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SlotMonster — a new name in the world of online gaming in
the UK
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Introduction

The online casino world in the UK is a beast, constantly evolving, with new contenders emerging
all the time, like Slot Monster casino. Navigating this digital jungle can be overwhelming,
especially when a fresh face like SlotMonster Casino enters the arena. But don’t worry, because
it’s time to dive deep and dissect what SlotMonster brings to the table. Forget the hype, because
what follows is an honest, no-nonsense look at this new online casino. Consider this your survival
guide to SlotMonster Casino – everything you need to know before you even think about spinning
those reels.

What is SlotMonster?: Legitimacy, Licensing, and Initial
Impressions
Ownership and Operation

SlotMonster Casino is operated by EOD Code SRL. Details about EOD Code SRL are scarce,
which highlights the importance of due diligence when choosing an online casino.

The Curacao eGaming License

SlotMonster operates under a Curacao eGaming license. This license indicates that the casino
meets certain basic standards. However, it’s important to understand that a Curacao license
generally offers a lower level of player protection compared to licenses from jurisdictions like the
UK Gambling Commission. While still a valid license, players, especially those from the UK,
might find the absence of UKGC regulation a drawback, as it means less stringent oversight.

First Impressions: Design and User Experience

Upon first visiting SlotMonster Casino, the site presents a mixed bag in terms of design and user
experience. The aesthetics are fairly standard, with a focus on game presentation rather than
groundbreaking visuals. Navigation is generally straightforward, making it relatively easy to find
different game categories and site features. Mobile responsiveness is adequate, allowing for play
on various devices. However, a slightly more polished and modern design could enhance the
overall user experience.
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A Deep Dive into the Game Library

SlotMonster Casino boasts a game library designed to thrill every type of player. From the flashing
reels of online slots to the immersive atmosphere of live dealer games, there’s something for
everyone seeking casino excitement.Navigating the site is a breeze, making it easy to discover new
favorites or revisit classic titles. Whether you’re a seasoned pro or just starting your online gaming
journey, SlotMonster provides a user-friendly experience, ensuring that finding your preferred
game is always simple. Some of the popular titles include games players enjoy such as Book of
Dead, City Heat, and Phoenix Reborn, to name just a few among many options.

The selection spans a wide range of themes and gameplay styles, ensuring that boredom is never an
option. Delve into ancient mysteries, explore futuristic worlds, or test your luck with traditional
fruit machines – the possibilities are endless. Beyond slots, SlotMonster offers a full suite of table
games, including blackjack, roulette, baccarat, and poker. For those seeking a more authentic
casino experience, the live casino section brings the thrill of real-time gaming directly to your
screen, complete with professional dealers and interactive gameplay.

The providers form a solid selection, which translates into a high-quality and diverse gaming
experience.

Quality of Game Providers

SlotMonster Casino partners with some of the most respected game providers in the industry,
guaranteeing top-notch entertainment. Established brands like Evolution Gaming, Pragmatic Play,
NetEnt, and Real Time Gaming contribute to the casino’s extensive library. Evolution Gaming
dominates the live dealer scene, delivering crystal-clear streaming and engaging interactions.
Pragmatic Play is known for its innovative and visually stunning slots. NetEnt consistently pushes
boundaries with its creative themes and cutting-edge features. Real Time Gaming provides and
extensive game selection.

This collaboration with leading providers has some implications for players, the variety is
expansive, covering every theme and gameplay style imaginable. You can expect the highest
standards of fairness and reliability, as these providers are rigorously tested and licensed. Also,
new titles are added regularly, keeping the gaming experience fresh and exciting.

Bonuses and Promotions: Maximizing Your Value

SlotMonster Casino rolls out the red carpet with a welcome bonus designed to entice new players.
Typically, this takes the form of a 100% match on your first deposit, potentially reaching up to
£500. This effectively doubles your initial bankroll, giving you more opportunities to explore the
vast selection of games on offer. However, as with any online casino bonus, it’s crucial to
understand the terms and conditions attached.

Beyond the welcome bonus, SlotMonster often features recurring promotions aimed at keeping
players engaged. These might include free spins on specific slot games, deposit bonuses, or even
special prize draws. Keep an eye on the promotions page and subscribe to their email list to stay
informed about the latest offers. One particularly exciting promotion is the “Monster Surprise Free
Spins,” which can randomly award free spins to players who are actively playing.

To maximize the value of these bonuses, a strategic approach is key. Always read the fine print
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before claiming any offer. Understanding the wagering requirements, game restrictions, and time
limits will help you make informed decisions and avoid disappointment.

Wagering and Hidden Terms

Wagering requirements are a crucial aspect of any casino bonus, including those offered by
SlotMonster. These requirements dictate how many times you must wager the bonus amount (or
the bonus plus deposit amount) before you can withdraw any winnings derived from the bonus. For
example, a 35x wagering requirement on a £100 bonus means you need to wager £3500 before you
can cash out. Bonus funds at SlotMonster must be wagered within 30 days.

Be aware of potential hidden terms that could impact your bonus experience. Some games may
contribute less than 100% towards the wagering requirements, and some may be excluded entirely.
Maximum bet sizes while playing with bonus funds are often in place. Failure to comply with these
terms can result in the forfeiture of your bonus and any associated winnings. Always double-check
these details before you start playing!

Deposits, Withdrawals, and Payment Methods

SlotMonster Casino provides a variety of deposit and withdrawal methods to cater to player
preferences. Among the accepted payment options are traditional methods like credit and debit
cards, alongside modern e-wallets for faster transactions. Reflecting the evolving landscape of
online transactions, SlotMonster also embraces cryptocurrency, allowing deposits and withdrawals
using Bitcoin and other popular digital currencies. This provides an extra layer of privacy and
security for those who prefer it.

The casino aims to be transparent about any applicable fees or restrictions associated with specific
payment methods, ensuring players have all the information needed to make informed choices.
Withdrawal speeds are also a priority, with the casino striving to process requests as quickly as
possible, although processing times can vary depending on the chosen method and any necessary
verification procedures.

Deposit processing times

When it comes to deposits, SlotMonster Casino aims for speed. Most deposit methods offer instant
processing times, allowing players to get straight into the action. While specific times can vary, e-
wallets and cryptocurrencies often provide the fastest deposit options. As for choosing the best
option, consider factors such as convenience, security, and any potential fees. By comparing the
options, players can ensure the experience meets their needs.

Mobile Gaming Experience

SlotMonster Casino understands the need for gaming on the go, providing players with a seamless
mobile experience. Whether you’re team iOS or ride with Android, SlotMonster ensures that the
thrills of the casino are always within reach.

Instead of a dedicated mobile app, SlotMonster chose to optimize its website for mobile devices. It
allows players to dive straight into action without downloading shady apps. Although some may
miss the dedicated app, the mobile-optimized website provides a similar experience to the desktop
version. The games retain their quality, the site is easy to navigate, and you get the chance to play
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your favorite slots wherever you are.

Licensing, Security, and Fair Play

SlotMonster Casino operates under a recognized gaming license, adhering to strict regulatory
standards. This commitment to compliance ensures a safe and secure gaming environment for all
players. The casino employs state-of-the-art security protocols, including SSL encryption
technology, to safeguard sensitive player data and financial transactions from unauthorized access.

Fair play is a cornerstone of SlotMonster Casino’s operations. The casino utilizes certified Random
Number Generators (RNGs) to determine the outcome of all games. This ensures that every spin,
roll, and deal is entirely random and unbiased. SlotMonster Casino is also dedicated to promoting
responsible gambling. Resources and tools are available to help players maintain control and enjoy
their gaming experience responsibly.

Responsible Gambling at SlotMonster Casino

SlotMonster Casino is committed to promoting responsible gambling. It provides tools and
resources to help players manage their gaming habits, including self-exclusion options. Players
concerned about potential gambling addiction can also find support through organizations like
GamStop.

Conclusion

SlotMonster Casino emerges as a vibrant contender in the online casino UK scene, teeming with an
impressive game library and enticing introductory offers. However, prospective players should
approach with mindful consideration of the Curacao licensing. Deciding if SlotMonster Casino is
worth it ultimately hinges on individual risk tolerance and preference.
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Introduction

The world of online casinos has seen a seismic shift, with mobile gaming now taking center stage.
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If you’re looking for a vibrant and popular online casino, you might want to Play Croco casino.
Players are ditching their desktops in favor of the convenience and freedom that smartphones and
tablets offer. PlayCroco, a vibrant and popular online casino, understands this trend and provides
users with multiple avenues for mobile play.

But here’s the question many players face: Is the PlayCroco dedicated casino app the way to go, or
does their responsive website offer a superior experience? Both options allow you to dive into a
world of pokies, table games, and jackpots on the move.

This review breaks down the pros and cons of each platform. The goal is to equip you with the
knowledge to make an informed decision, ensuring your PlayCroco mobile gaming experience is
nothing short of fantastic. Having spent countless hours exploring mobile casinos, including
PlayCroco on both app and website, I’m confident that the detailed comparison will guide you to
the perfect platform for your unique gaming style.

PlayCroco’s Mobile Gaming Options: App vs. Responsive Site

Mobile gaming has revolutionized online casinos, offering convenience and accessibility.
PlayCroco provides two primary mobile gaming options: a dedicated mobile app and a responsive
website. A mobile app is a software application specifically designed for mobile devices, offering a
tailored and optimized experience. On the other hand, a responsive website adapts its layout and
content based on the screen size and device being used. PlayCroco’s responsive site ensures that
players can enjoy their favorite games on any device without needing a separate app. The
responsive site automatically adjusts to fit the screen, providing easy navigation and a seamless
gaming experience. Unlike the app, a responsive site doesn’t require installation or regular updates.

Understanding the App

The PlayCroco mobile app provides a dedicated platform for online gambling, built to enhance the
user experience with intuitive navigation and optimized performance. The app offers a more
streamlined experience, taking full advantage of your device’s capabilities. You can download the
PlayCroco app directly from the PlayCroco website. Before downloading, ensure your device
meets the necessary requirements. The PlayCroco app supports both Android and iOS operating
systems to provide a better experience.

Accessing the Responsive Version

The PlayCroco responsive version offers easy accessibility to all players. Players can access this
version by simply typing the PlayCroco URL into their preferred mobile browser. The responsive
version mirrors the look and feel of the app, ensuring a consistent user experience across all
devices. This eliminates the need for any downloads or installations, making online gambling more
accessible. Players can enjoy gaming without worrying about storage space or update
requirements.

Gaming Experience and Game Selection

One of the biggest draws of PlayCroco is its extensive library of casino games, accessible whether
you’re on the dedicated app or the responsive website. Both platforms offer a solid selection, but
the nuances in performance and game availability can shape a player’s experience. From classic
table games to a myriad of pokies, there’s something to cater to every taste. The thrill of hitting a

https://playcrococasino1.com
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jackpot is amplified by the quality of graphics and sound, elements that PlayCroco seems to
prioritize across its platforms, rivaling even the desktop experience. However, some older titles
might perform better on one platform over the other, showing slight differences in optimization.

Pokies variety on mobile

The PlayCroco app and responsive site shine when it comes to pokies. Both offer a robust selection
of mobile online slots, from traditional three-reel fruit machines to cutting-edge video pokies with
immersive themes and bonus rounds. Whether you’re chasing PlayCroco free spins or aiming for
progressive jackpots, the options are plentiful. Expect to find popular titles alongside newer
releases, ensuring a constantly refreshed gaming experience. The convenience of playing these
diverse pokies on the go adds a layer of excitement to every spin.

Gaming experience on the go

PlayCroco delivers a quality online casino mobile experience. The visuals are crisp, and the sounds
are clear, creating an immersive environment that enhances the online gambling experience. High-
definition graphics and realistic sound effects make every spin and deal feel authentic. This focus
on audio-visual fidelity significantly contributes to an engaging mobile gambling enhanced
experience, making PlayCroco a solid choice for players who value both convenience and quality
in their gaming sessions.

Usability and Performance

Evaluating a mobile gaming platform like PlayCroco involves a close look at both its app and its
responsive website. The primary focus is on how easily a user can navigate, how quickly pages and
games load, and the overall responsiveness of the system. All these elements contribute
significantly to the overall user experience.

Is the interface intuitive

The PlayCroco mobile interface allows users to start playing without needing to spend too much
time figuring things out. Both the app and the responsive website offer straightforward navigation,
making it easy to find games, promotions, and account settings. Users don’t have to study before
start playing, simplifying the initial experience.

