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A crypto OTC (Over-the-Counter) desk is a service designed to facilitate the direct trading of
digital assets between buyers and sellers, outside of traditional crypto exchanges. OTC desks
operate through private negotiation and usually involve significant sums – hundreds of thousands
to millions of dollars.

This model isn’t new. In traditional finance, OTC trading has long been used for bonds,
derivatives, and other assets that require tailored execution. The crypto world has adopted the same
framework to meet institutional demand. Leading firms such as Galaxy Digital, Cumberland DRW,
and Genesis Trading have offered OTC services catering to funds, high-net-worth individuals, and
corporate treasuries.

Why OTC Trading Gains Momentum?

There are several reasons why businesses start using OTC desks instead of relying on public
exchanges only.

Reason #1. Privacy

Public blockchains are transparent, and large trades on exchanges can easily be tracked. Moreover,
placing a large buy or sell order on an open exchange can send shockwaves through the market,
especially in assets with lower liquidity. For example, on April 14, a 2,500 BTC sell order on
Binance briefly distorted prices before vanishing, which led to confusion.

An OTC desk, by contrast, allows large transactions to be executed discreetly, off the book, until
they are settled and broadcast to the blockchain, if at all.

Reason #2. Minimizing market disruption

Large trades, like a $10 million crypto order, can cause price slippage on public exchanges,
especially during volatile periods or in low-liquidity markets. Crypto OTC desks help avoid it by
sourcing liquidity privately and executing trades at agreed prices.

Platforms like CoinsPaid offer OTC services as part of their crypto payment infrastructure, which
helps businesses move large volumes without disrupting the market. While OTC volumes are hard
to measure, they account for a significant share of institutional trading, often conducted off-
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exchange to ensure price stability and discretion.

Reason #3. More than exchange

Many OTC desks offer services like same-day settlement, crypto-to-fiat conversion, and even
derivatives exposure. Besides, OTC cryptocurrency trading provides its users with access to more
companies located worldwide and alternative assets.

Why Businesses Use OTC Desks

Businesses often approach digital assets with longer-term operational or strategic goals. Whether
it’s converting stablecoins to fiat, accepting crypto payments, or managing treasury exposure, the
need for efficiency and discretion is significant.

Companies like Tesla and MicroStrategy, both of which made headlines for major Bitcoin
purchases in recent years, are widely believed to have used crypto OTC desks to accumulate their
holdings. These trades were executed without disrupting markets, a testament to the quiet power of
the OTC model.

Moreover, for businesses operating globally, OTC desks offer a practical solution for currency
exchange and cross-border transactions using digital assets. Stablecoins are frequently traded OTC
to move funds internationally with speed and minimal friction.

Choosing the Right Desk

Not all crypto OTC desks are created equal. The space includes everything from boutique firms to
institutional giants, and choosing the right provider is crucial for businesses seeking efficiency and
reliability in crypto transactions.

There are some factors to consider when selecting an OTC desk:

Fast trade execution is essential to minimize market impact and ensure that deals are closed at the

best possible prices.

Supported assets. Ensure the desk supports the digital assets you’re dealing with, whether it’s

BTC, ETH, stablecoins, or more niche tokens.

Global coverage. A desk with international reach can help navigate cross-border transactions

and manage currency conversions more smoothly.

Security standards. Look for desks with the top security protocols to protect sensitive financial

data and ensure the safe transfer of assets.

Crypto OTC desks may not get the same attention as flashy NFT drops or meme coins, but they
definitely matter. For businesses, they offer a way to step into crypto with sophistication, control,
and confidence. OTC trading on platforms like here is quietly becoming a good choice for
enterprises with serious crypto ambitions.
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