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The nuances of financial freedom vary significantly across several destinations, continents, and
regions, and so does the approach to building wealth. An individual living in a developing country
might reach financial independence faster due to lower living costs and less stringent tax systems,
while residents of advanced economies like the United States or Japan often face more complex tax
laws. However, the tax system variations in these countries are also what define the measure of
opportunities citizens are exposed to. These contrasts highlight an important factor: financial
freedom is shaped heavily by local economies, taxation policies, and the opportunities available for
personal and professional growth. Based on these metrics, here are some of the best countries
where your adventurous spirit can find financial freedom. 

Choosing the Best Countries for Financial Freedom and
Adventure 

Before we dive into the list of countries we have to share, it’s important to understand what makes
a country the best when striking a balance between financial independence and adventure. These
factors are economic stability, tax advantages, ease of residency, quality of life, and adventure. The
ideal country for you should align with your priorities. Whether you’re more interested in having
fewer tax burdens, need a better and cheaper quality of life, or just an adventurous location that
doesn’t require you to spend much, it’s essential to know what matters most to you before making
the move. 

These factors we highlighted also determine what financial security means from country to
country. CNBC’s Financial Security Survey, conducted among adults in the US and other
countries, confirmed that the amount needed for individuals to feel financially secure varies from
country to country. For instance, among adults in the US, many cited annual incomes of $50,000,
$100,000, $500,000, and even $1 million as the benchmarks for feeling financially comfortable.
This variation underscores how perceptions of wealth and security depend heavily on local living
costs, tax systems, and lifestyle expectations. 

Top Countries for Financial Freedom and Adventures in 2025
Singapore
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When it comes to a perfect blend of adventure and financial stability, Singapore is one of the first
countries that comes to mind. Over the years, it has consistently ranked among the world’s most
stable and competitive economies, as its GDP per capita is also one of the highest globally,
standing strong at $364.2 billion (4.4% growth). Aside from Singapore’s economy, the country’s
progressive but low tax rates make it an attractive location for professionals, forex trading
investors, and entrepreneurs. It has no capital gains tax, and its corporate tax is capped at 17%.
Looking at these metrics, Singapore is one of the best countries to access opportunities, limit tax
burdens, and also profit positively from the country’s economy. In terms of adventure, it is popular
for being one of the most beautiful places to see. There’s a lot of cultural diversity to explore,
entertainment centers, and the city’s most iconic urban adventures. 

United Arab Emirates (UAE)

Dubai in the UAE stands out for those seeking a fast-paced, opportunity-driven environment.
Although the cost of living here can be high, what makes it stand out is that it has zero income,
capital gains, and inheritance tax systems. For this reason, many residents still get to take home
much more than they would in other prime locations. Economically, the country also has a world-
class infrastructure and a thriving business environment that makes it a beacon to some of the
biggest companies in the world. The adventures in the UAE speak for themselves. Beyond
business, it is one of the most visited cities in the world, ranking among the top global tourist
destinations for several consecutive years. 

Portugal

Although Portugal is not classified amongst the richest countries in Europe, and is behind others
like Luxembourg and Norway, it is a particularly great choice for retirement, people seeking a
lower cost of living, great financial benefits, like tax advantages, and visas for independent
individuals. This explains why it is also one of Europe’s most popular destinations for expats and
remote workers seeking a balance between cost and quality of life. Like we’ve mentioned earlier,
financial freedom can be subjective in some cases, and if what Portugal offers is what you

https://www.oanda.com/us-en/trading/forex/
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prioritize, then it could be one of the best options to consider in Europe. For adventure seekers,
Portugal offers a wealth of experiences, ranging from surfing the waves of Nazare to exploring the
country’s centuries-old castles and preserved historical sites. 

New Zealand
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New Zealand consistently ranks high in global quality of life indexes. Its strong economy and
transparent financial system make it an excellent base for those who value stability. The country
also has a straightforward tax structure with no capital gains tax on most investments, no
inheritance tax, and no social security tax. In terms of its job market, New Zealand’s labor sector
has good employment opportunities in sectors like healthcare, technology, agriculture, and skilled
trades. Lastly, New Zealand is one of the most breathtaking adventurous countries in the world,
offering all the thrills from skiing and kayaking to bungee jumping and several experiences
through stunning landscapes.

Malaysia

Malaysia is one of Southeast Asia’s most underrated gems and a good option for those seeking
financial freedom without sacrificing comfort. The country has a relatively low cost of living and
reasonable tax systems that appeal to nomads, retirees, and employees. There are also other
policies that make it a convenient destination to settle and build wealth. For instance, the Malaysia
My Second Home (MM2H) program allows foreigners to obtain long-term residency, making it
easier to settle and invest in the country’s growing economy. Beyond the financial appeal,
Malaysia also offers an adventure-filled lifestyle and is one of the most visited tourist destinations
in the region. 

Starting Your Path to Financial Freedom 

Regardless of where you choose to stay, building wealth takes time. It is, however, important to
know that your location determines how long it takes to achieve the stability most people work
towards. At the same time, you should also know that the little adventures you have contribute to
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your overall quality of life. We hope this piece has brought you closer to finding the right balance. 
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