Performance and Stability

PlayCroco provides seamless performance on both the app and the responsive site. The app
maintains stability, ensuring consistent and reliable gameplay. Fast loading times and smooth
transitions between sections enhance the user experience, regardless of network conditions.
Importantly, the app does not glitch.

Bonuses, Promotions, and Banking on Mobile

Mobile casinos often roll out the red carpet with enticing bonuses and promotions to reel in
players. Expect to find the usual suspects like welcome bonuses to kickstart your gaming journey,
free spins to try out those captivating slot games, and reload bonuses to keep the excitement going.
Some casinos even offer exclusive mobile bonuses, so keep your eyes peeled for those. Before you
jump in, don’t forget to peek at the fine print—wagering requirements and other terms and
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conditions apply.

When it comes to banking, mobile platforms generally offer a streamlined experience for deposits
and withdrawals. Whether you’re using the app or the responsive site, you’ll find a range of
options, from credit and debit cards to e-wallets and maybe even cryptocurrency. To make a
deposit, simply head to the cashier section, select your preferred method, enter the amount, and
follow the prompts. Cashing out is just as easy – choose your withdrawal method, enter the
amount, and wait for the casino to process your request. To maximize those bonus opportunities on
mobile, stay in the loop by subscribing to the casino’s email newsletter and following them on
social media. Also, many casinos use tactics similar to mobile app marketing strategies to promote
their mobile platforms.

Security and Fair Play

Mobile gaming security is a paramount concern for players, and PlayCroco takes it extremely
seriously. Robust measures are in place to guarantee a secure and fair gaming experience. To
safeguard sensitive user data, PlayCroco employs state-of-the-art encryption technology. This
ensures that all personal and financial information is transmitted securely and protected from
unauthorized access.

Furthermore, PlayCroco operates under strict licensing and regulation, adhering to industry
standards for fair play and responsible gambling. A Random Number Generator (RNG) is utilized
to ensure that all game outcomes are completely random and unbiased, providing a level playing
field for all players. Recognizing the importance of responsible gambling, PlayCroco also provides
access to resources and tools to help players manage their gaming habits responsibly. These
resources enable players to make informed decisions and maintain control over their gaming
experience.

The Verdict: Which Mobile Platform is Right for You?

Choosing the best mobile casino platform boils down to personal preference and playing style.
Both mobile casino apps and responsive mobile casino sites offer unique advantages, so the “right”
choice depends on what you value most.

If you’re a casual player who enjoys trying different games without commitment and you value
simplicity, a responsive mobile casino site is a great option. You won’t have to download anything,
and you can access the casino instantly from any device.

For high rollers or players who frequent a particular online casino like PlayCroco, a dedicated app
is the way to go. The tailored experience and enhanced performance create an immersive and
rewarding gaming environment. Plus, an app can offer exclusive bonuses and notifications,
keeping you in the loop about the latest promotions.

Ultimately, the choice between an app and a responsive site is a matter of individual needs. Weigh
the pros and cons, consider your playing habits, and choose the platform that enhances your
enjoyment of mobile gaming.

Conclusion

In summary, PlayCroco’s mobile casino delivers a comprehensive and engaging gaming
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experience that caters to the evolving preferences of modern players. With diverse games, user-
friendly design, and secure platform, PlayCroco enhances the thrill and convenience of mobile
gambling. As technology advances, the future of online casinos and mobile betting looks
promising, offering even greater opportunities for entertainment and innovation.
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Introduction: Spinmeth Casino Review – Is It Worth the Spin
for Aussie Players?

The digital realm is overflowing with online casinos, and Australia is no exception to this surge in
Aussie gaming popularity. But with so many choices, how do players know where to place their
bets? Considering a spin? This Spinmeth casino dives deep. That’s where expert, unbiased
reviews come in.

This Spinmeth Casino review aims to provide Australian players with precisely that: a
comprehensive, objective analysis to help you decide if this online casino is the right fit for your
online gambling needs. With years navigating the complexities of casino reviewing, compliance,
and risk management, I’ve seen firsthand what makes a trustworthy and enjoyable online casino
experience. This review is built on meticulous research, dissecting Spinmeth Casino’s offerings
from every angle. Consider this guide to spin though the game with no sadness.

Is Spinmeth Casino Legit? – Licensing and Security

Determining the legitimacy of an online casino like Spinmeth requires careful consideration of its
licensing, security measures, and commitment to responsible gambling. These factors collectively
indicate whether the casino prioritizes player safety and fair play. Let’s delve into each aspect to
assess Spinmeth Casino’s credibility.

Licensing Details and Regulatory Compliance

Spinmeth Casino operates under a gaming license issued by the Curacao gaming authorities. A
Curacao license generally entails that the casino must adhere to certain standards regarding fair
gaming practices, security protocols, and financial stability. While Curacao licenses are common in
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the online gambling industry, it’s essential to understand the level of player protection they offer.
The site should make its licensing information readily available and verifiable. Compliance with
gaming standards and legislation is crucial for any online casino, and a transparent approach to
licensing builds trust with players.

Security Measures and Data Protection

Security is paramount in the online casino world, and Spinmeth Casino employs SSL encryption to
protect user data. SSL encryption ensures that all information transmitted between the player and
the casino is scrambled, making it unreadable to malicious actors. This is an industry-standard
security measure. Furthermore, adhering to KYC (Know Your Customer) and AML (Anti-Money
Laundering) procedures helps prevent fraud and ensures the integrity of the platform. KYC
processes involve verifying the identity of players, which adds another layer of security and helps
prevent underage gambling and other illicit activities.

Responsible gambling is another vital consideration. Spinmeth Casino should offer tools and
policies to help players manage their spending and gaming habits. Deposit limits allow players to
set a maximum amount they can deposit over a specific period, while self-exclusion options enable
players to temporarily or permanently block themselves from accessing the casino. These measures
demonstrate a commitment to player well-being and responsible gaming practices.

Game Selection: A Deep Dive

Spinmeth Casino boasts a comprehensive game library with something to excite every type of
player. From the flashing reels of online pokies to the strategic depths of table games and the
immersive experience of a live casino, the options are plentiful. The sheer number of games
available guarantees hours of entertainment, and the inclusion of titles from reputable software
providers ensures a high-quality and fair gaming experience. Spinmeth Casino understands that
variety is key, and they deliver it in spades.

The impressive catalog features games from industry giants such as NetEnt and Microgaming,
guaranteeing top-tier graphics, engaging gameplay, and innovative features. These providers are
known for pushing the boundaries of online casino entertainment, and their presence at Spinmeth
Casino speaks volumes about the platform’s commitment to quality. Players can often try out
pokies in demo mode before wagering real money, which is a fantastic way to get a feel for a game
before committing.

Pokies Variety and RTP Rates

The heart of any online casino is its pokies selection, and Spinmeth Casino doesn’t disappoint.
Featuring everything from classic fruit machines to modern video pokies with stunning visuals and
complex bonus features, there is a slot to suit every taste. Keep an eye out for popular titles that
offer thrilling gameplay and potentially lucrative payouts. For those chasing the really big wins,
Spinmeth Casino offers a selection of progressive jackpot pokies, where the prize pool grows with
every spin.

An important factor to consider when playing pokies is the Return to Player (RTP) rate. This
percentage indicates the amount of money a pokie is expected to pay back to players over time.
Understanding RTP is crucial for making informed decisions and choosing games that offer a
higher chance of winning in the long run.
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Live Dealer Games and Betting Limits

For players seeking a more immersive and interactive experience, Spinmeth Casino’s live casino
section delivers the thrill of a real casino floor directly to your screen. With a wide variety of live
tables available, including blackjack, roulette, baccarat, and poker, there’s a game to suit every
preference. Professional and engaging live dealers, streamed in high quality, further enhance the
experience.

Spinmeth Casino offers a range of betting limits across its live dealer games, making it accessible
to both casual players and high rollers. Whether you prefer to play it safe with smaller bets or
chase bigger wins with larger wagers, you’ll find a table that suits your budget and playing style.
This flexibility ensures that everyone can enjoy the excitement of live casino gaming.

Bonuses and Promotions: Are They Worth It?

Spinmeth Casino, like many online casinos, rolls out the red carpet with enticing bonuses and
promotions. But are they truly worth your while? The key lies in understanding the fine print and
evaluating the overall value. A crucial aspect to consider is the welcome bonus.

Wagering Requirements and Their Impact

Wagering requirements, often called rollover or bonus playthrough, dictate how many times you
must bet the bonus amount before you can withdraw any winnings. For instance, a $100 bonus
with a 20x wagering requirement means you need to wager $2,000 (20 x $100) before cashing out.
A reasonable wagering requirement generally falls at or below 30x. Always check if certain games
contribute differently to fulfilling these requirements; some games might contribute only a small
percentage, or nothing at all.

Fairness and Transparency of Bonus T&Cs

Reading the Terms and Conditions (T&Cs) is non-negotiable. These detail crucial aspects like
game restrictions, maximum cashout limits, and the validity period of the bonus. Some bonuses
might restrict play on certain high-payout games, or cap the amount you can win. Transparent and
easy-to-understand T&Cs are a sign of a reputable casino. Clear terms ensure you know exactly
what you’re getting into, preventing nasty surprises down the line.

Spinmeth Casino also offers ongoing promotions such as reload bonuses and free spins, which can
add extra value to your deposits and gameplay. Loyalty programs reward regular players with
points that can be redeemed for bonuses or other perks. However, always scrutinize the wagering
requirements and bonus terms associated with these offers.

Ultimately, the value of Spinmeth Casino’s bonuses hinges on the fairness of the wagering
requirements, the presence of reasonable cashout limits, and the clarity of the bonus terms.
Bonuses should enhance your gaming experience, not become a source of frustration due to
unrealistic conditions. If the terms are player-friendly and transparent, the bonuses can be a
worthwhile addition to your gameplay.

Mobile Gaming Experience
App Availability and User Interface



11

Cultural Daily - 11 / 56 - 06.02.2026

Spinmeth Casino extends its reach to mobile platforms, offering players the flexibility to indulge in
their favorite games on the go. The availability of a dedicated mobile app enhances the user
experience, providing seamless access for both iOS and Android users. Navigating the Spinmeth
Casino mobile website is intuitively designed, ensuring a user-friendly experience even on smaller
screens. The mobile site maintains a responsive design, adapting smoothly to different devices and
screen orientations. Load times are optimized to ensure quick access to games and features,
minimizing wait times and maximizing gameplay. Whether accessing Spinmeth Casino through the
dedicated app or the mobile browser, players can expect a fluid and engaging experience.

Banking Options and Payout Speed

Spinmeth Casino provides various payment options to cater to Australian players’ preferences.
Players can fund their accounts using traditional methods such as credit and debit cards, as well as
e-wallets. For those who prefer modern solutions, Spinmeth Casino also accepts cryptocurrencies
like Bitcoin.

Aussie-friendly options like PayID are also available, ensuring convenient and familiar
transactions. Withdrawal methods typically mirror deposit options, allowing for seamless
movement of funds. Payout speeds are generally reliable, with e-wallet and cryptocurrency
withdrawals processed faster than traditional banking methods.

While specific processing times may vary, Spinmeth Casino aims to ensure players receive their
winnings promptly. Minimum deposit amounts are set reasonably allowing everyone to taste the
fun. It’s always a smart idea to double-check for any potential fees associated with specific deposit
or withdrawal methods within the casino’s terms and conditions.

Customer Support: Is Help Readily Available?

When diving into the world of online casinos, knowing that reliable help is just a click or call away
is reassuring. At Spinmeth Casino, customer support is offered through several channels, including
live chat, email, and sometimes phone support, ensuring players can find assistance in their
preferred method.

The responsiveness of Spinmeth Casino’s customer service is generally quick. Live chat typically
provides near-instant responses. While email support might take a bit longer, it’s still within a
reasonable timeframe. The availability of 24/7 support means help is accessible any time, which
greatly enhances the user experience.

Reports suggest that the support team is generally knowledgeable and helpful, capable of resolving
queries efficiently. This level of support can be vital in resolving issues quickly so you can get
back to enjoying your gaming experience.

Comparing Spinmeth Casino to its Competitors

Choosing the right online casino can feel like navigating a maze. Spinmeth Casino offers a unique
experience, but how does it stack up against the competition? Let’s break down some key
differences.

When it comes to game selection, Spinmeth holds its own with a diverse library. However, some
competitors might offer a larger number of titles or specialize in specific game types. Bonus
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structures and promotions are another crucial factor. Spinmeth provides enticing welcome bonuses
and loyalty programs, but it’s wise to compare the fine print with other casinos to see which offers
the most favorable terms.

