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Compact, Efficient, Revolutionary: Meet the Laifen SE Lite
Our Friends · Monday, December 9th, 2024

In the case of hair dryers, the Laifen SE Lite is a new generation product. This hair dryer is not one
of those huge hair dryers and yet it is not lacking in power, which makes it highly suitable for those
people who are in a hurry, who want to dry their hair as fast as possible and who also want their
hair dryer to be compact and easy to carry around.

A New Standard in Hair Dryers

The Laifen SE Lite is not only a regular blow dryer; it is a professional tool for contemporary
people. It only weighs 1.1 pounds, which makes it much lighter than most ordinary dryers which
are usually over 2 pounds. This makes it suitable for extended styling periods without the sort of
tiredness that comes with most bulky tools. However, do not let the compactness of the Laifen SE
Lite fool you as it does not lack on the power where it has a 1800W motor for powerful airflow for
faster and better drying of hair.

Why It’s the Choice for Efficiency and Design

The most unique feature of Laifen SE Lite is the ratio of performance to the size of the speaker.
Unlike many other small dryers, the SE Lite has a strong blow, so it will suit any type of hair.
Because of compactness, efficient technology and easy to maneuver, it stands as a top contender
for those who require a portable dryer that is efficient in its performance.

Advanced Technology for Efficient Drying

The Laifen SE Lite is designed to dry your hair as quickly as possible, but without any harm from
heat styling, thanks to its 1400W motor. It has several heat and speed controls to enable the users
to choose the most appropriate one depending on hair type. It also sustains lower temperatures
which prevents over heating while providing a powerful air flow for faster drying.

Performance and User Experience

The Laifen SE Lite has a good construction which is enhanced by the use of quality materials to
make the product, and the motor is powerful enough to take the workload of daily use.

While the brand Laifen SE Lite has not disappointed in terms of the myriad of features, it does not
disappoint in terms of real-world performance either.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/compact-efficient-revolutionary-meet-the-laifen-se-lite/
https://eu.laifentech.com/products/laifen-se-lite-high-speed-hair-dryer
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Speed and Effectiveness in Drying Hair

The drying time is considerably shorter with the Lightweight hair dryer. Thanks to the 1400W
motor, the hair dryer dries hair fast but in a very efficient manner. The drying cycle which
normally lasts for about 15-20 minutes with the conventional dryers can be chopped down to 10
minutes. For thick, curly hair or thin, straight hair, this dryer will get the job done in half the time
without causing frizz or damaging hair.

Comfort and Ease of Use

The design of the Laifen SE Lite is one of its biggest advantages, and it is ergonomically friendly.
The handle is easy to grip and it doesn’t strain the wrist, especially when using it for a long period
of time, and it is also light. The controls are simplistic and easy to master and this should suit
anyone who wants hassle free technology in their hair care appliances.

Noise Level and Heat distribution

The Laifen SE Lite is relatively less noisy as compared to many high powered dryers are. This
means that it can be used at any one’s convenience during the day and at night without causing
inconveniences to its neighbors. Furthermore, this model is equipped with an even heat distribution
feature that makes sure hair is dried evenly and does not form what we call hot spots which are
dangerous to hair.

Is it worth to buy?

Comparing all the features, its working capacity and the price that has been set for it provides
Laifen SE Lite as the best hair dryer for people who are looking forward to buying a small yet
efficient dryer.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

Posted in Check This Out | No Comments »

Fan, Quilt: Deadly Games, Family Reunion
David Sheward · Friday, December 6th, 2024

Robert O’Hara’s scalding new comedy Shit. Meet. Fan. was sold out before it even opened, and
it’s riotously funny, as were his previous works Bootycandy and Barbecue, but it’s not really
anything new. The hit status can be attributed to a cast stuffed with familiar TV names (such as
Neil Patrick Harris, Jane Krakowski, Debra Messing and Constance Wu) and a limited run in a
small Off-Broadway space at MCC Theater. The script is based on Paolo Genovese’s 2016 Italian
film called Perfect Strangers which has had many remakes in various languages and the basic

https://eu.laifentech.com/pages/lightweight-hair-dryer
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/check-this-out/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/compact-efficient-revolutionary-meet-the-laifen-se-lite/#comment
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premise is familiar from numerous American plays. As in Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? and
The Boys in the Band, a group of friends gather for an evening of cocktails, but a seemingly
harmless party game reveals uncomfortable truths and relationships are altered or shattered. The
modern twist here is all seven guests are required to leave their cell phones on a table for an hour
and whatever messages, texts, calls or email come in must be shared with the entire group.

Debra Messing and Jane Krakowski in Shit. Meet. Fan.

Credit: Julieta Cervantes

Naturally, each of the participants has at least one secret, mostly of a sexual nature, to hide and
they all come spilling out electronically, often to hilarious results. Even though the format and
revelations are hardly surprising, the magic trick here is how O’Hara as both playwright and
director pulls back the curtain to expose them and how the expert cast reacts to their characters’
metaphorical nakedness as the titular action unfolds. As author, O’Hara plants seeds of details
early in the evening which blossom into riotous embarrassment and conflict. No spoilers, but a pair
of earrings and a necklace become very important and the switching of two cellphones leads to the
funniest bits of the entire show.

As director, O’Hara stages the roundelay of betrayal on Clint Ramos’ elegant, two-level set like a
commanding ringmaster, cracking his whip to get the maximum laughs at precisely the right
moment. Watch how two of the wives not-so-subtly move as one on the sofa so as to eavesdrop
more easily to the warring twosome who just dropped a huge source of struggle. In another
masterful piece of staging, O’Hara often has all seven of the partygoers having their own
individual business, but, with the aid of Alex Jainchill’s clever lighting, we know exactly where to
look. Yes, this is a formula play of sorts, but it’s directed and acted with such professional polish,
the familiar structure doesn’t interfere with having a non-stop laugh riot.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/shit3-julietacervantes-culturaldaily.jpg
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Garret Dillahunt, Debra Messing, Tramell Tillman, Michael Oberholtzer, and Constance Wu in Shit.

Meet. Fan.

Credit: Julieta Cervantes

The cast of eight (the additional character is the sexually precocious teenaged daughter of the
homeowners) has a grand time dissecting these deceivers. Messing provides the most interesting
characterization as the hot-mess alcoholic Claire (perhaps a reference to the alcoholic sister in
Albee’s A Delicate Balance?). She covers up Claire’s rage and guilt with gossip-mongering and
giggles, finally revealing her shattered soul in a blatant tour de force of exhibitionism. Krakowski
and Harris spar admirably as the battling hosts. Garret Dillahunt and Michael Oberholtzer skillfully
embody childish frat boys in adult bodies. Trammel Tillman has the difficult task as the sole
African-American friend, acting as the group’s conscious and delivering the playwright’s message
in a big “eff-you” monologue to his pals. He manages to pull it off as does Wu as Oberholtzer’s
Asian girlfriend uncovering her own buried anger. Genevieve Hannelius adds snark as the bratty
teen.

There are flaws here. The high number of indiscretions and infidelities stretches credulity and the
fact that the two minority characters are the only ones even relatively not repulsive is a bit heavy-
handed. But these caveats dissolve in a salvo of screaming laughter.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/shit2-julieta-cervantes-cultural-daily.jpg
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Lauren E. Banks, Mirirai, Adrienne C. Moore, Susan Kelechi Watson, and Crystal Dickinson in The

Blood Quilt.

Credit: Julieta Cervantes

Like Shit. Meet. Fan., Katori Hall’s The Blood Quilt at Lincoln Center’s Off-Broadway Mitzi E.
Newhouse Theater, employs a familiar plot structure which it overcomes with strong acting and
direction. This is yet another family dysfunction play where surviving, estranged siblings gather at
the homestead to reveal secrets and confront long-held grudges after the death of a beloved/hated
parent (depending on which sibling you are.) We’ve seen this type of show already once this
season with Jez Butterworth’s The Hills of California.

Set in set designer Adam Rigg’s homey “country chic” cabin on an island off the coast of Georgia
in 2015, Hall’s quartet of African-American sisters, like their white British counterparts in
Butterworth’s play, have plenty of past regrets to unearth. They share a mother who has just passed
away but each has a different father. In addition to family connections, what binds them together is
an annual quilting ritual where they sign the corners of their work in blood.

