it comes to selecting the right recruitment agency for your hiring needs, taking a careful and
strategic approach is paramount. So, take your time, weigh your options, and partner with the
recruitment agency that aligns best with your organization’s goals and values.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE
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Harnessing the Power and Benefits of Ergonomic Office
Chairs
Our Friends · Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024

Ergonomic office furniture is now more crucial now as most jobs entail extended periods of sitting.
With their careful design, ergonomic chairs offer the best possible comfort and support, allowing
the spine’s natural curve to be followed. These chairs have adjustable features like armrests, seat
height, and recline that allow them to conform to the user’s body. 

In contrast to traditional seats, which can cause weariness, musculoskeletal diseases, and other pain
over time, ergonomic chairs put the user’s comfort and physical health first by offering adjustable
features that allow them to conform to the user’s body. If you’re considering to Buy Office Chairs
Online, read on to understand the several benefits of having an ergonomic chair:

1. Enhances Focus and Increases Productivity

The capacity of ergonomic office chairs to improve concentration and focus is one of its main
advantages. Studies demonstrate how ergonomic interventions—such as the adoption of ergonomic
chairs—have a major positive impact on increasing workplace productivity and cognitive function.

Ergonomic chairs help people stay physically comfortable and less fatigued. This enables people to
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focus on work for extended periods. In addition, these chairs’ adjustable characteristics let users
customize their seating positions to suit their comfort levels, which improves their capacity for
distraction-free concentration.

2. Prevents Musculoskeletal Problems

Ergonomic seats provide several advantages for efficiency, but they are also essential for
protecting workers’ health and well-being. Long periods spent sitting in badly made chairs can
cause stiffness, neck strain, and back discomfort, among other health problems. 

Ergonomic chairs, on the other hand, support healthy spinal alignment and equally distribute body
weight, which lessens the pressure on pressure points and lowers the risk of developing chronic
pain disorders.

3. Improves Posture

The main purpose of ergonomic chairs is to support the spine’s natural curvature and encourage
correct spinal alignment. These chairs lessen the chance of developing postural abnormalities by
urging users to sit up straight and maintain a neutral posture.

4. Enhances Blood Circulation

By stimulating movement and minimizing blood vessel constriction, ergonomic seats improve
blood circulation. These chairs improve circulation and lessen pressure points, which helps avoid
problems like tingling, numbness, and swelling in the legs and feet, and lowers the risk of other
circulation-related problems.

5. Decreases Muscle Tiredness

Muscle strain and tiredness are lessened when seated on a supportive ergonomic chair, especially
in the lower back, shoulders, and neck. These chairs relieve the strain and discomfort that come
with extended sitting by offering sufficient support.

Because ergonomic chairs have adjustable settings that accommodate individual body
measurements, users can avoid experiencing discomfort and muscle tiredness from prolonged
sitting.

6. Prevents Strain in the Neck and Shoulders

By supporting the upper body, adjustable armrests, and headrests ease the strain that comes with
extended computer use by easing shoulder and neck tightness.

7. Improves Comfort and Productivity

Users can change the seating posture of ergonomic chairs to suit their individual body
measurements and preferences thanks to features like tilt mechanisms, armrests, lumbar support,
and adjustable seat height. 

With this customization, sitting for extended periods is made as comfortable as possible, creating a
more pleasant and conducive work environment that improves job satisfaction and productivity. 
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8. Provides Versatility

Many users, including those with particular ergonomic demands and those of different heights and
body types, can benefit from ergonomic chairs. These chairs are highly customizable to meet the
needs and preferences of almost every user, thanks to their customizable features that can be
adjusted to fit a variety of work conditions.

Invest in Ergonomic Chairs for a Happier, Healthier Workforce

Numerous advantages of ergonomic seats include increased comfort, productivity, and general
well-being at work. Chairs that offer adequate support, encourage good posture, and reduce
physical pain contribute to the establishment of a favorable work environment that enhances
employee well-being, productivity, and contentment.

Organizations can provide a favorable work environment that supports the long-term health of their
workers and encourages optimal performance by prioritizing ergonomic seating solutions.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
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8 Tips for Choosing the Perfect Kids Luggage
Our Friends · Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024

Going on a trip with kids can be a lot of fun, but you need to plan it out very carefully, especially
when it comes to packing. Getting the right luggage for your kids is important to make sure they
are comfortable, organized, and happy on the trip. 