Security is paramount in the online casino world. Spinmeth employs robust security measures to
protect user data, and it is important to check how these measures compare with industry standards
and those implemented by its competitors. Payout speeds can significantly impact player
satisfaction. While Spinmeth aims for prompt payouts, processing times can vary. Comparing these
times with other casinos will help players determine which platform best suits their needs for
accessing winnings efficiently.

Pros and Cons: A Quick Overview

Considering Spinmeth Casino? Here’s a rapid-fire rundown of the good and the not-so-good to
help you decide:

Pros:

Vast game selection catering to diverse player preferences.

Attractive bonuses and promotions to boost your bankroll.

User-friendly interface for seamless navigation.

Cons:

Wagering requirements on bonuses can be restrictive.

Limited information regarding licensing and regulation.

Customer support responsiveness may vary.

Conclusion: Is Spinmeth Casino Your Gateway to Thrilling
Aussie Gaming?

After a thorough examination, the final verdict on Spinmeth Casino leans toward cautious
optimism. While the platform presents a visually engaging interface and a diverse selection of
games, some concerns regarding licensing transparency and bonus wagering requirements remain
and should be considered.

For Australian players seeking a new online casino experience, Spinmeth offers definite appeal,
particularly for casual gamers who prioritize variety. However, high rollers and those seeking
ironclad security may find more established and regulated platforms better suited to their needs.
Proceed with careful consideration, ensuring you understand the terms and conditions before
depositing any funds. Spinmeth Casino presents both opportunities and risks; responsible gaming
is paramount.
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Posted in Casino | No Comments »

Endocannabinoid System and CBD: Weed.de Explains the
Biology Behind Cannabis Effects
Our Friends · Friday, February 6th, 2026

Your Body Already Makes Cannabis-Like Compounds: Here’s
How CBD Fits In

Understanding the connection between the endocannabinoid system and cbd starts with
recognizing what already exists inside the human brain and body. The endogenous cannabinoid
system operates constantly, regulating mood, pain, appetite, and immune responses. Platforms like
Weed.de provide research-driven content about how cannabis constituents interact with the
biological systems humans are born with.

The endocannabinoid system (ECS) works through cannabinoid receptors spread throughout the
central nervous system, peripheral nervous system, and immune system. CB1 and CB2 receptors
respond to endogenous cannabinoids produced naturally. Cannabidiol (CBD) from the cannabis
plant interacts with the endocannabinoid system components differently than THC does.

How Cannabinoid Receptors Shape the Stress Response

CB1 receptors concentrate heavily in the cerebral cortex and other brain regions controlling
emotional processing and memory. The receptors influence the sympathetic nervous system and
fight or flight response. Chronic stress depletes endogenous cannabinoids, reducing the body’s
ability to regulate anxiety and depression.

Early research and animal studies suggest CBD acts on cannabinoid receptor type 1 through
negative allosteric modulation rather than direct binding. The compound changes how receptors
respond to other cannabinoids without triggering the same psychoactive component as oral THC
produces.

CB2 receptors appear mainly in immune system tissues. The receptors control inflammatory and
immune responses throughout the body. Studies suggest cannabidiol CBD influences CB2
function, contributing to anti inflammatory effects observed in clinical trials and human studies.

Clinical Trials Reveal Therapeutic Potential

Double blind placebo controlled studies compare cannabis users receiving single and multiple
doses against placebo group participants. Preclinical evidence from animal studies showed promise
decades ago. Human studies now provide clinical implications for disorder treatment.

Cancer patients receiving therapeutic cannabis report pain relief and reduced nausea. Smoked
cannabis and oral THC preparations show therapeutic outcomes, though adverse effects include
dependency risks and withdrawal symptoms. Medical cannabis formulations with higher CBD
ratios produce fewer psychoactive effects.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/casino/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/spinmeth-casino-online-review-your-gateway-to-thrilling-aussie-gaming/#comment
https://www.culturaldaily.com/endocannabinoid-system-and-cbd-weed-de-explains-the-biology-behind-cannabis-effects/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/endocannabinoid-system-and-cbd-weed-de-explains-the-biology-behind-cannabis-effects/
/var/www/vhosts/culturaldaily.com/httpdocs/wp-content/plugins/wp-mpdf/themes/farfromequilibrium.co
/var/www/vhosts/culturaldaily.com/httpdocs/wp-content/plugins/wp-mpdf/themes/farfromequilibrium.co
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Neuropathic pain responds to cannabinoid receptor activation. Clinical trials testing CBD for
chronic pain show mixed results. Some studies suggest CBD may work as a potential treatment
when combined with other therapeutic approaches. Cancer patients and people managing chronic
conditions report health benefits, though more research clarifies therapeutic outcomes.

Cannabis Dependence and Substance Use Disorders

Cannabis use disorder affects male cannabis users and female users differently. Behavioral health
statistics from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration track cannabis
dependence rates across populations. Cannabis withdrawal produces anxiety, sleep disruption, and
depressive symptoms.

Fatty acid amide hydrolase breaks down anandamide, one of the main endogenous cannabinoids.
Selective inhibition of the enzyme increases anandamide levels naturally. Research explores
whether blocking breakdown provides therapeutic cannabis benefits without introducing external
cannabinoids.

Rimonabant antagonize acute effects of THC by blocking CB1 receptors. The drug showed
potential for treating substance use disorders and cannabis dependence but created severe
psychiatric side effects. The approach demonstrated functional interactions between cannabinoid
receptors and mental health.

Understanding Cannabis Constituents Beyond THC

Cannabis sativa contains hundreds of compounds. The psychoactive component THC dominates
recreational cannabis products. CBD acts differently, producing many health benefits without
intoxication. The therapeutic potential of cannabidiol comes from endocannabinoid signaling
modulation rather than receptor activation.

Nicotine replacement therapy and drug alcohol treatment programs now consider cannabis use
patterns. Some patients use cannabis while quitting other substances. Clinical implications remain
unclear. Early research suggests CBD might help manage withdrawal symptoms from other drugs.

Preclinical evidence supports anti inflammatory properties. Immune functions improve in some
animal studies. Human studies investigating autoimmune conditions show preliminary therapeutic
outcomes. Cancer patients and people with chronic inflammatory conditions report symptom relief.

What Medical Cannabis Research Means for Patients

Placebo controlled trials provide the strongest clinical evidence. Multiple doses tested over time
reveal patterns. Single dose studies miss long-term effects. Researchers track psychotic symptoms,
depressive symptoms, and emotional processing changes in cannabis users.

Medical cannabis laws vary across Germany and Europe. Patients access therapeutic cannabis
through qualified doctors and partner pharmacies. Weed.de connects medical patients with
physicians experienced in cannabis medicine. The platform publishes research about
endocannabinoid system components and how different cannabis constituents produce therapeutic
outcomes.

Drug use statistics from the Mental Health Services Administration show increasing acceptance.
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Recreational cannabis and medical cannabis markets grow. Cannabis withdrawal concerns some
healthcare providers. Substance abuse treatment programs adapt to address cannabis dependence
alongside other substance use disorders.

Finding Evidence-Based Cannabis Information

The endocannabinoid system exists in every human. Understanding how the endocannabinoid
system and cbd interact helps patients make informed decisions about therapeutic cannabis. Weed.
de provides access to research-driven content covering clinical trials, health benefits, adverse
effects, and therapeutic potential backed by preclinical evidence and human studies.

Frequently Asked Questions
How does the endocannabinoid system interact with cannabinoid
receptors in the central nervous system?

The endocannabinoid system uses cannabinoid receptors throughout the central nervous system to
regulate mood, pain, memory, and stress responses through naturally produced compounds and
those from the cannabis plant.

Can CBD from the cannabis plant help with substance use disorders or
cannabis use disorder?

Research explores whether CBD influences endocannabinoid system function and fatty acid amide
hydrolase activity to potentially reduce withdrawal symptoms, though clinical evidence for treating
substance use disorders remains limited.

Where can German patients find research-based information about the
endocannabinoid system and medical cannabis?

Weed.de provides evidence-based content about cannabinoid receptors, therapeutic applications,
and connects patients with qualified doctors experienced in medical cannabis prescriptions.

Photo: Freepik via their website.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE

Posted in CBD | No Comments »

Compagnie Hervé Koubi and the Porocity of Dance
Ann Haskins · Thursday, February 5th, 2026

After a week in the snow of New York and another week in the snow of Montreal, France-based

https://www.freepik.com/free-photo/organic-cannabis-product-arrangement_14493717.htm#fromView=search&page=2&position=20&uuid=cf752478-6f24-4f74-86c3-7ff5bde71700&query=endocannabinoid
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Compagnie Hervé Koubi was happy to be in Santa Barbara and enjoying sunshine. The company
brought its distinctive blend of urban street dance, Capoeira, and polished contemporary movement
before moving on to three more SoCal venues, concluding at Beverly Hills’ Wallis Theatre
February 19-20.

Originally established in 2000 by choreographer Hervé Koubi and producer Guillaume Gabriel, in
recent years the company has become almost an annual U.S. visitor. Previous visits brought
Koubi’s What the Day Was to the Night and The Barbarians, receiving both popular and critical
acclaim. Koubi’s signature style has been described in reviews as moving between hip-hop
physicality and the polish of classical dance.

This visit, the calling card is Sol Invictus, described by the choreographer “as a celebration of hope
in dark times that comes from antiquity, celebrating bonds that unite intertwined with the cycle of
the seasons.”

Gabriel, who multi-tasks as music arranger and costume designer as well as producer and co-
founder, spoke by phone from Santa Barbara with writer Ann Haskins, about Sol Invictus, the
attention-getting gold fabric that is integral to the newest work, and the choreographer’s long-
hidden personal history that shifted the company from a French company rooted in classical ballet
into a meeting place in the dance landscape where North African street dance meets polished
contemporary dance. (The interview has been edited for space and continuity.)

Compagnie Hervé Koubi. Photo by Steven Pisano

Haskins: I have seen several different English translations for Sol Invictus. How do you translate
Sol Invictus?

Gabriel: It could be translated as “invincible sun.” We kept it in the original Latin. Sol Invictus
was an old pagan celebration, the ancestor of Christmas. During the Roman period it was a
celebration that took place in the middle of the winter to hope for brighter days in the darkest days

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/hervekoubi5-e1769825202210.webp
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of the year, to hope for life and light to come back again. The name says that even if it’s dark, and
even if, in these moments, the situation, even the political situation, even the relationship between
the people, is tense and a bit dark, we hope for better days in our everyday lives.

Haskins: The moment shown in videos and that people talk about has a dancer spinning on his
head, then a large swath of gold fabric is released and he gets swirled up in it. Was that dramatic
effect intentional?

Gabriel: It was. This golden fabric is a dramaturgic element that allows us to shape time and space
throughout the work. It is something which is visual, but also something that is useful to express
rebirth, part of the celebration hoping that the sun comes back. We focused on the circle of life, of
the seasons, of ritual, and something that appears and disappears, dies and is reborn. That golden
fabric comes on at different moments in the piece, and you can imagine several things. It is
something that expresses different moments and helped us to develop the dramaturgic elements.

Compagnie Hervé Koubi. Photo by Daniel Roblin

Haskins: Hervé’s choreography and the company today suggests significant change. How did his
choreography and the company shift from a classic ballet background to this contemporary street
dance infused genre we’ve come to know?

Gabriel: Well, it came out of this meeting with Algerian dancers. Hervé was trained as a ballet
dancer, but it was training in the Rosella Hightower dance school in Cannes. She was American,
and her  way of thinking is deeply American, different from France. In France, we like to put
people in boxes–you are a ballet dancer or you are a conceptual dancer, or whatever. And with
Rosella Hightower, Hervé took the advantage of an approach to dance, where it can be anything, as
long as it’s made with heart and purpose and skills. His background prepared him inside to
welcome that porosity between different kinds of dances when we went to Algeria.

Haskins: It sounds like you have known Hervé for a long time. How did you meet?

Gabriel: I created the company with Hervé. We met 30 years ago and created the company 27
years ago.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/koubi3-danielroblin-e1769824880918.jpg
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Guillaume Gabriel of Compagnie Hervé Koubi. Photo courtesy of the artist

Haskins: Did you meet dancing?