Eldest sister Clementine (feisty and furious Crystal Dickinson) had been caring for her invalid
mother and is now confronted with a massive tax debt. Gio (volcanic Adrienne C. Moore), a
Mississippi-based police officer, resents her mom’s neglect and takes it out on the youngest
daughter Amber (complex Lauren E. Banks), an entertainment lawyer whose high salary has
helped pay for her family’s various needs. Cassan, short for Cassandra (sturdy Susan Kelechi
Watson), is an Army nurse whose marriage to a career soldier is on shaky ground. Her daughter
Zambia (a delightfully enthusiastic Mirirai) is going through many identity crises including her
religion and sexuality.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/bloodquilt1-julieta-cervantes-culturaldaily.jpg
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Susan Kelechi Watson, Crystal Dickinson, Lauren E. Banks and Adrienne C. Moore in

The Blood Quilt.

Credit: Julieta Cervantes

At close to three hours, Hall’s drama is infused with poetry and pathos and she deftly explores
themes of family history vs. practicality as the sisters struggle to save their heritage, confront
ghosts, and find their identities. But this Quilt could use some cutting. Each sibling has her own
revelation and accompanying dramatic monologue and, like the secrets in Shit. Meet. Fan., they
tend to pile up and feel repetitive. After you think nothing more can happen following the first-act
curtain, more plots twists and turns are added after intermission. Without revealing any spoilers,
there are elements of The Color Purple and The Piano Lesson in an already crowded script as the
women clash and collide over their past and finally reach a resolution on their uncertain future.

Director Lileana Blain-Cruz keeps the action moving and holds our attention even as the action
borders on melodrama. Jiyoun Chang’s lighting and Jeanette Oi-Suk Yew’s projections evoke the
surrounding waters of the family’s island home and create an atmosphere alternating between
cozy-warm and spooky-frightening. Each of the five-member cast commits fully to their
objectives, balancing Hall’s mysticism with gritty realism. Moore is particularly moving in a
recreation of childhood trauma and Dickinson is commanding as the eldest sister striving to
maintain her authority and loving compassion.

As with the titular quilt the characters work on over the course of the play, there are many
fascinating pieces in Hall’s work, it’s just a little overwhelming to take in all of them in one sitting.

Shit. Meet. Fan.: Nov. 18—Dec. 15. MCC Theater Space, 511 W. 52nd St., NYC. Running
time: one hour and 45 mins. with no intermission. mcctheater.org.

The Blood Quilt: Nov. 21—Dec. 29. Lincoln Center Theater at the Mitzi Newhouse Theater,
150 W. 65th St., NYC. Running time: two hours and 45 mins. including intermission. lct.org.

Posted in Theatre, Reviews, Performing | No Comments »

http://mcctheater.org
https://lct.org
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/theatre/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/discourse/reviews/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/fan-quilt-deadly-games-family-reunion/#comment
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3 reasons to invest in altcoins ? and how to simplify portfolio
allocation
Our Friends · Friday, December 6th, 2024

Bitcoin was the first cryptocurrency in circulation, shapeshifting the financial industry by
introducing decentralization, transparency, and immutability into a fully centralized ecosystem.
Unfortunately, after becoming an important asset, Bitcoin’s volatility surpasses investors’
capabilities to handle it. 

Therefore, alternative cryptocurrencies ? altcoins ? appeared to help investors and developers
increase their chances for profit. Altcoins have complex utility cases, ensuring investors have a
plethora of options to choose from. For example, Dogecoin rose in popularity due to its social
impact in communities on Reddit and Twitter. Users follow the Dogecoin price and reward artists
on social media for their content. 

So, investing in altcoins has numerous benefits, from accessing innovative technologies to
diversifying their portfolios. However, tens of thousands of altcoins are on the market, some of
which projects are dead due to being outdated. So, how can you make better use of altcoins?

DOGE altcoin is a popular alternative to Bitcoin.

Altcoin classification 

Altcoins are any other coin than Bitcoin because they were created as a solution for its massive
volatility, transaction prices, and mining complexity. These assets are so vast that we can

https://www.culturaldaily.com/3-reasons-to-invest-in-altcoins-and-how-to-simplify-portfolio-allocation/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/3-reasons-to-invest-in-altcoins-and-how-to-simplify-portfolio-allocation/
https://www.binance.com/en/price/dogecoin
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categorize them into five groups:

Stablecoins are pegged to currencies like the US dollar to counteract volatility, such as Tether;

Utility tokens are specific to particular ecosystems, like the BNB coin to the Binance Smart

Chain;

Meme coins are part of the pop culture memes, so we talk about Dogecoin or Pepe coin;

Mining-based coins use mining to verify transactions, like Litecoin;

Forks are new coins from the same blockchain with improved features, including Ethereum

Classic;

Each altcoin has a different use case across environments, which is why its values are so different.
Miners, developers, and nodes leverage altcoins for specific reasons, compared with investors who
only seek to profit from them. At the same time, there are many reasons to include altcoins in an
investment portfolio. 

Altcoins are affordable 

Bitcoin is revolutionary, but it’s also getting more and more difficult for beginners in the industry
to acquire. Of course, you can buy small amounts of Bitcoin since it’s made of 100 million Satoshi
units. Therefore, you may be able to buy as little as $1 worth in Satoshi, but this requires investors
to support the portfolio with alternatives. 

That’s why altcoins are the best solution. They’re affordable, and many have reached considerable
value and market trust. For instance, Solana, Cardano, and Tether are the most well-known altcoin
projects, and they’re renowned for their low fees and fast transaction times. 

As a beginner, you can invest in multiple altcoins across the market to increase your portfolio’s
value. Check for small-cap currencies like Pepe Unchained, Flockerz, or Sponge V2 to spread out
your investments. 

Altcoins are rewarding

One of the best things about altcoins is that even if you’re not a beginner and like to play with
market values, numerous rising altcoin projects spark interest. In many cases, new altcoins have
gained rapid traction since their launch and can leverage great returns. 

This is the case of meme coins, primarily because they’re based on popular memes through which
communities worldwide bond. The Dogecoin was based on the Shiba Inu dog photographed in
2010, which started a cultural movement online and in advertising. The Pepe coin was also
established on Pepe the Frog, which has been an ongoing meme since 2005. 

When these coins appeared on the market, many people invested in them as a joke, but soon, things
became serious when their values exploded. Therefore, they brought significant rewards to early
investors. However, the tricky thing about them is they can stagnate for a good time until they
carry back utility.

Altcoins are short-term investments 

Investing in crypto can become profitable faster and easier with altcoins. While everyone advises
that long-term investments are safer, short-term investments bring more liquidity and fewer risks

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/l/liquidity.asp


9

Cultural Daily - 9 / 43 - 09.12.2024

due to less exposure to market fluctuations. 

At the same time, altcoins offer flexibility in investments, so you can change your positions and
market conditions easier than investing for the long term. However, this requires more significant
effort in researching altcoins and their features, as well as understanding market volatility and
indexes. 

Following whale movements (big players on the market) can help monitor its movements and help
you change your positions quickly. For example, if a whale sells a lot of crypto from their wallets,
it might showcase an upcoming price drop and vice versa.

How do you allocate altcoins in your portfolio? 

One of the biggest problems with alternative crypto stands right in their best features ?their
newness. While many altcoins start as impressive on the market and are welcomed with
enthusiasm from investors, they’ll soon lose all the spark and add to the multitude of dead altcoins.

Some say that more than half of the market’s cryptocurrencies have failed since 2020, so we don’t
truly have that many altcoins to invest in. Out of the approximate 20,000 coins in existence, only
the top 20 are already part of 90% of the market, according to Statista. 

Therefore, there’s no way to tell if the altcoin project you invest in will have a long life. The truth
is that many fun altcoins have no use cases or utility, so they’re not set for success. In addition,
some crypto projects are simple scams for which you must pay close attention before investing
your money.

Look for clear signs like promises of high guaranteed returns and anonymous teams behind these
projects to determine if the altcoin is to be trusted. In addition, the lack of regulatory compliance
might mean the project is unsafe since it doesn’t adhere to KYC (Know Your Customer) and AML
(Anti-Money Laundering) policies. Even if they’re decentralized, altcoins must follow some
guidelines. 