Here is a guide with lots of tips to help you pick the best kids’ luggage for your next family trip. It
covers everything from sturdiness to design to safety features to size.

1. Durability

Kids’ luggage needs to be able to handle being roughed up while traveling. Always choose
materials that are known to last, like hard-shell plastics, which protect well against strikes and
rough handling. Polyester or nylon, which are strong fabrics, are also great options. 

Look for edges and seams that are reinforced to make the bag stronger so it can handle the knocks
and bumps of travel without breaking.

2. Size and Weight
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The luggage’s size and weight are very important things to think about because they affect how
easy it is to pack and how well your child can handle their things. Select luggage that is both light
and roomy enough to meet your child’s needs. 

If you want to take it on a plane, make sure it doesn’t go over the allowed carry-on size. This will
help you avoid fees or trouble at the airport.

3. Wheels

Kids’ luggage must have wheels because they make it much easier for kids to move their bags
through airports, train stops, and hotel lobbies. Choose luggage with spinning wheels that roll
smoothly and easily. These wheels make it easy to move your bags in any direction. 

Make sure the wheels are strong enough to hold the weight of the bag and the rough conditions of
travel, especially if your child likes to bring a lot of stuff.

4. Design and Personalization

Help your child be creative and unique by letting them help you choose their bags and picking out
fun colors or designs that show who they are. They can choose from a lot of different designs,
whether they like superheroes, animals, or geometric shapes. To make their luggage truly theirs,
think about personalization choices like monogramming or adding patches, stickers, or keychains.

5. Compartments and Organization

Kids like having their place to pack, so look for luggage with lots of pockets, compartments, and
organizers to help them keep everything in order. 

Having built-in organizers for shoes, clothes, and items can make packing faster and help kids find
what they need when they get to their destination. You can also use clear mesh bags or dividers to
keep things separate and easy to get to.

6. Safety Features

When it comes to kids luggage, safety is very important, so make sure the bag meets strict safety
standards for its materials, structure, and hardware. Look for features like reflective strips or piping
that will help you see better at night or in busy areas, especially if your child will be moving. If you
want to feel safer and more at ease on your trip, you might want to choose bags with TSA-
approved locks.

7. Handles and Comfortable Straps

Pick luggage with adjustable, padded handles and straps that are meant to be comfortable to hold
or pull. Straps that look like backpacks are great for kids who like to carry their bags on their backs
because they spread the weight out evenly and give them free hands for other things. Make sure
that the straps and handles are firmly attached to the bag and won’t tear or break after being used
many times.

8. Comparison of Quality and Price

It may be tempting to choose cheap choices, but buying good luggage will save you money in the

https://www.traveluniverse.com.au/luggage/kids
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long run. Good luggage is more likely to be able to handle the rough conditions of travel and last
for more than one trip, so your child will be able to use it for many years. Instead of seeing it as
just another trip cost, think of it as an investment in their comfort and ease.

Your Child’s Perfect Travel Companion

When looking for the best luggage for kids, you need to think about things like quality, durability,
size, style, organization, comfort, and safety features. By using these detailed tips, you’ll be able to
choose luggage for your child that not only meets their basic needs but also makes their trip more
fun and exciting. 

Young tourists will feel confident and excited about going on new adventures if they have the right
luggage with them. Have a great trip!
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Retirement Village Living: Why It’s a Smart Choice for Seniors
Our Friends · Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024

Retirement villages, which are also called senior living communities, are places where older people
can get help as they move on to a new part of their lives. They offer different types of housing that
are tailored to the needs of seniors, as well as services and perks like activities, dining, medical
care, and socializing.

Living in a retirement village is a good idea for seniors because it helps them make friends, get
medical care, and avoid having to do home repairs. This blog post talks about the pros and cons of
retirement towns and why they might be a good choice for seniors.

Understanding the Distinction: Aged Care vs. Retirement
Villages

Before getting into the specifics, it’s important to understand the difference between retirement
villages and aged care centers. Even though they are often mixed up, these two types of
accommodations provide different services for people with different amounts of care.

