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Receiving the keys to a new home does not reveal how many copies existed before closing. Former
owners, tenants, relatives, contractors, cleaners, pet sitters, and property managers may have held
legitimate keys at different times. Most copies are never misused, but the new owner has no
reliable way to account for all of them. Rekeying provides a practical way to reset access without
automatically replacing every usable lock.

What rekeying actually changes

During rekeying, the locksmith changes the internal keying of a compatible lock so that the old key
no longer operatesit. A new key is then provided for the modified cylinder. The exterior hardware
may remain in place if it is serviceable and suitable for the door. This differs from complete
replacement, which removes the existing lock and installs new hardware. Inspection is necessary
because not every damaged, obsolete, or incompatible lock is a good rekeying candidate.

Why closing documents do not solve key control

A property transfer establishes ownership, but it does not retrieve every physical key. A seller may
return all known copies while forgetting one held by a neighbor or contractor. Keys may also have
been duplicated without a record. Electronic codes and garage remotes create similar questions.
The safest assumption is not that someone intends harm; it is that the new owner cannot verify the
access history. Rekeying creates a documented starting point.

Rekeying can simplify daily access

Homes sometimes have several doors that use different keys because hardware was replaced at
different times. If the locks are compatible, a locksmith may be able to key selected entrances
alike, reducing the number of keys a household carries. Thisis convenient, but it should be planned
carefully. Garages, rentals, home offices, and restricted areas may need separate access. The owner
should decide who needs entry to each area before the work begins.

When replacement is the better option

Rekeying does not repair a cracked housing, badly worn mechanism, loose installation, or
hardware that no longer meets the household’ s needs. Replacement may be more appropriate after
forced entry, severe corrosion, repeated failure, or a planned upgrade to a different lock type. Door
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alignment and frame condition also matter. A strong lock cannot perform properly when the door,
strike plate, or surrounding material is damaged.

Include every access point in the review

The front door is only one part of the property. Check side and rear entrances, the door between the
garage and house, detached buildings, gates, mailbox locks where applicable, and doors used by
tenants or workers. Review garage remotes, keypad codes, smart-lock accounts, and stored access
credentials as well. A residential service provider such as Absolute Locksmith may offer
rekeying, lock changes, keypad installation, repair, and fresh installation, allowing the scope to be
based on the condition of each entrance.

Plan key distribution before copies multiply

Decide how many keys are genuinely required and record who receives them. Avoid labeling akey
with the full property address. Spare keys should be stored securely rather than placed in obvious
outdoor hiding spots. If contractors need temporary access, consider a controlled method that can
be changed after the work. For smart locks, remove previous users, update administrator
credentials, enable appropriate security settings, and keep a mechanical backup where the
manufacturer recommends one.

The best time is before regular occupancy

Rekeying is easiest when scheduled after ownership or tenancy begins but before the household
fully settles in. The locksmith can work through the entrances without disrupting established
routines, and the owner can distribute the new keys from the start. If immediate scheduling is not
possible, prioritize exterior doors and any entrance with an uncertain key history. Keep valuables
secured and avoid giving out additional copies of the old key.

What to ask during the appointment

Ask which locks can be rekeyed, whether selected doors can share one key, and whether any
hardware needs repair or replacement. Request an itemized estimate and confirm the number of
new keys included. Test each key in every intended lock before the technician leaves. The key
should turn without excessive force, and the door should latch and bolt correctly. Keep the receipt
and note the date as the beginning of the home's new access record.

Conclusion

Rekeying after amove is a straightforward form of risk management. It removes unknown old keys
from the access system, helps organize new key control, and creates a clear starting point for the
household. The right scope depends on the condition and compatibility of the existing locks, so an
inspection should guide the final decision. The same review is useful after future household
changes. Update key control when occupants, tenants, cleaners, contractors, or caregivers change,
rather than waiting for another move or a missing-key incident. Treat the rekeying date as the
beginning of asimple accesslog for the property.
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