What do you think about altcoins now? 

Alternative cryptocurrency aims to provide users and investors with a Bitcoin alternative since it
tends to get volatile and expensive. Therefore, every coin that’s not a store of value asset is an
altcoin, including Ethereum, Dogecoin, and Tether. These cryptocurrencies are essential for the
market, and investors should look into them because they’re affordable, rewarding, and allow for
short-term investing. 

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TO CULTURAL DAILY.

Posted in Cryptocurrency | No Comments »

https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/cryptocurrency/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/3-reasons-to-invest-in-altcoins-and-how-to-simplify-portfolio-allocation/#comment
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Here’s How to Save Money When Moving During Christmas
Our Friends · Friday, December 6th, 2024

Moving from one location to another, can be hectic but can save you a lot of expenses. During this
season, saving money while relocating requires well-thought-out strategies to implement. 

Uncertain about what you should do to save money while moving? If so, no worries at all; we’ll
not let your guard down anymore! Here’s a detailed guide on how to save money while relocating
during Christmas. 

1. Find Affordable Packing Supplies

Rather than investing in brand-new packing supplies, it’s advisable to source used boxes from local
retailers, grocery stores, or online marketplaces. You can also ask your friends and family if they
have packing supplies from their previous moves. 

Be sure to cushion fragile items. But how? You can make use of old newspapers, towels, or
blankets as alternative solutions to bubble wraps. What’s more, if you visit local thrift stores, you
can find the best yet affordable boxes and packing materials, saving you more money during
Christmas moving. 

2. Declutter and Donate Before You Pack

There’s no doubt that the Christmas holidays are a perfect time for reflection and giving back. Start
by looking through your belongings. This way, you’ll identify items you won’t need or use
anymore. It’s wise to donate unnecessary clothes, toys, and household items to local charities or
shelter homes. 

Making this move will not only reduce your burden but also provide you with a tax deduction
while moving. Be mindful that the fewer items you have to pack and move, the more money you’ll
save on transport and packing supplies. 

3. Engage in Do-it-Yourself Packing 

Next, you need to pack all the necessary items by yourself. If you take professional help, you’ll
have to pay them a higher amount. Start the packing process early to avoid last-minute rush and
hassles. Don’t forget to label boxes so that you can find essential things when you arrive at your
new home. 

To ensure you’ll get tired of the ongoing packing endeavor, invite your friends for your assistance.
They will work with you in exchange for holiday treats or a small gathering. This mutual
experience will make the entire packing process more enjoyable and efficient.

4. Get Moving Quotes from Various Firms

Moving to a new destination safely can’t be possible without a competent moving firm. So,
research and gather quotes from multiple moving companies. Never stick to the first estimate.
Always compare pricing structures and services so you’ll figure out the most budget-friendly
option. 

https://www.culturaldaily.com/heres-how-to-save-money-when-moving-during-christmas/
https://safeshipmoving.com/moving-during-holidays-a-quick-guide/
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Be on the lookout for seasonal deals and discounts – especially during holidays when some moving
firms might facilitate promotions. If you remain flexible in your moving dates, you might be able
to save more money by avoiding peak moving dates. 

5. Be Careful While Creating a Budget 

Now is the time to create a well-thought-out budget that contains all expected expenses for moving
during Christmas. Remember to include packing materials, transportation, and any charges from
moving firms. Make sure to include unexpected costs that may arise while moving. 

Keep tabs on where your spending goes. Doing so will help you stick with your established budget
and make adjustments if needed. In addition, you’ll also stay more organized and well aware-of
how you can prevent financial surprises during this hectic time.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TO CULTURAL DAILY

Posted in Check This Out | No Comments »

Revisiting Old Town Pasadena 
R. Daniel Foster · Friday, December 6th, 2024

More than a decade had passed since I explored Old Town Pasadena. I was initially lured by a visit
to the Norton Simon Museum’s new exhibit, Plugged-In: Art and Electric Light with installations
by Andy Warhol, Dan Flavin and Allen Ruppersberg, and others. However, I decided to stay for a
few nights to indulge in a truly immersive Old Town experience.

After checking in to the newly remodeled Courtyard by Marriott, a few blocks north of Colorado

Boulevard, I took a short orientation walk. The architecture of late 19th and early 20th century
buildings line every block: Beaux-Arts, Art Deco, Mission Revival, and Italianate. Each building
tells a story.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/nextavenue/2018/07/15/the-6-nasty-financial-surprises-for-divorcing-women/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/check-this-out/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/heres-how-to-save-money-when-moving-during-christmas/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/revisiting-old-town-pasadena/
https://www.nortonsimon.org/exhibitions/2020-2029/plugged-in-art-and-electric-light/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/laxot-courtyard-los-angeles-pasadena-old-town/overview/
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The lobby of Courtyard by Marriott in Old Town Pasadena. Photo courtesy of Courtyard by Marriott.

By contrast, the Marriot is a mere 25 years old, but a recent $12.8 million renovation of the 314-
room property nicely pairs with traditional Pasadena styles. The renovation was completed in
February 2024.

“We asked ourselves, how can we take Pasadena and synthesize that into a hotel, drawing on the
craftsman influence?” says Craig Ballard, Managing Partner of Dauntless Capital Partners, which
bought the hotel in late 2021. The property blends Art Deco, modernist touches, and the venerable
Pasadena style.

A Modernist Lobby Worthy of Calder and Twombly

I had prepared myself for the usual cookie-cutter Marriott Courtyard experience. But designer
Rodrigo Vargas of RVD Associates, who mastered the renovation, transcended the standard boxy
Courtyard look. Vargas’ portfolio includes five-star luxury hotels and resorts, including Orange
County’s Waldorf Astoria Monarch Beach, and Sam Lords Castle in Barbados.

Upon entering, the Marriott front desk lobby hits you like a modernist art installation. Abstract art
covers the upper walls–a maze of black scribbles, no doubt inspired by artist Cy Twombly who
created calligraphic works drawing on graffiti traditions. Black and white lights are suspended
from the ceiling like mobiles, a nod to Alexander Calder’s kinetic mobile sculptures.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/lobby.jpg
https://www.rodrigovargasdesign.com/
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The modernist lobby in Pasadena’s Courtyard by Marriott. Photo courtesy of Courtyard by Marriott.

The lobby’s initial abstract introduction is softened by the lobby’s warm earth tones: tan, beige,
mustard, and moss. A fireplace adds warmth to the open space (although it’s electric and merely an
illusion). That space opens to a bar and cafe. But more on Marriott later.

The Marriott’s modernist lobby was matched with more art a 15-minute walk away. The Norton
Simon Museum’s galleries are rich in Van Goghs (although one is on loan to the National Gallery
in Britain, part of its Poets & Lovers Van Gogh exhibition), Raphaels, Rubens, and Rembrandts, to
cite the Old Master collection. After viewing the museum’s current exhibit, Plugged-In: Art and
Electric Light. I did another walking tour.

Pasadena’s Venerable Architecture

Castle Green is less than a ten-minute walk from the Marriott. The late 19th century Moorish
Colonial and Spanish-style building rises seven stories next to the city’s Central Park. A former
luxury resort catering largely to easterners, Frederick Roehrig who lavished the building with
pillars, arches, verandahs, balconies, and domes designed the romantic edifice. The hotel was
converted into residential apartments in 1924. The Pasadena treasure is a nationally registered
historic monument.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/front-desk-lobby.jpg
https://castlegreen.com/
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The towers of Old Town Pasadena’s Castle Green. Photo: R. Daniel Foster.

Walking a block east, I discovered a building that has since been incorporated into the Castle
Green complex: the Wooster Building on the corner of Fair Oaks Avenue and Green Street. The
1887 building was built as the home of Throop University, which later became Caltech. The upper
stories and roof have been altered, but much of the look from street level remains intact.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/castle-green.jpeg
https://martinturnbull.com/2024/06/08/the-wooster-building-on-the-southeast-corner-of-fair-oaks-ave-and-green-st-pasadena-california-circa-late-1800s-2/
https://www.caltech.edu/map/landmark_ajax/563/history/details
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Old Town Pasadena’s Wooster Building. Photo: R. Daniel Foster.

