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Trademark Blunders Everyone in Creative Spheres Must Avoid
Our Friends · Tuesday, September 3rd, 2024

Ever thought a name was just a name? Think again. Securing your brand’s identity means more
than slapping on a catchy title. From indie artists to budding entrepreneurs, everyone can trip over
trademark pitfalls. 

Nike and Apple learned the hard way; remember their legal tangles? Trust me, avoiding common
blunders saves headaches later. Stay savvy with these tips and safeguard your creative hustle. 

Choosing a Strong and Distinctive Trademark

Your trademark should stand out like a unicorn in a field of horses. Aim for uniqueness and avoid
common terms. Apple, Google, Nike – these are examples of distinctive trademarks that capture
attention. 

Apple – A fruit name that has nothing to do with computers, making it memorable and unique in1.

the tech industry.

Google – A play on “googol,” signifying an enormous number, highlighting the company’s vast2.

search capabilities.

Nike – Named after the Greek goddess of victory, reflecting strength and performance in3.

athletics.

Starbucks – Inspired by a character from Moby Dick and an old mining town called Starbo; it’s4.

distinctive in its field.

Amazon – Evokes images of vastness and variety, perfect for an e-commerce giant.5.

Lululemon – Invented word that’s fun to say; stands out in activewear markets.6.

Kodak – Chosen for being short and impactful, easy to remember without meaning elsewhere.7.

Xerox – An invented term that became synonymous with photocopying due to strong branding8.

efforts.

PepsiCo – Originating from pepsin (digestive enzyme) combined with ‘cola’, creating a fresh9.

trademark within beverages.

Red Bull – Combining vibrant imagery (color red) with power (bull), epitomizing energy drinks10.

effectively

Conquering the Global Trademark Maze

Expanding globally? You need to know the trademark rules in each country. Registering
internationally can be complex, but it’s vital for protecting your brand. 
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Here are key strategies:

Using the Madrid Protocol – This system acts as a one-stop shop for registering trademarks in1.

multiple countries with a single application.

Securing an EU Trademark – An EU trademark covers all European Union member states,2.

streamlining protection across Europe with just one registration.

Navigating the Canadian Market – Canadian trademark application is essential if you’re3.

targeting Canada, as their process includes unique requirements.

Understanding China’s System – Registering in China requires a local agent and precise4.

translations to navigate effectively through their strict regulations.

Filing with USPTO – If you’re doing business in or with the United States, filing through the5.

US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is crucial.

Utilizing Japan’s JPO – The Japan Patent Office has specific domestic guidelines; adhering to6.

them ensures smooth registration within Japan.

Engaging with Brazilian INPI – Navigating Brazil’s National Institute of Industrial Property7.

requires understanding regional intricacies and legal frameworks

Common Myths About Trademarks Busted

Trademarks can be confusing, and misconceptions abound. Let’s clear up some common myths:

1. Myth: Registering a Business Name Equals Trademark Protection

Fact: Just because you’ve registered your business name doesn’t mean you’re protected. It’s like
thinking owning a mailbox gives you the house too. Trademark registration is a separate process
that secures exclusive rights to your brand name.

2. Myth: Trademarks Last Forever

Fact: Think of trademarks as having an expiration date like milk in the fridge; they require regular
renewal to stay valid. Forgetting to renew can result in losing protection altogether.

3. Myth: You Only Need One Trademark Worldwide

Fact: Imagine if one passport let you travel everywhere – sounds great but it doesn’t exist!
Similarly, trademarks need registering in each country where you do business since trademark laws
vary globally.

4. Myth: Similar Logos Can Coexist Peacefully

Fact: Even slight similarities between logos can spark major legal fireworks over confusion
claims. It’s not about how different you think they are, but how consumers might get mixed up.

5.Myth: Generic Terms Can Be Trademarked

Fact:Trademark law doesn’t cover generic terms; they’re public domain territory.*Imagine trying
to own “apple” for fruits,* when Apple Inc.’s computer mark works due to its distinctive non-
generic nature

From Myths to Must-Knows: Wrapping Up Trademark Wisdom

https://www.heerlaw.com/trademark
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/maintain/keeping-your-registration-alive#:~:text=First%2C%20you%20must%20use%20your%20trademark%20in%20commerce.%20Additionally%2C%20you%20must%20file%20certain%20documents%20at%20regular%20intervals%20to%20show%20that%20you%27re%20continuing%20to%20use%20your%20trademark
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Now you’re armed with the know-how to dodge common trademark blunders. Protecting your
brand isn’t just for big companies; it’s crucial for everyone. Keep these tips handy, stay vigilant,
and ensure your brand stands out and stays protected in a crowded marketplace. Happy branding!
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