Gabriel: No. We were friends. I was not dancing. I was working in a bank and Hervé was doing
his studies as a student of pharmacy. And I remember one day I made a movement, and he said,
“Oh, you should try to make that move.” I made the move again, and he said, “You should take a
ballet class.” So I took one ballet class. I was 23 and my first ballet class was with little girls of
seven years old. And then I took another one and another one, and then I decided to take one year
without going to the bank. I applied for a sabbatical holiday, and never went back to the bank.
Then, we created the company and everything started at that moment. At first, I did not tell my
parents. Only later did I let them know that I was not working in the bank anymore and that we
created a dance company. They said, “Okay, if you do what you like, it’s good.”

Haskins: What happened in Algeria?

Gabriel: After Hervé learned that he had Algerian roots, we decided to go to Algeria, and we
wanted to meet dancers from there, maybe for a project. The French Institute is the cultural center
in Algeria and I asked for their support to help me to find dancers in Algeria. They said, “There are
no dancers in Algeria. You can go and good luck, but there are no dancers.” I managed to have five
email addresses in Algeria. I wrote to these guys that we would like to meet dancers. We didn’t
care what techniques or where they were coming from. We just wanted to meet dancers.

The day of the casting, there were 250 people in the street. They were dancers, but they were not
coming from ballet or contemporary dance. They were coming from the streets–urban dance,
acrobats, circus. What was great is with those dancers, we did a path toward them, and they did a
path toward us, and we met in an in-between space never explored before in dance. We met those
dancers and the strength of that porosity, of that ability to work with different techniques was the
beginning of Hervé’s reflection about what could be a contemporary ballet, a ballet of the 21st
century that would leave space to those popular dances of today. If you look at the ballet of the
18th century, for example, you had steps coming from popular dances. The mazurka and the waltz
were rooted in 18th century popular dances. For us, a ballet of the 21st Century would also leave
space for dances of today, such as hip hop or Capoeira or break dance or different street dance.

Haskins: Once you met these Algerian dancers halfway, did that half way space involve some
additional training for them beyond street dance.

Gabriel: They were only dancing. They had no other background. For most of them the experience
with us was the first time they put a foot on stage. It was totally something new. But they were
ready in their brain, they were open to discover new things. And I think this is what you really

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/koubi-guillaumegabriel-e1769826159118.webp
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need when you are a dancer, never to say, Okay, I know what I do, and I will do only that. This is
my technique. No, you have to stay always aware, open to new things. And thanks to that, we
managed to start a new way of doing things, of choreographing.]

Compagnie Hervé Koubi. Photo by Steven Pisano

Haskins: The company evolved from its beginning. How and why did it change?

Gabriel: There was a turn in the company in 2010 when we met those dancers in Algeria, but the
company already had 10 years of existence in France and there were male and female dancers. In
the very beginning, for the first creation there were 13 dancers on stage, eleven girls, and two boys,
Hervé and me. During those first ten years, we always worked with a lot of people on stage, men
and women. As we developed the project in France and a bit abroad, I think everything was
prepared to let the project develop itself with Algerian dancers, with that unique thing in the kind
of hybrid place between ballet and hip hop and Capoeira and acrobatics. Over the first ten years,
the company laid the groundwork, and then, with a seismic personal event and going to Algeria,
discovering the wealth of street and other urban dancers, it just made sense to pivot the company
focus to what has drawn international attention and praise.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/hervekoubi7-stevenpisano-e1769824982393.jpg


20

Cultural Daily - 20 / 56 - 06.02.2026

Compagnie Hervé Koubi. Photo by Steven Pisano

Haskins: Can you talk about the seismic personal event?

Gabriel: Hervé thought that he was French, but no, he was Algerian. I think every family,
everyone has these little secrets. Hervé put them on the stage, but I think this is something that
could be shared with a lot of people in the audience.

Haskins: Many Americans might not know much about the relationship of Algeria and France.
What was so shocking to someone who thought he was French to find out he was Algerian?

Gabriel: Hervé was born and raised in France. Growing up, he knew there was a long and troubled
history between France and Algeria, and that his parents had been born in Algeria, but understood
that his grandparents were from France, had gone to Algeria as part of France’s colonization of
Algeria, and that his parents came back to France in the 1960s because of the decolonization war
and the aftermath. He thought Hervé was a tribute to his great grandparents from Brittany. He was
raised in a way that was very French, not at all North African, and with light skin and freckles, he
did not look at all North African.  However, Koubi did not sound like a French last name. Hervé
was 25 when he asked his father about the last name. His father showed him a photo of an old man
in traditional Arabic dress and said “This is your grandfather. He was not French. He did not speak
French. Arabic was spoken from your mother’s side and your father’s side.”  It was a shock. Hervé
had no idea.

Haskins: Why did they hide it from Hervé?

Gabriel: When they came to France after the Algerian independence war, his parents thought that
with the decision to come to France rather than be in Algeria, they would be welcomed with open
arms. But that was not how it was. His mother told a story describing one example of how she
encountered the widespread prejudice and subhuman regard by the French hold toward Algerians.
When they came back to France, she went to the butcher and asked for some marguez, a North

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/hervekoubi-stevepisano-2-e1769824809771.jpg
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African sausage. The butcher replied “But Madam, you are not in a savage place, you are in
France.” She realized that if she wanted to integrate, not be stigmatized and discriminated against,
she had to be more French than the French. They raised Hervé as if he were French, and his true
history was put under the cover, in the closet.

Compagnie Hervé Koubi. Photo by Steven Pisano

Haskins: The early visits had only male dancers. Sol Invictus has male and female dancers. What
was that about?

Gabriel: When we went to Algeria and there were 250 people in the street for the casting, there
were 249 boys and one girl. So when we did this creation that became What the Day Was to the
Night with those male dancers, that was not really a choice to have only male dancers. In a way,
the work asked the question who Hervé was, and became about his Algerian roots and how he
found a sense of brotherhood.

Then for the second creation, The Barbarian Nights, we wanted to focus on the bigger history of
the Mediterranean basin, where we paid tribute to all the cultures that gave foundation to the global
Mediterranean basin culture. The question for that piece was what is a barbarian? Most of the time,
people will say barbarians are the people who kill others and take the culture. But if you look at the
etymological sense of what a barbarian is, it is just someone who doesn’t have the same culture as
you. For the Romans, the Greeks were barbarians, and this word ‘barbarians’ comes from the
Roman people listening to the Greeks speaking, and they only heard “baa, baa, baa, baa, baa.” So
the Romans named the Greeks ‘barbarians’ out of this sound. For that piece, we wanted to go with
the same team of dancers, because the question was conflict, which usually comes from men. For
us, The Barbarians was an opportunity to recall that no matter whether you come from France,
Algeria. Italy, Morocco, Spain, we all have roots in those many cultures, a belonging which is
much older than borders and boundaries of nations.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/hervekoubi3-stevenpisano-e1769825095538.jpg
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Compagnie Hervé Koubi. Photo courtesy of the artist

Haskins: Was there also a question that triggered Sol Invictus?

Gabriel: For Sol Invictus, the question was in another place, to pay tribute to all the dances that
shaped Hervé’s choreographic creations and to show that very different people coming from very
different cultures, very different nationalities, regardless what differences there are, we can dance
together and we can live together. This is where our hope is, and this is where Sol Invictus is. This
is our declaration of love to dance and also a declaration of hope. So, for this piece, we wanted
boys, girls, every kind of people, that brought us back to mixed company.

Compagnie Hervé Koubi in Sol Invictus

Choreographer: Hervé Koubi

Assistant Choreographer: Faycal Hamlat

Music: Mikael Karlsson, Maxime Bodson, Steve Reich, Ludwig van Beethoven

Arrangements: Guillaume Gabriel

Lighting: Lionel Buzonie

Costumes: Guillaume Gabriel

Artistic Advisor: Bérengère Alfort

External Advisors: Odile Cougoule, Mohamed Zerouali

Dancers: Ilnur Bashirov, Francesca Bazzucchi, Badr Benr Guibi, Joy Isabella Brown, Denis

Chernykh, Samuel da Silveira Lima, Youssef El Kanfoudi, Mauricio Farias da Silva, Abdelghani

Ferradji, Elder Matheus Freitas Fernandes Oliveira, Hsuan-Hung Hsu, Pavel Krupa, Ismail

Oubbajaddi, Ediomar Pinherio de Queiroz, Allan Sobral dos Santos, Anderson Vitor Santos,

Karn Steiner, El Houssaini Zahid

San Diego Balboa Theatre, Fri., Jan. 30, 7:30 pm, $45-$112. Ticketmaster. Also at McCallum
Theatre, 73000 Fred Waring Dr., Palm Desert; Sun., Feb. 1, 3 pm, $47-$107. McCallum Theatre

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/hervekoubi-e1769826257701.jpg
https://www.ticketmaster.com/la-jolla-music-society-presents-herve-san-diego-california-01-30-2026/event/0A0062D8C9C75260
https://secure.mccallumtheatre.org/1683/1684
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Palm Desert. Also at The Wallis, 9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly Hills; Thurs.-Fri., Feb.
19-20, 7:30 pm, Sat., Feb. 21, 2 pm, The Wallis.

Posted in Theatre, Music, Dance, Performing | No Comments »

Making Money Through Smarter Real Estate Decisions
Our Friends · Thursday, February 5th, 2026

For many people, the idea of making more money starts with cutting expenses or working longer
hours, but long-term financial growth usually comes from something else entirely. It comes from
having an ownership structure and the decisions that keep paying off over time. Real estate has
something that continues to attract people because of this reason: it offers you income, leverage,
and a chance to build wealth steadily rather than all at once. Earning through property isn’t about
getting quick wins; it’s all about making sure you are setting up systems that can turn your assets
into an income while also reducing any friction. When it’s done well, real estate can become a
source of financial momentum rather than feeling like it is constantly stressing you out.

Why Real Estate Remains a Reliable Income Path

Real estate has survived market shifts, economic downturns, and changing trends. The reason is
simple: people always need places to live and work. But demand creates opportunity for people
who want to approach property ownership and have a good, solid plan in place. Rental income
provides a predictable cash flow over time, and property values may increase, which can help pay
down debt. This combination makes real estate attractive to people who want income now and
equity later. But profit doesn’t come automatically; it comes from how well the investment is
managed.

Turning Property Into a Consistent Revenue Stream

Earning property alone doesn’t generate income. Management does. Rentcollection, maintenance,
planning, and clear agreements all affect profitability.,Missed payments or unclear terms can
quickly eat into profit margins. That’s where successful property owners focus on clarity from the
start. Using an online lease agreement helps to set expectations clearly and protects income by
outlining the responsibilities, payment terms, and timelines. When agreements are well defined,
disputes decrease, and payments become more consistent. Consistency is what turns property into
dependable income streams rather than being a financial gamble.

Cash Flow Depends on Structure

Cash flow is the foundation of any income-focused real estate strategy; without it, long-term plans
fall apart. Owners who struggle often don’t lack this type of opportunity; what they lack is the
structure. Late payments and unmanaged expenses can lead to small issues turning into much
larger problems further down the line. Clear systems create predictable results. When rent is
collected on time, and costs are controlled, income becomes easier to look at for the future that is
predicted to be. This allows customers to plan reinvestments, expansions, or personal financial

https://secure.mccallumtheatre.org/1683/1684
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goals with the utmost confidence.

Making Money Requires Intentional Decisions

Making money doesn’t happen by accident; it comes from choices that prioritize return over
convenience. This means that you need to make sure you choose the right property, set clear rental
terms, and maintain the asset properly, as well as talk to you and manage your tenants
professionally. These decisions are something that affects profitability. When they are handled in a
casual way, the returns often shrink; when handled intentionally, incomes stabilize, and it becomes
something that can be depended on. This is where money-focused thinking separates hobby
ownership from real investors.

Lifestyle Decisions Still Affect Income

Even when the goal is financial, personal habits are still important. Time management,
organization, and follow-through all influence results. The differences have these habits applied.
People who make intentional lifestyle choices around money tend to treat income-generating assets
with a little bit more discipline. They have a plan that takes them into the future, and it helps them
to reduce the risks. This approach doesn’t remove flexibility; it creates it instead. Having a reliable
income means that you have more options over time.

Scaling Income Through Better Systems

Many property owners start with just one unit; over time, that can grow into multiple different
properties. Scaling income requires more than just buying additional assets, though it requires you
to have a system in place that is able to actually deal with the growth. Manual processes break
down quickly; what works for one tenant is not normally going to work if you have five or ten.
Organized documentation, having agreements that are standardized across the board, and clear
communication mean that expansion is more possible. The goal is to grow income without having
to multiply the level of stress.