Nearby, on Colorado Boulevard, I happened on the Dodsworth Building constructed in 1902.
Designed by Joseph Blick, the building’s upper scrollwork and inset medallions are striking. When
Colorado was widened around 1930, Walter Folland redesigned it, according to one account. He
also altered the Bear Building nearby–its ornate arches and carved heads soaring above modern
shops.

I had lunch at the Nostalgic Cafe, 27 E. Holly Street, just around the corner from the Marriott. The
eatery’s overstuffed look was a great match for a slow meal. The space is packed with antiques and
curiosities. There’s a “Memory Lane” corner where you can look through old photographs and
letters. All told, it’s a great place just to sit and muse.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/wooster.jpeg
https://www.culturaldaily.com//mparchitects.com/architecture/xx_colorado-boulevard-dodsworth-building
https://whaleshark.smugmug.com/Architecture/Old-Pasadena/i-33NNQG5
https://www.nostalgic-cafe.com/
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Old Town Pasadena’s Nostalgic Cafe. Photo: R. Daniel Foster.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/nostalgic-cafe.jpeg
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The cozy Nostalgic Cafe interior. Photo: R. Daniel Foster.

A Full Bistro and Bar Back at the Hotel

My meals at the Marriott were not steeped in such vintage surroundings but were good. The
property’s bar and cafe stand out from other Marriott Courtyard properties, which merely host a
grab-and-go Starbucks station, and maybe a few muffins. The Pasadena property has a full bistro
and bar serving craft cocktails and dinner. The menu isn’t extensive, but the basics were well-
presented and delicious. There’s also a breakfast buffet, another deviation from the Marriott
Courtyard brand.

The hotel attracts a business clientele during the week, partly drawing from nearby Jet Propulsion
Laboratory, East West Bank, Tetra Tech, and other tech companies. Weekends bring leisure
travelers, many are younger. Situated at the gateway to Old Town, the property is well-placed near
the vibrant street scene and nightlife. It’s also within walking distance of the Pasadena Convention
Center.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/nostalgic-int.jpeg
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The Courtyard by Marriott indeed has a courtyard–with a fire pit, pool, sitting areas, and a Jacuzzi.

Photo: R. Daniel Foster.

The U-shaped Marriott has a modest gym, about 6,000 square feet of meeting space, and an
outdoor courtyard with sitting areas. The courtyard includes a fire pit, pool, and Jacuzzi. I
recommend rooms around the first-level pool, which opens into the courtyard. If you stay on an
upper north-facing floor, however, you’ll get a terrific view of one of the oldest churches in Los
Angeles County: St. Andrew’s Catholic Church. Its striking Romanesque Revival campanile bell
tower, built in 1927, was modeled after the Basilica of St. Sabina in Rome.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/courtyard.jpeg
https://www.saintandrewpasadena.org/
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St. Andrew’s Catholic Church can be seen from north-facing

Marriott rooms. Photo courtesy of Courtyard by Marriott.

Posted in Travel, Lifestyle | No Comments »

How Do Custom Vinyl Stickers Enhance Branding?
Our Friends · Thursday, December 5th, 2024

Branding is a very successful practice in today’s world of business. Custom vinyl stickers can be a
very powerful and multi-faceted mechanism for brand enhancement offering businesses, whether
small or large, and affordable means to increase visibility and create lasting impressions. This
complete guide describes how custom vinyl stickers can redefine your branding strategies and help
your company stand out in the marketplace.

Understanding Brand Enhancement Through Custom Vinyl

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/church.jpg
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/lifestyle/travel/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/lifestyle/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/revisiting-old-town-pasadena/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-do-custom-vinyl-stickers-enhance-branding/
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Stickers

Truly the main power of custom vinyl stickers in branding is their versatility and durability.
There’s no denying that these adhesive marketing tools allow businesses to use their practical side
along with their creative selves for showcasing their brand firm identity by being placed in all
different settings and applications.

The Impact of Visual Branding

Branding through visual imagery is instrumental in how the consumers perceive and remember
your business. Custom vinyl stickers serve as visual constituent for the purpose of enhancing your
branding recognition to various touch points. Their durability ensures your brand message remains
visible and professional-looking for extended periods.

Why Choose Custom Vinyl Stickers for Branding?

Value-added benefits of using personalized vinyl stickers for promotion include:

Long-lasting durability in various environments

Cost-effective marketing solution

Versatile application options

Professional appearance

Customizable designs and sizes

Weather-resistant properties

Easy installation and removal

High-quality print options

Excellent color retention

Wide range of finishes

Strategic Applications for Brand Enhancement
Retail Store Branding

Retail environments benefit significantly from custom vinyl stickers. Vinyl applications can
enhance window displays, indoor signage, and product displays. With these stickers, customers
associate a seamless brand experience inside the store with your identity.

Vehicle Branding

Transform company vehicles into mobile advertising platforms with custom vinyl stickers. From
simple door logos to full vehicle wraps, vinyl applications offer excellent visibility and durability.
The professional appearance of well-designed vehicle graphics helps establish credibility while
increasing brand exposure.

Product Packaging Enhancement

Custom vinyl stickers elevate product packaging with professional labeling and branding elements.
They can include important product information while maintaining brand consistency. The water-
resistant properties make them ideal for products that may be exposed to moisture or handling.

https://vograce.com/collections/custom-stickers
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Maximizing Brand Impact
Design Principles for Brand Recognition

Creating effective custom vinyl stickers requires careful consideration of design principles. Color
should be in harmony with a brand palette, clearly and consistently displaying typography in
accordance with brand guidelines. The appearance should be simple enough for recognition from
many distances, while at the same time maintaining visual interaction.

Color Psychology in Branding

Understanding color psychology helps create more effective branded stickers. Each stroke of color
evoked a different range of emotions and associations. Choose colors in your custom vinyl stickers
that express not only your brand but most importantly your target audience’s emotional triggers.

Size and Placement Strategies

The effectiveness of custom vinyl stickers in branding depends greatly on proper size selection and
strategic placement. Consider viewing distance, surface area, and surrounding environment when
determining sticker dimensions. Placement should maximize visibility while maintaining
professional appearance.

Industry-Specific Applications
Retail and Hospitality

In retail and hospitality settings, custom vinyl stickers create welcoming environments while
reinforcing brand identity. From storefront windows to interior decor, these applications help
establish a consistent brand experience throughout the customer journey.

Corporate Office Branding

Office environments benefit from custom vinyl stickers through professional signage and branded
spaces. From reception areas to conference rooms, vinyl applications help create a cohesive
corporate identity while providing necessary information and direction.

Event and Exhibition Branding

Custom vinyl stickers prove invaluable for event branding and exhibition displays. Temporary
applications allow for professional branding of event spaces while ensuring easy removal
afterward. The versatility of vinyl makes it perfect for creating engaging branded environments.

Technical Considerations
Material Selection

Choosing the right vinyl material is crucial for branding success. Different applications require
specific vinyl types, from permanent outdoor installations to temporary indoor displays.
Understanding material properties ensures optimal performance and longevity.

Installation Requirements
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Professional installation ensures maximum impact from your custom vinyl stickers. Surface
preparation, temperature conditions, and application techniques all affect the final result. Proper
installation maintains a professional appearance and extends the life of your branded elements.

Maintenance and Longevity

Maintaining branded vinyl applications helps preserve their professional appearance. Regular
cleaning and inspection prevent degradation and ensure your brand continues to make a positive
impression. The professionalism of branded elements will also be extended by ensuring proper
installation.

Digital Integration
QR Codes and Interactive Elements

Modern branding often incorporates digital elements through custom vinyl stickers. QR codes and
NFC tags can be integrated into designs, creating interactive experiences that connect physical
branding with digital content. This integration enhances customer engagement and provides
valuable marketing opportunities.

Social Media Integration

Custom vinyl stickers can support social media marketing efforts by including social handles,
hashtags, or calls to action. It helps to finally tie together both physical and digital presence of a
brand into encouraging customer engagement from various platforms.

Cost-Effectiveness and ROI
Budget Considerations

Custom vinyl stickers offer excellent return on investment for branding purposes. The initial cost is
typically lower than many other forms of permanent signage, while the durability ensures long-
term value. Strategic use of vinyl applications can maximize marketing impact while minimizing
expenses.