Retirement Villages

These retirement villages New South Wales are made so that you can keep living the way you do
now while also being part of a close-knit community and having easy access to services. They’re
good for people who want to be independent and have the benefits of homeownership without the
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headaches of upkeep. 

There are lots of different things to do in these communities, as well as grocery shops, movie
theaters, and a lively social scene.

Aged Care Facilities

On the other hand, aged care homes give seniors with high care needs a lot of support, help, and
supervision every day. There are doctors on call 24 hours a day, meals delivered, cleaning, and
specialized care for conditions like dementia, palliative care, and rehabilitation at these institutions.
They are not the same as retirement towns in terms of who they serve.

But a new and popular option has come about by combining these types. You can see this in
retirement villages for the elderly. The ease of senior living and the lively group life of retirement
villages are both present in these places.

Benefits of Retirement Villages
Low Maintenance

Retirement towns also offer a stress-free way of life, which is helpful for seniors who may find it
hard to keep up with housework and yard work.

Because these communities were designed with seniors in mind, the homes can help with some of
the problems, stress, and risks that come with keeping a home as you get older. The properties are
made to be easy to maintain, so you don’t have to worry about your energy bills. The management
also takes care of the common areas. In a retirement village, it’s easy to lock up and go on vacation
when it’s time for a break.

Supporting Activity 

Encouraging an active lifestyle is a key focus in retirement villages, with numerous advantages for
aging individuals. These communities typically provide a variety of activities within the village
premises or offer convenient access to amenities like swimming pools, golf courses, bowling
greens, and fitness centers.

Moreover, the low-maintenance lifestyle afforded by retirement villages, requiring minimal garden
and household upkeep, grants residents more time and opportunities to pursue new interests and
engage in fulfilling activities.

Prioritizing Safety and Peace of Mind

It’s very important to feel safe and protected where we live, especially as we get older. Higher
levels of health and physical security come with retirement life, giving older people a sense of
peace and relaxation.

There are many safety features in retirement towns, like gates, fences, cameras, and sensor lights,
that make the places where people live safer. Also, if a resident needs emergency services, they can
get them quickly, and there are often medically trained staff members in the town.
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Start Considering Retirement Village for Your Loved Ones!

In conclusion, retirement villages take a whole-person approach to senior life by putting safety,
security, and health first. With features that encourage an active lifestyle, make care easier, and
offer peace of mind through higher security measures, these communities are a great choice for
older people who want to enjoy a happy and stress-free retirement.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

Posted in Check This Out | No Comments »

8 Tips for Successful Online Learning
Our Friends · Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024

Online learning has become increasingly common. Whether you’re taking an online course for
school, work, or personal development, it’s essential to have effective strategies in place to succeed
in your virtual learning environment.

If you’re planning to start studying online, then you’re in the right place. This guide will show you
the eight practical tips to help you make the most out of your online learning experience.

1. Establishing a Suitable Learning Environment

To maximize your focus and productivity, it’s crucial to create a dedicated workspace for your
online learning activities. Find a quiet area in your home where you can study comfortably without
distractions. Make sure your workspace is well-lit and organized, with all the necessary tools and
materials within reach.

2. Time Management Strategies

Managing your time effectively is key to staying on track with your online courses. Create a
schedule that works for you, allocating specific blocks of time for studying, attending lectures, and
completing assignments. Prioritize your tasks based on their importance and deadlines, and use
time management tools like calendars or to-do lists to help you stay organized.

3. Active Participation and Engagement

Engaging actively in your online courses can enhance your learning experience and help you retain
information more effectively. Join online discussions, ask questions, and connect with classmates
and professors. Take advantage of any interactive elements in your course materials, such as
quizzes or simulations, to reinforce your understanding of the subject matter.
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4. Effective Communication with Instructors

Maintaining open communication with your instructors is essential for clarifying doubts, seeking
feedback, and staying on track with your coursework. Don’t hesitate to reach out to them via email
or virtual office hours if you have questions or need assistance. Be proactive in seeking help when
needed to ensure you fully understand the course material.

5. Utilizing Online Learning Resources

Take advantage of all the resources available to you in your online course. Explore course
materials such as readings, videos, and presentations to deepen your understanding of the subject
matter. Access online libraries and databases for additional research and supplementary materials
to supplement your learning.