Protecting Profit by Reducing Risk

Every investment carries risk, and real estate risk often shows up through unpaid rent, property
damage, or legal disputes. While risk can’t be eliminated, it can be managed. Clear agreements,
proper screening, and documented processes all reduce exposure to this. They also help protect
cash flow when unexpected situations do come up. Risk management isn’t about being fully
cautious; it’s all about making sure that you have some sort of protection in place for your income,
so that growth can be sustainable.

Income Stability Creates Opportunity

When income is unstable, decisions become reactive. When income is predictable, opportunities
open up. Stable rental income can help to support things like reinvestment into additional
properties, paying down debt faster, and diversifying income streams. It also provides people with
greater personal financial flexibility. That type of stability is exactly what people want when they
say they are looking to make more money.

Thinking Long Term Instead of Chasing Short-Term Gains

https://www.freelancerlets.com/news/7-ways-to-create-a-positive-landlordtenant-relationship.html
https://www.culturaldaily.com/lifestyle-choices-that-support-relaxation-and-focus/
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Quick profits are appealing, but they rarely build lasting real estate rewards. Patients and planning
owners who are looking to focus on only long-term income are usually the ones who focus and
outperform those chasing faster returns. They prioritize building strong foundations, having clear
agreements in place, and building positive cash flow. This type of mindset turns property into a
financial tool that works for them year after year.

Final Thoughts

Making money through real estate isn’t about getting lucky or timing; it’s all about making the
right decisions, having the right systems in place, and having some consistency. When property
ownership is treated as an income plan rather than a bit of a side project, results will change. Clear
agreements protect revenue, structured processes support growth, and intentional decisions
compound over time. Real estate doesn’t need to be complicated in order to be profitable; it just
needs to be managed properly and with purpose.

Photo: Tierra Mallorca via Unsplash.
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The Different Types of Tongits Online Games
Our Friends · Thursday, February 5th, 2026

Ang mga laro ng Tongits online continues to grow as more players turn to digital platforms to
enjoy a familiar Filipino card game.

What once required a physical table and a full group can now happen through mobile devices and
desktop screens, allowing players to join matches at any time.

This accessibility has made Tongits easier to learn and practice, especially for those balancing
work or other commitments.

Online platforms provide an environment where players can improve through repetition. Quick
matchmaking and flexible sessions allow players to complete several rounds in a short time,
helping them understand card combinations, timing, and common strategies.

For beginners, the process creates a low-pressure way to become familiar with the rules. For
experienced players, it offers a consistent space to refine decision-making.

Different apps cater to different preferences. Some emphasize social interaction. Others focus on
streamlined gameplay. Some platforms provide structured matches and ranking systems for more
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competitive settings.

Because of this variety, players can choose how they want to approach the game and adjust their
environment as their skills improve.

Exploring multiple platforms helps players understand how online Tongits works across different
formats. Each option supports a specific type of experience, whether the goal is casual play, steady
improvement, or participation in more organized matches.

Knowing these differences makes it easier to decide where to begin and how to progress in the
digital version of the game.

Tongits Go

Tongits Go is one of the most widely recognized apps for players looking to start with an
accessible and interactive platform. Its design allows users to enter matches quickly, making it
suitable for short sessions or extended play.

This flexibility helps players stay engaged without needing to commit to long periods of time.

The platform also supports consistent practice. Because matches begin quickly and repeat
frequently, players can observe patterns and test different strategies across multiple rounds.

This repetition helps build familiarity with card management and timing. Over time, players
become more confident in their decisions and more aware of how opponents approach the game.

Tongits Go includes several modes that allow players to adjust the level of challenge. Beginners
can focus on understanding the basics, while experienced players can look for more competitive
tables.

Tongits Go Games

Category Games Available

Card Games
Tongits, Super Tongits, Pusoy, OFC (Open-Face Chinese), Poker, Pusoy Dos,
Lucky 9, 8 Rummy

Casual Games Joker, Sabong, Pool, Mines, Crash, Slots

Classics & Others Mahjong

This range makes the platform suitable for a wide audience. It acts as an entry point for those
learning the digital format and a steady practice space for those aiming to improve.

For players who value accessibility and interaction, Tongits Go offers an environment where
learning and social play can happen at the same time.

Tongits Star

Tongits Star is designed for players who prefer a more focused and structured experience. Its
interface prioritizes clarity, allowing users to concentrate on gameplay without unnecessary visual
distractions.

This makes it easier to track cards, evaluate options, and make decisions during each round.
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The platform supports steady improvement through consistent gameplay. Ranking systems and
competitive tables provide a sense of progression, encouraging players to measure their
development over time.

Tongits Star also allows for practice through different match types. Some players use it to
experiment with strategies in controlled settings before joining more competitive tables.

Tongits Star Games

Category Games Available

Card Games Tongits, Pusoy, Remi, Poker, Pusoy Dos, Lucky 9

Casino-Style Games Bingo, Sicbo, Joker, Slots, Mines, Crash

Casual/Skill Games 8 Ball

This approach helps build confidence and refine techniques without pressure. Once comfortable,
players can move into matches where timing and observation become more critical.

The straightforward design benefits those who want to treat Tongits as a strategic card game. With
fewer distractions, attention remains on hand management, discards, and reading opponents’
actions.

This focus can help players develop a more disciplined approach to the game.

Tongits ZingPlay

Tongits ZingPlay offers a simplified approach that centers on the fundamentals of the game. Its
design removes extra features and keeps the interface clean, allowing players to focus entirely on
drawing, melding, and discarding cards.

This straightforward layout makes it accessible to beginners while still appealing to experienced
players who prefer minimal distractions.

The platform’s pacing is steady, allowing users to follow each round without feeling rushed.

This consistency helps players recognize patterns and understand how different decisions influence
the outcome of a match. Over time, repeated play builds familiarity with the rhythm of the game
and improves overall awareness.

Navigation is simple, making it easy to move between matches. Because the system remains
predictable, players can concentrate on refining their approach rather than adjusting to changing
formats.

This reliability makes ZingPlay a useful environment for those who want to revisit the basics or
maintain regular practice.

The emphasis on core mechanics allows players to observe how strategies unfold without
additional layers of features competing for attention.

For beginners, this helps build confidence. For experienced players, it provides a calm setting to
stay engaged with the game.
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Laro ng Tongits Online sa GameZone

As players become more familiar with mga laro ng Tongits online, some begin looking for
environments with clearer systems and stronger safeguards.

GameZone offers a structured platform designed for players who want a more organized setting.
Rather than functioning as a purely casual app, it operates as a licensed online casino under
PAGCOR.

GameZone includes Tongits alongside other Filipino card games within a regulated system.
Account verification, secure transactions, and responsible gaming tools are part of the platform’s
framework.

These measures help ensure that matches are conducted in a controlled and consistent environment.
Players can also access features that support balanced play, such as limits on spending and time.

The platform provides a sense of stability across sessions. Because rules and systems remain
consistent, players can focus on improving their game.

Organized matchmaking and monitored tables help maintain fairness, allowing users to participate
with confidence in the platform’s structure.

For players who have spent time on free apps, GameZone can serve as a more formal setting. It
offers an environment where gameplay follows established guidelines and where progress can feel
more structured.

This makes it suitable for those who want their matches to take place within a regulated system
while still enjoying familiar mechanics.

GameZone represents one of several ways players can continue their digital Tongits experience,
especially for those seeking a more organized platform.

FAQ

Q: Is Tongits similar to poker?
A: Aside from both being card games, they have different rules and gameplay systems.

Q: Is Tongits Go free-to-play?
A: Yes.

Q: What is GameZone?
A: An online casino platform that offers Tongits and other Filipino card games.

Q: Is GameZone free-to-play?
A: No. As a PAGCOR online casino, it operates using real-money systems.

Q: What do I need to make a GameZone account?
A: One valid ID and a mobile phone number.

Q: How do you deposit and withdraw winnings?
A: Through supported payment services such as GCash and Maya.
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Q: Paano mag-deposit at mag-withdraw?

A: Sa pamamagitan ng trusted services tulad ng GCash at Maya.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE IN SUPPORT OF OUR NONPROFIT COVERAGE OF ARTS
AND CULTURE
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Running a studio from home: The hidden costs nobody talks
about
Our Friends · Thursday, February 5th, 2026

Creative professionals increasingly run studios from home, converting spare rooms into design
spaces, editing suites or consultation areas where they meet clients and produce work. The appeal
is obvious: no rent, short commute and complete control over your environment. What’s less
obvious are the hidden costs that accumulate once you’re actually operating a professional creative
business from your living space.

These expenses aren’t catastrophic individually, but they add up in ways that affect profitability
and sustainability more than most home studio operators anticipate when they’re getting started.

The professional presentation problem
Working from home saves rent, but it creates expectations around professional presentation that
you might not have considered. When you invite clients to, or host video calls from, your home
studio, they’re judging your professionalism partly based on how your workspace looks and
functions. A bedroom with a desk doesn’t convey the same credibility as a proper studio setup,
regardless of your actual skills.

Creating a professional workspace means investing in furniture, equipment and presentation tools
that you might not need if you were renting commercial space that came fitted out. A proper glass
whiteboard for client presentations, for instance, signals organisation and professionalism in ways
that scribbled notes on scraps of paper cannot match.

The challenge is that these investments come from your personal budget rather than business
expenses you’d expect when renting commercial premises. You’re essentially fitting out
commercial space at residential property, which creates costs that eat into the money you’re
theoretically saving on rent.

Materials and supplies accumulation
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Creative work requires materials. Designers need paper samples, photographers need backdrops,
consultants need presentation materials. When you’re working from commercial premises, these
supplies live at the office. When you’re working from home, they live in your spare bedroom,
hallway cupboard or garage.

The storage requirements for professional materials in residential spaces create ongoing costs. You
might need additional shelving, storage solutions or even climate control to protect valuable
equipment and materials. High-quality coloured paper for client presentations, design samples
and various supplies all require proper storage that residential properties weren’t designed to
accommodate.

This extends beyond just physical space to organisation systems. Commercial premises often
include proper filing, storage and organisation infrastructure. Home studios require you to
implement and maintain these systems yourself, which means ongoing investment in storage
solutions, organisation tools and the time required to maintain them.

Utility costs that residential rates don’t account for

Running a creative studio from home means using considerably more electricity, heating and
internet bandwidth than typical residential consumption. Your energy bills increase substantially
when you’re running professional equipment during business hours, maintaining comfortable
temperatures for client meetings and using commercial-grade internet for file transfers and video
calls.

Most residential utility contracts aren’t optimised for commercial use patterns. You’re paying
residential rates for commercial consumption, which often means higher costs per unit than
businesses with commercial contracts would pay. The difference might seem minor monthly, but it
compounds over years of operation.

Insurance represents another hidden cost. Standard home insurance typically doesn’t cover
business equipment, client injuries on your property or professional liability. Proper coverage for a
home studio requires additional policies that many creative professionals don’t budget for initially,
then discover they need after something goes wrong.

The work-life boundary expense

Maintaining professional boundaries when your studio occupies your home creates costs that aren’t
immediately financial but affect quality of life and productivity. You might need to schedule
childcare during client meetings, restrict family members from certain areas during business hours
or maintain the space in client-ready condition constantly rather than just during work hours.

These boundary maintenance costs often translate into actual expenses. Additional childcare,
cleaning services to keep client areas pristine or simply the mental energy required to constantly
context-switch between home and work modes all represent real costs that commercial premises
naturally separate.

Making home studios work financially

Understanding these hidden costs doesn’t mean home studios are financially unviable, but rather
that the savings compared to commercial rent are smaller than they initially appear. Successful
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home studio operators budget for professional presentation, proper materials storage, increased
utilities and the various other expenses that come with running commercial operations from
residential property.

Working with suppliers like Viking Direct that understand business needs helps manage these costs
through quality products that last and proper solutions rather than makeshift residential
alternatives. The key is treating your home studio as the professional business it is, budgeting
accordingly and not assuming that eliminating rent means eliminating most of your overhead.

Creative professionals running studios from home can absolutely build successful, profitable
businesses. The challenge is recognising that “working from home” and “running a home studio”
represent different cost structures, with the latter requiring investments that residential life doesn’t
typically include. Understanding and planning for these hidden costs means you can build
sustainable creative businesses that actually deliver the financial benefits that motivated the home
studio decision in the first place.