Measuring Brand Impact

Tracking the effectiveness of custom vinyl stickers in branding requires monitoring various
metrics. Customer engagement, brand recognition, and social media mentions can all indicate
success. Understanding these metrics helps optimize future branding strategies.

Environmental Considerations
Sustainable Options

The organic businesses may elect the eco-friendly vinyl for their branding. However, these
materials and other manufacturing options work together to lower the environmental footprint
without compromising professional quality. This philosophy of raising brand perception can be
possible.

Disposal and Recycling
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Proper disposal of vinyl materials should be considered in branding strategies. Some manufacturers
offer recycling programs for vinyl waste. Understanding disposal options helps maintain
environmental responsibility while updating branded elements.

Future Trends
Innovation in Materials

Advances in vinyl technology continue to expand branding possibilities. New materials offer
enhanced durability, improved sustainability, and innovative features. Staying informed about
material developments helps businesses leverage new opportunities for brand enhancement.

Digital Integration Trends

The future of branded vinyl applications increasingly involves digital integration. From augmented
reality features to smart materials, technological advances create new ways to engage customers
through branded elements. These trends are understood as keeping a business competitive.

Frequently Asked Questions
How long can you expect custom vinyl stickers for branding
identification purposes to last?

Outdoor longevity of custom vinyl stickers is generally found between three to seven years, while
indoor durability can stretch for much longer. With good installation and proper maintenance, it
can extended this lifespan. Factors affecting durability include exposure to elements, surface type,
and quality of materials used.

Can custom vinyl stickers be removed without damaging surfaces?

Yes, most custom vinyl stickers can be safely removed, especially when using appropriate removal
techniques. Heating the vinyl slightly often helps with removal. However, testing in an
inconspicuous area is recommended before full removal.

What surfaces work best for branded vinyl applications?

Smooth, clean surfaces typically provide the best results for custom vinyl stickers. Glass, metal,
plastic, and painted surfaces usually work well. Surface preparation and proper installation
techniques ensure optimal adhesion and appearance.

How should branded vinyl applications be maintained?

Its usual care is adequate with mild soap and water. Don’t use any strong chemicals or abusive
scratches that would harm the vinyl. Periodic inspection helps identify any issues requiring
attention.

Is it cost effective for business branding with custom vinyl stickers?

Indeed, custom vinyl stickers are an excellent form of branding value. Over time, they prove to be
very durable, flexible, and have a professional appearance with an upfront cost that is relatively
cheap. They can be applied strategically for maximum impact in marketing at reduced costs.
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Conclusion

These custom vinyl stickers are a strong tool for enhancement of your brand. They offer multiple
opportunities to a business to create its visibility and establish a memorable impression in an
individual or market at minimal costs. Their applications range from retail environments to
corporate spaces; they are virtually limitless, allowing consistent brand messaging across very
wide-ranging platforms and locations.

The success of custom vinyl stickers in branding relies on understanding their capabilities,
choosing appropriate materials, and implementing effective design strategies. When properly
executed, vinyl applications can significantly contribute to brand recognition and customer
engagement while maintaining professional appearance and durability.

As technology develops and new materials become available, the prospect for branded
personalized vinyl stickers will go on increasing. Those businesses that capitalize on these
advancements while maintaining their focus on production quality and product consistency will
find that vinyl applications are an incredibly useful tool in their branding arsenal.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE
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The Impact of Personalized Promotional Products in Customer
Experience
Our Friends · Thursday, December 5th, 2024

The competitive arena has compelled businesses to establish a rapport with customers. Unique
promotional products are one such technique that can help in brand building. Personalization in
promotional items, which suits every customer’s preference and requirement, will help businesses
win over customers and establish their loyalty. Customized products surpass the typical “one-size-
fits-all” deal and make a memory stick with a customer. Besides an enhanced customer satisfaction
factor, such personal touch escalates brand perception, creating memorability and distinctiveness in
a business for customers.

Building Emotional Connections

Arguably one of the strongest benefits tied to personalized promotional products has to do with the
emotional relationships fostered between business and customer. Every customer will feel special
when receiving some product with their name or favorite color, or if it is designed by the customer
themselves. When one makes customers feel special, as an individual, this contributes greatly to
the loyalty factor; being more appreciated and recognized triggers the feeling of being needed

https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/support/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/check-this-out/
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https://www.culturaldaily.com/the-impact-of-personalized-promotional-products-in-customer-experience/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/the-impact-of-personalized-promotional-products-in-customer-experience/
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within the customer. As such, over time, positive attitudes towards the brand would eventually
result in better customer retention because it will make a customer want to go back for more with
business establishments where they feel treated special. Personalized promotional products make
for an emotional connection, whereas generic ones do not really cut it. 

Increasing Visibility of the Brand

Personalized promotional products have great power in enhancing brand visibility. With
customization like placing a name or personal design, the receiver will most likely be using or
displaying it often. For example, a shirt with a unique print, personalized, may turn out to be one of
his favorite pieces in his wardrobe and thus could be worn multiple times out in public. Every use
displays the brand name or logo for more people, thus giving added views to the brand. This sort of
marketing is priceless and goes way beyond the initial transaction. Personalized items can also help
businesses reach prospective customers in different settings and locations, hence creating organic
brand exposure very hard to replicate with any traditional form of advertising. 

Improved Customer Retention

Personalization is key in customer retention. When customers feel that a brand sells them
something personal, then they are most likely to continue interacting with the business.
Personalized promotional products indicate that a business can invest in a relationship and try to
meet its customer’s preferences. This will make them feel appreciated, possibly leading to more
trust in or attachment to the brand. On the contrary, when customers feel noted and appreciated,
they often recommend the business to people around them, which develops strong customer
retention. A company that goes out of the way to personalize a promotional item is signaling that
long-term customer satisfaction is vitally important to it, due in fact to repeat business and referrals
that result in business payoffs. Whether it is a T-shirt printing or a personalized coffee mug,
businesses that invest in customized promotional products are making one smart move toward
long-lasting, positive customer relationships.

Creating Memorable Experiences

In today’s world, when customers are bombarded with ads and marketing campaigns from every
angle, the need to create memorable experiences becomes more relevant than ever. Customized
promotional products stand as an opportunity for one business to set themselves apart and make an
indelible mark. From a water bottle custom-made with a customer’s initials to a personal notebook
with a message inside it, these things are valued keepsakes rather than any free goodies. This will
make them feel special with the brand, as something has been said about their individuality. It will
also attach a very positive association to the product and the company, which could bring great
change in the way customers view the business and increase their likelihood of making future
purchases.

Increasing Brand Loyalty

Personalized promotional products can be effective in developing brand loyalty for a long period.
This would also make them more likely to remain loyal to the brand, since the customer will feel
appreciated and his worth accounted for. Such personalized items will make customers feel that
they are not just some faceless transaction but a considerable part of the brand’s story. A sense of
belonging of this nature may increase customer lifetime value, with loyal customers spending more
on repeat purchases and becoming advocates for the brand. Exclusivity adds to the aura when the

https://www.brandability.co.za/shop/clothing/shirts/t-shirts
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brand uses custom-made products that allow each customer to feel unique or privileged, further
binding the bond more strongly. 

Increased Interaction and Engagement

The personal touch in promotional products instigates more engagement and interaction on behalf
of the clients concerning the brand. A customer who gets a personalized product is likely to want to
reach out to the company through sharing a photo of the item on social media or giving positive
reviews. This, apart from improving the customer’s experience, provides the business with free
word-of-mouth marketing. Personalized items start conversations; it allows customers to display
their relationship with the brand in social situations. With increased interaction, businesses can
have a really good exposure on the internet, creating a buzz, therefore increasing satisfaction and
loyalty for customers.

Personalized promotional products power customer experience. For firms, this would give the
ability to connect emotionally, improve visibility, and retain customers. By personalizing
promotional items for particular tastes, a company will be able to create special moments that can
be long remembered by their audience. More than simple marketing tools, these products create a
feeling of loyalty, involvement, and exclusivity that separates them from the many in the market.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE
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Guide to Crypto Casinos in the US
Our Friends · Thursday, December 5th, 2024

Crypto casinos are the new normal. Thanks to a bucket full of perks they bring to the table, online
casino players are heavily leaning towards crypto casino platforms. Capitalizing on the benefits of
blockchain technology, these platforms are slowly and steadily turning out super popular.