6. Practicing Self-Motivation and Discipline

Staying motivated and disciplined is essential for success in online learning. Set clear goals for
yourself and establish a routine that helps you stay focused and productive. Find ways to reward
yourself for meeting milestones and staying on track with your studies. Stay positive and resilient,
even when faced with challenges or setbacks.

7. Implementing Assessment Strategies

Understanding how you will be assessed in your online course is crucial for preparing effectively
for exams and assignments. Familiarize yourself with the assessment criteria and requirements, and
plan your study approach accordingly. Seek feedback from your instructors to identify areas for
improvement and adjust your study strategies as needed.

8. Seeking Support When Needed

Don’t hesitate to reach out for support if you’re struggling with your online course. Reach out to
your classmates for collaboration and study groups, or join online forums and communities related
to your course topic. Take advantage of academic support services offered by your institution, such
as tutoring or writing centers, to get additional assistance with your coursework.

Start Online Learning Today!

By following these nine tips, you can enhance your online learning experience and increase your
chances of success. it’s also important to remember the value of self-reflection and adaptability in
the online learning environment.

You should think about your progress and figure out what you can do better. Stay flexible and
open-minded, as online learning may present unexpected challenges or opportunities for growth.
With dedication and perseverance, you can achieve your academic and professional goals through
online learning.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE
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25th Meditation on Columbine
Cole Huling · Monday, April 22nd, 2024

I recently wrote the sentence:

We all had friends in the shooting.

The way those words slice a papercut right through my heart, 25 years simultaneously collapse into
a gasp and stretch to three lifetimes.

Because I’m an American, it was neither the first nor the last time gun violence would rattle my
world. It wasn’t even the last mass shooting that would impact my loved ones.

My best friend was in the shooting.

We all had friends in the shooting.

25 years on, we know the lifelong repercussions this day would have on our community. We know
the stats. We know the hidden lives lost in the decades that followed. But that day, it was all
confusion, fear and pain.

Early, in the first moments of chaos, the news erroneously reported that it happened at Littleton
High School, my school, and friends and family started calling.

Later, I remember being home alone with my brother, silently watching the news on the big TV in
our living room.

The thing that strikes me now, again, freshly–how young we were. How young we all were.

We were 15. We couldn’t even drive yet.

Have you seen a 15-year-old lately? The way their teeth are still settling into their smile, their face
still morphing into a full teenage mask of sass and exuberance? The way their limbs don’t yet
know how to move together gracefully?

My god. It takes your breath away.

I had kissed maybe 3 boys.

We all had friends in the shooting.

I still don’t understand the weight of those words. What this truth did to us. Did it make us better
humans, more likely to reach out? I remember I used to force my company on loners in the
cafeteria, possibly out of kindness. Maybe self-preservation.
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My best friend survived. She continued to survive and survive and survive.

Eventually, against all odds, she started to thrive. There are two of her in my mind. Before Anna
and After Anna. The second, forever, irreparably changed. Impossibly strong. A strength that
should have been unnecessary.

The night after the shooting, or maybe it was that same night, a group of us kids went to IHOP, just
to look at each other’s faces, to be together in community. To eat pancakes piled with fake butter
and syrup. A sense of normalcy, that we were going to survive this. The waitress brought a pitcher
of coffee, and her eyes welled up. “I’m so glad you’re safe,” she said and told us coffee was on the
house.

We all had friends in the shooting.

A fact we carry to this day. A quarter century. A weight we will always carry.

*

(Image by Flickr user Cliff; used under CC BY 2.0 Deed)
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Understanding Meniscus Tears – Diagnosis and Treatment
Our Friends · Monday, April 22nd, 2024

Meniscus tears are a common yet often misunderstood injury that can significantly impact
orthopedic health. These crescent-shaped discs of cartilage play a crucial role in knee joint stability
and function. In this article, we aim to provide readers with a comprehensive understanding of
meniscus tears, including their causes, symptoms, diagnostic procedures, and treatment options.

What are Meniscus Tears?

The meniscus, located between the thigh bone (femur) and shinbone (tibia), acts as a shock
absorber, cushioning the knee joint during movement. Tears in the meniscus can occur in two main
forms: partial and complete tears. Whether from sudden trauma or gradual degeneration, these
tears can compromise the integrity of the knee joint, affecting its stability and range of motion.