Photo: This_is_Engineering via PIxabay.
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Minimalist design, maximum tension: how Aviator reframes
digital play
Our Friends · Wednesday, February 4th, 2026

In 2026, minimalist design works best when it disappears into the experience. In illustration, the
popular game Aviator demonstrates how restraint can intensify emotional engagement because it
allows you to focus completely on the gameplay. As the game strips visual elements down to
essentials, your attention naturally shifts to a single rising multiplier and the decision that unfolds
in seconds, which in turn heightens every moment of awareness. This simplicity keeps you
deliberate in each action while also contributing to Aviator’s rapid growth, since it has become one
of the most widely played digital crash games, with more than 10 million active monthly players
and over 165,000 bets placed every minute worldwide.

In that context, when you place an Aviator bet, you notice that there is no visual noise to compete
for attention, so all your focus goes toward anticipation and timing. As a result, the experience
feels immediate and immersive, encouraging you to stay present through each brief round and turn
instinct into action. At the same time, it reflects a broader shift in digital play toward experiences
that reward psychological involvement, where minimal design choices carry emotional weight and
heighten tension through precise pacing.
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A stripped interface that heightens focus

Aviator’s interface presents only what you need to act decisively, which immediately directs your
attention to the most important elements of play. The multiplier, wager status and cash-out control
remain clearly visible, so you can make quick decisions without hesitation, and this design
encourages sustained focus and awareness as each round progresses.

Because nothing distracts the eye, even small changes feel significant; when you commit to an
Aviator bet, the interface stays neutral and responsive, allowing you to interpret the moment on
your own terms. Responsibility for action remains firmly with you, so that sense of ownership
sharpens how closely you track each second of the round. Consequently, the structure supports
active engagement, keeping you mentally involved from start to finish while reinforcing the feeling
that attention and discipline directly influence outcomes.

Timing as the core mechanic

Each round in Aviator is built around time pressure, so the game’s presentation naturally amplifies
that pressure so you feel fully engaged from the start. Rounds move quickly, creating a rhythm in
which your decisions rely on instinct and awareness and as the plane climbs, you feel uncertainty
build, which in turn drives emotional engagement.

Making an Aviator bet becomes an exercise in managing that tension while the multiplier rises, so
as there is no extended buildup or complex sequence to follow, the narrow window keeps you
mentally locked into the moment. This design transforms a simple mechanic into a test of
composure, where success comes from recognizing key moments, understanding your comfort
level and acting with restraint before the opportunity passes, sometimes without warning.

Social presence without visual noise

Despite its minimalist approach, Aviator incorporates social interaction in ways that feel
immediate and relevant, which allows you to sense the energy of other players as the round
unfolds. Live chat and visible betting activity show how others are responding in real time, so these
elements add context and shared momentum while keeping the screen clean and readable.

When you place an Aviator bet, you are participating alongside others experiencing the same
tension, so that shared awareness subtly heightens your focus on your own decisions. That
collective moment creates psychological influence, even though each outcome remains
independent and social features operate quietly in the background, maintaining the communal
atmosphere without disrupting concentration. As a result, this balance keeps your personal
decision-making at the center, while still acknowledging the fast-paced, interactive nature of digital
play.

Trust, transparency and mental clarity

Aviator operates on a provably fair system that verifies the randomness of each round, which
provides a technological foundation that supports confidence without demanding attention during
play. Because transparency is built into the structure, you do not need to think about verification
methods while the plane ascends and that quiet reliability removes unnecessary doubt.

When you place an Aviator bet, uncertainty feels authentic. Meanwhile, outcomes feel

https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/technology/
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independent, allowing you to focus your mental energy on timing and decision-making, which
keeps your reactions sharp even as pressure builds. Minimalist design reinforces this clarity,
preventing doubt and second-guessing from interrupting the experience. The result is a clean
psychological loop where risk feels real, decisions feel personal and your attention stays anchored
in the moment.

Accessibility across modern platforms

Aviator’s design adapts smoothly across desktops, tablets and smartphones, which guarantees
your experience remains consistent no matter where you play. Controls stay responsive, text
remains legible and performance holds steady even during rapid rounds, so you can focus entirely
on the game without distraction. This consistency supports flexible play, allowing you to engage
without adjusting expectations, while each Aviator bet feels identical in pace and structure
regardless of device, which reinforces familiarity and confidence.

That uniformity matters in a game driven by timing, where hesitation can affect outcomes,
particularly during high-multiplier moments. Here, prioritizing clarity and responsiveness helps the
design align with modern usage habits while preserving intensity. As a result, the experience feels
portable and focused, maintaining its identity across platforms without sacrificing the tension that
defines every round.

Why less continues to feel like more

Aviator shows how intentional simplicity can create depth when your attention stays fully engaged.
With fewer visuals competing for focus, timing, trust and awareness move to the foreground,
making tension the defining feature of play. Ergo, each Aviator bet becomes a moment of self-
assessment, in which you measure instinct against discipline and decide when to act and that
internal calculation gives every round personal weight.

This approach reflects broader trends in digital entertainment that reward presence and
concentration, while minimalism intensifies engagement and sharpens your emotional response
because your choices carry clear significance. As digital play continues to expand, Aviator offers a
clear example of how restraint, pacing and focus heighten excitement, demonstrating that powerful
experiences often emerge from deliberate simplicity.

Photo: Alexander Taranenko via Pexels.
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More Uncertainties Than Usual
Ann Haskins · Wednesday, February 4th, 2026

New federal travel bans jeopardize African dancers’ tour to SoCal; new choreography showcased
in West LA festival; a legacy modern dance in Orange; contemporary choreography in Santa
Monica, Frogtown, Westwood, and Pasadena; Ohio visitors open Laguna dance fest; ballet two
ways in Santa Barbara; more SoCal dance this week, plus a peek at what’s coming next week.

Live This Week (thru February 12)

A two-fer

This week the Dance at the Odyssey festival brings a double bill — a premiere that draws from
traditional Greek dances and two choreographers who ponder struggles half a world apart. In their
world premiere, In Default: Joy, Marianna Varviani and Selcouth Dance Theatre consider how
ritual and gesture can channel energy into movement. The new work is danced by co-creators
Simon Chernow, Tyler Law and Maya Peterson. In LlamadoKodo, choreographer/performers
Efrén Olson-Sánchez and Chie Saito explore cultural and ecological struggles of Mexico and
Japan. Dance at the Odyssey at the Odyssey Theatre, 2955 S. Sepulveda Blvd., West LA; Fri.-Sat.,
Feb. 6-7, Sun., Feb. 8, 2 pm, $28. Dance at the Odyssey.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/more-uncertainties-than-usual/
https://odysseytheatre.com/dance/
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Efren Olson Sanchez and Chie Saito. Photo by Michael Blendermann

Giving voice

Returning to the Dance at the Odyssey festival, formerly incarcerated and self-described “free
world” members of Dancing Through Prison Walls bring FREEDOM TIME to the stage. Over
the years, the group has built a platform to articulate and amplify the voices of the incarcerated.
Dancers this time include Mohamed Abo-Bargs, Suchi Branfman, Jay Carlon, Selina Ho, Kenji
Igus, Brianna Mims, Amy Oden, Terry Sakamoto and Tom Tsai. Odyssey Theatre 2, 2955 S.
Sepulveda Blvd., West LA; Fri.-Sat., Feb. 6-7, 8 pm, Sun., Feb. 8, 2 pm, $25 (+$3 for credit cards).

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/efren-olson-sanchez-chie-saito-e1770076653563.jpg
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Dance At the Odyssey.

Dancing Through Prison Walls. Photo by Alessia Zanobini

Visa cancel culture?

As of publication, the U.S. tour by Les Ballets Africains, including stops this week in Santa
Barbara and Malibu, is in jeopardy because new federal travel bans and restrictions on some
African countries are holding up visas for dancers and drummers. The celebrated company of 35
dancers and drummers cancelled last week’s opening shows in Florida, and the Santa Fe New
Mexican newspaper announced the Feb. 10 Santa Fe show is uncertain. As of press time, both the
Santa Barbara and Malibu presenters were waiting to hear if the tour is going ahead. Check with
the theater for the latest and the refund policy if the tour is cancelled or postponed. (maybe) at the
Granada Theatre, 1214 State St., Santa Barbara; Fri., Feb. 6, 7:30 pm, $40-$70. Granada Theatre-
Santa Barbara. Also (maybe) at Smothers Theatre, Pepperdine University, 24255 Pacific Coast
Highway, Malibu; Sun., Feb. 8, 5 pm, $30.50-$58. Les Ballets Africains.

https://odysseytheatre.com/whats-on/dance-at-the-odyssey-2026/
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Les Ballets Africains. Photo courtesy of the artists

Dance with snacks

Kicking off 2026 with the first of roughly ten shows this year, the high energy dancers of
BrockusRED conjure up a JAZZ Club with theatrical performance, food and drink. The company
offers single tickets, discounts for two, and a a pass to all 2026 shows for $160. Brockus Project
Studios, Black Box Theater, 618 B Moulton Ave., Lincoln Heights; Sat., Feb. 7, 8 pm, Sun., Feb.
8, 6 pm, $25 (2 for $40), note date you are buying for at Zelle: 562-412-7429, Venmo:
@brockusProjectStudios, Paypal, cash at the door, Brockus Project Studios.

BrockusRED. Photo by Denise Leitner
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Legacy with spine

Among the dance (and other performing artists) withdrawing after the renaming of Washington
D.C.’s John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the Martha Graham Dance Company
recently announced it would not go forward with its scheduled performance there this spring. The
company is continuing with its tour, Graham at 100, marking the centenary of the legendary
choreographer, bringing  five works to the stage. On the program, Cortege, Diversion of Angels,
Lamentation, and En Masse. For Steps in the Street, company members are joined by dancers from
Chapman Dance. Musco Center for the Arts, Chapman University, 415 Glassell, Orange; Wed.,
Feb. 11, 7:30 pm, $58-$98. Musco Center.

Martha Graham Dance Company. Photo by Brigid Pierce

Stretching limits

The trio of Lena Kira Martin, Mandolin Noelani Burns, and Celeste Oliver join forces for Free All
Night Long, exploring exhaustion, moments of release, and their physical limits in real time with
live soundscapes. Highways Performance Space, 1651 18th St., Santa Monica; Fri.-Sat., Feb. 6-7, 8
pm, $20. Highways Performance Space.

https://muscocenter.org/Online/article/martha-graham-26
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/graham2-brigidpierce-e1695776355246.jpeg
https://www.highwaysperformance.org/events/free-all-night-long-2026-02-06-20-00
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Dayton Contemporary Dance Company. Photo courtesy of the artists

Backstage and onstage

This year’s jam-packed Laguna Dance Festival opens with an informal “backstage” showcase
with Ohio’s Dayton Contemporary Dance, in advance of its mainstage performance on Friday.
Saturday’s Valentine-themed show Heart 2 Heart, features pas de deux from a line up of visiting
dancers. SoCal dancers and dance companies take the stage on Sunday. Check the website for
more details. All performances at Laguna Playhouse, 606 Laguna Canyon Rd., Laguna Beach;
Backstage with Dayton Contemporary Dance — Thurs., Feb. 12, 6 pm, free with ticket; Dayton
Contemporary Dance — Fri., Feb. 13, 7 pm, $75, $25 students; Heart 2 Heart (multiple companies
in pas de deux program) — Sat., Feb. 14, 7 pm, $75-$250, $25 students, So Cal dance
companies–Sun., Feb. 15, 3 pm, $75, $25 students. Laguna Dance Festival.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/daytoncontemporarydance-e1770077538124.jpg
https://lagunadance.org/love-letters/
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Will Rawls. Photo by Sarah M Golonka

Museum dancing

As part of the biennial Made in LA events, choreographer Will Rawls stages the final site-specific
performances titled Unmade that travel in, around, and outside the museum’s galleries. The
dancers include Gurmukhi Bevli, Maya Billig, Ajani Brannum, Jeremy De’jon Guyton, Tiara
Jackson, and Kensaku Shinohara. Hammer Museum, 10899 Wilshire Blvd., Westwood; Sat., Sat.,
Feb. 7 & 28, noon to 4 pm, free. Hammer Museum.

When dancers make dances

Santa Barbara’s professional ballet company, State Street Ballet, invites the audience into its
studios for Evenings, showcasing choreography by company members. The evening includes
refreshments. Gail Towbes Center for Dance, 2285 Las Positas Rd., Santa Barbara; Fri-Sat., Feb.
6-7, 7:30, $35 in advance, $40 at door (if space allows). State Street Ballet.

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/willrawls-saragolonka-e1761058239259.jpg
https://hammer.ucla.edu/
https://statestreetballet.com/evenings-2026
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State Street Ballet. Photo courtesy of the artists

Shoes will be lost

Later this month, World Ballet’s Swan Lake will be making the rounds, but this week, the touring
company brings its Cinderella to the stage. Granada Theatre, 1214 State St, Santa Barbara; Thurs.,
Feb. 12, 7 pm, $54-$129 (w/fees). World Ballet — Santa Barbara.