So, should you move to cryptocurrency casinos if you are still using traditional casino platforms? If
so, how can you access the top cryptocurrency casinos on the internet?

What are Crypto Casinos?

Crypto Casinos are not Angels from heaven. They are just a normal online casino platform with
extended utility. What does it mean? These are similar casino platforms where you register, make
deposits, and play your favorite games. What’s different is their acceptability of cryptocurrencies
to make transactions. Yes! You can utilize all of the most popular cryptocurrencies at the majority
of the best crypto casinos.
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You may use Bitcoin, Ethereum, Litecoin, and many more cryptocurrency to make transactions if
you pick a trustworthy crypto casino. But that’s not all. You get the security of blockchain
technology, ensuring 100% safe banking facilities. What’s more? You get to play a lot of crypto-
based games that are fun-loaded and roll out high RTPs.

Why Should You Play At Crypto Casinos?

Crypto casinos are attracting modern casino players like Magnet. So, why are the players choosing
these platforms over traditional online casinos? Here are the main reasons –

#1 Enhanced Privacy

Crypto casinos don’t request a lot of personal or financial information, in contrast to traditional
gaming platforms. To begin playing on these platforms, simply connect your cryptocurrency wallet
and enter some basic information. That’s it. Higher security and greater anonymity are thus
guaranteed.

#2 Global Access

You won’t have to search for your local payment option if you are playing at a cryptocurrency
casino. There are no geographical limitations on using the most popular cryptocurrencies.

#3 Lower Fees

If you use traditional banking methods like cards, you will have to bear a hefty transaction fee.
However, on the other hand, crypto payments charge you pennies. Some casinos also allow you to
make crypto deposits, and withdrawals for free.

#4 Fast Transactions

Cryptocurrency transactions are extremely quick, regardless of whether you are making a deposit
or a withdrawal. Unlike typical banking processes, they are ten times faster. Therefore, you won’t
have to wait days to get your money.

Are Crypto Casinos Legit in the US?

The US government is not clear about the restrictions of crypto casinos. While cryptocurrency is
legal, several crypto casinos are banned in several locations. So, if a casino is available in your
area, you can call it legal, provided it is licensed.

How to Pick the Best Crypto Casinos?

When you are hand-picking crypto casinos, there are a bunch of things you should keep your eye
on. Make sure you consider the following:

#1 License and Regulation

Playing at an unauthorized online casino is something you should never do. Avoid using these
platforms if you wish to protect yourself from scams and frauds. A casino with a license from
authorities like UKGC or MGA promises to offer a safe and controlled environment to play your
favorite games.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/is-blockchain-the-best-thing-to-happen-to-art-heres-the-good-news/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/is-blockchain-the-best-thing-to-happen-to-art-heres-the-good-news/
https://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/
https://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/
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#2 Game Variety

If you are playing at the top crypto casinos, you can expect 1000+ games. There will be slots, table
games, crypto games, crash games, live games, and more. Make sure the games come from top-
rated software providers to guarantee fairness.

#3 Accepted Cryptocurrencies

Before signing up always check whether the crypto casino supports all your preferred currencies or
not. If it offers a good balance of crypto and traditional banking methods, it’s a green flag.

Conclusion

Crypto casinos no doubt make your casino experience better with fast banking facilities, tons of
games, and special bonuses. However, cryptocurrencies are always exposed to volatility. That’s
why market conditions can affect your overall winnings. So, make sure to consider this downside
when choosing crypto casinos. Also, gamble responsibly and verify the casino’s credibility before
engaging. Happy gambling!!

SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS AND CULTURE

Posted in Check This Out | No Comments »

Complicated Topography
Ann Haskins · Wednesday, December 4th, 2024

Scientists weigh in on a dance about a scientist; memories evoked in Beverly Hills; twisty dancers
in Long Beach; beloved novel and a folklore threat get their own ballets in Hancock Park and West
LA; contemporary dance in Culver City and downtown; last chance for Kabuki-infused Sondheim
in Little Tokyo; more SoCal dance including Nutcracker ballets this busy week, and a peek at next
week.

Building memories

A scent, a song, a warm breeze can stir a memory, a sensory relationship the contemporary
company BODYTRAFFIC explores this season under the banner This Reminds Me of You. The
company returns with three premieres to one of its most frequent venues. Inspired by the work of
the late Black Angeleno visual artist, Ernie Barnes, Juel D. Lane’s Incense Burning On A Saturday
Morning: The Maestro receives its full world premiere. The two West Coast premieres are
Matthew Neenan’s I Forgot the Start with a playlist that includes music by Sinéad O’Connor, and
new artistic associate Trey McIntyre’s Mayday set to rock legend Buddy Holly songs. The Wallis
Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts, 9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly Hills; Fri., Dec.
6, 7:30 pm, Sat., Dec. 7, 2 & 7:30 pm, $49-$79. The Wallis.
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BODYTRAFFIC. Photo courtesy of the artists

Twisty turnings

Making appearances at two SoCal venues, the ever-inventive Pilobolus returns with its signature
blend of dance and gymnastics to tell evocative stories. This visit brings re:CREATION with
beloved company classics like Walklyndon, Bloodlines, and Rushes, plus a new work, Tales from
the Underworld. Carpenter Performing Arts Center, Cal State University Long Beach, 6200 E.
Atherton St., Long Beach; Sat., Dec. 7, 8 pm, $55. Carpenter PAC. Also at Smothers Theater,
Pepperdine University, 24255 Pacific Coast Hwy., Malibu; Sun., Dec. 8, 7 pm, $28-
$58. Pepperdine University.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/bodytraffic2023-e1708452383742.png
https://www.carpenterarts.org/
https://arts.pepperdine.edu/events/2024-2025-season/pilobolus.htm
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Pilobolus. Photo courtesy of the artists

The scientists weigh in

Years before Benedict Cumberbatch’s film portrayal raised the public profile of British
mathematician Alan Turing, he had grabbed the attention of choreographer and Invertigo Dance
Theatre artistic director Laura Karlin. She was fascinated by the man responsible for breaking the
Nazi’s enigma code, father of computer technology whose work was so secret he received no credit
during his lifetime which ended tragically in suicide with a poisoned apple, a choice Karlin linked
to Turing’s obsessive fondness for Disney’s Snow White. In the type of ‘collision of art and
science’ promised by the Getty-sponsored PST series, excerpts from Karlin’s highly praised result
will be performed, followed by discussion of Turing’s life and work by CalTech scientists in a
program dubbed Turing Tests, Apples, and Queens. California Institute of Technology, 1200 E.
California Blvd., Pasadena; Fri.-Sat., Dec. 6-7, 8 pm, $30-$40, $10 students w/i.d. Caltech.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/pilobolus2018-e1673982717146.jpg
https://pst.caltech.edu/events/opening-doors
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Invertigo Dance Theatre. Photo by Joe Lambie

A novel approach

After three highly successful, site-specific performances of their ballet version of Louisa May
Alcott’s beloved novel Little Women, choreographer Emma Andres and the dancers move from the
stately Victorian mansions of Heritage Square to a proscenium theater for the full-length Little
Women Ballet. Wilshire Ebell Theatre, 4401 W. 8th St., Hancock Park; Sat., Dec. 7, 2:30 & 7 pm,
$28-$40. Little Women Ballet.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/invertigo-joelambie-e1696944846632.jpg
https://www.littlewomenballet.com/
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Little Women Ballet. Photo courtesy of the artists

When it’s personal

Personal stories from the LGBTQIA+ cast are captured by Mixed eMotion Theatrix (MeMT) in
the dance/theater work So Now You Know, Personal Stories in Motion: The Queer Community.
Performers getting personal include Donny Collinson, Maze Felix, Lee-Ron, Joshua Tyler Rogers,
Nurit Siegel Smith, Jamal Wade, Tiffany Wolff, and Kate Coleman who also directed and
choreographed. The Wende Museum, Glorya Kaufman Cultural Center, 10808 Culver Blvd.,
Culver City; Fri., Dec. 6, 2 & 8 pm, Sat., Dec. 7, 8 pm, free. Eventbrite.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/littlewomenballet2024-e1727132876752.jpg
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Mixed eMotion Theatrix (MeMT). Photo by Barry Weiss

