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What to Do if You’re Involved in a Car Accident
Our Friends · Sunday, March 2nd, 2025

Being involved in a car accident can be a stressful and disorienting experience, even if it’s just a
minor fender-bender. Knowing what steps to take immediately after an accident can help protect
your safety, understanding your legal rights, and ability to receive fair compensation for any
damages. Here’s a comprehensive guide on what to do if you find yourself in this situation.

Ensure Immediate Safety

Your first priority is safety. If possible, move your vehicle to a safe location away from traffic,
such as the shoulder of the road or a nearby parking lot. Turn on your hazard lights to make your
vehicle visible to other drivers. If moving your vehicle would be dangerous or isn’t possible due to
damage, leave it where it is and get yourself to a safe location away from traffic.

Call Emergency Services

“Call 911 if there are any injuries or significant property damage. Police officers will document the
scene and create an official accident report, which will be essential for insurance claims. Even in
minor accidents, having a police report can be valuable. Some jurisdictions require police reports
for accidents involving injuries or damage above a certain dollar amount”, says the attorney at
Seay Felton, an Atlanta car accident attorney.

Document Everything

While waiting for police to arrive, document the accident scene if it’s safe to do so. Take clear
photos of:

– All vehicles involved, including damage from multiple angles

– The overall accident scene, including the position of vehicles

– Any traffic signs or signals

– Road conditions and skid marks

– Weather conditions

– Any visible injuries
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Write down or record voice notes about how the accident occurred while your memory is fresh.
Include details about time, date, location, and weather conditions.

Exchange Information

Exchange information with all other drivers involved in the accident. Collect:

– Names and contact information

– Driver’s license numbers

– License plate numbers

– Insurance company names and policy numbers

– Vehicle makes, models, and years

– Names and contact information of any passengers

– Names and contact information of any witnesses

Watch What You Say

Avoid admitting fault or apologizing, as these statements could be used against you later. Stick to
exchanging necessary information and facts about what happened. Don’t discuss the accident on
social media, as posts could potentially impact your insurance claim or legal case.

Seek Medical Attention

Get a medical evaluation even if you feel fine initially. Many car accident injuries, particularly
whiplash and soft tissue injuries, may not show symptoms immediately. Having medical
documentation from shortly after the accident will be important if you need to file a claim later.

Contact Your Insurance Company

Report the accident to your insurance company as soon as possible. Most insurance policies require
prompt reporting of accidents. Provide basic facts about what happened, but avoid giving recorded
statements or accepting settlement offers without careful consideration. If the other driver was at
fault, you may also need to file a claim with their insurance company.

Keep Detailed Records

Maintain an organized file of all accident-related documentation, including:

– Police report

– Medical records and bills

– Photos and notes from the accident scene

– Insurance correspondence
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– Repair estimates and bills

– Rental car receipts

– Documentation of missed work and lost wages

– Records of any pain and suffering or lifestyle impacts

Consider Legal Representation

While many car accidents can be resolved through insurance claims, consider consulting with an
attorney if:

– There are serious injuries

– Fault is disputed

– The insurance company is offering a low settlement

– There are multiple parties involved

– The other driver is uninsured or underinsured

An attorney can help:

– Evaluate your case

– Handle communications with insurance companies

– Ensure you receive fair compensation

– Meet important legal deadlines

– Negotiate settlements

– File a lawsuit if necessary

Monitor Your Health

Pay attention to your health in the days and weeks following the accident. Some injuries may take
time to develop. Keep track of:

– Physical symptoms and limitations

– Emotional and psychological impacts

– Changes in your ability to work

– Effects on your daily activities

– Any ongoing medical treatment
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Learn From the Experience

After everything is resolved, consider what you can learn from the experience to prevent future
accidents:

– Maintain safe following distances

– Stay alert and avoid distractions

– Keep your vehicle well-maintained

– Review and update your insurance coverage

– Keep an emergency kit in your car

– Know your rights and responsibilities as a driver

Remember that most car accidents are preventable, but knowing how to handle one properly can
make a significant difference in the outcome if you do find yourself involved in a collision. Stay
calm, prioritize safety, and don’t hesitate to seek professional help when needed.
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