World Ballet. Photo courtesy of the artists

Togetherness

Not strictly a dance concert or just providing back up, Lineage Dancers join singer/guitarist Chris

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/statestreet2023a.jpg
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Pierce in Concert on their home stage. Lineage Performing Arts Center, 920 E. Mountain St.,
Pasadena; Sat., Feb. 7, 7 pm, $33.42, $23.02 students/seniors. Lineage Dancers.

Lineage Dance. Photo courtesy of the artists

New takes

Eleven choreographers present in this quarterly installment of the informal preview series MashUp
Contemporary Dance Open Mic. Based on a first-come, first-served selection, each edition offers
work from choreographers and a chance for audience input. This edition features choreographers
Shanti Topzand, Erika Mentzer, Maryam Malmir, Isaac Knuteson, Samuel Macias, Yoko Hasebe,
Anastassia Yavorski, Khala Brannigan, Mia Moraru, Rishi Sharma, and Katie Cavalt. Frogtown
Creative Space, 2926 Gilroy St., Elysian Valley; Sat., Feb. 7, 7:30 pm, $15. MashUp Open Mic.

https://www.lineagepac.org/upcoming-events/chris-pierce-%26-the-lineage-dancers
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/lineagedance2018-e1770077830957.jpg
https://www.mashupdance.com/calendar/event-one-h7f79
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Stomp. Photo courtesy of the artists

Keeping the beat

Yes, it is technically a percussion show, but in showing the myriad potentialities of
percussion–from metal structures and wooden implements to plastic bags and brooms–the
performers of Stomp move and drum in a highly choreographed event. From its roots in the UK,
the show can claim 50 countries and audiences exceeding 26 million. Along the way, Stomp
picked up Britain’s Olivier Award for Best Choreography. The current edition, Let’s Make Some
Noise arrives at the only SoCal stop on its North American tour. Cerritos Center for the Arts,
18000 Park Plaza Dr., Cerritos; Wed.-Thurs., Feb. 4-5, 7:30 pm, $48-$132. Stomp.

Cautionary return

Presenting itself as “China before communism,” the touring company Shen Yun built its
reputation on the athleticism, flexibility, and group precision of its dancers, but dodged questions
about its connections with China’s banned Falun Gong. More recently, the organization has faced
accusations of dancer abuse and a lawsuit alleging child labor violations. In that context, the
company concludes its tour of local venues. Long Beach Terrace Theater, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.,
Long Beach; Fri., Feb. 6, 7:30 pm, Sat.-Sun., Feb. 7-8, 1 pm, $89-$218. Shen Yun.

A Peek at Next Week (February 13-19)

UCI Claire Trevor Department of Dance — Dance Visions 2026 at UC Irvine, Irvine Barclay
Theatre, 4242 Campus Dr., Irvine; Thurs.-Fri., Feb. 19-20, 8 pm, Sat., Feb. 21, 2 & 8 pm, $34, $30
seniors, $13 students. The Barclay.

Compagnie Hervé Koubi — Sol Invictus at the Wallis, 9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly

https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/stomp2025a-e1736883515776.jpg
https://www.ticketmaster.com/stomp-cerritos-california-02-04-2026/event/0B0062C5BBCD3005
https://www.shenyun.com/
https://www.thebarclay.org/Online/default.asp
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Hills; Thurs.-Fri., Feb. 19-20, 7:30 pm, Sat., Feb. 21, 2 pm, The Wallis.

Compagnie Hervé Koubi. Photo by Melaniem Lhote

Benise — 25 Years of Passion at Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts, 18000 Park Plaza Dr.,
Cerritos; Sat., Feb. 14, 7:30 pm, $48-$142. Benise.

World Ballet — Swan Lake at The Alex Theatre, 216 N. Brand Blvd., Glendale; Tues.-Wed., Feb.
17-18, 7 pm, $67.05-$147.45 (w/fees). Swan Lake The Alex. Also with live orchestra at Fred Kavli
Theatre, 2100 Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks; Wed., Feb. 19, 7 pm,  $61.25 – $143.25.
Swan Lake Fred Kavli Theatre. Also at Santa Clarita Performing Arts Center, 26455 Rockwell
Canyon Rd, Santa Clarita; Fri., Feb. 20, 7 pm, $50-$115 (w/fees) Swan Lake — Santa Clarita.
Also at Irvine Barclay Theatre (with live orchestra), UC Irvine, 4242 Campus Dr., Irvine; Tues.-
Wed., Feb. 24-25, 7 pm, $91-146 (w/fees). Swan Lake-Irvine Barclay Theatre.

https://thewallis.org/show-details/compagnie-herve-koubi-sol-invictus
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/koubi2-melanielhote-e1769826416775.jpeg
https://www.ticketmaster.com/benise-cerritos-california-02-14-2026/event/0B006333228148AE
https://worldballetcompany.com/event/alex-theatre-5/
https://worldballetcompany.com/event/fred-kavli-theatre/
https://worldballetcompany.com/event/santa-clarita-performing-arts-center/
https://worldballetcompany.com/event/irvine-barclay-theatre-2/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/worldballetswan-e1715730941750.jpg
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World Ballet. Photo courtesy of the artists

Intrepid Dance Project — Dance at the Odyssey at Odyssey Theatre 2, 2955 S. Sepulveda Blvd.,
West LA; Fri.-Sat., Feb. 13-14, 8 pm, Sun., Feb. 15, 2 pm, $25 (+$3 for credit cards). Dance At the
Odyssey.

Hannah Millar + Imprints — Dance at the Odyssey at Odyssey Theatre 3, 2955 S. Sepulveda
Blvd., West LA; Sat., Feb. 14, 8 pm, Sun., Feb. 15, 2 pm, $25 (+$3 for credit cards). Dance At the
Odyssey.

News of Note

SoCal Dance Company Closing — After two decades as a positive creative force in SoCal dance,
LA Contemporary Dance Company has shuttered. Founding artistic director Kate Hutter
announced the decision had been made to cease operations.

Posted in Theatre, Music, Dance, Performing | No Comments »

Wild Betta Fish: Discovering Their Natural Habitat and True
Behavior
Our Friends · Wednesday, February 4th, 2026

Most people know betta fish as colorful pets that live in small tanks. While this is true for domestic
bettas, it tells only part of the story. Wild Betta fish live very differently. They thrive in natural
waters, adapt to changing environments, and behave in ways that are often surprising to fish
keepers. Understanding wild Betta fish gives a clearer picture of their true nature and why they are
so fascinating.

Wild Betta fish are native to Southeast Asia. They are commonly found in shallow waters across
countries like Thailand, Cambodia, and Indonesia. These fish do not live in clear glass tanks;
instead, they inhabit rice paddies, forest streams, shallow ponds, and slow-moving rivers. The
water is usually dark and filled with plants, leaves, and natural debris. This environment shapes the
behavior, appearance, and survival skills of wild Betta fish.

Natural Habitats of Wild Betta Fish

Wild Betta fish live in areas where the water conditions change with the seasons. Some waters may
dry up, while others may flood during heavy rains. Despite these challenges, wild Betta fish have
adapted to survive. Their ability to breathe air from the surface gives them an advantage in waters
with low oxygen levels. This adaptation allows them to live where other fish might struggle.

Their natural habitats are filled with plants, fallen branches, and leaves. These features offer hiding
spots and protection from predators. They also provide a rich source of food. The complexity of
these environments helps wild Betta fish remain alert and active. Unlike domestic bettas, which
live in controlled conditions, wild Betta fish constantly respond to their surroundings and use their

https://odysseytheatre.com/whats-on/dance-at-the-odyssey-2026/
https://odysseytheatre.com/whats-on/dance-at-the-odyssey-2026/
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https://odysseytheatre.com/whats-on/dance-at-the-odyssey-2026/
https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/theatre/
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https://www.culturaldaily.com/explore/performing/dance/
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instincts to survive.

Behavior of Wild Betta Fish

Many people think bettas are always aggressive, but wild Betta fish are more strategic. Male bettas
do defend territories, but fighting is not constant. In the wild, energy is precious, and injury can be
dangerous. Instead of constant conflict, wild betta fish rely on displays and movements to warn
intruders.

Wild betta fish are curious and active. They explore plants, roots, and open spaces while hunting
for food. Their natural diet includes insects, larvae, and small organisms, which keeps them strong
and healthy. Another notable behavior is their breeding routine. Male wild Betta fish create bubble
nests under leaves or plants and protect the eggs until they hatch. This level of care shows their
natural instincts and dedication to survival.

Appearance of Wild Betta Fish

Unlike domestic bettas, wild Betta fish are not bred for flashy colors or long fins. They often
display earthy tones and smaller fins that help them blend into their environment. Their natural
look provides camouflage from predators and allows them to move safely among plants and roots.

This difference in appearance highlights the contrast between wild and domestic bettas. While pet
bettas are bred for beauty, wild Betta fish are shaped by survival and adaptability. Their natural
patterns, subtle colors, and strong bodies reflect life in the wild rather than decorative purposes.

Why Wild Betta Fish Are Important

Wild Betta fish are more than just fascinating creatures; they are part of fragile ecosystems. Their
habitats are gradually disappearing due to pollution, farming, and urban development. Protecting
these natural environments is essential to maintain wild populations.

Understanding wild Betta fish also helps fish keepers provide better care at home. By learning
about their natural habits, diet, and environment, people can recreate a setup that feels more like
the wild. This leads to healthier fish and more natural behavior. Collections that focus on wild
Betta fish, such as the one on Tropicflow, make it easier for enthusiasts to connect with species
that resemble their natural forms while supporting responsible fish care.

Creating a Home Inspired by the Wild

For fish keepers, replicating aspects of the wild helps improve the well-being of bettas. Providing
warm water, plants, hiding spots, and gentle water flow makes the environment closer to what wild
Betta fish experience. A tank designed this way allows fish to explore, hunt, and rest, similar to
how they would in nature.

Respecting the natural instincts of wild Betta fish helps reduce stress and encourages active
behavior. Instead of swimming back and forth aimlessly, fish can interact with their surroundings
and show their true personalities. Observing these behaviors gives a more meaningful and
rewarding experience for fish enthusiasts.
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The Rising Interest in Wild Betta Fish

Interest in wild Betta fish has grown among fish keepers and hobbyists. More people want to
experience fish that resemble their original forms rather than only the domesticated types with
flashy colors. This trend reflects a deeper appreciation for nature and biodiversity.

Wild Betta fish collections allow people to explore species that are rarely seen in standard pet
stores. They provide a glimpse into the natural beauty, patterns, and behaviors of these fish.
Learning about wild Betta fish also encourages responsible practices, ensuring that the fish are
obtained from ethical sources that respect natural habitats.

Protecting Wild Betta Fish

Wild Betta fish are part of delicate ecosystems. They depend on clean water, plants, and insects for
survival. Human activity can disrupt these environments, threatening wild populations. Supporting
responsible collections helps protect the natural habitats and ensures that wild Betta fish continue
to thrive.

Being informed about wild Betta fish before buying or keeping them is essential. Understanding
their needs and natural behavior supports ethical fish keeping. Collections that focus on wild
species provide a bridge between enjoying these fish and respecting their place in nature.

Final Thoughts on Wild Betta Fish

Wild Betta fish are more than decorative pets. They are resilient, adaptable, and fascinating
creatures shaped by nature. Their habitats, behavior, and survival skills give insight into the true
life of bettas outside of an aquarium. By learning about wild Betta fish, people can appreciate their
natural beauty and better care for them at home.

Focusing on wild Betta fish encourages responsible fish keeping while connecting enthusiasts with
species that resemble their original forms. Understanding their world creates a deeper respect for
these fish and their natural environment, making the hobby more meaningful and enjoyable.

Photo: wirestock via Freepik.
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Insulated Dog Jackets That Keep Pets Warm and Comfortable
Our Friends · Wednesday, February 4th, 2026
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As temperatures start to drop, ensuring the safety and comfort of our furry friends becomes a top
priority for pet owners. Winter can be harsh for dogs, just as it is for humans. Insulated dog jackets
offer a practical solution, as cold-season dogs often need extra warmth and comfort while still
being able to move freely. This article explains the benefits, features, and key considerations for
selecting insulated jackets to help pet parents make informed choices.