Naughty and not nice

Drawing from European folklore about Krampus, a watchful figure that snatches naughty children,
The Realm Company’s newest brings a bit of another holiday’s fright zone to this holiday season.
Convoy Studios, 3764 Glendon Ave., West LA; Fri.-Sat., Dec. 6-7, 7:30 pm, Sun., Dec. 8, 3 pm,
$53.65 -$90.41. Tickets.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/roston2024-barryweiss-e1733097024853.jpg
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The Realm Company. Photo courtesy of the artists

How they see AI

CAP UCLA’s incoming director Edgar Miramontes and REDCAT’s chief curator/deputy program
director Daniela Lieja Quintanar join forces to present rafa esparza & MUXX Collective in Live
Night: Cruising Bodies, Spirits, and Machines. Part of a series showcasing artists using artificial
intelligence with Indigenous, Brown, and Queer perspectives. Esparza is at 6:30 pm, the MUXX
Collective at 7:30 pm, and a DJ takes over at 9 pm. United Theater on Broadway, 929 S.
Broadway, downtown Arts District; Sat., Dec. 7, 6 pm, $47.28 to $71.28. CAP UCLA.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/realm.jpeg
https://cap.ucla.edu/event/live-night
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CalArts Sharon Disney Lund School of Dance. Photo courtesy of the artists

New for winter

Lots of new choreography is in store for the winter edition of CalArts Dance, showcasing work by
LA-based former students now making their way as professionals. The lineup includes Kyreena
Breelin Alexander, Brigette Dunn-Korpela, Jobel Medina, and Chorong Yang. REDCAT at Disney
Hall, 631 W. 2nd St., downtown; Thurs.-Fri., Dec. 5-6, 8:30 pm, $20. REDCAT.

A folkloric season

Celebrating a Merry-Achi Christmas, Folklórico Revolución provides the dance as it joins Sol de
México de José Hernández and Mariachi Reyna de Los Angeles for this seasonal performance.
Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts, 18000 Park Plaza Dr., Cerritos; Fri-Sat., Dec. 6-7, 7 pm,
Sun., Dec. 8, 2 pm, $40-$91. Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/calartswinter2024-rafaelhernandez-e1733097208650.jpg
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Versa Style Dance Company. Photo courtesy of the artists

For 20 years, Versa Style Street Dance Company has been a bastion for hip hop and street dance
culture, performance, preservation, and educating generations of youth. Dancing Our Legacy, the
20th anniversary performance and gala, benefits the company’s Hip Hop Dance Festival coming
on May 23 to 25. Join the party. Inner City Arts, 720 Kohler St., downtown Arts District; Sat., Dec.
7, 1-3 pm, $50 and up. Versa Style.

An extended overture

When East West Players chose Stephen Sondheim’s Pacific Overtures for the 50th anniversary of
the show’s Broadway premiere, it also lured back former artistic director Tim Dang who directed
the show when EWP moved to its current mid-sized theater in Little Tokyo. Dang not only brings a
background in dance, he brought in three additional choreographers, Broadway
dancer/choreographer Yuka Takara, Kabuki consultant Kirk Kanesaka (aka Ganky? Nakamura),
and fight director Amanda Noriko Newman. The show continues EWP long history presenting
Sondheim in a theater sized to allow audiences to see the full show and still hear every precious
lyric. David Henry Hwang Theater in the Union Center for the Arts, 120 Judge John Aiso St.,
Little Tokyo; Thurs., Fri. & Mon, 8 pm, Sat. 2 & 8 pm, Sun. 5 pm, thru Dec. 8. $15-$74. East West
Players.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/versastyleBox_jpg-e1733097572992.jpg
https://versastyledance.org/
https://www.eastwestplayers.org/pacific24
https://www.eastwestplayers.org/pacific24
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Kit DeZolt as Commodore Matthew Commodor Perry performing “Lion Dance.” Photo by Teolindo. 

Tap that Nut 

Bringing a tap dance version, Dorrance Dance employs the Duke Ellington/Billy Strayhorn
arrangement of the familiar Tchaikovsky tunes in The Nutcracker Suite. The Soraya, Cal State
University Northridge, 18111 Nordhoff St., Northridge; Thurs., Dec. 12, 8 pm, $48-$118. The
Soraya.

Dorrance Dance. Photo by Christopher Duggan

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/pac1-e1731119576951.jpg
https://thesoraya.org/whats-on/en/dorrance-dance-the-nutcracker-suite/
https://thesoraya.org/whats-on/en/dorrance-dance-the-nutcracker-suite/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/dorrancedancenut-christopherduggan-e1733097816229.jpg
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Back on the Beach

The granddaddy of all the cirques, Cirque du Soleil, returns with its signature tent and the
show Kooza, brimming with acrobats and clowns. The two month run offers lots of time to catch
the show, maybe more than once? Under the Big Top at Santa Monica Pier, 1550 Pacific Coast
Hwy., Santa Monica; thru Sun., Jan. 5, $58-$344. Details on the many dates and times at the
website. Cirque du Soleil.

Notable Nutcracker Ballets This Week

A complete round up of Nutcracker ballets available at: And the Nuts Have It

American Ballet Theatre with the Pacific Symphony — Segerstrom Center for the Arts, 600
Town Center Dr., Costa Mesa; Thurs.-Fri., Dec. 12-13 & 19-20, 7 pm, Sat. Dec. 14 & 21, 2 & 7
pm, Sun., Dec. 15, 12:30 & 5:30 pm, Wed., Dec. 18, 7 pm, Sun., Dec. 22, 11:30 am & 4:30 pm,
$32.77-$282.50. SCFTA.

Los Angeles Ballet at Pasadena Civic Auditorium, 300 E. Green St., Pasadena; Fri., Dec. 6, 7:30
pm, Sat, Dec. 7, 6 pm, Sun, Dec. 8, 2 pm, $44-$137. Performances at other venues at website. $44-
$137. Los Angeles Ballet.

Inland Pacific Ballet at Bridges Auditorium, 450 N. College Way, Claremont; Sat.-Sun., Dec. 7-8
& 21-22, 2 pm, $39-$101. Also at Fox Performing Arts Center, 3801 Mission Inn Ave., Riverside;
Sat.-Sun., Dec. 14-15, 2 pm. $41-$136. Inland Pacific Ballet.

A Peek at Next Week (December 13-19)

Max Martin & Mandolin Burns — Lovers’ Piece at Highways Performance Space, 1651 18th
St., Santa Monica; Fri.-Sat., Dec. 13-14, $20.50. Highways.

https://www.cirquedusoleil.com/kooza
https://www.culturaldaily.com/and-the-nuts-have-it/
https://www.scfta.org/
https://www.losangelesballet.org/the-nutcracker
https://ipballet.org/
https://www.highwaysperformance.org/shows
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/maqoma-e1733098481199.jpg
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Gregory Maqoma. Photo courtesy of the artist

Gregory Maqoma — The Land We Carry at The Nimoy, 1262 Westwood Blvd., Westwood; Sat.,
Dec. 14, 8 pm, $38.08. CAP UCLA.

San Pedro Festival of the Arts — Encore Performance! at Alta Sea, 2451 Signal St., Berth 60-
(farthest berth closest to the Ocean), enter door 35, San Pedro; Sun., Dec. 15, 1-3, free. San Pedro
Festival of the Arts.
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9 Ways to Tell a Loved One Their Drinking Has Become
Harmful
Our Friends · Wednesday, December 4th, 2024

Talking to a loved one about their drinking habits can be one of the most difficult conversations
you’ll ever have. You might worry about hurting their feelings, damaging your relationship, or
saying the wrong thing. 

However, when someone’s drinking starts to negatively impact their health, relationships, or daily
life, it’s essential to intervene with compassion and clarity.

Here are nine strategies to help you approach this sensitive topic effectively and supportively.

Educate Yourself About Problematic Drinking

Before talking to your loved one, take time to educate yourself about what constitutes harmful
drinking. Problematic drinking isn’t always as obvious as binge drinking or dependency. It can
include patterns like drinking to cope with stress, frequent blackouts, or using alcohol despite its
negative consequences.

