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When you receive medical care in Denver, you expect it to meet a professional standard. Most
healthcare providers deliver competent treatment. But when a provider deviates from accepted
medical standards and a patient is harmed as a result, there may be a path for legal accountability.

What Is the Legal Definition of Medical Malpractice?

Medical malpractice occurs when a healthcare provider fails to meet the accepted standard of care,
and that failure directly causes harm to a patient. Speaking with a medical malpractice attorney
in Denver is an important first step if you believe a medical error caused you harm.

The standard of care refers to the level of treatment that a reasonably competent healthcare
professional with similar training and experience would provide under similar circumstances in the
same specialty.

Whether a provider met the applicable standard is typically assessed through the testimony of
qualified medical experts in the same field. This element of expert review is one of the features that
make medical malpractice claims more complex than other personal injury cases.

What Are the Most Common Types of Medical Malpractice
Cases?

Surgical errors are among the most serious, involving mistakes that occur during procedures,
including operating on the wrong site, leaving instruments inside a patient, or causing preventable
damage to surrounding tissue.

Misdiagnosis and delayed diagnosis are other frequent sources of malpractice claims. When a
healthcare provider fails to identify a condition that a reasonably competent provider would have
caught, and the patient’s condition worsens as a result, that failure may form the basis of a claim.

Medication errors, including prescribing the wrong drug, the wrong dosage, or failing to account
for dangerous drug interactions, occur in both hospital and outpatient settings. Anesthesia
complications and failures in post-operative care are also among the common scenarios that appear
in malpractice litigation.

What Does a Patient Need to Prove in a Medical Malpractice
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Case?

To establish a medical malpractice claim, four elements generally must be demonstrated. First, a
valid patient-provider relationship must have existed, establishing that the provider owed a duty of
care. Second, the provider must have breached that duty by failing to meet the accepted standard of
care. Third, that breach must have directly caused the patient’s injury. Fourth, the injury must have
resulted in measurable harm, whether physical, financial, or both.

Proving each element typically requires testimony from qualified medical experts who can speak to
what the standard of care required and how the provider fell short of it. This is one reason medical
malpractice cases tend to be significantly more complex than other personal injury claims.

How Is Medical Negligence Different From a Bad Outcome?

Not every negative outcome from medical treatment is the result of negligence. Surgery carries
risks, treatments can fail, and diseases progress despite appropriate care. The legal question in a
malpractice case is not whether the outcome was bad, but whether the provider’s conduct fell
below the standard that a reasonably competent professional in the same field would have
maintained.

A patient who experiences a complication that was a known risk of a procedure, properly disclosed
and accepted, is in a different position than a patient harmed by a provider’s failure to follow
accepted protocols. The distinction between an unavoidable complication and preventable
negligence is often the central factual question in a malpractice case, and it is why qualified
medical expert testimony plays such a significant role in determining whether a valid claim exists.

What Should You Do If You Suspect a Medical Error?

If you believe a medical error may have caused you harm, the steps you take in the days and weeks
following that realization can affect the strength of any future claim. Requesting a complete copy
of your medical records related to the treatment in question is one of the first and most practical
actions. These records document what was done, when decisions were made, and what information
providers had at the time of treatment.

What Types of Damages Can Be Recovered in a Medical
Malpractice Case?

Medical malpractice cases can involve significant economic and non-economic losses. Economic
damages address the financial costs that flow directly from the provider’s error and may include

 Additional medical treatment is required to address the harm caused by the malpractice

Future care and rehabilitation expenses related to the injury

Lost income and reduced earning capacity when the harm affects the patient’s ability to work

Home care and support costs when the injury requires ongoing assistance

Non-economic damages address the personal impact of the harm, including pain and suffering,
emotional distress, and loss of enjoyment of life. In cases involving permanent physical
impairment or disfigurement, the range of recoverable damages may be broader. An attorney can
assess which categories apply and how they should be documented to support the full value of the
claim.
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