Why Dogs Need Extra Warmth

While some breeds have thick fur coats, others have short fur and struggle to withstand cold
temperatures. Senior dogs and young puppies may also have difficulty regulating their body
temperature. During walks and outdoor activities, insulated dog jackets provide added protection
to help keep pets warm. Prolonged exposure to cold weather can lead to discomfort or health risks.
An insulated jacket shields dogs from cold winds and rain, helping maintain their overall well-
being.

Materials That Make a Difference

The effectiveness of a jacket largely depends on the materials used. Outer shells are often made
from lightweight, water-repellent fabrics such as polyester or nylon. Insulating materials like
polyfill provide warmth even when exposed to moisture. Fleece-lined interiors add softness and
comfort. Strong stitching and reinforced seams ensure the jacket remains durable, even with active
play and frequent washing.

Selecting the Right Fit and Size

For an insulated dog jacket to work properly, it must fit well. Jackets that are too tight can restrict
movement and cause discomfort, while loose-fitting jackets may slip off or fail to retain warmth.
Measuring your dog’s chest, neck, and body length helps ensure the right fit. Many brands offer
sizing charts to guide pet owners. Adjustable straps or Velcro closures provide flexibility and help
achieve a secure, comfortable fit as dogs move and play.

Style and Practicality Combined

Pet owners want their dogs to be comfortable while also looking stylish. Insulated dog jackets are
available in a variety of colors and patterns. Some designs include pockets for treats or waste bags,
adding convenience during walks. Removable hoods or collars offer extra protection during harsh
weather. Easy-to-clean fabrics help jackets maintain their appearance and functionality over time.

Safety Considerations for Cold Weather

While insulated jackets help protect dogs from the cold, owners should still monitor their pets
during winter outings. Limiting time outdoors in harsh weather helps prevent overexposure. If
sidewalks are icy or treated with salt, booties may be needed to protect paws. Signs of discomfort,
such as shivering or reluctance to go outside, should be addressed promptly. Jackets provide added
protection, but attentive supervision ensures pets remain safe and healthy.

Caring for Insulated Dog Jackets

Proper care helps extend the life of an insulated dog jacket. Most jackets can be machine-washed
on a gentle cycle using mild detergent. Air drying is recommended to preserve insulation and

https://canadapooch.com/collections/dog-parkas-dog-jackets
https://www.culturaldaily.com/how-to-safely-move-with-pets-and-young-children/
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fabric quality. Regularly check for loose threads or damaged fastenings to ensure the jacket
remains secure. Storing jackets in a dry place prevents mold or mildew. Routine maintenance
keeps jackets ready for use throughout the winter season.

Conclusion

Insulated dog jackets offer a simple and effective way to keep pets warm and comfortable during
colder months. Choosing the right jacket involves considering size, materials, and design features
that suit your dog’s needs. With proper care and attention, these jackets provide both protection
and style. Giving dogs warmth and comfort during winter brings peace of mind to every pet parent.

Photo: Freepik via their website.
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How In-Home Care Services Support Daily Health Needs
Our Friends · Wednesday, February 4th, 2026

As people get older or develop health problems, daily activities can become a bit more difficult.
For families in Nashua and similar communities, finding the right support makes all the difference.
In-home care providers offer services that are critical for living safely and independently in the
comfort of your own home. These services connect the need for medical care with comfortable
living and allow a person to stay where they are familiar.

Understanding the workings of home-based support can help us realize its increasing significance
in meeting the daily health needs of families and communities. Services like in-home care in
Nashua provide personalized solutions that adapt to each individual’s unique circumstances and
preferences. Let’s explore the many ways these services make a difference in daily life.

Personalized Assistance for Everyday Activities

Countless people need assistance with daily needs like bathing, dressing, and making meals. Care
supplied in a home depends on the person and what he or she needs and wants. They assist by
helping with these key activities in a way that mitigates risks for falls, malnutrition, and hygiene.
Better self-esteem is also expected from this approach, providing for what care recipients also
need—respect and being valued.

Medication Management and Health Monitoring

Taking medication schedules can get a bit tricky, especially for those who have a handful of
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medications to take. They also help by ensuring the medicines are taken as prescribed and on time,
which minimizes the risk of taking a dose too late or overdosing unintentionally. Caregivers can
note down changes in health conditions like blood pressure and temperature that need medical
attention. Quick response to new symptoms can lead to faster treatment and better outcomes.

Companionship and Emotional Well-Being

Isolation can be detrimental to anyone, but is a greater risk for the elderly and people with health
issues. In-home care at its best includes companionship, such as conversation, activities, and
emotional support. Frequent interaction with other people helps diminish loneliness and
depression, making individuals happier with a more positive mentality. It also comforts family
members knowing their loved ones are not alone.

Meal Planning and Nutritional Support

Adequate nutrition is still needed for health, but the majority of individuals are in a position where
they face difficulties in carrying out the grocery shopping as well as the cooking process. Home
care professionals offer menu planning or meal preparation services as well as assistance in the
process of eating or drinking. According to the National Institute on Aging, proper nutrition plays
a vital role in healthy aging and disease prevention. This help provides adequate vitamins and
minerals for the person, which helps the energy levels and recovery from illness.

Support With Mobility and Exercise

Although physical activity benefits everyone, individuals with strength or balance difficulties may
find it more challenging to move. Caregivers provide assistance for proper movement, like
walking, stretching, or any exercise prescribed by a doctor. Gentle reminders to keep doing—this
could lead to better flexibility, strengthened muscles, and a better mood! Avoiding lethargy
decreases the likelihood of developing pressure sores, strength loss, and joint stiffness, which aids
greatly in comfortable living.

Household Management and Safety

The health of individuals requires clean and safe surroundings. Housekeeping includes tasks such
as laundry, vacuuming, and organizing personal items. They also monitor for potential safety
hazards by removing things that could lead to falls or injuries. A clean, orderly space is essential in
making sure that the surroundings contribute to wellness and recovery.

Respite for Family Members

While caring for a loved one at home can be rewarding, it also has its share of stress and fatigue.
Homecare services offer respite to family caregivers so that they can take the time to rest and
recharge. Having this temporary support keeps the risk of burnout in check and allows families to
provide quality care in the long haul. Everyone will feel relieved to know that help is always
available.

Encouraging Independence and Dignity

Maintaining autonomy helps with self-esteem, particularly when you are sick or elderly. Workers
in home care encourage people to do as much for themselves as they can, assisting only where

https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/healthy-eating-nutrition-and-diet/healthy-eating-you-age-know-your-food-groups
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necessary. It preserves dignity while giving required assistance. Empowered individuals tend to
feel greater satisfaction and well-being.

Flexible and Adaptable Care Plans

This approach makes sense when you think about the fact that physical, emotional, and other
health and care needs do fluctuate over the span of a lifetime. Adjustments of support levels will
occur based on demand, whether through recovery, further health challenges, or simply lifestyle
shifts. Frequent communication with care teams, families, and providers helps ensure care is
appropriate. 

Conclusion

These services treat day-to-day health care needs with kindness, expertise, and adaptability. They
help maintain independence and well-being by aiding with everyday tasks, monitoring physical
health, providing some companionship, and keeping them safe. Families gain peace of mind, and
patients receive the highest quality of care in their community, within the comfort of their own
home.

Photo: cdn2.visitingangels via their website.
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Five Steps To Regain Control Of Your Health In The Next 90
Days
Our Friends · Wednesday, February 4th, 2026

Taking control of your health should focus on a lifestyle change that can be maintained forever.
Nonetheless, the thought of putting in months of effort to potentially see no progress is quite off-
putting. The prospect becomes far more attractive when the results come fast.

With the right strategies, you could see significant progress in under 90 days. Here are five changes
you can make to improve your life within the next three months.

Start with your sleep patterns

Before worrying about changes implemented during the waking hours, prioritize your sleep. You
spend one-third of the day sleeping, which is also responsible for cortisol regulation. In today’s
stressful lifestyles, getting this aspect of your life under control is a platform for better health.
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The added benefits of improved muscle repair, increased energy, and enhanced wellness should not
be ignored. You can start to feel the rewards within a few nights. Go to bed at the same time each
night and avoid screens for an hour before sleep.

Revamp your approach to nutrition

It’s the oldest cliche in the book, but you are what you eat. Practitioners at JM Nutrition can
help you take a holistic and personalized approach. This means eating in a way that aligns with
your health goals while also avoiding foods that cause you digestive issues.

Nutrition needs to fit your lifestyle too. Building a structure plan that allows you to enjoy eating
and stay on plan without a constant daily battle is the way to go. After all, a diet suggests
temporary success. Long-term aspirations should be supported by permanent habits.

Exercise for mental and physical health

Regular physical activity is obviously crucial for your physical wellness. However, it can also aid
the fight against anxiety and depression. For the best results, try to inject a social element too. The
impact this will have on the mental health rewards is huge.

When you exercise with mental health in mind, you naturally gravitate to fun activities. In turn,
this will encourage the consistency needed to generate real progress. Stay consistent for 90 days
and you will feel like a new person.

Spend more time outside

In addition to being more active, spending time outside can work wonders. Ana Catalan et al.
have shown the direct links between time outside and increased health. Even a few minutes per day
can work wonders for mental wellness. Vitamin D and fresh air are additional rewards.

You can spend time outside by investing in your backyard. Or you may wish to find a job where
you spend time outside. It can also be an incentive to arrange more days out. Either way, an active
effort to get outside more frequently will change your life for the better.

Make some appointments

Finally, you must be willing to book some health appointments. For starters, any symptoms of ill
health should be checked by a professional ASAP. While they could be nothing, getting the
answers you need is vital for your mindset. And potentially your physical wellness.

It is also worth booking an audiologist appointment and a sight test. It is very easy for the brain to
ignore the early signs of declining vision or hearing loss. With an annual check in place, you can
manage any potential issues with ease.

Photo: AndiP via pixabay.
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Timothy Liu: Two Poems
Timothy Liu · Tuesday, February 3rd, 2026

Hide and Seek

 
My father lies in a hospital bed
at supper time, and no one knows
where he has gone, if he has taken

his last breath. My phone now
strangely silent. Was I mistaken
not to hop on a plane right after

the family Zoom when we decided
to pull the IV, his infected lungs
drowning in fluids the nurses

were pumping in, he’ll never eat
or drink again, that much we know,
his cranium filled with blood

pooling in the wrong places—
CAT scan slices on the monitor
taking the place of calendar days

torn off the wall, his bathroom fall
looking more fatal by the hour
after he took his final piss

on his own, good job Dad!, you did
just fine, now come back to bed
like a good ole boy and lie down

once and for all. But the call
doesn’t come. All I know
is I’m not there in room 356

three thousand miles away.
Did they move his body overnight
from the ICU to the hospice

ward where he’s been promised
comfort and care, this man
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who can no longer speak, his wife

at his side, sleepless, responsible
for the bathroom fall she says
when trying to change him

out of his vest, no A/C under house
arrest in a brownout run a riot
in a worsening drought, there, there,

let me cool you down, his body
slipping from her grasp, the weight
of him substantial for such a

gulping fish, a fracture
spider cracking from his right
eye socket, black and red, two types

of blood mixing on the linoleum
on a paint-by-numbers day
the 911 paramedics could paint

with their eyes closed, my dad
on a stretcher, in a hospital bed
held up on a phone in my brother’s

hand, best to say your goodbyes
before it comes to this, better
to plan ahead, and I still don’t know,

and no one’s telling me, my phone
deadly silent, and I am hiding
in a cul de sac at the very end

of a suburban block underneath
some bushes, no one calling out
olly olly oxen free, and you know

I’ve found such a perfect spot
that no one’s ever going to find me
when they’ve all gone in for supper.

*

The Inheritance

 
My father’s Omega Seamaster
runs slow. He was the one
who taught me: time
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is uneven. Ever wait up late
for a father to finally
come home only to never

show up until you’ve fallen
sound asleep in a room
with only a TV to keep you

company? There, there,
he said, carrying me upstairs
to my bed, When he dies, I will

only inherit this: a watch
my mother had engraved
after landing her first job out

from grad school and spending
an entire paycheck on a man
I also loved in those years

before I was born. I want you
to have this, he says a few
years after his stroke,

something he kept hidden
from the woman who took
the place of my mother.

For some reason, I don’t
bother asking what exactly
my mother had engraved

when I take a Jaxa wrench
to the waterproof back
only to discover what was

never there. My father
must have never bothered
to open it, nor did my mother.

The jeweler must have
forgotten whatever words
my mother had intended—

space is not empty, distance
is malleable—and in all
those decades that intervened—

they both simply believed.
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***

(Featured image from Pexels)
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