Understanding the signs of alcohol misuse can help you articulate your concerns more clearly and
respond to their reactions with empathy. Researching local resources, such as counseling services
or support groups, will also prepare you to offer concrete options for help.

Choose the Right Time and Place

Timing is everything when having a sensitive conversation. Avoid bringing up your concerns when
the person is drinking or under the influence, as they may be defensive or unable to process the
discussion. Instead, choose a moment when they’re sober and calm, and you can talk privately
without interruptions.

Create a safe and supportive environment for the conversation. This might mean sitting together in
a comfortable space or planning a quiet outing where you can speak openly. The goal is to ensure
they feel respected and cared for rather than cornered or judged.

https://cap.ucla.edu/event/land-we-carry
https://triartsp.com/
https://triartsp.com/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/cbd/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/media/film-video/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/media/tv/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/media/streaming-web/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/media/podcast/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/complicated-topography-2/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/9-ways-to-tell-a-loved-one-their-drinking-has-become-harmful/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/9-ways-to-tell-a-loved-one-their-drinking-has-become-harmful/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/self-care-while-caring-for-others/
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Express Your Concerns Using “I” Statements

Using “I” statements helps convey your concerns without sounding accusatory. For example,
instead of saying, “You’re always drinking too much,” try, “I’ve noticed that your drinking seems
to be affecting your mood and energy, and I’m worried about you.”

This approach focuses on your feelings and observations rather than placing blame, making it
easier for your loved one to hear and understand your perspective. Be specific about what you’ve
noticed and how it makes you feel, but avoid exaggerating or making assumptions about their
behavior.

Offer Support, Not Judgment

A loved one may feel ashamed or defensive when confronted about their drinking. To counter this,
emphasize that your concern comes from a place of love and care. Reassure them that you’re not
there to judge or punish them but to help them address something that’s harming their well-being.

For example, you might say, “I care about you deeply, and I want to help you feel better. I’m here
to support you every step of the way.” This reassurance can make them more open to discussing
their behavior and considering change.

Encourage Open Dialogue

A conversation about drinking shouldn’t feel like a one-sided lecture. Encourage your loved one to
share their thoughts and feelings. They may not immediately agree with your concerns, but
listening to their perspective can help you better understand their struggles and motivations.

Ask open-ended questions like, “How do you feel about your drinking habits?” or “Have you
noticed any changes in your life because of alcohol?” These questions can spark reflection and
show that you value their input, even if they’re not ready to make changes right away.

Consider Working With an Alcohol Intervention Specialist

In some cases, a structured intervention may be the best way to address harmful drinking. An
intervention involves gathering friends, family, and sometimes a professional alcohol intervention
specialist to confront the person about their drinking in a supportive but firm manner.

During the intervention, each participant shares specific examples of how the person’s drinking has
impacted them, expressing concern and a desire to help. The group may also present a plan for
seeking treatment, such as enrolling in a rehab program or attending therapy.

Interventions can be highly effective when planned carefully, but they should be approached with
sensitivity and guidance. Consider involving a trained interventionist to ensure the process is
constructive and minimizes the risk of conflict.

Focus on the Impact

When discussing their drinking, focus on how it’s affecting their life and relationships rather than
labeling them as an “alcoholic” or making blanket statements. For example, instead of saying,
“You have a drinking problem,” you could say, “I’ve noticed that alcohol has been causing stress

https://addictioninterventions.com/
https://addictioninterventions.com/
https://www.goodtherapy.org/blog/why-should-i-go-to-therapy-8-signs-its-time-to-see-a-therapist/
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in your life and affecting our relationship, and I’d like to help.”

This shifts the conversation from blame to constructive dialogue, making it easier for them to
consider the consequences of their behavior.

Offer Resources and Next Steps

Once your loved one acknowledges their drinking may be problematic, be ready to offer resources
and solutions. This might include suggesting they see a counselor, attend a support group like
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), or explore rehab programs.

Provide specific information about local resources, including contact details and options for free or
low-cost services if needed. Offering practical next steps makes it easier for them to take action
and shows your commitment to supporting their recovery.

Be Patient

Change doesn’t happen overnight, especially when it comes to drinking habits. Your loved one
may deny the problem, resist help, or take time to fully process your concerns. Stay patient and
continue to express your care and support without pressuring them.

Even if they don’t respond positively at first, your conversation plants a seed that could lead to
meaningful change down the road. Keep the lines of communication open and celebrate small steps
toward progress.

Help Your Loved One Overcome Addiction

Confronting a loved one about their harmful drinking habits is a challenging but essential act of
care. By approaching the conversation with empathy, patience, and a focus on solutions, you can
help them recognize the impact of their behavior and take steps toward positive change.

Whether through an open dialogue, a structured intervention, or ongoing support, your efforts can
make a significant difference in their journey toward health and recovery. You don’t have to
navigate this alone — resources and professional guidance are available to support both you and
your loved one.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE
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The Legendary Billy Wilder, Screenwriter and Director
Our Friends · Wednesday, December 4th, 2024
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Screenwriting can be a difficult task on its own, but not being a native speaker of the language can
make it even harder. But that doesn’t mean it’s impossible. There have been several immigrants
who have been able to come to this country, master the language, and then go on to become
successful writers and directors. One of the true greats who accomplished such a feat is Billy
Wilder.

With a spectacular career spanning more than five decades, Billy Wilder took Hollywood by storm.
Born in Austria, he developed a love for writing and filmmaking. World War II was the catalyst to
push him to make the long journey to the United States where Billy would go on to write and direct
some of the most classic films in movie history.

His iconic films range from The Lost Weekend, 1945, about a writer who struggles with
alcoholism, to the wonderful depiction of old Hollywood in Sunset Blvd, 1950. He also got the
chance to work with some of Hollywood’s most coveted actresses such as the unforgettable
Audrey Hepburn in the 1960 film Sabrina, along with the gorgeous Marilyn Monroe in 1959’s
Some Like It Hot. As you can see, Billy made quite a name for himself.

Hailed as only one of only five people to win three Academy Awards in producing, writing, and
directing the same project, Wilder earned respect from countless industry professionals and
viewers. Most impressive was his way of finding his way to success not as a native English
speaker. His mastery of the American idiom shows tremendous skill in language fundamentals, and
with a resume as lengthy as Billy’s, it’s no wonder his films are still studied by film students to this
day.

The dream to become a successful screenwriter is shared by many immigrants today who look to
Billy Wilder for inspiration. The trouble is not everyone has the time, skill, and/or capability to
learn a new language well enough to become as well-versed as he did in communicating in a
medium like film. Luckily, there are ways to get around that so that dream doesn’t have to die.

There are companies and services out there that will help you write your passion project and turn it
into something that meets the industry standard in writing. The best option is a screenwriting
ghostwriter who can convey a client’s ideas in a cohesive and well-formatted way. For many, the
ghostwriter becomes their new best friend. The greatest part is they will write while you keep all
the credit, which is why they’re called ghostwriters. When the script is done, they vaporize. So to
speak. Like a ghost. This is especially important to those trying to build a career as a writer. The
ghostwriter works in the shadows while giving the owner of the project all the accolades.

Finding the right one can be time-consuming as you vet them and look at samples. For a non-native
speaker, this can be overwhelming. A better choice is to work with a ghostwriting services
company. These companies bring together the best ghostwriters across all topics and genres by
intensely vetting them before they are allowed to join their roster. These companies ensure their
writers are experts in their field and that they will go above and beyond in providing industry-
standard work. Many of them often have good connections in the business and can put you in touch
with the right people to get things moving once the screenplay is written. They are an invaluable
tool that any writer can benefit from, not just non-native speakers.

Ghostwriters are used by many celebrities and successful people. In fact, some of your favorite
films were probably written by ghostwriters. A ghostwriter may be hired to write the
autobiography of a busy CEO who doesn’t have the time to sit down and write. A film director
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may hire a ghostwriter to write his next blockbuster. The list goes on.

Billy is an inspiration to many writers out there, whether they are native speakers or not, but the
best part is that today you can skip much of the struggle Billy went through by hiring a
screenwriter who knows the language and the workings of the industry. You can find outstanding
screenwriting services at Ghostwriters Central, Inc. They can select the best ghostwriter in their
vast roster of experts to fit any of your needs and will be the stepping stone to your great success.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE
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