Causes of Meniscus Tears:

Meniscus tears can result from various factors, including traumatic incidents such as sudden twists,
pivots, or direct impacts to the knee. Additionally, degenerative changes over time, commonly seen
in older adults, can weaken the meniscus, making it more susceptible to tearing. Several risk
factors, including sports participation, obesity, and previous knee injuries, can increase the
likelihood of experiencing a meniscus tear.
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Traumatic incidents:

Falls, particularly those involving a direct impact to the knee.

High-impact sports activities such as football, basketball, and soccer.

Sudden, forceful movements like twisting or pivoting while the foot is planted.

Degenerative changes:

Age-related wear and tear on the meniscus, leading to thinning and weakening of the cartilage.

Pre-existing conditions such as osteoarthritis, which can accelerate degenerative changes in the

knee joint.

Risk factors:

Participation in activities that involve repetitive knee movements, such as running or squatting.

Excess body weight, which places added stress on the knee joint and increases the risk of injury.

History of previous knee injuries, including ligament tears or fractures, which may predispose

individuals to meniscus tears.

Symptoms of Meniscus Tears:

Recognizing the symptoms of a meniscus tear is crucial for timely intervention. Pain, often
localized to the affected area, is a common symptom, varying in intensity depending on the
severity of the tear. Swelling and inflammation in the knee joint may occur due to fluid buildup,
accompanied by a limited range of motion and a sensation of catching or locking during
movement.

Pain:

Pain may worsen with activities that involve bending or twisting the knee, such as squatting or

climbing stairs.

Some individuals may experience a sharp, stabbing pain during certain movements, while others

may describe a dull, aching sensation that persists over time.

Swelling and inflammation:

Swelling may develop gradually over hours or days following the injury, often appearing as a

noticeable bulge around the knee joint.

Inflammation can contribute to stiffness and discomfort, particularly in the mornings or after

periods of rest.

Limited range of motion:

Individuals with a meniscus tear may find it difficult to fully straighten or bend their knee,

resulting in stiffness and reduced flexibility.

Activities that require deep knee flexion, such as kneeling or squatting, may be particularly

challenging.

Sensation of catching or locking:

Some individuals may experience episodes where the knee feels like it “catches” or “locks”

during movement, typically due to a torn fragment of the meniscus getting caught between the

joint surfaces.

This sensation may be accompanied by a momentary inability to fully extend or flex the knee,
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followed by a sudden release or “popping” sensation.

Diagnostic Procedures for Meniscus Tears:

Proper diagnosis of a meniscus tear involves a combination of physical examination and imaging
tests. During a physical examination, healthcare professionals assess symptoms, knee mobility, and
stability. Imaging tests, such as MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging), provide detailed visualization
of the meniscus and surrounding structures. In some cases, diagnostic arthroscopy, a minimally
invasive procedure, may be performed to directly visualize and assess the extent of the meniscus
tear.

Treatment Options for Meniscus Tears:

Treatment strategies for meniscus tears vary depending on factors such as tear severity, patient age,
and overall knee health. Conservative management approaches may include rest, ice, compression,
and elevation (RICE) therapy, along with physical therapy exercises to strengthen surrounding
muscles and improve knee stability. Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) may be
prescribed for pain relief and swelling reduction.

In cases where conservative measures are insufficient, surgical interventions may be necessary.
Arthroscopic meniscectomy involves the removal of the torn portion of the meniscus, while
meniscus repair aims to suture the torn edges together to promote healing. In severe cases,
meniscal transplantation may be considered, involving the replacement of the damaged meniscus
with donor tissue.

Emerging treatments such as Platelet-rich plasma (PRP) therapy offer promising avenues for
meniscus tear management. PRP for meniscus tear involves the injection of concentrated platelets
from the patient’s own blood to stimulate tissue repair and regeneration, potentially enhancing the
healing process.

Understanding the complexities of meniscus tears is essential for both patients and healthcare
professionals. Early detection and proper diagnosis are key to initiating appropriate treatment and
rehabilitation strategies. We encourage readers to seek medical evaluation if experiencing
symptoms suggestive of a meniscus tear, as timely intervention can significantly improve
outcomes and restore knee health.
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